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1. IHEC in Wassit opens 31 centers for voter registration (Independent Press Agency)  
 
IHEC in the office of elections in Wasit, announced that they opened 31 centers for the 
registration of voters in the province, for preparation of the next Parliamentary elections. 

Today, Kadhem Abdullah al-Shammari, told Independent Press Agency that, 10 of these 
centers are located in the city of Kut, and 21 others in the districts and areas of the province, 
pointing out that the office in Wasit will distribute posters and pamphlets (voter information 
card) to the citizens. 



He added that a mobile team was formed for the purpose of voter registration, noting that the 
voter's card is an important step towards the voting of the citizens and makes a significant 
difference on the day of the elections as the Office is trying to avoid many obstacles. 

He noted that the Office of elections in Wasit began recording sessions for the staff for a 
period of four days to train and manage registration centers, and the staff includes 372 
employees. 

2. President Talabani in Kirkuk (Al-Sharqiya TV) 
 
Iraqi President Jalal Talabani arrived to Kirkuk today, and he was met by Kirkuk Governor, 
Abd al-Rahman Mustafa. 

President Talabani will meet with a number of officials and will discuss with them about the 
political and security situation in Kirkuk, as well as the implementation of the Article 140 of 
the Iraqi Constitution. 

3. Minor Iraqi-Kurdish military dispute in Diyala (Al-Sharqiya TV) 
 
The Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) announced that the Iraqi Army forces prohibited 
Kurdish Asayesh (Kurdish for security) and Police forces of roaming in their work uniforms 
in the Kara Tabah area of Diyala province. 

An official in PUK said that the Iraqi regimental force in the area sent an official letter to the 
Kurdish Asayesh and Police warning them not to wander around in their uniform, or else they 
would be arrested and interrogated. 

The official added that six Asayesh members were stripped of their weapons for the same 
reason. There was no comment from the Iraqi Army side regarding this issue. 

4. Sadrist Trend's pre-election demands (Al-Sharqiya TV) 
 
The Sadrist Trend adheres to its demands for returning to the Iraqi Alliance. The three most 
important conditions are for the alliance to be patriotic, have clarity in the coalition's 
leadership and for there to be clarification of the decision-making mechanisms. 

A leader in the Sadrist Trend, Baha Al-Aaraji, said all possibilities are present, including the 
return to the coalition, entering a separate list for the upcoming elections or even partnering 
with another bloc. However, the Trend is waiting to observe if its conditions are met. 

5. Formation of a "United Coalition" will be announced in Najaf (Al-Sharqiya TV)  
 
A leader at the Supreme Council, Sadr Al-Din Al-Kanbaji, said that the formation of a united 
coalition is in progress and more details will be announced during the holy Shabaniya visit 
that will occur Friday night. Kanbaji said in an official statement from his office in Najaf that 
the Supreme Council, which he leads, is the axis of the operation and that convergence and 
communication are taking place among the Supreme Council, Islamic Dawa (Call) Party, the 



Sadrist Trend and the Islamic Virtue Party (al-Fadhila Party), regarding the composition of 
the new coalition. 

6. Concrete Barriers Coming Down in Baghdad (The New York Times)  
 
The Iraqi government is planning to introduce a variety of measures intended to foster a 
greater atmosphere of normalcy, officials said, including the removal within 40 days of most 
concrete road barriers inside the city. 

The government will also push for the return of refugees to some of thecity's most dangerous 
neighborhoods and permit civilian traffic on the July 14th Bridge, which connects the fortified 
Green Zone to the east side of the city, according to a statement issued by the office of Prime 
Minister Nuri Kamal al-Maliki. 

Iraqi officials also spoke Wednesday about the need to speed up the return of displaced 
families through government intervention to areas like Abu Ghraib to the west of Baghdad 
and to parts of Diyala Province to the north, both of which continue to be plagued by 
violence. 

Critics, including the office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, have 
repeatedly warned that the government lacks a workable plan to repatriate the estimated 3.5 
million people who were displaced internally or fled to neighboring countries during the 
sectarian conflict between 2005 and 2007. Some Sunnis accuse the government of using the 
issue to improve its standing ahead of January's national elections. 

At a meeting Wednesday in Baghdad, attended by American military and State Department 
officials, the head of Iraqi forces in Baghdad Maj. Gen. Abboud Qanbar touted what he 
described as the government's achievements in helping facilitate the return of nearly 25,240 
families to Baghdad and surrounding areas between February 2007 and the end of July of this 
year. 

General Qanbar said the government planned in the coming weeks to return nearly 3,000 
mostly Shiite families to Abu Ghraib, which is overwhelmingly Sunni. He also revealed that 
the government planned to issue a decree that would forcibly evict those who have occupied 
the homes of displaced families in neighboring Diyala Province, which remains a tinderbox of 
sectarian tensions. 

"Security is not the issue anymore" boasted General Qanbar, who heads the Baghdad 
Operations Command, which reports directly to Mr. Maliki. Yet, in an impromptu discussion 
on the sidelines of the meeting, the lingering problems of returning the displaced came into 
sharper focus. 

"The missing link for many of the displaced families is trust," said Iraq's minister of 
displacement and migration, Abdul-Samad Rahman Sultan, with General Qanbar by his side. 

On one side of the table sat Sunni tribal leaders from the Abu Ghraib area and facing them 
were their Shiite counterparts who represent the Shiite families evicted from the area by 



insurgents. Most of their homes had either been damaged by violence or taken over by Sunnis 
who had fled predominantly Shiite areas in Baghdad. 

"We have to learn how to fear God again," pleaded Mr. Sultan, a devout Shiite from one of 
the ruling parties in Mr. Maliki's coalition. "You know God will not accept the prayers of 
those who occupy the homes of others." 

Hamid al-Garrawi, a Shiite tribal elder who owns 12 homes in Abu Ghraib and whose family 
owns a Shiite mosque that was blown up by Sunni insurgents, scoffed at the minister's 
remarks. 

He said pro-insurgent Sunni clerics had already solved the religious issue by requiring Sunni 
families occupying the homes of Shiites to atone for their sin by donating 1,000 Iraqi dinars - 
about 90 cents ï to local Sunni mosques. 

Mohammed Salman, Mr. Maliki's adviser on reconciliation, said the government should 
encourage a mass return of Shiite families to Abu Ghraib, on the theory that there would be 
safety in numbers. Another Shiite tribal elder said the first step is for the government to 
arrestmany of the squatting Sunnis, because they are either linked to theinsurgency or were 
responsible for the killing of Shiites. 

Later, Sheik Abdul-Rahman al-Dhari, a Sunni tribal leader from Abu Ghraib related to one of 
the staunchest opponents of Mr. Maliki's government, said many fear the return of Shiite 
families will be a prelude to mass arrests of Sunnis. 

He said most Sunnis in Abu Ghraib do not trust the Iraqi government or the security force 
commanders to act in an even handed way. 

"The political and sectarian agenda is not facilitating the return of these families," he said. In 
a recent report the United Nations refugee agency said it remained "extremely concerned" 
about the plight of Iraq's displaced population, but warned against any effort to return them en 
masse, as the government has contemplated doing in Diyala Province. 

"Iraqis should not be forced back, which would be detrimental to the safety of those 
concerned and would negatively affect the fragile absorption capacity of the country," it said. 

An aide to General Qanbar said the order to remove the concrete barriers does not cover many 
of the giant walls put up by the United States military two years ago around the perimeter of 
Baghdad neighborhoods such as Dora, Hurriya, Saidiya that saw the worst of the sectarian 
bloodshed. 

The timing of the order to lift the street barriers was questioned by some here, given a recent 
increase in bombings and widespread doubts about the effectiveness of the Iraqi security 
forces. 

Those doubts were reinforced on Wednesday, as five Iraqi police officers were killed when a 
roadside bomb hit their vehicle while they were driving through a market inside Dora where 
the walls had been lifted recently, according to an Interior Ministry official. A car bomb near 



a mosque in the city of Ramadi killed one person and wounded three, according to a police 
officials. 

In the northern city of Mosul, four police officers and two gumen died in a series of bombings 
and firefights, according to a security official. 

Dozens of Iraqi police officers have been killed by insurgents in Mosul since the start of June 
in what appears to be a concerted campaign. 

7. Long bumpy road in Iraqi, Kurd talks (Reuters) 
 
Iraqi and Kurdish leaders have made a big leap towards resolving a dangerous feud over land 
and oil, but they are still miles away from reaching a lasting deal. The mere fact that Iraqi 
Prime Minister Nouri Al-Maliki flew to Kurdistan to meet regional President Masoud Barzani 
on Sunday was a breakthrough, after more than a year of deadlock in which the two have 
barely been on speaking terms. Maliki returned to Baghdad from the trip late on Monday. 
"The visit marked a new era. There was agreement (but) there are big challenges," said Yasin 
Majeed, Maliki's media advisor. 

As US troops prepare to withdraw from Iraq by 2012, the row between northern Iraq's largely 
autonomous Kurdistan region and its Shiite Arab-led government in Baghdad is seen as the 
greatest threat to the country's fragile stability. While the sectarian violence that nearly ripped 
Iraq apart has died down, there have been tense standoffs between Kurdish troops and Iraqi 
forces along disputed territories that are home to a mix of Arabs, Kurds and smaller ethnic 
groups. 

Washington, whose troops intervened many times to defuse the row, has pushed for a 
settlement before its forces go home but has been frustrated by the slow rate of progress. Both 
US Vice President Joe Biden and Defense Secretary Robert Gates in recent visits to Iraq tried 
to highlight to urgency of the problem. 

Everybody has been warning that the Kurd-Arab faultline is the most dangerous, but Iraqi 
politicians haven't been behaving as if it is," said Marc Lynch, a researcher at Foreign Policy. 
"The fact that Maliki is finally taking the initiative shows there's been a lot of American 
pressure ... Gates, Biden, others have tried to impress upon him that his window for 
movement is closing. The Americans are withdrawing, so he better move fast. 

Long way to go 

In substantive terms, a deal seems as far off as it ever was. Maliki and Barzani agreed only to 
hold further talks and establish a joint committee to examine disputes. A high level Kurdish 
delegation is due to visit Baghdad soon, Majeed said. "It is the first step in a good direction," 
Barzani's Chief of Staff Fuad Hussein told Reuters. "But one must be realistic: there's a long 
way to go. It's too early (for concessions). 

At the heart of the problem is the fate of Kirkuk, which produces a fifth of Iraq's oil, and other 
disputed territories. Kurds consider Kirkuk their ancestral home and want to include it within 



their borders, a notion rejected by Maliki, who fears losing the oil, and the province's Arabs 
and Turkmen. It is an especially emotive issue for Kurds because Saddam Hussein evicted 
thousands of them from Kirkuk and other border territories to solidify his control over them 
during his reign. 

In the run up to Kurdistan polls on July 25 that Barzani won with around 70 percent, he said 
there would be "no compromise" over Kirkuk and Iraq must stick to its 2005 constitution's 
plan to hold a census, then a referendum, on the region's fate. Baghdad rejects that, arguing 
that Kurds have moved in aggressively to tip any result. The UN has tried to persuade Barzani 
to drop the demand, which they fear could start a war. 

But while neither Maliki nor Barzani have shown willingness to budge, analysts say that 
could be posturing ahead of talks. "When you have a negotiating position, based on maximum 
demands, until you get some kind of progress, he's going to sound inflexible-that doesn't mean 
he is," said Anthony Cordesman of the Center for Strategic and International Studies. 
Baghdad has also rejected oil contracts the Kurds signed independently with foreign firms in 
their region as illegal. But then there's the election Maliki faces in January. Analysts say it 
could tilt him towards compromise with Kurds- especially since his Dawa party's ties with 
powerful ally the Supreme Islamic Iraqi Council have weakened in the past year. "Maliki 
really needs to calm the situation with the Kurds before the next election because he might 
need the two 

Kurdish parties to strengthen his coalition again," said Zuhair Al-Jezairy, Chief Editor of the 
Aswat Al-Iraq news agency. Progress in other areas has already been made. In June, Iraq 
started exporting oil from the very Kurd fields it condemns as illegal, raising hopes these 
disputes are ultimately soluble. 

8. The U.S. Hikers in Iran: A Tougher Diplomatic Problem (Sharqiya TV)  
 
Could the diplomatic rescue mission by Bill Clinton in North Korea be a model for winning 
the freedom of three American hikers arrested last week when they wandered (apparently by 
mistake) from Iraqi Kurdistan into Iranian territory? The emotional reunion of journalists 
Euna Lee and Laura Ling with their families in America must have given hope to the relatives 
of the three hikers, Shane Bauer, Sarah Shourd and Joshua Fattal. If a way was found to solve 
an impasse between the U.S. and bellicose North Korea, cannot one be devised for the hikers? 

The trouble is that the situation the hikers literally walked into involves not just two parties 
but perhaps three and a half, with several gradations of belligerence. First there are the U.S. 
and Iran, which officially do not talk to each other. Then there is Iraq, which talks to both but 
doesn't want to disturb either. Finally, there are the Iraqi 

Kurds, who run their provinces autonomously and have textured relations with both the 
central government in Baghdad and the Islamic Republic of Iran, which has a substantial 
Kurdish minority itself. 

The hikers, who were arrested on Friday, July 31, and charged by Iran with illegal entry, were 
taken just as U.S.-Iran relations are growing more nuanced. After the hard-line Bush years, 



the Obama Administration has tried to take a relatively neutral stance in regard to the turmoil 
following July's disputed election. The U.S. has also been treading carefully on the sensitive 
issue of relations between Iran and the Kurds. Earlier this year, the U.S. froze the assets of a 
Kurdish separatist group accused of planning attacks in Iran from the mountains of Iraqi 
Kurdistan. The U.S. has, moreover, not done anything to come between the Iraqi government 
and its decision to retake Camp Ashraf, occupied for years by an Iranian exile group violently 
inimical to Tehran. "It's a sovereign matter for the Iraqi government," said a U.S. official of 
the action. Washington has designated the group, the Mujahedin e-Khalq, a terrorist 
organization. 

The current power struggle in Iran has made a quick resolution of the hiker situation unlikely. 
Until some sort of political stasis is achieved, it will be hard for outsiders to know whom to 
appeal to for their release. And the potential power brokers in Tehran aren't likely to want to 
be distracted either. 

From the Iraqi perspective, meanwhile, the hiker "crisis" is barely one at all. "Bush would 
have made it a huge problem," says Muhammad al-Khatib, an independent parliamentarian 
allied to the political parties closest to Iran, "but it occurred at [the] time of Obama, who is 
trying to improve the relations with Iran." Khatib predicts the crisis will be solved 
diplomatically. But it won't be simple. "The reality of politics in Iraq," says Khatib, is that 
"Iraq will need Iran and America to rebuild the country." It therefore does not pay to disturb 
the delicate status quo by making loud noises about three hikers. 

Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki must also carefully manage his sometimes rocky 
relations with the Kurds. In trying to consolidate power in the long walk-up to national 
elections in January, he is not only depending on a broad coalition of his fellow Shi'ites but 
has also reached out to leaders of disenfranchised Sunni populations. But then there are the 
Kurds, who control what is the most peaceable and prosperous areas of the country. Kurds 
represent a large bloc in parliament and hold key positions in al-Maliki's government; Jalal 
Talabani, who is Iraq's President, is a Kurd. 

Maliki's relationship with the non-Arab ethnic group has been a political roller coaster. The 
past few years have seen recurring disputes over petroleum revenue-sharing, the authority to 
sign oil contracts and what control the central government has over Kurdish security forces. 
And there's still a large swath of "disputed territories" that lies just outside official Kurdistan 
Regional Government (KRG) territory but that Kurds claim as rightfully theirs. Recently, al-
Maliki attempted to assert control, and only U.S. troops prevented shots from being fired in a 
24-hour standoff. 

As for Iraq's Kurds - in whose territory the hikers were traveling before they crossed into Iran 
- they have reacted cautiously to the crisis, seeming to know that it will not pay to rile the 
Iranians even as they try to placate the Americans, who have been among their biggest 
supporters. "We've offered our assistance [to the U.S. on the hiker dispute]," says the top 
KRG official, speaking carefully. "We inquired with the Iranian consulate in Arbil [the KRG 
capital] regarding the three Americans who knowingly or unknowingly but in either instance 
illegally crossed into Tehran." 



9. GoI denies blocking food supplies to Ashraf Camp (Al-Sharqiya T.V.) 
 
The Government of Iraq denied blocking food supply deliveries to Ashraf Camp - the house 
of the Iranian opposition group Mujahedeen al-Khalq. A GoI official statement said that the 
Iraqi authorities did not prevent food and medicine deliveries, however, they thwarted 
construction supplies deliveries such as cement and metal. 

10. GoI demands explanation of U.S. citizens arrested on Iranian borders (Al-Sharqiya 
T.V.) 
 
The Government of Iraq demanded explanations and information from the Iranian 
Government regarding the fate of the three U.S. citizens who entered the Iranian border in 
Mariwan area of Sulaimaniya province North of Iraq. 

Iraq Ministry of Foreign Affairs said that Minister Hoshyar Zebari asked Iran Ambassador to 
Baghdad Hassan Kazemi-Qomi for details about the arrest of the three Americans. Zebari also 
discussed with Qomi approving the appropriate committees to stabilize land and water Iraq-
Iran borders. 

11. Sadrist Trend participates in new "patriotic" alliance (Al-Sharqiya T.V.)  
 
Nassar al-Rabaiee, A Deputy of the Sadrist Trend, talked about the Sadrists position in the 
new alliance formation. He highlighted the fact that the Trend did not return to the old United 
Iraqi Alliance but is rather participating in forming a new "patriotic" coalition free of 
sectarianism. 

Various committees have been structured in order to initiate laws and regulations for the new 
patriotic alliance. The announcement which is delayed to next week, instead of Friday, will 
outshine only the "initial" alliance configuration that's subject to change at a later date. The 
dialogue is real among all the parties and agreements on different points of view have been 
reached. 

In regard to Muqtada al-Sadr demanding the release of the detainees, Rabaiee commented that 
freeing them was one of the main conditions in the early negotiations. People should not be 
detained more than 24 hours without evidence supporting their guilt, in respect to the law of 
the constitution which also gives the right to extend their arrest one time only for an extra 24 
hours. Oppressed prisoners must be released. That relates to all Iraqis including the Sadrists. 

12. UIA announcement delayed as blocs' representation allotments are debated (Al-
Sharqiya TV)  
 
A leader in the Supreme Islamic Council, Sami Al-Askari, said that the proportion of the 
blocs' representation inside the newly reformed alliance is the main problem that has delayed 
the announcement of the new United Iraqi Alliance. 

He noted in remarks, published in London, that his party does not want to return to the old 
Iraqi Alliance but wants a new alliance that  respects the real definition of a coalition for a 



country of law and the image of the Islamic Council that appeared in the last provincial 
council elections. 

The Supreme Islamic Council has a few other options, if an agreement is not reached in 
regard to the new alliance. Its choices include entering the elections solely or searching to 
merge with different blocs, said Askari. 

A deputy in the Iraqi Parliament, Falih Al-Fayad, confirmed that negotiations with large 
groups of political parties and important figures are still happening. However, nothing is 
worth publishing "yet", as final results have not been reached. 

13. Opposition claims fraud in Kurdish vote (UPI) 
 
Candidates and campaign officials in the Kurdish provinces of Erbil and Dahuk brought 
allegations of election fraud, raising new doubts regarding the vote. 

Iraqi Kurds took to the polls July 25 to vote in parliamentary and presidential elections. More 
than 20 lists competed for the 111 seats in the Kurdish Parliament, with five candidates 
competing for president. 

While the incumbent Patriotic Union of Kurdistan and the Kurdistan Democratic Party 
remained dominant, opposition emerged in the Change List, led by a former PUK leader, and 
the Service and Reform List. 

Shaho Saeed, a Change List representative, tells the Iraqi analytical Web site Niqash that 
members of the Kurdish security force, the Peshmerga, voted once on a special voting day 
reserved for military servicemen and again on July 25. 

"This is a violation (of election) laws and represents a significant breach," he said. 

Meanwhile, Ribowar Hasan, a Swedish politician and election observer, said a number of 
children voted illegally in the elections, while some adults voted twice by removing the ink 
from their fingers that indicated they had already cast their ballots. 

Kurdish officials maintain that, despite the claims, the elections were held in a free and 
transparent manner. The Kurdish List, the slate representing the PUK and KDP, won with 
majority of the vote, with the Change List taking second over the Services and Reform List. 
Massoud Barzani handily won re-election for president with more than 69 percent of the vote. 

14. Announcement of new Iraqi coalition postponed (Al-Sharqiya T.V.) 
 
Vice President of the Supreme Islamic Council, Abdul Amar al-Hakim, said that there were 
contemplations towards postponing the announcement of the United Iraqi Alliance 
reformation. Hakim did not explain the reasons behind the holdup other than expressing his 
hope for the new coalition to be a patriotic Project capable of addressing the Iraqi people's 
issues. 



The Alliance Committee decided to announce the new coalition next week after it had been 
decided to be announced this Friday. 

15. Azzawi calls for embrace of Baathists who took part in political process, exclude 
violent groups (albadeeliraq.com)  
 
The deputy who represents Al-Tawafoq Front, Rashid Al-Azzawi, called for the distinction 
between former Baathists who took part in and believe in the political process and those who 
don't. Al-Azzawi told the independent press that, "The Baath party is trying to return to power 
in Iraq again, but it is constitutionally prohibited to participate in the political process. There 
are those who joined the Baath Party and worked with him for the certain benefits or because 
the Baath made life difficult for citizens in their government jobs to forced them to join the 
party." 
 
Azzawi noted, "Some of those were involved in the political process from the beginning and 
should not be pressed on the issue because they were Baathists after their participation in the 
political process. Calling to embrace them if they joined the political process once more." Al-
Tawafoq front will exclude violent groups from dialogue.  
 

16. UN expert accuses Iraq of obstructing food supply deliveries to Camp Ashraf 
(alMalaf.net) 
 

A human rights expert in the United Nations Jean Ziegler accused the Iraqi authorities of 
blocking food supplies deliveries to Camp Ashraf, the residence of the Iranian opposition 
group Mujahedeen al-Khalq. 

Ziegler said in a press conference held in Switzerland that preventing people access to food 
supplies is a serious violation of international law. 

The expert who is also an advisor to the Human Rights Council based in Geneva and 
affiliated with the UN stated that the council fears the repetition of bloody attacks on the 
camp, like what was carried out in July by the Iraqi security forces. The confrontations which 
led to killing at least seven people and injuring hundreds others. 

Correspondents say that the Iraqi government is currently trying to close the camp, which 
houses the elements of movements and supporters of Iran opposition people Mujahedeen al-
Khalq, in response to Tehran's desire. 

17. Sadr disowns 'As'aib Ahl Al-Haq, his parliamentary faction denies requiring PM's 
office to form coalition (albadeeliraq.com) 
 
Cleric Moqtada al-Sadr, yesterday, disowned 'Asa'ib Ahl Al-haq which was counted as one of 
his political stream. Two representatives of the organization visited two days before Prime 
Minister Nuri al-Maliki and pledged him their support for the political process and threw 
down their arms - although they are still holding the bodies of four Britons and a fifth hostage. 
 
Head of the Sadrist bloc, deputy Aqeel Abdul-Hussein, in a message from Al-Sadr said, "The 
real representative of Al-Sadr bloc is the current political body of the bloc and not AAH." 



 
According to Al-Sadr's Letter, "No one has the right to speak on behalf of Sadr's movement, 
but the political body of the current. The resistance is not entitled to pursue a policy of 
intervention." 
 
In this context, the Sadrist bloc denied claims it is required to take over the Presidency of the 
United Iraqi Alliance, or the Presidency of the next government as a condition to enter into a 
new coalition, which will be re-launched before the elections next January. Abdel-Hussein 
said, "Sadr bloc delegation negotiating with the coalition, did not ask and did not speak about 
future positions - a far cry from giving priority to political gains over the interests of citizens." 
 
18. Supreme Islamic Council deputy chairman expresses hope that National Coalition 
will be politically inclusive  (Al-Iraqiya TV) 
 
The Deputy Chairman for the Supreme Islamic Council, Reverend Ammar Al-Hakeem, 
expressed his hope that the Iraqi National Coalition, in its new mantle, will be as grand as 
possible, involving the entire Iraqi populous with all their political leanings. This expression 
came during an audience that his eminence held for high ranking tribal dignitaries. 
 
19. Kuwait envoy meets UNSC chief on Resolution No 833 (KUNA) 
 
Kuwait's permanent representative to the UN Ambassador Abdullah al-Murad met his British 
counterpart, John Sawers, the current president of the UN Security Council, on the UN 
Resolution No 833 on the Kuwaiti-Iraqi border. 
 
Speaking to KUNA following the meeting, the Kuwaiti ambassador said he had discussed 
with Sawers the significance of, and commitment to, the UN resolution, together with 
bilateral relations. He hailed the UN chief's report on the UN Resolution 1856 and Iraq's 
efforts to exit from the Chapter VII as "favorable", but said some points still needed to be 
clarified. 
 
However, he said Kuwait was ready for finding consensual solutions acceptable to both sides. 
Al-Murad also supported the UN Secretary-General's High-Level Coordinator Gennady 
Tarasov's efforts regarding Kuwaiti missing properties and prisoners of war (POWs). 
 
But, he termed relations between two neighboring countries as "distinguished". Al-Murad is 
expected to meet UNSC members separately in the coming few days to promote his country's 
position on such issues. 
 
20. Sistani endorses the open-list system in the next parliamentary elections (Radio 
NAWA) 
 
Religious authority Ali al-Sistani rejected the closed list system in the parliamentary elections 
scheduled for January of next year. Elaph internet site quoted a source in the office of the 
religious authority that Sistani stresses the application of the existing system based on the 
open list instead of the closed list. 
 
The source added that Sistani also stresses the application of multiple election constituencies 
and not that  of one constituency. alrafidayn.com - Sistani rejects the closed list system in the 



next general election Shiite Grand Ayatollah, Ali al-Sistani, rejected the closed list system in 
the parliamentary elections scheduled for January. 
 
A source in the office of Ayatollah pointed out to the France Press Agency that the Ayatollah 
stresses on the implementation of the open list, not the closed list. The source added that Al-
Sistani also underlines the need to use the multiple constituencies instead of the single 
constituency. 
 
The recent parliamentary elections were held in a closed list, which has been criticized by the 
people religious scholars. The House of Representatives ratified, before the start of summer 
break last week, a draft of a law requires an amendment to the electoral law, no later than 
mid-October next year. 
 
According to parliamentary sources said that "most of the parliamentary bloc that supports the 
claims of open lists, but within the iner corridors, they push the closed lists for fear of losing." 
 
21. Election Commission Practices In Kirkuk (Al-Iraqiya TV)  
 
Representative Mr. Omar Al-Jabouri said that the of Commission for National Elections 
authorization to establish voters' registration centers in the northern province of Kirkuk is in 
stark violation of the provisions of the Constitution. 
 
He added that the Constitution has mandated the House of Representative to establish a 
Commission entrusted with the verification and auditing of votes in the provinces. Such 
registration is challenged in terms of the Arab composition, as well as other demographic 
constituents in the province in question 
 
22. Tribute to the People of Iraq (Al-Iraqiya TV) 
 
The Representative for the Iraqi Front for National Dialogue, Moustafa El-Heatie, stated in a 
press statement that the Iraqi populace is endowed with enough awareness and cognizance 
that may enable them to elect the most qualified political alliances that are best suited to lead 
the country. He then went on to say that the IFND has no limitations that may restrict its 
movement on all aspects of the political process, and that it rejects the Balkanization of Iraq. 
 
23. Road blocks to legislation (Al-Iraqiya TV) 
 
Member of the House of Representatives, Mr. Ali Al-Mayiali, attributed the delay in 
approving a number of legislations amounting to 126 Acts, that were put to the vote to 
partisan disputes among the political conclaves within the parliament and their self-
aggrandizement. 
 
He added in a press statement that these political alliances are attempting, through refraining 
from voting on these Acts, to exercise pressure on the Government to realize certain political 
gains at the expense of the Iraqi people's interests. 
 
On the other hand, the Chairman of the Arab Independent Block, representative Mr. Motlaq 
Al-Gabourie, has attributed the obstruction of the legislation regulating the House of 
Representatives Act by political blocks to their desire to regress toward the implementation of 
the previous Act which shall in turn entrench the ideology of confessionalism. 



 
24. Prime minister and Al-Wassit party consider the latest developments of the political 
process (Al-Iraqiya TV) 
 
Today, during his meeting with Al-Wassit Party membership to consider the latest 
developments in the political process, Prime Minister Nouri Al-Maliki brought home the 
necessity of cooperation between all the political spectra in order to enhance the democratic 
achievements that have been realized lately. 
 
In this regard, the secretary-general of the Wassit Party, Dr. Mowafaq al- Roubei, indicated 
that consultations between the constituents of the political spectrum in Iraq be they as they 
may, Parties or Blocks, are underway in preparation for the upcoming elections. 
 
25. Al-Maliki's government is accused of sectarianism following its meeting with the 
armed group, 'Asa'ib Ahl Al-Haq (albadeeliraq.com) 
 
The President of the Arab dialogue bloc in the Iraqi parliament, Saleh al-Mutlak, accused the 
government of pursuing a sectarian way by reconciling with 'Asa'ib Ahl Al-Haq Shiite militan 
group and rejects dialogue with similar groups from other communities, where many of the 
Sunni politicians complaining about the government double standard and the distinction 
between Shi'ite and Sunni groups. 
 
Al-Mutlak said, "He did not rule out that the government reconciled with an organization 
liked to the kidnapping of the 5 British and killing 4 of them, is a result of British pressure to 
enter into negotiations with the group to release the only living hostage." 
 
In the mean time, the government refuses any American negotiations with any other armed 
groups, pointing to Baghdad's rejection to the Turkish-American discussions recently in 
Istanbul, Mutlak said. 
 
On another front, influential member of Da'wa Party, 'Ali Al-'Alaq said, "I'm close to the 
government and I know the government is conversing with everyone, but it doesn't meet with 
whoever carried arms in the past. I think the government is meeting with groups from the 
Sadrist bloc to discuss their point of view on the current issues and I wouldn't categorize the 
meeting as just meeting with armed groups." 'Asa'ib Ahl Al-Haq is led by Shayikh Qais Al-
khaz'ali who is currently imprisoned in Camp Cropper by the Airport. 
 
26. Exploiting Maliki's lax, Talabani made a surprise visit to Kirkuk to revitalize the   
napplication of Article 140 and annex the province to the Kurdish region   
(albadeeliraq.com) 
 
Iraqi President Jalal Talabani, arrived in the province of Kirkuk on Thursday morning on a 
surprise visit aimed at bringing together the components on the issue of normalization and to 
initiate the implementation of Article 140 of the Constitution. Talabani met with the leaders of 
the Patriotic Union in the province to consult with them on the conditions of conservation of 
the article and ways to activate the process of normalization. 
 
A source in the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan told AKI, "Talabani will meet later with leaders 
and representatives of other ethnic components of the Turkmen and the Arabs in order to 
bring their views on the activation of the normalization process through Article 140, which 



Talabani stressed the need for implementation as a constitutional rule, and to develop 
solutions for all the problems of the province." 
 
 An Arab leader in the province expressed that, "The article is dead and it can only be revived 
with a miracle and the miracle days are over." The spokesman of the Arab political council of 
Kirkuk, Hassan Daham Al-Jaburi, said in a statement to radio SAWA that the revival of 
Article 140 through a political deal is not possible at all, but can be in accordance with 
mechanisms established by the constitutional article 140, which was established by the 
Committee on constitutional amendments in parliament. 
 
Jubouri criticized the Iraqi PM Nuri al-Maliki for renewing his commitment to the 
implementation of article 140 during his recent visit to the territory of Kurdistan, and said, 
"The legal limit of the article is over, and trying to revive it will only bring partition to Iraq, 
because the implementation of this article will lead to ethnic cleansing against the Arabs in 
the provinces of Kirkuk, Mosul, Salah Al-din and Dyiala." 
 
The Sadrist bloc has also renewed its refusal to annex Kirkuk to the Kurdistan Region, and 
stressed the need to remain a territory of Iraq that includes Kurds, Arabs, Turkmen and 
Christians, and that they will not allow again to make Kirkuk a victim of political concessions 
from any party. 
 
27. Plurality of political forces under the coalition banner (Al-baghdadia Web Site) 
 
Representative of the Unified Iraqi Coalition, Mr. Abbas Al-Bayaati, declared that the 
political forces that have decided to join under the banner of the Coalition are diversified, 
such as the Supreme Council, Al-Daawa Party, the Independent Block, and the Sadrist Trend, 
Bader Organization, The Islamic Federation For the Turkman Population in Iraq, Al-Fayliah 
Brotherhood Organization, and certain leaders from the Resurgence Movements. Tribal 
leaders are expected to be a part of the new coalition. 
 
He added that the Constituents of the new Coalition, that is expected to run in the upcoming 
parliamentary elections, shall be proclaimed soon. Al-Bayaati indicated that liberal further 
talks shall be held in all probability prior to the proclamation of the final version of the new 
coalition. 
 
28. Proclamation of the new platform is imminent (Al-baghdadia website) 
 
Mr. Faleh Al-Fayad, one of the active leaders of the National Reformation Front, reaffirmed 
in a press statement, "The Unified National Coalition shall proclaim its new platform within 
the upcoming hours, and subsequently shall be distributed to the parties interested in joining 
the new Block." 
 
Al-Fayaad declined from mentioning the names of the new parties that are expected to join 
the coalition. He went on to say, "There are ongoing talks with a large number of parties and 
dignitaries, yet no final and concrete agreements have been accomplished that could be 
publicized." 
 
He added that the new coalition radiate a sense of national block that is far from 
confessionalism and ideology, and we seek that it would involve the entire spectrum of the 
Iraqi populace. 



 
29. Al-Sistani calls attention to the need to approve the open ended roster of 
candidates  (Al-Baghdadia Web Site) 
 
A media affairs source indicated, that a reliable anonymous sources within Al-Sistani's staff 
has suggested that The Grand Islamic Scholar AL-Sistani underscored the necessity of 
magnifying the number of voter registration (election) precincts, and the need to adopt the 
Open Ended Roster as well as the participation of the Coalition in the upcoming 
parliamentary elections.  Such assertion came in the wake of Al-Sistani's audience which he 
gave to a delegation from the Coalition. 
 
30. Iraqi parliament members accused of working for their personal interest (al-Iraqiya 
T.V.) 
 
The Iraqi parliament member, Ali al-Maiali, attributed the delay of ratifying 126 bills, which 
were ready for voting by parliament members, to the disputes between political parties.  
 
In a press statement, Maiali said the political blocs in the parliament are trying to put pressure 
on the government by delaying the approval of some laws to achieve political gain over the 
expense of the Iraqi people. 
 
31. U.N. vows to help Iraqis impartially (al-Iraqiya T.V.) 
 
The U.N special envoy to Iraq, Ad Melkert, renewed the United Nation's commitments to 
continue working impartially to enhance the national reconciliation between all Iraqis. 
Melkert, during a speech at the United Nation, said the U.N. Delegatio is continuing its 
efforts to solve disagreement on disputed areas.   

 
32. Final results of Kurdistan election to be announced shortly (al-Iraqiya T.V.) 
 
The head IHEC office in Kurdistan, Hamdia al-Hussaini, stated the final election results will 
be announced today or tomorrow Friday. Al-Hussaini told reports that counting and 
examining citizens' complaints have been completed    
 
33. Massoud Barzani, president of Kurdistan Region and Kurdistan list obtains most 
seats in Parliament (Radio Nawa) 
 
The Independent Higher Electoral Commission announced the final results of parliamentary  
and presidential elections held last month in the Kurdistan region of Iraq. The head of the 
Office of Faraj al-Haidari in a news conference in Arbil announced that Massoud Barzani 
won the post of the presidency of 
 
Kurdistan region after receiving 126,6397 votes. Kamal Mirawadley, who nominated himself 
for the office of the President of the Kurdistan region received 460,325 votes, while Ibrahim 
Halo got 63,377 votes. Haidari said that the Kurdish list got 59 seats in the Parliament of the 
Kurdistan region, while the change list got 25 seats in the parliament, and the list of services 
and reform got 13 seats. 
 
34. Supreme Election Commission (Al-Iraqiya TV) 
 



The Head of the Supreme Independent Commission For National Elections, Mr. Farag Al-
Heidarie described the statements made by certain political players in which they were critical 
of the Commission's charge as being detrimental and subversive to the political process, 
nationwide. 
 
He added that such statements may become grounds for questioning the integrity of the 
Commission and undermine its mandate. He pointed out that such critiques should be leveled  
on solid evidence and corroboration, that should be presented through the proper democratic 
procedures and not through libel and slander through the media outlets. 
 
35. Constitution of the Coalition (Al-Iraqiya TV) 
 
The Reprehensive for the Solidarity Block within the Unified Iraqi Coalition, Mr, Qiess Al-
Amerie attributed the delay in the composition of the new Coalition to certain tactics by 
certain bodies in order to re-visit the proportionality issue prior to the final constitution of the 
coalition. 
 
He indicated that the understanding which the political blocs have arrived to, involved that 
such an issue should not be discussed until the promulgation of the Election Act. He went on 
to say that re-visiting the issue has obstructed the proclamation of the Coalition in its new 
composition. 
 
36. Asaib Ahl Al-Haq (Proprietors of Righteousness Faction): An Offshhot Of 
the Sadrist Trend (al-Baghdad times) 
 
Head of the Sadrist Block: The Istanbul Encounter is an American attempt to reinstate the 
Ba'athist Party to the leadership. The Sadrist Trend has not decided its re-integration with the 
Coalition. 
 
The Head of the Sadrist Block in the Iraqi Parliament, Mr. Akiel Abdel-Mohsen believes that 
the purpose of the recent visit paid by PM Nouri Al-Maliki to the Kurdistan Province was to 
ascertain the views of the Kurds with regard to their approval for his second term. 
 
In an interview with "AL-HAYAT" Newspaper, Mr. Akiel Abdel-Mohsen denounced the 
attempts made by the occupation authorities to re-instate the Ba'Ath Party loyalists and the 
terrorist to the leadership. He accused the Muslim Scholars establishment of exercising 
terrorism and targeting the Iraqi people. He denied the possibility of a rapprochement between 
the Sadrist Trend and the Muslim Scholars establishment with Mr. Harith Al-Darie at its 
helm. 
 
Mr. Akiel Abdel-Mohsen denied having any knowledge of the details o the Agreement 
concluded between the Iraqi Government and Asaib Ahl Al-Haq (Proprietors of 
Righteousness Faction) under the leadership of QEISS Al-GHAZAALIE, an organization 
stemming from the Sadrist Trend. He indicated that the Iraqi government has the 
constitutional mandate and the legal authority to enter into consultations with any party or 
entity it may deem in the interest of the Iraqi people. 
 
He added that it is most likely that the Sadrist Trend may run in the elections on the basis of a 
separate slate, should the consultation with the Unified Iraqi Coalition reach a dead-end. He 
further indicated that there is ongoing consultation with the principal parties within the 



Coalition in order to constitute it (the new Coalition) in accordance with the determinants 
identified by Moqtada Al-Sader. 
 
He denied the allegations that the Sadrist Trend is vying for assuming the leadership of the 
Coalition as a condition for its integration. He indicated that he has called for assigning a 
certain mechanism that would undertake the selection of the Coalition leadership body. 
 
With respect to the Americans' encounter with members of the "Political Council of the Iraqi 
Resistance" that was held in Istanbul, Turkey during the month of March of the current year, 
Mr. Akiel Abdel-Mohsen, believes that this is a momentous, and perilous moment as this may 
be viewed as an attempt by the occupying authorities to reinstate the Ba'athists as well as 
terrorist elements rule once more. He called on the Iraqi government to adopt a decisive 
stance on the issue, and to deny these groups any opportunity to re-emerge as rulers of Iraq. 
 
37. Abdullah Iskandar: the Kurds are seeking to establish the nucleus of a greater state 
of Kurdistan in Iraq (alrafidayn.com) 
 
Rep. Abdullah Iskandar of the independent Arab bloc said, "The Kurds guaranteed the 
annexation of Kirkuk to the Kurdistan region, they will declare independence and established 
the State of Kurdistan on the Iraqi territories." 
 
Iskandar told the independent press (IPA): "the Iraqi government's dispute with the Kurds, 
existing since 1958, is that they are trying to have an independent state in Iraq to be the 
nucleus of the Great State of Kurdistan" (to quote). He said the dispute with the Kurds 
continued until now. 
 
But these intentions by the Kurds cannot be applied because they cannot create of the Great 
State of Kurdistan at the expense of the Iraqi people, adding that the dispute is a national 
dispute Iskandar believes if the politicians had Kirkuk, they will start asking for Dyiala, 
Mosul and others. 
 
The Parliament of the Kurdistan region approved a draft constitution for the province, which 
said that the borders of the province of Kirkuk province and parts of Mosul and Dyiala, which 
led to the reactions of rejecting by Arabs and Turkmen, who refuse to join the oil-rich Kirkuk, 
to the extent of the region 
 
38. MP al-Hilani calls to exclude Ninawa province from the upcoming census procedure 
(al-Iraqiya TV) 
 
Al-Tawafuq Front Parliament Member, Nour al-Din al-Hilani, asked to exclude Ninawa 
province from the forthcoming census process. 
 
In a press conference, al-Hilani explained that many areas within Ninawa province have fallen 
under the Regional Kurdish Authorities, which resulted in changing its demographic map and 
falsifying the official documents, as he put it. 
 
Al-Hilani called on the Kurdish leaders in Ninawa Brotherhood List to differentiate between 
political disputes and administrating the province.    
 
On the other hand, the Head of Ninawa Brotherhood List, Khosro Karwan, hinted of 



establishing a second administrative committee in the province in the event disputes with al-
Hadba'a List are not settled. 
 
Karwan attributed his statements to the many disputed areas in the province, where direct 
official talks are not being conducted with the provincial council, adding that many issues 
related to citizens' affairs remained unanswered. 
 
Karwan expressed his hope on reaching a solution to the wide-spread political crisis 
experienced in Ninawa through forming a new local government in the course of dialogue.  
 
39. SOI seeking to attract the majority of the blocs and parties in Anbar province, for 
an alliance with United Iraqi Alliance (UIA) (Radio Nawa) 
 
Principal advisor to the leader of Iraq's Awakening councils, Fadhil al-Dhayi', announced that 
the group is seeking an alliance with Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki in the coming legislative 
elections. 
 
Dhayi' said that SOI leadership began massive moves to attract the majority of parties and 
blocs in Anbar to be included in the list of the Prime Minister, for participation in the 
forthcoming elections. He explained that the significant achievements of SOI grants it powers 
to group major parties and tribes in Anbar to form a single electoral list, and then engage in 
the list of the Prime Minister. 
 
Dhayi' stressed that what encourages them for an alliance with the Prime Minister is the 
political program adopted by the Government which represents the mission of the Dawa 
Party, which moved away from sectarianism and sectarian fanaticism to dealing with 
everybody in a genuine nationalistic spirit, and that is what they are seeking. 
 
40. IHEC cancels about 40 polling stations in the elections of Kurdistan Region (PUK 
media) 
 
A member of the Board of Commissioners of the Independent High Electoral Commission 
confirmed the abolition of approximately 40 polling stations in the Kurdistan Region, of the 
elections that took place on 7-25. 
 
Aboudi said in a telephone communication to Radio Sawa that the Board of Commissioners 
will hold a press conference in Irbil on Friday to announce the results. 
 
41. PUK member linked to car bomb that killed 5, injured 36  (al-Malaf website)        
 
The car bomb that exploded in a market in Rahim Awa - a mainly Kurdish neighborhood - 
four days ago, was purchased from "Sardar" car dealership in Sulaymaniyah. 
 
The owner of the car is a member of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), who works in 
Jamjamal city. The car exploded near Irbil garage last Thursday evening killing five people 
and injuring 36 in addition to causing material damage to nearby shops. 
 
Observers were shocked that the explosion took place during Talabani's visit to the city, and 
while the Kurdish Peshmerga and police cordoned off and secured the area before and after 
the visit. 



 
The blast occurred in "Rahim Awa" north of Kirkuk city, located about 240 km north of 
Baghdad. The region is a point of dispute among various ethnic groups in Iraq, particularly 
Arabs, Kurds and Turkmen seeking control over the oil wealth 
 
42. Elections laws effects Alliance formation (Al-Sharqiya T.V.) 
 
Ali al-Adib, the Deputy Secretary General of Dawa Party, said the new alliance depends on 
the nature of the elections laws. A continuing flood of discussions is taking place among the 
parliamentary blocs to assess a solution accepted to all. 

If the electoral list is closed, given portions to the coalitions under the same bloc would not be 
possible. The bloc will have to wait to enter the elections solely. Adib suggested pursuing the 
old election law because the new law will face an obstacle in regard to Kirkuk. 

43. Kurdistan criticizes Ban Ki-Moon (Al-Sharqiya T.V.) 
 
The government of Kurdistan region harshly criticized Ban Ki-moon, the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations, for his recommendations to reexamine the region's constitution that 
included the disputed Kirkuk to merge with Kurdistan. 

Falah Mustafa, the head of Foreign Relations in Kurdistan, said in a press release, "The 
Constitution is a private matter for Kurdistan and its citizens. The region is part of an 
independent Iraq. Accepting or refusing the constitution is limited to the Kurdistani people." 

44. Blocs criticize Iraqi Electoral Commission (Al-Sharqiya T.V.) 
 
The Electoral Commission in Iraq negotiated the field and chart procedures of the upcoming 
Parliamentary elections with the participating parties. Representatives of different blocs differ 
in their disagreements regarding the electoral measures. Some say the time limit for entering 
the coalition is not adequate, while others criticize it for practicing sectarianism. 

45. Iran-Iraq Eight Year War Remembrance (Al-Sharqiya T.V.) 
 
Twenty-one years ago today, the Iran-Iraq eight-year-war ended in Aug. 8, 1988. Iraqis 
remember the war Iran initiated against Iraq with vast emotions they called the suffering and 
mourning for losing their loved ones in every Iraqi family. Thus far, Iraq endures difficulties 
in economic, social and political aspects of life. 
 
46. Swiss Embassy in Tehran gets involved with U.S. detainees case (Al-Sharqiya TV) 
 
Iranian Students' News Agency reported that the Swiss Embassy in Tehran, which represents 
U.S. interests in Iran, asked the Iranian authorities permission to meet with the three U.S. 
citizens arrested on the Iraqi-Iranian borders at the end of July. 

The Swiss Ambassador in Tehran represents the U.S. interest in Iran, since Washington and 
Tehran have been lacking diplomatic relations for nearly 30 years. On the other side, Iraqi 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Hoshyar Zebari asked Iranian Ambassador to Baghdad Hassan 
Kazemi-Qomi for details about the arrest of the three Americans when they met on 



Wednesday. Zebari said today that he's still waiting for a response from the Iranian Foreign 
Ministry. 

47. Barzani and allies' win in Kurdish polls confirmed (Reuters) 
Final results of last month's vote in Iraqi Kurdistan were largely unchanged from a 
preliminary count that reconfirmed Masoud Barzani as regional president and gave his allies a 
majority in parliament. 
 
The final tally, released late on Friday, also gave about a quarter of the parliamentary vote to 
Change, or Goran in Kurdish, a list which mounted an unprecedented challenge in a region of 
Iraq accustomed to two-party hegemony. However, Change had submitted several complaints 
of voting irregularities to Iraq's elections commission, and senior Change member Mohamed 
Rahim said the group disputed the final results. 
"We don't agree with the results, and we will meet about what to do next... Our complaints 
have had no effect," he said. 
 
An official at Iraq's Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) said the group had 
another two days to submit a complaint to an appeals court if they disagreed with the final 
count. Former guerrilla leader Barzani won 70% of the presidential vote, unchanged from the 
preliminary count. 
 
The ruling parties-Barzani's Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) and the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK) of Iraqi President Jalal Talabani-ran in a joint alliance and secured 57.3% of 
the parliamentary vote. 
 
That gives them 59 seats in Kurdistan's 111-seat parliament, down from their previous 
majority of 78. Change won 25 seats, with the rest split between smaller groups and 
minorities. 
 
The vote came against a backdrop of mounting tensions between the Kurdistan regional 
government, which governs a largely autonomous region of northern Iraq, and the Arab-led 
government in Baghdad. The two sides are locked in a bitter feud over territory and oil, and 
the oil-producing region of Kirkuk, which Kurds consider their ancestral homeland, is at the 
heart of the row. 
 
48. Sunni Endowment excludes affiliation with Shiite (al-Malaf Website) 
 
Mahmoud Sameedaie, Sunni Endowment vice-chairman, ruled out the possibility of merging 
the Shiite and Sunni in the same Ministry of Endowments because of the diversity of religions 
and sects known in Iraq. 

Ali al-Allak, a member of the Religious and Endowments Affairs in the House, explained the 
difficulties to integrate the two at the present time after the distribution of offices and tasks. 
Invitations to merge the Sunni and Shiite members were issued by some political blocs for the 
purpose of bonding and as evidence of good faith to give effect to the national reconciliation 
draft in Iraq. 

49. VP Tariq Al-Hashimi: We should all work on preserving the sovereignty of Iraq 
and put our differences aside (Al-Sharqia T.V.) 
 



On the water issue, Vice President Tariq Al-Hashemi urged the elder to go to Shat Al-Arab 
and see for themselves the dying palms. Shat Al-Arab used to be the best place in the world 
for palm trees. Now the palms are dying for the lack of water. 
 
Iran refused our equipment to enter their territories to bulldoze Shat Al-Arab and they 
redirected 42 rivers that were supposed to flow into Iraq to go into Iran. Is that what Muslim 
neighbors do to each other, Hashimi asked. 
 
We can't blame Turkey anymore. They increased the water flow into our rivers as they 
promised but that is not enough. I wish some politicians with good ties to Iran to intervene 
and help water flow back into Iraq, he said. 
 
50. UN extends its mission in Iraq for another year (al-Malaf website) 
 
United Nations Security Council voted for a draft resolution to extend the UN Assistance 
Mission in Iraq (UNAMI) for another year Friday. The 15 countries agreed to extend the work 
of the mission, which expires on Friday and is staffed by 1104 people. 

The draft resolution by Britain and the U.S. called the Iraqi government and the other States 
members to continue to provide security and logistical support for the UN mission in Iraq. 

Last month, the Dutch Ed Malkurt, who had been serving as Deputy Director of the UN 
Development Program, was assigned the head of mission taking over from Swedish Stefan de 
Mistura, who has spent two years in Baghdad and was recently appointed Deputy Director of 
the World Food Program. 

The UN mission extension came less than two weeks before reviving the memory of the bomb 
attack on its headquarters in Baghdad August 19, 2003 that killed 22 people, including the 
Diplomat Sergio Vieira de Mello. 

51. Iran 'show' trial escalates standoff (The Christian Science Monitor) 
 
Iran escalated its standoff with the West as it put a French academic on trial Saturday and 
confirmed that it had transferred to Tehran three Americans detained on the Iran-Iraq border. 
The trial, which began last Saturday, is targeting the role of foreign powers. Alongside French 
national Clotilde Reiss in the courtroom were dozens of new defendants, among them 
reformist politicians and two local workers for the British and French embassies in Tehran. 
They stand accused of fomenting a "velvet revolution" in the aftermath of the controversial 
June 12 presidential elections in Iran. 
 
"The focus is now on incriminating Western governments and companies," says Mehrdad 
Boroujerdi, the director of Middle East Studies at Syracuse University in New York. 
"Bringing out the British Embassy worker is part of trying to substantiate their charges and 
show that this is all part of a Western conspiracy, with Facebook and Twitter playing roles." 
 
The three Americans were arrested on July 31 while reportedly hiking in a natural resort in 
northeastern Iraq's mountainous border area with Iran. After being held for some days in the 
border town of Marivan, a provincial administrative center, they were moved to Tehran, 
according to an ABC News story quoting a State Department official. 



 
The transfer may suggest an escalation in their case. Iranian parliamentarian Hussein Sobhani-
Nia told the Iranian state-run broadcaster that he would be convening a meeting tomorrow of 
the Majles commission on national security and foreign relations to discuss their fate. 
 
"Certainly it's going to signal that they'll be holding them as a  bargaining chip," says Mr. 
Boroujerdi. "Even though they will eventually be released, Tehran will try to capitalize as 
much as possible and extract some concessions out of the United States." 
 
He added that the treatment of Ms. Reiss would not be encouraging to Washington officials. 
Reiss was arrested on July 1 as she was leaving the country after teaching in Esfahan for five 
months. She has seen the French ambassador once for 10 minutes over the past five weeks of 
her detention, and spoken to him on the phone a further two times. 
 
"Folks in Washington will not have been made comfortable by the way in which [she] was 
paraded before the court today," says Mr. Boroujerdi. Inside the wood-paneled court, 
haggard-looking defendants - some of whom have been kept for nearly two months - sat on 
leather-backed armchairs listening to the charges read out. One of them, Mohammad Reza Ali 
Zamani, was described as a member of an exiled monarchist group and recounted, according 
to a government-owned channel that broadcast only images of the defendants, how he was 
"taught to make bombs" and identify bases of the ideological Basiji militia for targeting. 
According to the commentary on Press TV, he admitted to receiving funding and training 
from Israel and the US in Iraq's northern Kurdistan province  
 
Both the British and French governments condemned Iran for the decision to put them on 
trial. Commenting on the trial of its staff worker Hossein Rassam, who, according to Iran's 
IRNA news agency, told the court Saturday of a British role in financially bolstering activists, 
the British Foreign Office condemned the "so-called confessions of prisoners who have been 
denied their basic human rights" as "completely unacceptable." Mr. Rassam was one of eight 
employees to be detained in the aftermath of the elections, and was released two weeks ago on 
bail. 
 
Iran has been accused of detaining people to score political points in the recent past. It held 15 
British sailors who allegedly straying into Iranian waters in 2007, and several Dubai-based 
Westerners in disputed territorial waters while on pleasure cruises. 
 
Sympathizers and relatives protested outside the court before securit  forces violently 
dispersed them. Three family members of defendant Ali Tajer-Nia, a member of the reformist 
Mosharekat party, were arrested, according to eyewitnesses. 
 
Iran has executed 115 people in the past two months according to Amnesty International in 
what the human rights group called an "alarming spike." 
 
52. Reconciliation Front ceases, political trends engaged in talks individually (Al-
Iraqiya T.V.) 
 
Thafer Al-Aanie, head of the Reconciliation Front, said what was known as the Reconciliation 
Front is now non-existent and won't run in the up-coming elections. He said there is no 
physical or corporate entity that speaks for the Front and that it, as well as the Political Trends 
it involved are currently individually engaged in talks. 



53. Elections and election law (Al-Iraqiya T.V.) 
 
Whereas the open-ended Slate Approach (and Multiple Election Precints) provides a large 
swathe of freedom to select the most suited candidate for a given office. While the approach 
has proven to be a successful one with respect to the elections of Provincial Councils, it has 
therefore become the most expected preference and the approach of choice for the voters and 
the political blocs as they may be either the opponents (who reversed their stance once Al-
Sistani Sources and have concurred with the procedure) or proponents of the procedure. 
However, the debate surrounding the election law remains to be the only game in town that 
resonates within the corridors of the Iraqi Parliament continuously. 
 
54. Kurdistan List invites winners to form new government (Aswat al-Iraq) 
 
A spokesperson for the Kurdistan List on Saturday said that all winning blocs are invited to 
take part in forming the new government of the Kurdistan region. 

"If these blocs are not ready to participate in forming the government, the Kurdistan List will 
do it," Susan Khala Shihab told Aswat al-Iraq news agency. 

The spokesperson said that she expects the new Parliament to meet within the next 10 days. 
On Friday (Aug. 7) afternoon, the Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) 
announced the final results of the parliamentary elections in the Kurdish region. The 
Kurdistan List, formed by the two main Kurdish parties - Iraqi President Jalal Talabani's 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) and Iraqi Kurdistan Region's President Massoud 
Barazani's Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP), occupied a majority of 59 seats in the 
Parliament. 

Parliamentary and presidential elections for the semi-autonomous Iraqi Kurdistan region were 
held on July 25 with the participation of 24 lists and five runners for the top post in Kurdistan. 
The parliamentary election is the third and the presidential election is the first to be held in the 
region. 

55. White coup inside the Islamic party against extremists, Baathists  
(burathanews.com) 
 
Sources inside the Islamic party said, "The new leadership in the party expelled more than 
2,000 of the party's members who have ties with extremists groups or Baath party." The party 
started by expelling the extremists from the political office, then moved onto important 
cleansing process in its general conference, the source added. 

Some of those expelled included the Son of Dr. Tariq Al-Hashimi and the two representatives 
Dr. Abd-al-Karim Al-Samara'I and Dr. Umar Al-Karbuli, the source said. The preliminary 
indications show the Islamic party's determination on pushing its project forward to bring 
together all Iraqi components ï especially Shi'ite components and to distance Sunnis from the 
parties that want to use them for sectarian purposes, only to serve their own interests and 
agenda, the source said. 



56. Water shortage resolution weighs heavily on debates between Al-Maliki, Zebari and 
Rasheed (Al-Iraqiya) 
 
The scarcity of water supply which Iraq is currently experiencing, and is still affecting the 
nation, requires the country to adopt a new policy vis-a-vie the littoral countries on its boards, 
which are playing a negative role with regard to Iraq's share of the water. The matter calls the 
Iraqi government to adopt new policy and dispatch its delegations to know the causes that 
prompted both Turkey and Iran to build dams astride the Tigris and Euphrates. 

Furthermore, it prompted Iraq's Prime Minister, Nouri Al-Maliki to consider the issue with his 
Foreign Affairs Minister, Hoshyar Zebari, and the Minister of Water resources, Mr. Abdel-
Latif Gamal Rasheed. On the other hand, Zebari had indicated that certain blue-prints are in 
place to address the issue in question that is viewed to be of grave consequences on the 
environment and is impacting the Iraqi citizen. 

Initiating the blue prints with a view to address the crisis is the first step in the right direction 
for Iraq to acquire its full share of water from both rivers as there is no alternative that may 
compensate for the need of water from both rivers and their tributaries even if there were 
subterranean waters. 

57. An armed group has distributed leaflets in Ninewa calling to prevent the food 
supply, the construction material and fuel from entering Sinjar, where most of the 
Yazidis live, on the pretext of selling these materials to Shiites in Talafar (Aswat al-Iraq) 
 
The leaflets, distributed in the Sinjar, Baaj and Talafar districts in northwestern Mosul in the 
past days, came in form of an instigative statement calling for besieging Sinjar. The leaflets 
carry the signature of the so-called Islamic State of Iraq, which is considered one of the main 
armed groups in the region before waging the rule of law security plan in Ninewa two years 
ago. 

The statement, received by Aswat al-Iraq news agency, called to siege Sinjar and prevent food 
supplies, constructional materials and fuels from entering the city as it represents the main 
provider for the Shiite-dominated Talafar. 

Mayor of Sinjar, Dakheel Qassem Hassoun, played down the effects of armed groups in the 
region, asserting that their attempts will not manage to destabilize the district. Mosul, the 
capital city of Ninewa province, lies 405 km north of Baghdad. 

58. MP Abdul Bari Zebari: Ministry of Foreign Affairs quietly seeking the release of 
Americans held by Iran (al-Iraq news) 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs quietly seeking the release of Americans held by Iran A member 
of the Foreign Relations Committee in the House of Representatives Abdul Bari Zebari said, 
"The Ministry of Foreign Affairs is moving quietly to release the three American detainees 
who entered Iranian territory by mistake from the territory of Kurdistan." 

Zebari added saying, "The Foreign Relations Committee of the parliament will express its 
opinion on this issue after getting particular information," pointing out that the role of Iraq in 



this case would be an important role to bridge the gap in point of views between the parties to 
reach a solution for the release of the three citizens. 

MP Zebari said, "Currently the relations are not good between Tehran and Washington which 
could delay their release," indicating that Tehran could use them as a political pressure on the 
U.S. side during the next phase. 

59. MP: Parliament voted on 38 ambassadors, including 12 from Kurdistan region 
(PUK media website) 
 
A member of the Foreign Relations Committee in the Iraqi Parliament, Abdul-Bari Zebari, on 
Saturday, said that the Parliament during the last legislative term concluded the issue of 38 
ambassadors, including 12 ambassadors from the territory of Kurdistan, by voting and 
forwarding their names to the Presidential Committee. 
 
Zebari, in an exclusive statement to PUK said during its final legislative term, the Parliament 
ended the issue of 38 Iraqi ambassadors, including 12 ambassadors from the Kurdistan 
territory.  The voting process was concluded and the names were forwarded to the Presidential 
Committee and from there to the Presidency of the Republic to be appointed to the concerned 
countries in coordination with the Iraqi Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  
 
It was noted that Ali al-Dabbagh is one of the ambassadorial nominees, who was approved by 
the Parliament. Zebari clarified that the process of determining the country is under the 
authority of the Constitution, and then the final ratification will take place after examining the 
candidates, noting that determining the countries is also the responsibility of the government 
in coordination with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
 
Nominees will have to pass a training phase, which is six-month after they are ratified by the 
Presidency of the Republic. 
 
60. Preserving Iraq (Al-Iraqiya TV) 
 
In a gathering that brought together the Iraqi Vice President, Mr. Tarek Al-Hashemie and 
tribal leaders and notables of Al-Zubeidiah neighborhood of Al-Wassit Governorate 
(province). Al-Hashemie called upon them to adhere to the principle of territorial integrity 
that would fully preserve and maintain Iraq, and confront all schemes, foreign and domestic 
harbored against the Iraqi people. He added that such adherence would bring about the 
creation of a state that is capable of providing a felicitations livelihood for its people. 

61. President of Accord (Tawafuq) Front: Nothing is left of what is called Accord Front 
to wage the next elections (al-Baghdadiya) 
 
Dhafer al-Ani, President of the Iraqi Accord Front bloc in the parliament, said that no such 
thing called the Iraqi Accord Front is left to wage the next parliamentary elections scheduled 
for early next year. 

Ani said that nothing is left now named the Accord Front, but there are parties and blocs that 
were within the Front and each working is alone. He added that the Accordance Front now 
and the political Trends within the Front, each is now negotiating on its own and that there is 



no person or party to negotiate on behalf of the Accordance Front. There are political entities 
inside the Front trying to negotiate and find some options that deem appropriate. 

The Iraqi Accordance Front is composed of three basic components: The Iraqi Islamic Party, 
Conference of Iraqi people and the National Dialogue Council, as well as some independents. 
But differences soon appeared between those components, which led to a decrease of the seats 
in the Parliament from 44 to less than 30. Ani said that all political forces within the Accord 
Front agree that there is an urgent need to be a part of a large national bloc. 

62. Khalid al-Attiya rejects the current political system in Iraq (Radio Nawa) 

Vice President of the Iraqi parliament, Khalid al-Attiya, attacked the consensual democracy in 
Iraq, considering the current political system hindering the country's advancement. 

Attiya said while attending the United States Institute of Peace in Washington that the 
consensual democracy and quotas produced negative aspects calling on Iraqis to consider a 
variety of ways to get out of it. 

Attiya expressed the view that there are sufficient reasons to move Iraqis to think better and 
develop their political system that will benefit their interests. 

Attiya said that since the last provincial elections, parties and blocs are thinking developing 
methods and work in order Iraq to progress, and especially through the first democratic 
institution (The Parliament). 

63. Barzani: We must work to restore the disputed areas in the region (Al-Hurra TV) 
 
After the announcement of the final results of Parliamentary and Presidency elections in 
Kurdistan Region, President Massoud Barzani called on the winners for joint cooperation and 
unity. 
 
He stressed the importance of the Constitutional rights of the people of Kurdistan and said, 
"We must work together to secure the Constitution rights and retention of the Kurdistan 
Region and preserve the higher interests of Iraq. After the elections Kurdistan is moving 
towards a new political and diplomatic level, so we need to plan carefully the development of 
relations with regional countries on the basis of common interests." 
 
64. MP: Government talks with former officers are not related to politics (al-Iraqiya 
TV) 
 
United Iraqi Alliance Parliament Member, Abbas al-Bayati, said the talks between the 
Government and officers from the former regime are not of any political nature, clarifying 
that the talks are related to their financial benefits and the possibilities of benefiting from their 
experiences Al-Bayati explained that three committees to administrate the talks were formed, 
one in each of Egypt, Yemen and Syria.     
 
On the same note, the Head of the Independent Arab Bloc, Abed Mutlaq al-Jabbouri, stated 
that some of the officers in the former regime expressed willingness to join and participate in 



the political process. However; he added that an Article in the Iraqi Constitution prohibits 
them from joining. 
 
Al-Jabbouri called on the Government of Iraq to help the former regime officers and to 
benefit from their experiences. 
 
65. Iraqi's PMs cheat on the Denmark welfare system (Radio Sawa)    
 
A Danish newspaper on Thursday revealed a scandal of which a Kurdistan Region's 
parliament member has registered himself with Denmark welfare system and have been 
receiving a monthly stipend from social security office. 

The newspaper stated that a Kurdish lawmaker, Balin Abdullah Mahmud who holds dual Iraqi 
and Denmark citizenships, submitted a request for early retirement, claiming that he was 
suffering from neurological disease symptoms and severe depression.  Soon after, it was 
learned that he lives in northern Iraq and receives good salary from Kurdistan's parliament.    

The paper also stated that the MP, Samia Aziz Mohamed of the Kurdistan Alliance has done 
the same thing. 

66. Iraqi-Iranian agreement to speed up procedures for settling the demarcation of the 
common border (al-SABAH) 
 
Iran and Iraq agreed to speed up procedures for settling the demarcation of the common 
border. Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari discussed with Hasan Kazimi Qomi, the Iranian 
ambassador to Iraq, bilateral issues between the two countries. 

During the meeting, according to a statement a copy of which was received by "al-Sabah," 
they discussed the political situation and stressed speeding up the work of the technical 
commissions on the demarcation of the land and river borders between the two countries, and 
the talks of consular relations. 

The foreign minister raised the issue of Iran's border authorities arresting three American 
citizens in the region of Meryawan and requested information on the circumstances of their 
arrest. Zebari visited Tehran last March, where he discussed with officials there several 
important issues including border demarcation especially with regard to Shatt al-Arab, the 
joint oil fields, Iraqi aircraft in Iran, and other important issues. 

67. Cabinet receives requests for the postponement of the date of the census (Radio 
NAWA) 
 
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Planning Mahdi al-Alaak announced the readiness of the 
Ministry of Planning technically and administratively to implement the census on its schedule. 

Alaak said in a statement to reporters that the Cabinet had received requests from the 
provinces of Kirkuk and Ninawa to postpone the census, noting that the reasons for the 
decision to postpone, in the event if it is taken, is political and not technical. 



Alaak said that the procedures that have been completed will not be affected in the event the 
census is postponed, stressing relying on it for the implementation of the new census. 

68. An Iraqi MP called on Saudi Arabia to appoint an Ambassador to Iraq (al-Jewar) 
An Iraqi Parliament member criticized Arab states, particularly Saudi Arabia in lack of 
cooperation with the significant change that took place in Iraq, calling on Riyadh to stop 
incitements against Iraqi people and to appoint an ambassador in Baghdad immediately. 

In an exclusive statement to Al-Alam News, the MP, Nadim al-Jaberi, said that there are 
complex problems between the GOI and Saudi Arabia as result of misunderstanding, 
confusion and different points of views about the developments that have occurred in Iraq 
since 2003, and the change that has occurred.  

The Al-Gabri added that Saudi Arabia considered the regim in Iraq has changed from Sunni 
government to a Shiite government, and that is not in its favor because it will establish a new 
Iraq-Iran collation. 

He believes that steps need to be taken by Riyadh and Baghdad at this stage to restore normal 
relations for many reason, such as; religion, history and geography. 

69. Disputes between Daawa Party and Supreme Islamic Council (Al-Sharqiya TV) 
 
The Alliance List postponed again to announce the new United Iraqi Alliance. Sources said 
that there is a dispute between the Daawa Party and Supreme Islamic Council concerning 
their representation in the alliance. 
 
MP Sami al-Askari from Daawa Party, said that there is a disagreement over what he said 
were plans to revive the 2005 alliance, without first inviting non Shiite partners. 
 
He added, "One of our options to participate in the next election will be as the State of Law 
Coalition, if the PM Maliki and Supreme Islamic Council fail to reach a deal, we will work to 
build a national alliance that includes the PM and his allies. If Leaders from Supreme Islamic 
Council do not acknowledge their real weight after their performance in the next election, 
then we won't make any deals with them." 
 
70. Lawmaker urges Iraq to adopt a counter-terrorism law (Al-Fayah) 

The independent member of the House of Representatives and Wael Abdul Latif told a 
rainbow to the activation of anti-terrorism law and the opening of files and to hold all of the 
proven support of terrorism and support of those in some neighboring countries, and pursue 
them until the need arises, and the severance of diplomatic relations with them.  

He attributed the ABDELLATIF deal contrario, some Arab countries from going to the 
weakness of Iraqi political and diplomatic position towards the Iraqi Mahdy many of those 
countries harboring terrorists, calling for the expulsion of the ambassadors of countries which 
have been proven to harboring terrorists and cut off economic relations with them. 

71. Iraqi Paper Reports on Islamic Da'wah Party-Iraq Organization Second Conference 
(Al-Sabah) 



 
The Islamic Da'wah Party-Iraq Organization held its second periodic meeting at Al-Sudayr 
Hotel in Baghdad on 2 August 2009. The conference was attended by an elite group of senior 
cadres of the party. The conferees discussed the working paper drafted by the competent 
committee. The most important points in the paper had to do with the organizational aspect of 
the party and the possibility of expanding its grassroots and involving all components, 
especially the youth and women sectors, and releasing their energies. The conferees also 
discussed the political and economic situation in a way that serves building up a new 
democratic Iraq. A new leadership and shura council were elected. The conference will 
convene again in three months to review its activities and come up with views that serve the 
nation in the future. 

The conferees issued important decisions and recommendations, which will be announced 
later. Abd-al-Karim al-Anzi, a key leader of the Islamic Da'wah Party-Iraq Organization, has 
confronted all attempts at marginalization and exclusion of clerics that have been made since 
the fall of the tyrant and until now. The following is the upshot of the decisions made by the 
conferees. 

72. Iraq's Chalabi Interviewed on Election Preparations, Al-Maliki's Kurdistan Visit 
(Al-Arabiyah TV) 
 
Dubai Al-Arabiyah Television in Arabic at 1630 GMT on 7 August carries within its weekly 
program "From Iraq" a 15-minute interview with Ahmad Chalabi, leader of the Iraqi National 
Congress, via satellite from Baghdad, by Najwa Qasim in the Dubai studios. 

Asked about his current political activities, Chalabi says: "The situation in Iraq now needs 
new basic activity. What happened in Iraq has led to a huge historic change in the region. The 
totalitarian dictatorial regime fell and the Americans entered Iraq. Now the Americans are 
getting out of Iraq as we expected long ago. The real change in the situation on the ground in 
Iraq is that the majority have managed to establish themselves as a political authority. This is 
a major and important change and we have to protect and defend the constitution and continue 
the march." 

When told that many political forces affiliated with the Unified Iraqi Coalition [UIC] will 
participate in the upcoming elections and asked how different today's UIC is from the past 
coalition, Chalabi says "the basic change in this coalition is that efficiency will be more 
important than loyalty to one's party." He adds: "We will not be able to fix things in one 
stroke; efficiency will be the most important element in choosing candidates. Besides, the 
UIC will have detailed programs that can convince the Iraqi people and that can be achieved. 
These are completely different from promises. Promises are not a platform. Programs will be 
detailed in order to address the Iraqi people's daily issues like unemployment, management of 
funds, oil, housing, public services like electricity and water, and Iraq's relations with 
neighboring countries, the United States, and other countries." 

Asked if the UIC's participation in the elections will be larger this time and will not depend on 
Shiite affiliation, Chalabi says: "The coalition will be large and open to all. It should not be 



said that the Shiites do not participate. The Shiites must participate. The majority of the Iraqi 
people are Shiite. They do not have a certain reason that prevents them from strongly 
participating. Besides, they are Iraqis and Arabs. The majority of Arabs in Iraq are Shiite." 

Asked if Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki's party will run for the elections as part of the UIC, 
Chalabi says: "The Da'wah Party and Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki are some of the pillars of 
the UIC. The Da'wah Party has a long history in resisting the former regime and in 
participating in drafting the constitution and ruling Iraq after the fall of Saddam's regime." 

When told that "some news media cited sources close to Al-Maliki as saying there is no great 
enthusiasm on the part of Al-Maliki to be part of the coalition and, therefore, will act 
separately," Chalabi says: "I think the Da'wah Party favors a collective opinion rather than a 
separate action. Attempts, mostly foreign, are being made to convince some parties that their 
independent or separate participation will be in their interest. I do not think these parties are 
going to fall into this trap. The participation of the Da'wah Party is important and necessary 
and contacts with the party members are under way.  

We met with them and discussed things in a very friendly manner. They held the opinion that 
the political parties in Iraq were established at different stages to combat Saddam's regime and 
confront the dictatorship. We are now in the stage of building the state and we have to pay 
attention to building it with efficiency. This was the opinion of the Da'wah Party leaders 
during our recent meetings with them." 

The program then carries the following report over video by its Baghdad correspondent Majid 
Hamid on Al-Maliki's visit to the Kurdistan Region: "The three leaders ï  

President Jalal Talabani, Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki, and Mas'ud Barzani -- have met in 
the Dukan resort in the Al-Sulaymaniyah Governorate for two days. The main purpose of Al-
Maliki's visit was congratulating the region on the results of elections, but differences 
between the region and center were present. Al-Maliki supported all paragraphs of the 
constitution, including the ones to which he has previously objected. Participants in the 
tripartite meeting agreed to draw up timetables and mechanisms to discuss differences and 
resume talks in Baghdad between the federal government and the Kurdistan Government. The 
Kurdistan Region is trying to annex the disputed areas to the region. These include the oil-rich 
Kirkuk. This is one of the main contentious issues between the two sides, in addition to the 
issue of the peshmerga and the oil and gas law although the three leaders stressed that the 
talks were positive and were held in a friendly and brotherly atmosphere." 

Asked if the Kurdish-Shiite alliance will be re-formed after Al-Maliki's visit, Chalabi says: 
"The prime minister's visit to the Iraqi Kurdistan Region was important. It came first to break 
the ice among the parties. His visit and meeting with the leaders of the region at the invitation 
of Iraqi President Jalal Talabani and his meeting with Kurdistan Region President Mas'ud 
Barzani showed that the Iraqi political parties, which struck an alliance for at least two 
decades to topple Saddam's regime, are now breathing spirit into this alliance once again so 
that the forces which participated in toppling Saddam's regime and writing the Iraqi 
constitution can protect the new situation and democracy in Iraq." 



On whether he, too, supports the Kurdistan Region constitution, Chalabi says: "We support 
and protect the Iraqi constitution. We also protect the right of every entity of the Iraqi people 
to exercise its rights on the basis of the Iraqi constitution, which was approved by the 
overwhelming majority of the Iraqi people." 

Asked about this week's Baghdad bank robbery and the accusations leveled at officials, 
Chalabi says: "I will begin by defending Vice President Dr Adil Abd-al-Mahdi. Dr Adil is an 
important national figure in Iraq. He is above suspicion. The participation of a bodyguard in 
this incident should not at all mean that Dr Adil was involved. Actually, it was Dr Adil who 
first uncovered the incident. I think that penetration occurred by parties that wanted to 
undermine the political process in Iraq. We should not level accusations at people but let the 
investigators and the judiciary exercise their powers fully. The rush made by some officials in 
leveling accusations was inappropriate." 

Finally asked if it is high time to review the formation of the security forces undertaking 
official tasks, Chalabi says: "The interior minister said a few months ago that there are 40,000 
corrupt personnel in the police force. Therefore, we have to work seriously to purge the Iraqi 
military and security services from the ones who harbor evil for the country or exploit their 
position to make personal gains. Now we have a million people carrying arms in the army and 
police force and we have to improve the system of command and control over these elements 
so that they can serve Iraq away from personal interests."  

73. Iraqi Islamic Party 'Strongly' Condemns 7 Aug Ninawa Mosque Bombing (Iraqi 
Islamic Party) 
 
The website of the Iraqi Islamic Party [IIP] on 8 August carries a statement in which the party 
condemns the bombings that targeted worshippers while leaving a mosque in eastern Ninawa 
Governorate on Friday, 7 August. 

The statement begins by saying that "The Iraqi Islamic Party has strongly condemned the 
bloody bombings that targeted a group of worshippers while leaving a mosque in Shuraykhan 
Village in eastern Ninawa Governorate, causing the martyrdom and wounding of scores of 
civilians." 

The statement adds: "It seems that the enemies of Iraq still insist on shedding chaste and 
righteous Iraqi blood in order to achieve their malicious goals and rancorous regional 
agendas. The best proof of this is that they chose Friday, which is a blessed day on which 
worshippers meet to perform prayers, to carry out their crimes." 

The statement goes on to say: "The party stressed that this new wave of bombings has 
political goals, is increasing day after day, and coincides with the approach of the upcoming 
parliamentary elections. The party also expressed surprise at the performance of security 
agencies, which still fail to hunt down criminals, and their total failure to put an end to 
criminal attacks that are still claiming the lives of innocent people every day without any 
deterrent."  

74. VP Al-Hashimi Blames Iran for Iraq's Water (Al-Sharqiyah TV) 



 

Within its evening newscasts on 8 August, Dubai Al-Sharqiyah Television in Arabic 
highlighted Iraqi Vice President Tariq al-Hashimi's statements on Iraq's water shortage 
problem; imposing a curfew in Al-Ratbah city in Al-Anbar; a statement by the head of the 
Ninawa Fraternity List saying that a second administration in the Ninawa Governorate will be 
formed if no agreement is reached with the Al-Hadba List. The channel also carries security 
developments. 

1300 GMT newscast: 

"Iraqi Vice President Tariq al-Hashimi has called for maintaining the full sovereignty of 
the country, preserving Iraq's land and people, and setting disputes and rows aside. During his 
meeting with chieftains and prominent figures in the Al-Zubaydiyah Sub district in the Wasit 
Governorate, Al-Hashimi said that foreign agendas would not have had such an impact on 
Iraq had the country enjoyed unity and reconciliation. Regarding the issue of Iraq's water, Al-
Hashimi hoped that politicians would take advantage of their good ties with Iran to ensure the 
release of more water shares in 42 rivers that were cut off and redirected toward Iran. Al-
Hashimi also called for following Turkey's example in releasing extra water shares into the 
Tigress and Euphrates rivers." 

 "Sami al-Askari, a leading figure in the Islamic Da'wah Party [IDP], has threatened not to 
strike any deal with the Iraqi Islamic Supreme Council [IISC] to run in the upcoming 
elections until the IISC's leaders recognize the IDP's true leverage. Al-Askari said to Reuters 
that one of the options available to the IDP is to run in the upcoming elections under the name 
of the State of Law Coalition. He added that if the prime minister, who is the chairman of the 
IDP, and the IISC do not reach an agreement, then a new alliance will be formed that includes 
the prime minister and his allies. Al-Askari also said that there were disputes on what he 
described as the IISC's plans to revive the coalition of 2005."  

"Two civilians were wounded when an explosive charge went off in southwestern Baghdad 
this afternoon. A police source said that the bomb went off in the Al-Sina'i neighborhood in 
the Al-Amil area. The sources added that the blast also caused material damage to nearby 
shops." 

"The local council of the Al-Ratbah city in the far west of the Al-Anbar Governorate has 
announced a vehicular curfew starting today until further notice. A source at the local council 
said that the curfew was imposed due to the armed clashes that broke out after awakening 
council members controlled the western area's customs department. On a related note, Al-
Anbar police said that it arrested four elements of the Hadithah police, including an officer 
holding the rank of major, after accusing them of mistreatment, abusing their positions, and 
human rights violations."  

1600 GMT newscast: 

"During a news conference held by the Kurdistan Democratic Party's [KDP] branch in Mosul 
in the Ba'shiqah Subdistrict in the east of the city while celebrating Mas'ud Barzani winning 



the post of President of the Region, Khisru Guran, head of the Ninawa Fraternity List, 
renewed his list's determination to form a second administration in the Ninawa Governorate if 
an agreement with the Al-Hadba cannot be reached." 

The channel then carries a video report in which Khisru Guran is shown saying: "The Ninawa 
Governorate is the only governorate with this special case in the whole of Iraq whereby a 
single list dominates all the posts in the governorate. Our boycott will continue until a 
political resolution involving all sides can be reached." 

"Ali al-Adib, deputy secretary general of the IDP, has said that political alliances depend on 
the nature of the election law, which is under much deliberation among the parliamentary 
blocs in order to reach a compromise that all sides can agree upon. In press statements, Al-
Adib said that the alliances will be affected by the nature of the law whereby if the list is a 
closed one, then it is not possible to distribute shares allocated to the entities running under a 
single coalition and that these entities will have to run independently. Al-Adib expected that 
the old election law will be adopted since the new law, with its amendments, will face the 
obstacle of Kirkuk."  

1900 GMT newscast: 

"The Independent High Electoral Commission [IHEC] in Iraq has discussed with 
representatives of parliamentary blocs running in the elections field and data-collecting 
procedures for the upcoming parliamentary elections. Opinions of representatives of the 
political entities on the IHEC's procedures varied. Some representatives said that the 
timeframe for registering the names of political entities is not enough to include other blocs in 
coalitions, while others criticized the makeup of the IHEC and considered it to be based on 
quotas and sectarian foundations." 

75. Iraqi Kurdistan Region Still Waiting For Iran's Response on Three US Detainees  
(Radio Nawa) 
 
Falah Mustafa, the head of the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) Foreign Relations 
Department, has said the government is still waiting for the Iranian response on the fate of 
three US citizens detained in July in Iran, the privately-run Radio Nawa website reported on 8 
August. 
 
The Iranian authorities arrested the three on 31 July when they mistakenly entered Iran from 
Hawraman border area of the Kurdistan Region's town of Halabjah. 
 
The radio carried an audio clip of Mustafa saying: "We held two official meetings with the 
Iranian representatives in the past days in Arbil and in Baghdad on the fate of the three 
detainees. We have also been in contact with the Iranian representatives on a daily basis." 
 

"Unfortunately, the Iranian officials have not officially responded to our inquiries. However, 
the region will continue to pursue the matter," Mustafa added. 

76. MKO Funds Attacks on Iranians in Iraq (Fars News Agency) 



 
The recent terrorist attacks against Iranian nationals and pilgrims in Iraq have been funded by 
the anti-Iran terrorist group, Mojahedin-e Khalq Organization (MKO), Iraqi media reported.  
 

"A hireling Iraqi group paid by the MKO is responsible for the recent attacks on Iranian 
pilgrims," Alla al-Khatib, a prominent Iraqi writer and journalist said, Habilian website 
reported. 

The journalist underlined that available documents and evidence display that the crime had 
been committed by MKO affiliates. 

Khatib reiterated that the attacks are aimed at creating distrust among Iranian pilgrims and 
Iraqi officials. 

The Iraqi writer, however, noted that such actions by the MKO cannot create a rift in Tehran-
Baghdad friendly ties. 

Elsewhere, Khatib described the vote by the Iraqi security forces to seize MKO's main base 
and training camp as "completely legal", and added, "Existence of Camp Ashraf in this crisis-
stricken region was a great problem." 

Iraqi security forces took control of MKO's Camp Ashraf about 60km (37 miles) north of 
Baghdad late July and detained dozens of the members of the terrorist group.  

Following the operation, the Iraqi authority also changed the name of the military center from 
Camp Ashraf to the Camp of New Iraq. 
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1. 19 people arrested in Diyala (Independent Press Agency) 
 
Joint forces of Iraqi Police and Iraqi Army launched a campaign of raids and searches in 
different parts of Diyala province, on Thursday. 

A police source told Independent Press that the campaign of raids and searches in different 
parts of the province led to the arrest of 19 wanted men for judicial issues, without giving 
further details. 

2. Security Developments in Iraq  (Al-Sharqiya TV) 
 
1)��Iraqi police announced that two IEDs detonated targeting a tower of Asia Cell phone 
company, in al-Mansour area west of Baghdad, and damaged the tower. Security sources said 
that 3 civilians were wounded from the two IEDs, who happened to be close to al-Zarzour 
restaurant, noting that a number of shops close by were damaged too. [SEE NOTE ABOVE.] 
 



2) Interior Ministry announced that they arrested five suspects of the al-Rafidain Bank 
robbery, but the two main suspects are believed that they left Iraq to an unknown destination. 
The Ministry added that they are pursuing the suspects through the help of Interpol and 
Diplomatic channels to bring them back to Iraq for justice. 
 
3. U.S. detainees in Iran latest development (Al-Sharqiya TV) 
 
There were conflicting reports in Iran regarding the fate of the three U.S. citizens kidnapped 
after crossing the Iranian border in northern Iraq. The spokesman of the Iranian Foreign 
Ministry, Hasan Kashkawi, said that the arrest of three U.S. citizens in Iran cannot be 
confirmed, indicating the existence of inconsistent and vague reports regarding their arrest in 
Iran. 

A security official in the Kurdistan region, Arraj Hasan Zada, a prominent Iranian Kurdish 
leader, confirmed the three Americans were captured four days ago for entering Iran illegally, 
adding they were under interrogation. 

Kadir Rahmajan, a Kurdish security official, told Reuters on Wednesday that, based on 
information available to Sulaimaniya security operation, the three U.S. citizens are students at 
a Syrian University who were visiting Kurdistan for the first time. They entered Iran 
mistakenly while hiking near the border area, after they lost track of their location. Rahmajan 
called for the Iranian security to treat them humanly. 

4. Security preparations to protect Karbala pilgrims of Shabaniya visit (Al-Sharqiya 
TV) 
 
There have been 21,000 troops assigned to protect Karbala visitors. The forces are covering 
the roads leading to Karbala. The troops are also distributed at the city's four main entrances, 
as well as inside the city. Four regiments were borrowed from neighboring provinces, and 
they are ready to assist in sheltering Karbala pilgrims during the Shabaniya visit. 
 
5. Mosul security development (Al-Sharqiya TV) 
 
1)��Armed clashes took place in Mosul city between unknown gunmen and Iraqi Police patrol 
force, an IP officer and two of the gunmen were killed, three armed men and a civilian were 
injured. 
 
2) The Iraqi Police said that a worker at Ninawa Medicine Factory was killed and two more 
workers were injured due to the explosion of a sticky bomb that was planted in their car on 
Talkif street, north of Mosul. 
 
6. IP Dismantle 15 kg bomb north of Nasiriyah (radiodijla) 
 

On Thursday, the IP Director of Dhi Qar province said "police dismantled an explosive device 
weighing 15 kg of TNT high explosive had been planted near the Youth and Sports building 
north of Nasiriyah. 



The target street is one of the city's busiest roads linking it with the capital, Baghdad. 

7. Iraqi Supreme Judicial Council: Prisoners released by U.S. forces will not go back to 
court (non14) 
 
According to the Iraqi Supreme Judicial Council the Iraqi detainees who were detained in 
U.S. forces' prisons and released prior to the implementation of the security agreement will 
not go back to court for the same crime they were already detained for. 

Abdul Sattar Al-Birqdar, the judge at the Iraqi Supreme Judicial Council, said in a press 
statement that "the Supreme Judicial Council will not re-open the cases of the detainees who 
were released by American forces earlier. " 

The American forces announced on July 3rd that the number of Iraqi detainees has decreased 
at Camp Bucca to 3,312, the lowest number recorded since 2004. 

The security agreement signed between the two countries organized for the release of Iraqi 
detainees by U.S. forces or transfer according to the arrest warrants to the Iraqi government. 

8. Car bomb explodes in Kirkuk, Clinton demands information on the detained 
Americans  (al-Hurra T.V) 
 
(1)��Six people were killed in an explosion, including an al-Sha'baniya visitor, according to 
the Iraqi police. A security official in Kirkuk said that five people were killed and 30 others 
were injured in a car bomb explosion that targeted a Kurdish residential area. 
 
(2) U.S. Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton, asked Iran to provide information on the three 
Americans detained by the Iranian authorities after mistakenly crossing the Iranian border. 
The American Government stated that among the detained is a journalist, who was preparing 
the cover the recent elections held in Kurdistan Region, Iraq. 
 
9. Massive explosive device dismantled north of Nasiriyah (Al-Iraq News) 
 
Thi Qar province police dismantled an explosive device weighing 15 kg of the high explosive 
TNT planted on the main road near the Directorate of Youth and Sports, north of Nasiriyah. 
 
The explosions were placed in a metal container, tied to a thermal lighter and connected to a 
fuse ready for detonation. The main road where the device was planted is considered the 
busiest highway in the area as it connects the city to Baghdad. 
 
10. Ninawa security developments (Al-Sharqiya T.V.) 
 
(1)��Two gunmen were killed and the third injured when a bomb they were carrying in their 
car exploded west of Mosul. 
 
(2) Gunmen driving a fast-moving car shot a woman dead for an unknown reason west of 
Mosul. 



 
(3) In Tilkif area north of Mosul, a civilian was killed and two injured when a car bomb 
exploded. 
 
11. VP Abdul-Mahdi expedites denouncing the bank robbery crime and the 
apprehension of offenders  (al-Iraqiya TV) 
 
Iraqi Interior Ministry said Vice President Adel-Abdul-Mahdi had informed Prime Minister 
Nuri al-Maliki that his personal bodyguard was involved in the bank robbery of al-Rafidain's 
Zawiya branch incident that resulted in eight people killed and over seven-billion Iraqi dinars 
stolen.   
 
The ministry confirmed in a press statement that its teams continue to hunt down the rest of 
the mob. The Ministry has stressed the role of Vice President Adel Abdul-Mahdi in speeding 
the exposing of the crime to hunt down the criminals. 
 
The Ministry's statement said that Vice President Abdul-Mahdi was quick to inform Prime 
Minister Nuri al-Maliki as soon as he knew the details of the incident. 
 
Ministry of Interior affirmed the arrest of five individuals involved in the robbery, clarifying 
that the two directly in charge of the robbery have fled outside the country. 
 
A statement issued by the VP's office, stated that only one person out of the nine involved in 
the bank robbery was a member of his private bodyguard team. 
 
12. Civilian killed in explosion southwest of Baghdad (Al-Sharqiya T.V.) 
 
A civilian was killed today in a bomb explosion in front of his house southwest of Baghdad. 
The security forces said that he was a displaced citizen who came to Mechanic area in Dora to 
check on his house once a month. The blast killed him instantly and caused material damage 
to his house. 

Former Iraqi Prime Minister Ibrahim Al-Jaafari, now the leader of Iraq's Shiite Islamic-based 
National Reform Movement, met yesterday with Turkish President Abdullah G¿l and other 
top Turkish political leaders to discuss the situation in war-torn Iraq. Jaafari said he favored 
broad-based coalitions, irrespective of sectarian and ethnic differences among the political 
groups before the 2010 elections. Turkey says it wants to maintain dialogue with all Iraqi 
groups to contribute to the political unity of neighboring Iraq. 
 
13. The fate of Peshmerga (Al-Sharqiya T.V.) 
 
The Minister of Peshmerga in the Kurdistan region Jafar Sheikh Mustafa said that the 
Peshmerga forces are part of the Iraqi Defense System ï not an element of the Iraqi Army. 

Mustafa added that the Kurdish people won't allow the Peshmerga to be a division of the Iraqi 
Army because based on the constitution, it's part of the defense structure of Iraq. Furthermore, 
he explained that the Peshmerga file laid on the discussion table during Maliki, Talabani and 
Barzani's meeting for the purpose of finding a final solution to this problem. 



The spokesman of the Kurdistani Alliance said the meetings in Dukan resulted to an 
agreement regarding the Peshmerga. The decision, made a few days ago, was to reforming it 
into two military groups and assigning some for retirement in addition to shifting the rest to 
civilian positions. 

14. Failed bank robbery south of Baghdad (Al-Sharqiya T.V.) 
 
Guards at al-Rasalah bank succeeded in blocking an armed robbery today, the second of its 
kind this week. 

The Ministry of Finance said that five guards thwarted a gang trying to rob al-Rasalah bank. 
The gang was equipped with military uniforms and vehicles and succeeded in breaking the 
building's back door using the force of one of their vehicles. 

Bank robberies in Iraq increased, reaching five, in the backdrop of lack of finance from a 
neighboring country supporting illegal armed groups operating in Iraq. 

15. U.S. Army assists with securing Karbala (Al-Sharqiya T.V.) 
 
The Security Committee in Karbala province announced the U.S. choppers and 
reconnaissance planes assisted with securing al-Shabaniya visit in Karbala province. 

Sattar al-Ardawai, a deputy in the security committee, explained they requested help from the 
U.S. Army to provide air security and reconnaissance of the surrounding areas. 

The security situation, the number of routes used by the pilgrims and the large quantity of 
roads used by buses carrying the visitors demand high security alert, said Ardawi. 

16. US Military Commander says Iraq Taking Lead on Security (Al-Sharqiya T.V.) 
 
Maj. Gen. Richard Nash, who commands U.S. forces in Iraq's nine southern provinces, told 
reporters at the Pentagon on Thursday that Iraqi forces have been taking the lead on urban 
security. 
 
"As I drive around here in the evenings going to meetings, I see them at checkpoints doing a 
very professional job," he said. Nash says U.S. forces are extremely mindful of the 
importance of abiding by the security agreement. "The local population in and around the 
cities will see that U.S. forces are in compliance and that we are working with Iraqi forces like 
we said we were going to," he said. 
 
17. 21 killed, 75 injured in a car bomb explosion in Mosul  (Radio NAWA) 
 
A source in Ninawa provincial police headquarters said that 96 people were killed and 
wounded by a car bomb attack on worshipers at a mosque, east of the city of Mosul. The 
source said that the car bomb exploded on Friday as prayers were coming out of a mosque 
after performing Friday prayers in Shraikhan village, east of the city. The source added that 
the explosion caused the deaths of 21 people and the wounding of 75 others, adding that 
ambulances rushed to the scene to transport victims. 



 
The source expected an increase in the number of people killed and injured due to the 
intensity of the blast, which also caused considerable material damage. 
 
18. MOD announces the end of Sha'bania visit and duped it extraordinary and 
exemplary (non14.net) 
 
Abd-al-Qadir Al-'Ubayidi in a statement to non14, during his visit to Karbala' and visiting 
Imam Husayn's shrine, said, "This visit is exemplary compared to previous visits, because it 
ended peacefully." 
 
We will keep on working on upgrading the process in the various fields, he added. The 
director of Karbala' police, general Jasim Al-Ghurayiri, said, "The city of Karbala received in 
the past few days about 5 million visitors, with no incidents worth mentioning." 
 
19. Six guards arrested after IA discovered a cache of weapons inside their 
headquarters in Mosul (CCIR News)  
 
Six members of the protection of facilities were arrested by the Iraqi army, after finding a 
cache of weapons and ammunition in their headquarters were buried in the area west of 
Mosul. The cache included small and medium weapons, explosive devices and anti-aircraft 
missiles, the operation took place after a tip-off from one of the citizen. 
 
Tuesday, the Office of the Inspector General in the province of Ninawa, arrested on Badush 
prison chief on charges of stealing 14 billion dinars this year from the money allocution for 
food. 
 
20. Police: Bomb kills 4 Shiite pilgrims in Baghdad (CCIR News) 
 
Iraqi police and medical officials say a roadside bomb in Baghdad has killed four Shiite 
pilgrims on their way back from the southern holy city of Karbala. 
 
A police official says the bomb exploded at about 9:10 a.m. Friday as a minibus carrying the 
pilgrims entered the Shiite district of Sadr City. Another police official says eight others were 
wounded. A medical official confirmed the casualties. 
 
All the officials spoke on condition of anonymity because they are not authorized to talk to 
the media. Insurgents have routinely targeted pilgrims. Hundreds of thousands of Shiites 
made the pilgrimage to Karbala this week to mark the birth of a Shiite saint who disappeared 
in the ninth century. 
 
21. Ammunition cache found south of Baghdad (Al-Iraq News) 
 
Iraqi Army forces found an ammunition cache in the Awisat area of al-Kasr al-Awsat, south 
of Baghdad. 
 
A security source said that the cache included 80 various types of mortar rounds, 55 Katyusha 
rockets, 30 Kalashnikov rifles and a 500 meter wire used for planting IEDs in addition to 
other medium and light ammunition. 
 



22. Atta: Sahwa file will be resolved during current year (Al-Fayhaa) 
 
The official spokesman for Baghdad Operations Command, General Qassim Atta, declared in 
a press statement that the case of the Sons of the Resurgence Movement shall be resolved 
during the current year, considering the government's resolution to assimilate these formations 
within the state's civil and military institutions. 
 
He added that 3,500 of these combatants - Sons of the Sahwa - have been recently assimilated 
into various ministries and institutions such the Ministry of Transportation and the Baghdad 
Secretariat. He indicated that the Prime Minister's directive involves the bi-weekly placement 
of 10 percent of the total number within various ministries. 
 
23. Iraqi commanders say they can run the show on their own. Really? (The Economist) 
 
AMERICAN commanders in Baghdad have been here before. In 2004, a year after the 
invasion that toppled Saddam Hussein, they handed the reins of security to freshly trained 
forces of a once-again sovereign Iraq and encouraged them to take control of the main towns. 
But the Iraqis proved unable or unwilling to hold the line against the insurgents. The 
Americans delayed their exit and set about retraining the Iraqis. This time will it be different? 
 
Probably yes. Since they again took control of the urban areas early last month, Iraqi security 
forces, now numbering 274,000-plus regulars and interior-ministry troops along with 277,000 
police, have surprised American commanders with their new assertiveness. If anything, the 
Americans now find their former understudies too aggressive. "They're like kids with a brand-
new muscle car, out there burning rubber," says an American officer. "It almost scares you." 
 
That may sound condescending. But there is genuine cause for worry. Overconfidence among 
soldiers can be as dangerous as timidity. That was evident recently when Iraqi troops raided a 
camp that hosted 3,400 Iranian dissidents north of Baghdad. Most of them belong to the 
People's Mujahideen of Iran (PMOI), also known as the Mujahideen-e Khalq, a group given 
sanctuary by Saddam during the Iran-Iraq war in the 1980s, after it fell out with the ruling 
clerics in Tehran. After the Americans took over in 2003, the PMOI people at Camp Ashraf, 
as the place is known, were disarmed. More recently the Iraqis decided to take over the camp, 
doubtless with the encouragement of their ruling fellow Shias in Tehran. Ignoring American 
protests, the Iraqi forces killed at least 11 inmates. If such crude methods are used elsewhere-
for instance, in handling insurgents wanting to come onside-national reconciliation is unlikely 
to be achieved. 
 
Moreover, under the new dispensation, American forces themselves feel both more 
constrained and more vulnerable. They can no longer move freely around Baghdad. Some say 
they feel as if they are "under house arrest". They have to ask for permission to leave their 
bases and can do so only under an Iraqi escort. This is a huge change. Most Iraqis like it, for it 
makes them feel masters in their own house. 
 
But they may yet regret it. For a start, Iraq will still need military aid, no matter how much its 
government throws its weight around. Only the Americans can provide drones and helicopters 
as well as logistics and electronic devices. If their freedom of movement is further curbed, the 
Americans may start to leave earlier than at first contemplated. On a recent visit Robert Gates, 
the defence secretary, said he may pull 5,000 soldiers out ahead of schedule. A leaked 
memorandum by a senior 



 
American staff officer in Baghdad suggests pulling all troops out by the middle of next year, 
15 months early. Would the Iraqis then be able to cope? No one is sure. The new security 
forces are certainly trigger-happy. Some are proving undisciplined. Last week a gang made up 
of members of the presidential guard and led by the head of security for the second-biggest 
Shia party robbed a bank, killing eight bank workers before making off with $7m. The police 
did not dare stop them. In the end, troops from the interior ministry did so, but only because 
they belonged to a rival Shia party. Such incidents do not bode well for Iraqi peace. 
 
24. IA prevents Kurdish troops from wearing Peshmerga military uniforms in 
Khanaqin (Baghdad Times) 
 
According to Kurdish sources in the district of Khanaqin, the Iraqi Army prevented the 
Kurdish security forces and police from wearing the formal Peshmerga military uniforms, 
while touring in the city. The IA threatened to arrest anyone who violates these orders. A 
Kurdish official played down the importance of these actions, indicating that the issues would 
fade out to a large extent after the visit of Iraqi Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki to the Kurdistan 
region. 
 
Nayef Khalil, an official of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, said, "The Iraqi Army requests 
the police and security not wear the military uniform while touring central Qhareh Tappeh. 
Anyone wearing the uniform will be subject to be arrest. The Iraqi Army seized, last Sunday, 
weapons from six members of Kurdish police and security. Talks are continuing to solve this 
problem." 
 
Mahmoud Othman leader in the Kurdistan Alliance said, "This case is not important, although 
the situation has existed, for about 100 years, where Peshmerga forces were subjected to 
harassment by the Iraqi Army. We have orders not to give such actions any concern."  
 
25. Parliamentary objections to convert the Iraqi British naval training agreement to a 
memorandum of understanding (Radio NAWA) 
 
Independent MP Izz al-Din al-Dawla called in press statements not to circumvent around the 
Constitution, commenting on reports that the Government desires to transform the agreement 
for the training of the Iraqi naval forces with Britain to a memorandum of understanding. 
 
There have been talks in the House of Representatives in the last few days about the 
government's intention to transform the name of the agreement on the training of the Iraqi 
naval forces by the British forces to a memorandum of understanding, with  its ratification not 
subject to the House of Representatives as provided for in the Constitution. 
 
For his part, United Iraqi Alliance MP Qais al-Amiry pointed out to the possibility of the 
parliament adopting a law to regulate the issuance of memorandums of understanding with 
foreign parties. other deputies stressed that any memorandum of understanding that the 
government tries to sign will not be binding on Iraq, compared to a clear adoption of an 
agreement, stressing at the same time, the right of the House of Representatives to reject any 
agreement if it does not take into account the national interests. 
 
26. Bodies of 3 SOI members found east of Tikrit (al-Baghdadia) 
 



Iraqi army forces today found the bodies of three SoI members east of the town of Tikrit. A 
security source said that the find came after a citizen informed the military that there are three 
bodies of SoI members left behind a school in Ishaqi 65 Township, east of the city of Tikrit, 
65, adding that traces of gunshots and signs of torture were found in various parts of the body. 
 
He noted that the Army transferred the bodies to the forensic hospital for the purpose of 
handing them over to their parents. It should be noted that Ishaqi Township witnesses from 
time to time insurgent attacks on SoI members, and number of them fell victim for not 
obeying orders to leave working for SoI. 
 
27. Gen. Odierno: Our role is essential for Iraq to remain a partner of America in the 
long run (sotaliraq.com) 
Gen. Raymond Odierno, the top commander of U.S. forces in Iraq, said that the mission of the 
U.S. military has changed, but its role remains essential to secure the legislative elections and 
to help Iraq to be a partner for the United States in the Middle East in the long run. 
 
Odierno declined the call of one of his advisers last week to declare victory and leave Iraq 
before the deadline. He told the Associated Press Tuesday that there is a need for the U.S. 
presence, despite the security situation is better than expected a month after the handover of 
security responsibility for the protection of the cities to Iraqi forces. 
 
Odierno said he sought the views of officials at all levels, but the point of view of Colonel 
Timothy Reese is related to tactical aspects not to the overall strategic goal. He said in an 
interview after meeting with Iraqi officials at a U.S. base outside Ramadi, the capital of Anbar 
province that the goal set by the President is to achieve security and stability and help Iraq to 
be a sovereign independent country, we did not achieve that goal yet. 
 
Odierno said that as the exit of U.S. combat troops from Iraq by the end of August of 2010 
approaches, there is a need for these forces to provide training and advice to Iraqi forces in 
order to avoid the recurrence of violence, which lasted over 6 years, and the United States 
made enormous sacrifices. 
 
He also warned of many obstacles remain, particularly strained relations between Arabs and 
Kurds, which could fuel the fire of violence in northern Iraq. 
 
28. FBI trained 15 senior Iraqi investigators (Radio NAWA) 
 
A source from multinational forces in Iraq said, "The Federal Bureau of Investigation trained 
15 senior investigators, to improve the Iraqi skills of investigation, and to prepare trainees to 
train Iraqi police." 
 
The source added that the Iraqi investigators received advanced training course by  U.S. 
investigators from FBI Academy in Virginia at U.S. The training course came as part of the 
ongoing partnership between the United States and Iraq, as stipulated in the terms of the 
security agreement between the two countries 
 
29. Roadside bomb kills Shiite pilgrim in Baghdad (Radio NAWA) 
 
A roadside bomb killed one Shiite pilgrim and injured three others after ripping through their 
car in a southern neighborhood of Baghdad on Thursday, an interior ministry official said. 



 
The pilgrims were attacked as they drove through the former Sunni insurgent stronghold of 
Dora en route to the holy Shiite city of Karbala 100 kilometers (60 miles) south of Baghdad, 
the official told AFP, requesting anonymity. 
 
Roads heading towards Karbala have been crowded with Shiite pilgrims in cars and on foot 
ahead of ceremonies on Friday commemorating the birth of the Twelfth Imam, a disappeared 
ninth century leader of Shiite Muslims revered as a coming messiah. 
 
Violence in Iraq has dropped off markedly in recent months, but attacks against security 
forces and civilians are common in the capital and the restive northern city of Mosul. 
 
The number of violent deaths in Iraq fell by a third from the June figure of to 437 to 275 in 
July, the first month local forces have been in charge of security in urban areas since the US-
led invasion. The figure in May was 155, the lowest of any month since the 2003 US-led 
invasion. 
 
30. U.S. artillery shelled areas north-east of Baghdad (CCIR News) 
 
Iraqi police said "last night, U.S. troops shelled one of the orchards around the villages of 
Khalis north of Baquba, northeast of Baghdad. 
 
U.S. artillery pounded the orchards near the village of Al-bdwaniah. The bombing came after 
U.S. Forces received intelligence information about the presence of militants planning to 
attack "Firnas" air base (U.S. camp) from this location, without giving further details. 
 
31. Atta: Qaida recruits children (al-Jewar) 
 
Baghdad Operations Command's spokesman, Maj. Gen. Qassim Atta, announced the arrest of 
three children of the Cub of Qaida Organization. Atta explained that Karkh Command 
Operations arrested three terrorists of Cub of Qaida in Baghdad and six others who recruited 
them in July. 
 
Atta added that after Qaida lost its old tactics, it begun to focus on recruiting children, 
divorced and single women as well as the illiterate. Children were offered $80 for each 
operation. Children acted for the need of the money, Atta said. 
 
32. Robert Wood: We are not able to confirm Iranian arrests of our citizens (Al-
Sharqiya TV) 
 
U.S State Department said that they are not able to officially confirm the information that the 
Iranian authorities have arrested three Americans, who were believed to have crossed the Iraqi 
border into Iran during a trip. 
 
Robert Wood, spokesman for the State Department, said that the Swiss Ambassador in 
Tehran, who represents the U.S interest in Iraq, due to the absence of diplomatic relations 
between Washington and Tehran, is investigating the fate of the three Americans, however the 
Iranian Foreign Ministry is not providing any additional information. 
  



Wood said that several reports confirm that these people are being detained in Iran, but as 
long as there is no official confirmation they can't ask to see the detainees by the diplomats 
representing the United States. 
 
A security official in Sulaimaniya city told Reuters said that the three American tourists 
crossed the Iraqi Iranian border by mistake while they were hiking in the area, adding that the 
information held by the security forces in Sulaimaniya says that they are students studying at 
the University of Syria and this is their first visit to the Kurdistan Region. 
 
The Independent Higher Electoral Commission announced the final results of parliamentary 
and presidential elections held last month in the Kurdistan region of Iraq. The head of the 
Office of Faraj al-Haidari in a news conference in Arbil announced that Massoud Barzani 
won the post of the presidency of Kurdistan region after receiving 126,6397 votes. Kamal 
Mirawadley, who nominated himself for the office of the President of the Kurdistan region 
received 460,325 votes, while Ibrahim Halo got 63,377 votes. Haidari said that the Kurdish 
list got 59 seats in the Parliament of the Kurdistan region, while the change list got 25 seats in 
the parliament, and the list of services and reform got 13 seats. 
 
33. Libya funded Iraqi TV station linked with Iraqi insurgent groups  (İraqpa) 
 
Iraqi Information sources said that the coming days will witness the start of a new satellite 
broadcast from an Arab country, after the preparations had been completed with Libyan 
financial support to broadcast news. This satellite will reflect a number of armed groups in 
Iraq whose leaders live outside Iraq. 
 
The sources added that the founders of the satellite had substantial financial help from Libya 
after a delegation visited Tripoli and submitted a proposal few months ago. The founders said 
they need satellite channels to reflect their opinions and participate in promoting the Iraqi 
elections January 16, 2010. Gaddafi personally ordered to pay the fund needed for the TV 
station. The satellite will broadcast from a capital of Arab countries neighboring to Iraq and it 
will start broadcasting in the coming days. 
 
34. Success of the Security Plan in Karbala (Al-Iraqiya TV) 
 
The Iraqi Defense Minister, Gen Abdel Qader Jassim, and the Head of the Security 
Operations in Karbalaa, Lt. General Othman Al-Ghanimie, declared the security plan for the 
protection of the pilgrimage a success.  The minister indicated that both the security and 
service plans relied heavily in their implementation on the capabilities and professionalism of 
the Iraqi forces. 
 
35. Bomb attacks mar Shi'a Iraqi feast (BBC) 
 
Bomb attacks on a Shi'a mosque and pilgrims have killed at least 23 people as Iraq's main 
Muslim community marks one of its biggest feasts. More than a million pilgrims were 
gathering in Karbala, south of Baghdad, to mark the birth of historic religious figure 
Mohammed al-Mehdi. 
 
The mosque bomb in Mosul killed 20 while a blast hit a bus returning from Karbala, killing 
three pilgrims. Iraq has seen frequent sectarian strife between its Shi'a and Sunni Muslims. 



 
On the outskirts of Mosul, in northern Iraq, the bomb went off as worshippers were leaving 
the mosque after Friday prayers. Police said 61 people were also wounded in the blast which 
reportedly targeted members of the Turkmen community. 
 
More than eight people were injured in the attack on the pilgrims' bus, which was struck by a 
roadside bomb as it entered Sadr City in the capital Baghdad. An attack on Thursday evening 
killed at least one person making their way to the festival and injured three. 
 
Security test 
 
Shi'a pilgrims in Karbala have often been targeted by attacks in the past. The festival marks 
the birth of Mohammed al-Mehdi, the 12th and last Shi'a Imam, known as the Hidden Imam. 
More than 20,000 Iraqi police have been deployed to protect the pilgrims. 
The festival could become a test for the Iraqi government, which says its forces are in control 
of the situation, says the BBC's Natalya Antelava in Baghdad. Many Iraqis say the 
government has yet to prove it is in full control of security. 
 
Last Friday, a series of apparently co-ordinated bombs outside five Shi'a mosques in Baghdad 
killed at least 29 people and injured more than 130. 
 
36. 21 Killed and 72 injured in a vehicle explosion in Mosul (Al-Hura TV) 
 
Al-Hura TV reporting that 21 people were killed and another 72 injured in a suicide vehicle 
explosion outside Shi'at mosque in Mosul, north of Iraq. No further information were 
provided 
 
37. U.S. General: Iraqi forces in charge of security in the South (PUK media) 
 
The commander of Multi-National forces in southern Iraq, Maj. Gen. Richard Nash stressed 
that the Iraqi forces alone are in charge of the security in the south. 
 
General Nash said in a videoconference from Basra with reporters at the Pentagon on 
Thursday, "It has been only one-month since the withdrawal of U.S. Forces from the cities, 
and the nine southern provinces are free of U.S. combat Forces, as Iraqis are fully in 
command of security operations to protect their country and their fellow citizens. The forces 
that are under my authority play a supporting role. I have noticed that the Iraqi security forces 
feel proud of its assumption of responsibility. " 
 
On the nature of the role played by U.S. forces in southern Iraq, Nash said: "We continue to 
provide security and stability for the Iraqi people. We are in our bases outside the cities, but 
we communicate with our partners, we offer them advice and help them, and share 
information and intelligence efforts." 
 
In response to a question about fears of return of the militias to the south, Nash said:"People 
feel secure with a large presence of security forces from the police and army. We believe that 
the Iraqi police secured telephone lines for citizens to inform of suspected extremists who 
seek to return to the south, especially here in Basra. We notice that the population is 
supporting the Iraqi security forces in the nine southern provinces". 



 
On the responsibility to protect the border area with Iran, Nash said:"We leave the border 
issue to the Iraqis and they are eager to control the movement of border crossing, especially in 
this time of religious events such as the Ramadan month, with the influx of a large number of 
pilgrims to the country." 
 
38. Abbawi denies finding the remains of missing Kuwaitis in Camp Ashraf (Radio   
Dijla) 
 
The Foreign Ministry denied finding the remains of missing Kuwaitis in Camp Ashraf, after 
Iraqi forces controlled it. The Undersecretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Lubaid 
Abbawi in a press statement released on Friday said that the statement that quoted Diyala 
provincial police chief intended to say that it was expected the presence of the remains of the 
missing Kuwaitis in this camp, and he did not announce finding the remains of any Kuwaitis 
in it. 
He pointed out that the Iraqi Government is continuing coordination with the Kuwaiti 
government in the search for the remains of Kuwaitis missing in Iraq until they are found. He 
said, adding that the Iraqi government will officially announce if they find any remains of 
Kuwaitis missing in Iraq. 
  
39. Eight policemen killed and wounded in a mortar attack on a military base in Mosul  
(Radio NAWA) 
 
Friday, at least two Iraqi policemen were killed and five others injured when three mortar 
shells fell on the headquarters of the first battalion of Ninawa provincial police in the city of 
Mosul. 
 
A source of the provincial police told Radio NAWA that three mortar shells fell on the 
headquarters of the first battalion of Ninawa provincial police, located in the forest region, 
north of the city of Mosul on Friday morning, killing two elements of the police and 
wounding five others, some seriously. 
 
Three mortar shells had fallen near the tunnel of Faruq street on Thursday evening, west side 
of Mosul, causing no casualties. 
 
40. 108 detainees released from the Iraqi prisons (al-Iraqiya TV) 
 
The Correctional Office in the Ministry of Justice released 108 detainees from prisons in 
Baghdad and other provinces, within the framework of settling the detainees' files. 
 
The media official in the correctional office, pointed out that the release process came after 
the Iraqi Courts proved their innocence, adding that the Ministry of Justice supervises 29 
prisons in Baghdad and the rest of the Iraqi provinces, including prisons in Kurdistan Region. 
 
41. Mosul lacks efficient military plans stop armed attacks  (Al-Iraq News) 
 
MP Osama Najifi said that the security forces in Mosul are weak and they lack efficient 
military plans to successfully eliminate armed forces. 



"I blame the leadership of Ninawa - especially the intelligence services and checkpoint forces 
for the sluggish performance," said Najifi. 

He stated an investigation will open into the recent incident that killed innocent people in the 
lower Shlikhan village. 

42. Armed attack on a checkpoint in Mosul (Al-Iraq News) 

Unknown armed men attacked an Iraqi Army checkpoint this evening in 17 Tammuz area, 
west of Mosul. 

During the clashes, a soldier and one of the gunmen was killed and another was injured. The 
forces cordoned off the area in search for the perpetrators. 

43. Federation of chaos (Al-Ahram) 
Despite US pressure, there are no signs of much touted Iraqi reconciliation in the build-up to 
January's general election, writes Salah Hemeid 

The string of bombings that hit Baghdad and other Iraqi cities and towns this week has again 
sent a crystal clear message that this embattled country is still far from returning to normalcy 
even after the withdrawal of the US troops from urban centers. Moreover, the unabated 
bickering of different ethnic groups has highlighted the fragility of the political process and 
the need for a more solid national reconciliation to overcome factional divisions and the sect-
based power sharing which has been dominating Iraqi politics since the 2003 US invasion. 

As the United States supposedly prepares to pull out its forces from Iraq by the end of 2011, 
the Obama administration has increased its pressure on Prime Minister Nuri Al-Maliki to 
reach out to his opponents, both Kurds and Sunni Arabs, to resolve their outstanding disputes. 
Worried that an Arab- Kurdish flare-up over simmering conflicts could delay the withdrawal, 
US Defense Secretary Gates travelled to Iraq last week for talks with Al-Maliki and the 
Kurdish leaders in an attempt to defuse the communal tension. Washington is also concerned 
that Al-Maliki's failure to mend fences with Arab Sunnis on such issues as integrating former 
insurgent Sahawa groups into the armed forces and the government threatens the 
understanding it had reached with them when they agreed to turn their arms against the Al-
Qaeda terror network and other die-hard resisters. 

Yet, Al-Maliki, who is increasingly tightening his grip on Iraq, is showing no sign of 
compliance, and he is probably procrastinating on national reconciliation demands because 
that will certainly widen political participation and weaken his position ahead of next year's 
election. Indeed, Al-Maliki has fashioned a system of bribes and payoffs to various tribal 
leaders to become his new political allies. He has also slowly built up the political, police and 
military apparatus to strengthen his Shia-dominated government where there is little 
possibility of a fairly and freely contested election in the near future. 

On Sunday Al-Maliki travelled to the Kurdish region for talks with its leader Masoud Barzani 
in a bid to break the deadlock over a range of disputes that have poisoned relations between 
Baghdad and the autonomous Kurdish region. Aside from getting together in plush villas in 



the mountain resort of Dokan, there was no actual accomplishment to report to the huge 
contingent of journalists who travelled to Kurdistan for the highly publicized event. Al-Maliki 
later said he agreed with Kurdish leaders that their differences should be resolved through 
political and constitutional means. "The challenges that face the political process require more 
meetings and cooperation between all Iraqi people," 

Al-Maliki said at a press conference with Barzani and Talabani. He also warned his Kurdish 
hosts that the "federal system" which they have enjoyed since the collapse of Saddam 
Hussein's regime should not be turned into "a confederation", or a more self-relying entity. 

A day earlier Al-Maliki told his Arab Sunni opponents that the only possible way for them to 
be accepted in a new Iraq is to abandon resistance. "Balloting is the only solution to resolve 
Iraq's problems," he said in address to a tribal gathering in Baghdad. "It is wrong to resort to 
force. The pink finger is the only means to make Iraq continue its march," he said, referring to 
the pink ink which Iraqi voters are asked to dip their fingers in as a sign that they have cast 
their ballots. He also lashed out at "political partners" who ally with neighboring countries 
and do not help Iraq overcome its problems. 

A casual observer could quickly conclude that the Iraqi Shia leader is simply unable or 
unwilling to reconcile with the minority Kurds and Sunnis, underscoring fears that a flare-up 
in the north could derail the whole political process and a renewed Sunni insurgency could 
spark sectarian violence as the Americans draw down their forces. In fact, relations between 
Baghdad and the Kurdish government are so bad that 

Kurdish Prime Minister Nasharwan Barzani declared last month that the two sides are closer 
to war than at any time since the US invasion in 2003 Among major explosive issues is the oil 
conflict between the central government and the Kurdish region. Baghdad has been rejecting 
efforts by the Kurdish government to exploit oil resources independently. The two sides also 
differ on delineating the border with the Kurdish region including resolving the fate of 
Kirkuk, an oil-rich city shared by 

Kurds, Arabs and Turkmen. Another contentious issue is the fate of tens of thousands of 
Peshmergas, the Kurdish militiamen, who are nominally under the authority of the Iraqi army 
but reserve their loyalty for the Kurdish regional government. All these are pressing issues in 
a slew of unresolved conflicts that block any Arab-Kurdish reconciliation. 

Complicating the landscape further is the failure of Al-Maliki's government to settle 
differences with Arab Sunnis by reaching out to former Baathists and pardoning insurgents, a 
key demand for reconciliation. The Obama administration, having failed to convince Al-
Maliki to open talks with the insurgents, has been reportedly talking to representatives of Iraqi 
Sunni insurgents. In one such encounter an American official signed a protocol with a 
representative of the Political Council of the Iraqi Resistance, an umbrella organization for 
Sunni groups, during meetings in Turkey as a precursor to further negotiations. The talks are 
evidently an attempt to increase pressure on Al-Maliki to press him to open up his own 
contacts with them. 



What is most noteworthy is that the fugitive leader of the Baath Party Ezzat Ibrahim called on 
Saturday for Iraqi insurgent groups to move into politics, suggesting a possible shift away 
from armed struggle. His statement posted on the Baath Party and Resistance website, urged 
the formation of a "national, political or supreme leadership council to include all armed and 
unarmed resistance powers". The move is evidently an attempt to push the Americans to 
engage the Baathists and help them restore their leading role if Al-Maliki continues to drag 
his feet in embracing former members of the Baath Party. 

Meanwhile, violence continues to wreak havoc in Iraqi cities. On Friday simultaneous 
explosions struck Shia mosques in the Baghdad area during Friday prayers, killing at least 29 
worshippers in an apparently coordinated attack against Shia. On Sunday a parked car bomb 
killed five people and wounded more than 30 in Haditha, a city west of Baghdad on the 
Euphrates. A day later a suicide car bomber struck a police checkpoint in Ramadi killing at 
least three people. Persistent violence has raised concerns about the ability of Iraqi security 
forces to maintain security gains after US troops withdrew from major urban areas on 30 
June. 

The deterioration in security proves every day that the situation in Iraq will only get worse 
without national reconciliation. Al-Maliki therefore needs to get his hands dirty, not because 
the Americans need a peaceful exit from Iraq, but because he should start rescuing Iraq from 
slipping into chaos again. 

44. Explosive material found west of Fallujah city (Al-Iraq News) 
 
Security forces from 6th and 8th Emergency Regiment of the Iraqi Army, along with al-
Habbaniya police force, found three containers packed with the TNT in al-Khaldiya 
neighborhood west of Fallujah city. 

45. Katyusha rockets found in southern Iraq (Al-Sharqiya TV) 
 
Joint forces of the Army and Police found Katyusha rockets in Suq al-Shuiokhs (Sheikhs 
Market) district, in Thi Qar province, in southern Iraq. The rockets were prepared to be 
transferred to another location. 

46. Bomb explosion, mortar shell fell in Tikrit (Al-Sharqiya TV) 
 
A bomb exploded and a mortar shell fell in 40th Street central of Tikrit, Salah al-Din 
province. There was no report of casualties. 
 
47. Six killed, 30 injured in a motorcycle bomb west of Baghdad (Al-Sharqiya TV) 
 
On Friday evening, a motorcycle bomb exploded targeting an Iraqi Police patrol in al-Khadra 
neighborhood, west of Baghdad. Six people were killed, including three policemen, and 30 
more civilians were injured. Nearby houses and shops suffered material damage. 

48. Sahwa armed clashes enforces vehicle curfew in Anbar (Al-Sharqiya T.V.) 



The local council in Rutba city, west of Anbar, announced a vehicle curfew in the area until 
further notice. 

A source at the council said the decision was made because of armed clashes in the city 
against the backdrop of al-Sahwa trying to impose hegemony on the Directorate of Customs. 
The issue initiated during vehicle registrations and custom fee procedures. 

49. 4 IA injured in explosion South of Baghdad (Al-Iraq News) 
 

An IED exploded on the main road that connects Baghdad and Hilla, South of Baghdad, 
injuring for Iraqi Army soldiers. A security source said, "The IED exploded near a fuel station 
in Abu-Dashir area, in Al-Dawra, resulting in the injury of four IA with grave wounds and 
destruction their Hummvee." 

50. Death toll at Mosul car bombing 37 dead, 276 injured (KUNA)    
 
The final toll from the suicide car bombing in Mosul yesterday that targeted people leaving a 
mosque after Friday prayers reached 37 dead and 276 injured, said Mosul mayor Atheel al-
Nejaifi at a press conference he held in Mosul on the day of the explosion. 

The injured were directed to four hospitals for immediate care, he said, adding that the 
incident had taken place in the district of Shraikhan in the city of Mosul. 

He affirmed that the car bombing had political implications as it basically targeted the 
Turkomans who frequented that mosque on Fridays. He believed that the incident occurred 
due to lax oversight in the intelligence services in the city of Mosul. 

 

 

51. A kidnapped Kirkuk man released after his family paid $30,000 ransom to his 
captures (Al-Sharqia) 
 
Adnan Rashid Karim, an oil engineer in Kirkuk, was kidnapped while leaving his house by 
unidentified gunmen. The gunmen asked for a $30,000 ransom from Adnan's family to release 
him. 
 
Adnan said, "they kidnapped me after shocking me with an electrical rod, then took me to a 
remote area. They called my family for ransom but they shot me in both legs after receiving 
the ransom." 
 
52. Mujahedeen Khalq calls for the formation of an international force to protect its 
members (al-Malaf) 
 
Mujahedeen Khalq, the opposition to the Iranian regime, called yesterday the United Nations, 
the United States, the European Union and the Arab League, for the formation of an 
international force to protect the Camp Ashraf north of Baghdad, where 3,500 of its members 



reside, "After a campaign of murder and suppression against them by Iraqi forces on grounds 
of imposing its sovereignty." 

The organization in a statement issued yesterday condemned Iraqi officials for resorting to 
ridiculous excuses and unacceptable lies on the basis of the right to exercise its sovereignty by 
rejecting and denying responsibility for protection and violation of international agreements 
and to cover up the repression and killing of Ashraf residents. 

He added, "They are not talking about the orders of the Iranian Supreme Leader Ali 
Khamenei to Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki for the implementation of the "bilateral 
agreement" to suppress Iran's main opposition force in Iraq, and the terror perpetrated by the 
ruling mullahs in Iran and the Quds terrorist Force against the "Mujahedeen Khalq" in Iraq." 

53. Anbar' Sahwah Council discusses security situation in Fallujah  (Iraq Media News) 
 
Today, the Fallujah Sahwah Council's members in Anbar discussed the security situation in 
their regular meeting in Anbar province.  
 
Deputy Chairman of the Board, Salam Ajami Taha told Iraqi News Media that the security 
situation inside and outside Fallujah was discussed in order to ensure the safety of innocent 
citizens from terrorism attacks. He also said that some entities are trying to destabilize the 
security inside the city and Iraq and hinder the political process so that Iraq can go back to the 
old days.  
  
54. Eight police officers arrested for their involvement in recent terrorist bombings 
(Burathnews) 
 

Police forces in Anbar province, arrested eight members of the police for their involvement in 
recent terrorist operations and the car bomb in Haditha, also the latest car bomb that exploded 
last week in a crowded market, which killed eight people, including four children, two women 
and man as well as injured dozens of others. 

A security source in the city of Ramadi, said that there was a senior officer among the 
detainees, in the rank of Captain, Ibrahim al-Jakhifi, along with seven other police members 
from Haditha. 

55. PM faced an assassination attempt by one of his guards  (Shabab al-Iraq) 
 
Jalal al-Din al-Saghir, a leader in the Supreme Islamic Council, stated that the Iraqi Prime 
Minister, Maliki was subjected to an assassination attempt by a member of his private security 
details, adding that these security violations are common in the government agencies.  Al-
Saghir denied that the guard who carried out the assassination attempt is a relative to the PM. 
The accused was arrested. 

56. Iraq attacks kill at least 52 (Los Angeles Times) 



A series of attacks largely targeting Shiite Muslims killed at least 52 people Friday, most of 
them in a powerful car bombing at a mosque on the northern edge of the volatile city of 
Mosul. 

Authorities said most of the 39 fatalities at the mosque were Shiite Turkmens, a minority 
group that has frequently been targeted by the Sunni Arab militant group Al Qaeda in Iraq to 
inflame sectarian and ethnic tensions. 

The massive bomb exploded as worshipers were leaving the mosque in the village of 
Shiraykhan after attending Friday prayers, officials said. 

The bombing, which demolished 10 nearby homes, is certain to raise tensions between Kurds, 
who control the area, and the Sunni Arab administration of Nineveh province, of which Mosul 
is the capital. 

Nineveh's governor, Atheel Najafi, has been pushing for the Iraqi army to be deployed in 
place of the peshmerga Kurdish militia across a swath of territory currently controlled by 
Kurds. Najafi accused the peshmerga of responsibility for the bombing for "allowing criminal 
elements in this area to carry out their attacks," and said it demonstrated the need to extend 
the authority of the Iraqi army into the area. 

Kurds, however, have frequently accused Najafi of having ties to insurgents, and want most of 
the land they control to be formally annexed to their self-governing region of Kurdistan. 

In Baghdad, seven Shiite pilgrims were killed in three bombings as they returned home from a 
pilgrimage to the holy Shiite city of Karbala. 

Six more people died Friday evening when a bomb hidden in a motorcycle exploded near a 
busy marketplace in a Sunni neighborhood of west Baghdad. The target appeared to be a 
police car parked nearby, and officials said three of those killed were police officers who had 
been in or near the car. 

A week earlier, 29 people died in attacks targeting Shiite mosques around Baghdad. 

Since U.S. forces withdrew from Iraq's cities June 30, a predicted surge of violence has not 
materialized. But attacks persist, and bombings such as Friday's serve as a reminder that the 
threat of mayhem still exists. 

Such is the government's confidence in the capability of the Iraqi security forces to keep the 
peace in Baghdad that Prime Minister Nouri Maliki this week ordered the removal within 40 
days of the towering concrete barriers surrounding the capital's neighborhoods and fortifying 
government institutions. 

The walls have protected buildings from bombings and segregated Sunni and Shiite areas. 

But they have also been an inconvenience for residents, who often must wait in line for hours 
to enter their own neighborhoods through a single gap. 
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1. The Iraqi cabinet has approved a draft proposal enabling Iraq to sign a Pan-Arab 
agreement on transporting passengers on Arab highways linking up Arab states 
(KUNA) 
 
The proposal currently awaits the endorsement of the parliament, said government spokesman 
Ali al-Dabbah, noting that a signed agreement would result in organizing intra-Arab land 
travel, with the ultimate objective of encouraging tourism. 
 
Specifically the agreement would require all motorists driving in states that are co-signees of 
the agreement to have proper documentation not only of themselves and their passengers but 
also of their vehicles, said al-Dabbagh. 
 
Buses and public transports of all kinds are advised to have local agents in countries they will 
drive through in order to help process passengers documents, whether they be in transit or 
plan to stay for a short time. 
 
If a bus company running passengers across Arab states commits a violation that is addressed 
by the transportation agreement, it would be up to the officials of the country where the 
violation takes place to take punitive measures against the company. These measures might be 
a suspension of the activities of the bus company for three months, and if the violation is 
repeated, a permanent cancellation of the privilage to run the bus service altogether. 
 
Among Arab states joining the agreement so far are Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, the UAE, 
and Lebanon. 
 
2. International Monetary Fund writes-off 80-percent of Iraq's debts (al-Sharqiya TV)  
 
The Iraqi Central Bank Governor, al-Shebeibi, said that Iraq's debts have reached almost $140 
billion, including debts due to the Gulf Countries. 
 
A statement issued by the Council, stated that after long and extensive negotiations with the 
International Monetary Fund in Paris, it resulted in writing-off nearly 80-percent of Iraq's 
debts, leaving only debts due to the Gulf Countries.  
 
3. Oil Refineries in Immara and Najaf (Al-Iraqiya)  
 
Early next week, The Iraqi Oil Ministry is scheduled to inaugurate Two Oil Refineries. The 
First is located in Immarah area with a production capacity of 30,000 barrels per day, while 
the Second is located in Najaf with a capacity of 10,000 barrels per day. 
 
4. Zaidi reveals a project to provide 10 thousands taxis for Baghdad (Radio NAWA)  
 
Head of the Baghdad Provincial Council, Kamil al-Zaidi, revealed a proposal to provide 
10,000 taxis to the city of Baghdad. Zaidi said, in a statement to the correspondent of Radio 
Nawa, that this proposal will contribute to resolving the issue of unemployment and raising 
the standard of living of the Baghdadi family. 



5. 3,000 from Asahoat appointment to government jobs (Alrafidayn)  
 
More than 3,000 men of the Sons of Iraq (Asahoat) were appointed to government ministries 
jobs. 

A statement issued by the Baghdad Operations Command said, "The first phase of national 
reconciliation transferred 3,331 files of the volunteers formed Asahoat to appointment in 
various ministries jobs in the following area; electricity, trade, youth and sports, education, 
transport, labor and social affairs, health, higher education and research scientific, culture, 
agriculture, financial, oil, housing and reconstruction, environment, water resources, 
displacement and migration ministries, and municipality of Baghdad. 

The Asahoat group will have jobs in Baghdad and all the other provinces must start to process 
the Asahoat element to government jobs as it happened in Baghdad.  Iraqi government 
promised to have 20% of them within the security services in Iraq while the rest of the 
elements in the government departments, each according to specialization and educations. 

6. Oil Derivatives (Al-Iraqiya TV) 
 
The Deputy Prime Minister for Public Services, Dr. Rafaa Al-Issawie has called on the 
provinces to implement the resolutions relevant to the furtherance of the oil derivatives 
distributed to the farmers for agronomy purposes. 

He called on all agricultural authorities within the provinces to provide their counterparts in 
the oil field with data covering the names of farmers as well as the quantities of oil 
derivatives. 

7. World-Wide Economic Crisis Impacting Iraq (Al-Iraqiya TV) 
 
The global economic meltdown has impacted Iraq in dual forms. It has adversely impacted the 
Iraqi Budget due to the decline in oil prices, yet it helped decrease the inflation rate as a result 
of the decline in the price index world-wide. On the other hand it has offered a host of 
investment opportunities for Iraq. 

8. Central Bank of Iraq (Al-Iraqiya TV)  
 
The governor for the Central Bank of Iraq Dr. Sanan Al-Shebeini stated that Iraq shall witness 
sustained development and growth of the Banking Sector by virtue of the new Banking 
Legislations. 

This is designed to enhance the banking sectors and their aspirations to maintain the exchange 
rate for the Iraqi dinar, and reducing inflationary rates in the country. 

He further indicated that the ongoing talks with major Gulf Countries, with regard to the Iraqi 
indebtedness are showing positive signs, yet grueling. 

9. Iraq oil exports top 2M a day in July (UPI) 
 



Iraqi oil exports reached 2 million barrels per day, the highest total since 2003, the Iraqi Oil 
Ministry said Saturday. The July figure also was an increase from a daily output of 1.9 million 
barrels in June, ministry officials said. 
 
"The July exports represent a strong showing from the Iraqi oil sector," Col. Gerald Fontenot, 
director of the Energy and Services Division jointly run by coalition forces and Iraq, said 
Saturday in a coalition news release. "This demonstrates the amount of success that can be 
achieved when all parts of Iraq's oil sector are contributing." The latest oil output report has 
been sent to the U.S. Congress, Fontenot said. 

 
10. Fuel crisis in Kirkuk  (Al-Sharqia)  
 
Endless fuel lines formed today in Kirkuk in what looks like fuel crisis. The reason was the 
shutdown of a part of Baji refinery for scheduled maintenance, according to sources in 
Kirkuk. 

One citizen in the fuel line said, "We have been waiting for hours in the blazing sun, some 
have been waiting almost all day and we have to buy fuel tickets for 5,000 IZ to skip the line 
and to pump gas. There are some people who don't stand in line and go straight to the fuel 
pump." 

Another citizen said, "We are sick and tired of empty promises to improve the services in 
general and to increase the supply of oil products as well." 

One gas station manager said, "We have enough fuel. Sometimes we have fuel left over after 
we shut down. I attribute the issue to the increase of number in vehicles that have been 
visiting Kirkuk 

11. General Electric In Iraq (Al-Iraqiya) 
 
With its incessant pursuit to provide its people with the required amounts of electric power 
and to compensate for its shortage. The agreement between the Iraqi government and 
American company General Electric shall provide the required amount of generated 
electricity. However, American observers tied the current agreement with a series of 
subsequent contracts to be concluded in the future with General Electric. The agreement shall 
vouch for Iraq's investment capabilities to meet the requirements of foreign investors. 

12. The Economic Reform Center is planning to make recommendations to the 
legislative and executive authorities in Iraq regarding the country's budgets from 2010 
to 2014 (Aswat al-Iraq) 
 
The Economic Reform Center is planning to make recommendations to the legislative and 
executive authorities in Iraq regarding the country's budgets from 2010 to 2014. The Center's 
head, Kamal al-Basri, said on Saturday that the recommendations will include strategic 
visions. 
"The country's oil should be capitalized upon in the best possible way," al-Basri said. 
"There should be a new method for development," he said. Al-Basri expected that Iraq's oil 
revenues would increase by 10 percent during the coming period.  
 



13. Ministry of Water Resources in Kurdistan, intends to implement the 124 dams in 
the Region  (Radio NAWA)  
 
Minister of Water Resources of the Kurdistan Regional Government, Tahsin Qadir, said that 
his ministry has developed a detailed plan to increase the level of water in the territory. 

Qadir added that this plan, which will continue over a period of 5 years, will witness the 
establishment of 124 water dams in the region, including eight large dams, 16 medium-sized 
dams and 100 small dams. 

He said in an interview that the province has a large wealth of water, but the absence of dams 
has led to the problem of water and the government of the Kurdistan region in the coming 
years will seek to solve the problems of irrigation and agriculture and the lack of water, 
indicating that three dams will be implemented and 12 dams will be carried out in the near 
future. 

14. Promoting Oil Wealth (AL-IRAQIYA TV)  
 
The Spokesman for the Ministry of Oil Mr. Assem Jihad declared that the ministry shall call 
for the convocation of an International Convention to be held in Istanbul, Turkey on the 
August 25. 

He added that the purpose of the convention is to promote the development and concession of 
10 "virgin", yet already discovered oil fields, by 45 foreign oil firms from 23 countries. The 
ministry of oil has set the month of November to put forth the concession privilege of these 
"green" or virgin fields. 

15. German Company will develop will develop the internal transportation system in 
Baghdad (al-Jewar) 
 
An official source in the Baghdad Municipality asserted that a German company will develop 
the internal transportation system in the province. 

According to a statement issued by the Media National Center, Baghdad Provincial Council 
approved the project that was presented by Baghdad municipality to build an integrated 
transportation system in the capital Baghdad. 

An official source said that there had been discussions with Man German Company, which is 
specialized in the transportation field, to provide Baghdad with different types of high-quality 
buses as well as building garages and maintenance facilities.  
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1. Gulf Air set to start Iraq flights (Bahrain) 
 



Bahrain's national carrier Gulf Air confirmed yesterday it will commence services to Baghdad 
on September 1. It also announced it will add the holy city of Najaf and Irbil to its network by 
September-end. 

Baghdad flights go on sale online from today at gulfair.com as well as via travel agencies and 
the airline's sales office. It will initially operate a five-times-a-week service to Baghdad using 
a A320 narrow body aircraft and hopes to make it a daily service in the near future. 

"Gulf Air will become the first GCC airline to offer direct flights to Iraq, adding to its 
pioneering legacy," chief executive officer Samer Majali said. 

"The inclusion of Iraq to our regional network makes absolute sense geographically and 
economically. There is demand for a direct service from Bahrain and we have ensured that 
our Iraq service will complement our feeder services from Europe and in particular London, 
which will enable us to capture intercontinental traffic with passengers having less than two 
hour connections via our Bahrain hub. 

"There are strong historic and trading links between Bahrain and Iraq and we want to take full 
advantage of the air service agreement both countries concluded last month. 

Baghdad flights will run on Sunday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday each week. It 
will leave Bahrain at 9.45am to arrive in the Iraqi capital at 11.30am and depart from 
Baghdad at 12.45pm to return to Bahrain at 2.25pm. 

2. Smoking not allowed in Iraq, just smoking guns (Middle East Online)  
 

Iraq's cabinet has approved a draft of the war-torn country's first laws to restrict smoking and 
to halt cigarette advertising, the government said on Thursday. 

"The purpose behind approving the draft law to fight smoking is to protect the people from 
the social, health, environmental and economic risks of smoking," government spokesman Ali 
al-Dabbagh said in a statement. 

"The draft law will ban smoking in public areas. Smoking will be prevented inside ministry 
buildings, educational institutions, health facilities, airports and companies in all provinces," 
Dabbagh said. 

"Smoking will also be banned in theatres, clubs, meeting rooms, offices, and all private and 
public transport." The draft legislation also bans smoking for under-18s and cigarette 
advertising in "all media", with fines of five million Iraqi dinars (4,300 dollars) and 
suspensions for media who break the law, Dabbagh said. 

Smoking is widespread in Iraq, with a packet of cigarettes costing only around 500 dinars and 
cafes providing "sheesha", as water pipes with flavored tobacco are known, popular in cities 
and towns. More than 41 percent of Iraqi men and nearly seven percent of women are 
smokers, according to the World Health Organization. 



The move is welcomed by observers although critics see the number one threat to Iraqi lives 
as the chaos directly resulting from the US-led invasion of 2003. The invasion of Iraq is 
viewed by critics as an 'act of aggression' that violated international law. 

Subsequent US occupation policies caused the country to descend into almost total chaos, 
bordering on civil war. An estimated 1.3 million Iraqis have been killed in Iraq as a direct 
result of the invasion, while millions more have fled the country. Critics argue that the recent 
stability announced in the country should not excuse the 'crime' of invading Iraq, calling for 
the prosecution of the war's architects for 'crimes against humanity'. 

3. Returning Iraqi displaced from Jordan has stopped due to running out of funds (al-
Jazeera TV) 
 
Iraqi ambassador to Jordan, Saad al-Hayani, said the returning campaigns of Iraqis living 
outside their country to Iraq has been put to a halt due to running out of financial allocations 
for the year 2008 and the non-allocation of funds for the current year, 2009.  

Al-Hayani said in a statement in Amman, the number of returnees to Iraq from Jordan that 
were facilitated by the embassy amounted to 2,500 people, adding that those who returned 
through the Refugees Office, or on their own expenses, we have no record of numbers.  

Al-Hayani said that the news about banning travel back through the embassy or the UNHCR 
is not valid, adding that any Iraqi could return to Iraq without any restrictions, unless there 
was a legal case against them. 

4. Iraqi Cabinet approves anti-smoking law (The Washington Post) 
 
The Iraqi Cabinet has approved a draft bill to stamp out smoking in public places. The law 
would make smoking illegal in public places, such as government buildings, schools, movie 
theaters, sports facilities and on public transportation. It also bans the sale of cigarettes to 
anyone under the age of 18. The media would be banned from advertising cigarettes, and 
organizations that violate the ban would be fined up to 5 million dinars (nearly $4,300). The 
same fine would be levied against those who import, produce or sell tobacco products that 
have more than a specified amount of nicotine or tar. Those who smuggle tobacco into the 
country would face fines up to 10 million dinars (nearly $9,000). The law would also require 
cigarette companies to put warning labels on packages. If passed, the Iraqi law would be one 
of the region's most comprehensive bans, similar to many laws in the U.S. and Europe. 

5. Iraqi minister of human rights, Wijdan Michael: We are in need of big campaign 
strengthen human right and respect or citizens (alrafidayn.com)  
 

In a speech in the celebration of the international day for human rights she said, "Iraq lived in 
very unstable security conditions which resulted in a setback in human right practices, this 
issue attracted the attention of the international community and the ministry is working in 
coordination with the international organization for human right to implement its strategies." 



She stressed that:"the ministry's latest movement in monitoring the Iraqi prisons and the 
American run prisons resulted in the release of the non-convicted detainees." 

6. Assyrian Christians in Iraq are abandoning their Arab homeland to seek refuge in 
the northern Kurdish regions, looking for political gain (UPI) 
 
The Christian minority in Iraq was the subject of targeted killings in 2008, with church 
bombings and assassinations plaguing the community in early July. 

Refugees, faced with fleeing the country or abandoning their ancestral Arab communities, say 
they are hoping to make gains in Iraqi Kurdistan, the McClatchy news service reports. 

"For the time being, it's a better place. But it's a dark future," said Isha Najiba, an Assyrian 
priest in Ainkawa, located just outside the Kurdish regional capital of Erbil. 

He noted the attacks on the Christian minority in Iraq are vexing, considering their historic 
presence in the region and dwindling numbers. 

"If 100 Muslims die, it will have the same impact as the killing of one Christian because there 
are so few of us," Najiba said. 

The United Nations estimated in 2008 that as much as half of the Christian population fled the 
northern parts of Iraq outside of the Kurdish region to neighboring Syria to escape the attacks 
on their community. 

Meanwhile, Assyrians, who supported lawmakers with the Kurdistan Democratic Party in the 
Kurdish elections in July, hope to make modest gains from the region as Iraq prepares for 
national elections set tentatively for January. 

7. Celebratory Religious Festivities (Al-Iraqiya) 
 
The "Shaabanite" pilgrimage to the holy city of Karbalaa Millions of adherents of the Islamic 
faith visit Karbala to celebrate the advent of the month of Ramadan. The pilgrims are chanting 
religious songs to celebrate the Prophets memory as well as the members of his family. 

It is worth mentioning that the The Three Holly Months of the Islamic calendar are the month 
of Rajab, Shaaban and Ramadan, hence the Title of the Caption uses the adjective from the 
word Shaaban "Shaabania". 

8. Karbala health official says 1.600m masks handed out to Shiite pilgrims (Aswat al-
Iraq)  
 
Health officials handed out 1.600 million masks to Shiite pilgrims performing al-Ziyara al-
Shaabaniya, or mid-Shaaban visit, which ended in Karbala on Friday, the province's Health 
Department spokesman said. 
 
"Some 13,425 pilgrims were examined and treated in the hospitals of the province, in addition 
to a blood donation campaign in which 3,500 blood bags were collected, 2,000 of them were 
sent to Baghdad," Saleem Kadhem told Aswat al-Iraq news agency. 



Al-Ziyara al-Shaabaniya is a Shiite pilgrimage to revive the memory of the birth of the 
Messiah-like Imam al-Mahdi, the 12th holiest figure for Shiite Muslims. 

Karbala, with an estimated population of 572,300 people in 2003, is the capital of the 
province and is considered to be one of Shiite Muslims' holiest cities. 

The city, 110 km south of Baghdad, is one of Iraq's wealthiest, profiting both from religious 
visitors and agricultural produce, especially dates. 

It is made up of two districts, "Old Karbala," the religious center, and "New Karbala," the 
residential district containing Islamic schools and government buildings. 

At the center of the old city is Masjid al-Hussein, the tomb of Hussein Ibn Ali, grandson of 
the Prophet Muhammad by his daughter Fatima al-Zahraa and Ali Ibn Abi Taleb. 

Imam Hussien's tomb is a place of pilgrimage for many Shiite Muslims, especially on the 
anniversary of the battle, the Day of Ashuraa. Many elderly pilgrims travel there to await 
death, as they believe the tomb to be one of the gates to paradise. 

On April 14, 2007, a car bomb exploded about 600 ft (200 m) from the shrine, killing 47 and 
wounding over 150. 

������Iraq obtains 500 scholarships for undergraduate studies, master and Ph.D. in British 
and U.S. Universities (al-Jewar)��

Iraq obtains 500 scholarships for undergraduate studies, master and Ph.D. in British and U.S. 
universities.  

The Minister of Higher Education in the Kurdistan region, Idris Hadi, said on Thursday that 
Iraq obtained 500 scholarships for undergraduate studies, master and Ph.D. in British and U.S. 
universities.  

Hadi said during a press conference held in Aril that the Iraqi government obtained 100 
undergraduate studies scholarships for new high school graduates and 400 scholarships for 
master and doctoral studies in British and American universities for the next academic year. 

He explained that the distribution of scholarships will be distributed according to the number 
of the population of each province.   

Kurdistan Region has obtained 17 percent of the total scholarships, which totals 85 
scholarships; 32 for Sulaymaniyah; 26 for Irbil and 9 for Dahuk province, he clarified.  

10. Baghdad residents welcome the decision to lift the concrete barriers (Al-Hurra TV)�� 

A number of Baghdad residents expressed their satisfaction with the government's decision to 
lift the concrete barriers from the streets of the capital and open the roads for the citizens after 
the closure of the streets by U.S. and Iraqi forces. 



According to military experts the concrete barriers were an important factor in the prevention 
of armed groups from targeting government institutions as well as public markets in the city 
of Baghdad and other cities.  

It appears that by lifting the barriers there is a growing security and stability, however there is 
still some concern of the return of bombings to the streets. Iraqi security leadership requires a 
new strategy to prevent the entry of bombings in the capital of Baghdad and other Iraqi cities. 

11. Swine Flu Count Reaches 144 in Iran (Fars News Agency) 
 
The number of swine flu cases in Iran rose to 144, a health ministry official announced on 
Friday, rejecting that swine flu has taken toll in the country.  

"The number of patients infected with the A (H1N1) virus has reached 144 but we have 
registered no toll yet," Head of Contagious Diseases Control Center in Iran's Health Ministry 
Mohammad Mehdi Goya told FNA. 

He underlined that all the infected people in Iran have been or are cured and assured that 
according to the latest data and information, swine flu has taken no toll in the country.  

Goya further announced that the special committee formed by the government for confronting 
swine flu has decided to halt all trips to Saudi Arabia by Iranian pilgrims during Muslims' 
holy fasting month of Ramadan (starting two weeks later) as well as all religious visits to 
Mecca from August 10. 

The health ministry has urged citizens to hold off on their traditionally warm greetings, 
foregoing hugs and kisses to tourists returning from other countries to contain the spread of 
infection.  

According to Iranian health officials, the confirmed cases of swine flu infection include 
individuals returning from the hajj pilgrimage and trips to Singapore, Thailand, Malaysia, 
Syria, Iraq and the US.  

Swine flu is a contagious respiratory disease which is a mixture of bird, pig and human genes. 
The virus can spread to people who have contact with infected pigs. It spreads when an 
infected person coughs or sneezes around someone else. People can become infected by 
touching something with the flu virus on it and then touching their mouth, nose, or eyes.  

People can't get swine flu from eating pork or pork products. Eating properly cooked pork is 
safe. Cooking meat to an internal temperature of 160 F kills viruses and bacteria.  

Symptoms of swine flu are similar to the common flu: fever, cough, sore throat, body aches, 
headache, chills and fatigue, and sometimes diarrhea and vomiting. Swine flu also can cause 
pneumonia, which can make it hard to breathe. 

12. Bahraini Ambassador to Iraq: No 'Swine Flu' Cases among Bahrainis in Iraq (Al-
Ayyam Online) 
 



Bahraini Ambassador to Iraq Salah al-Maliki has confirmed that all the Bahraini citizens in 
the Madyaf al-Abbas Hotel are uninfected with the swine flu after having been examined by 
the Iraqi Ministry of Health. Following calls that the embassy made to the Iraqi Premier's 
office, a car was sent to the hotel to put an end to the suffering of the Bahraini citizens, who 
wish to visit the sanctuary of Imam Al-Husayn by mid Sha'ban.  

In a statement to Al-Ayyam, Al-Maliki added that two non-Bahraini cases were discovered in 
the hotel and that the embassy has made calls to the concerned authorities to allow the 
Bahraini citizens out to perform the visitation [of Imam Al-Husayn's sanctuary] rituals after 
their examination results were revealed. However, due to the lack of coordination between the 
parties and the disagreements between those for and against allowing the Bahrainis out of the 
hotel, they were not allowed out. Meanwhile, the embassy, until this piece of news was 
published, was making the necessary calls.  

In his statement to Al-Ayyam, Al-Maliki explained that the procedures were taken by the 
Iraqi authorities because of the abnormal circumstances taking place in the holy city as 7 
million visitors poured in to visit Imam Al-Husayn's sanctuary, which is close to the 
aforementioned hotel, hence, imposing certain procedures in such cases that are subject to the 
WHO regulations in case an epidemic spreads. He confirmed that everyone in the hotel, 
including the manager and staff, were quarantined as well. The kingdom's ambassador in Iraq 
has pointed out that as soon as the embassy was notified of the quarantine of its citizens, it 
immediately contacted the Iraqi Foreign Ministry and the governor of Karbala in order to stay 
up-to-date with the happenings and find ways to end the suffering of the Bahraini citizens 
held in the hotel. He emphasized that, in such cases, priority goes to the health of the citizens 
and visitors, whereby the suspects are usually kept for around five days to be examined and 
tested. Therefore, the Bahraini citizens were supposed to have been held until Saturday. 
However, the embassy's request to the Iraqi Premier's office to quickly make sure that their 
citizens are alright made them send medical equipment immediately to the hotel, in spite of 
the millions of people there, as the medical crew took more than five hours to arrive.  

In the same context, Al-Maliki emphasized that the Bahraini delegations, which intend to go 
to Iraq, should notify the [Bahrain] Foreign Ministry so that the Bahraini Embassy in Iraq can 
take precautionary measures just in case any security-related, or even health-related, sudden 
developments take place. He added that the Bahraini Embassy in Iraq is located in the Green 
Zone and that it is best to notify it of any incoming groups before their arrival, to coordinate 
together and provide it with the number, names, and arrival dates of the visitors. The Embassy 
had previously called upon the organizers of such trips to do so, but some never actually abide 
with those instructions. On a similar plane, Al-Ayyam was informed that the Iraqi authorities 

have carried out similar procedures in another hotel close to the Madyaf al-Abbas Hotel and it 
turned out that there are no Bahraini citizens in that hotel.  
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7. Army Chief of Staff meets with a Turkish Military attaché in Baghdad (Burathnews)  
 
On Wednesday, the Iraqi Army Chief of Staff, Babacar Zebari, met with the Turkish Military 
attach® in Baghdad. A statement by the Ministry of Defense said that during the meeting they 
reviewed bilateral relations between the two friendly countries. 

The statement added that during the meeting Zebari confirmed that they want to establish 
better relations. Zebari guaranteed to build the best security system to protect and secure the 
people and their lands. 

8. Former Iraqi premier has talks in Ankara (today’s zaman) 
 
Former Iraqi Prime Minister Ibrahim al-Jaafari met yesterday with Turkish President 
Abdullah G¿l and other top Turkish political leaders to discuss the situation in war-torn Iraq. 
Al-Jaafari, now the leader of Iraq's Shiite Islamic-based National Reform Movement, also met 
with Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoĵan and Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoĵlu. Al-
Jaafari and Davutoĵlu discussed the political situation in Iraq before the country's planned 
elections in 2010 and agreed that Iraq could benefit from Turkey's democratic experience, the 
Anatolia news agency reported. 

Al-Jaafari said he favored broad-based coalitions, irrespective of sectarian and ethnic 
differences among the political groups before the 2010 elections. In return, Foreign Minister 
Davutoĵlu said Turkey is always ready to contribute to Iraq's territorial integrity and security. 
In addition, the idea that Iraq can benefit from Turkey's democratic experience became the 
dominant item discussed. 

Parliamentary elections in Iraq are slated for Jan. 30, 2010. It will be the second time Iraqis 
vote for a national parliament since the US-led invasion six years ago. The last parliamentary 
vote in December 2005 was largely boycotted by Sunni Arabs, resulting in an easy victory for 
Shiite parties and Kurdish groups. 

Turkey says it wants to maintain dialogue with all Iraqi groups to contribute to the political 
unity of neighboring Iraq. It has hosted leaders of major Sunni and Shiite political groups 
several times, in addition to frequent talks with the government. 

9. Oglu, Jaafari discuss Turkey, Iraq bilateral relations (alrafidayn.com) 
 
Ahmed Dawood Oglu, Turkish Foreign Minister, and Ibrahim al-Jaafari, former Iraqi Prime 
Minister, discussed bilateral relations in Ankara Thursday. 

A Foreign Ministry official said, "Talks with Iraqi reform bloc centered on how Iraq could 
benefit from Turkish democratic experience. Oglu told Jaafari that Turkey was ready to 
contribute to the consolidation of Iraq's unity and prosperity." 

Jaafari is scheduled to meet later today with President Abdullah Gul and Prime Minister 
Rajab Tayyib Erdogan 

10. Turkey to host Iraqis wounded in violence (KUNA)  



 
Up to 40 Iraqis who have been wounded in the recent spate of bomb blasts in northern Iraq 
will be transported to Turkey for treatment, official sources said on Saturday. 

The Turkish Government has specialized a military plane for the transport of the injured 
Iraqis to the local hospitals, the sources said, noting that the Turkish authorities would cover 
expenses of the humanitarian mission. 

Up to 30 persons were killed and 70 others were wounded in a blast in the northern Iraqi city 
of Mosul on Friday. Seven Iraqis were also killed and 21 others suffered cuts in various other 
attacks in northern regions. 

Ties between the two neighboring nations have noticeably warmed up recently. The Turks 
have shown special interest in supporting the Iraqis in the north, where a large Turkmen 
community lives. 

11. Dabbagh in Ankara to discuss ways of activating strategic cooperation 
between Iraq and Turkey (Burathnews) 
 
Government Spokesman, Ali Dabbagh, discussed the importance of mutual visits between the 
Iraqi and Turkish Officials, to strengthen the bilateral relations and cooperation between the 
two countries. 

While Dabbagh is in Ankara, he met with both Turkish PM Recep Tayyip Erdogan and 
Foreign Minister Ahmed Daoduglu, and they discussed ways of activating the strategic 
cooperation between Iraq and Turkey, as well as economic cooperation between the two 
countries and the importance of the forthcoming visits of Turkish Officials to Iraq. 

For their part, Officials in Turkey expressed their readiness to contribute in the unity of the 
Iraqi territory, and to ensure prosperity and stability to Iraq. 

 

12. Turkish Foreign Ministry Condemns Bomb Attacks in Iraq (Anatolia)  
 
Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs has condemned the terrorist attacks that killed almost 40 
people in Iraq on Friday. 

Releasing a written statement on the incidents, the ministry expressed Turkey's sorrow and 
concern over the terrorist attacks that took place despite the improvements regarding the 
political consensus and security atmosphere in Iraq. 

Turkey is ready to extend support for the treatment of the wounded Iraqis if requested by Iraqi 
officials, the statement also said. 

Nearly 30 people died and more than 70 were wounded in a bomb attack waged in the north 
of the Iraqi city of Mosul on Friday. 
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