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Irak, Kiirtlerin petrol anlagsmasini
feshediyor

Irak'ta Ust dlzeyli bir yetkili, kuzeydeki
Kiart bolgesel yonetimiyle anlasmalar
yapan Amerikan sirketi Exxon Mobil'in
sozlesmesini feshetmek icin gereken

islemleri yapacaklarini séyledi.

Uluslararasi  haber ajansi  Reuters'a

konusan, Petrol Bakanligi'nin Sézlesmeler
ve Ruhsatlama Dairesi Baskani
Abdilmehdi el Ameedi, "Exxon,
Klrdistan'da faaliyet gosterecek sirketleri
ilgilendiren bakanlik talimatlarini ihlal etti"

dedi.

Ameedi, "Bu hem sozlesmenin hem de
yasanin ihlalidir. Sonug¢ olarak petrol
bakanhgl (Exxon ile vyapimis olan)
sozlesmeyi bitirmek icin gerekenleri
yapacak. Ancak bu islemin hazirliklarinin

yapilmasi gerek" seklinde konustu.
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Exxon, Irak petrol bakanlgi ile glineydeki
Bati Kurna birinci faz petrol sahasini
gelistirmek icin  milyarlarca  dolarlk

anlasma yapmisti.

Irak'taki merkezi hiikiimet ile Irak Bolgesel
Kart  yonetimi, petrol ve toprak
konusundaki  haklar  lizerinde  uzun
zamandir uzlasamiyorlar. Merkezi
hikiimet, gecmiste Kirt bolgesiyle
imzalanan bitin petrol anlasmalarini
yasadisl sayacagini duyurmustu.

http://www.ntvmsnbc.com/id/25297795/

IRAK’TA TURKMENLERIN
YOGUNLUKTA OLDUGU SELAHATTIN
iLi OZERKLIK TALEBINDE ISRARLI

Selahattin il Meclisi Tirkmen Grubu
Baskani Ali Hasim Muhtaroglu:

“Kuzey Irak’a verilen haklarin higbiri
buraya  verilmiyor.  Bizler = magdur
ediliyoruz. Biz de il meclisi olarak ‘Ozerklik
Talebi’ kararini almayi uygun goérdik. Bu
kararimiz meclis, halk, vilayetteki asiretler

ve kanaat oOnderleri tarafindan da

destekleniyor”

“Irak Tirkleri Osmanli’dan bu yana sirekli

hedef haline gelmislerdir”
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Irak’ta nifusu 1 milyon 200 bini asan
Selahattin ili meclisinin aldigi ‘Ozerklik’
karari Tirkmenler ve ilde yasayan diger
etnik gruplar tarafindan da olumlu

karsilandi.

ile bagh 8 ilceden, Tirkmenlerin
yogunlukta oldugu Tuzhurmatu’da da
karara destek tam. 80 binden fazla
Tirkmen'in yasadigl 170 bin nifuslu ilcede
Kart ve Arap’lar da kararin kendileri icin iyi

sonuglanacagini belirtti.

il meclisinde 28 iiyeden 24'liniin destegi
ile alinan karar da 2'si Turkmen 1'i Kurt
olan 3 Tuzhurmatu meclis Uyesinin de

destegi var.

Tlrkmenleri il meclisinde temsil eden Irak
Tirkmen Cephesi Bagkan Yardimcisi ve
Selahattin il Meclisi Tirkmen Grubu
Baskani  Ali  Hasim Muhtaroglu, il
meclisinin aldigi 6zerklik talebi kararinin
yasal oldugunu, Irak anayasasinin 119.
maddesinde il meclisi tiyelerinin 3'te 1'inin
bu istegi imzalamasiyla boyle bir istekte
bulunmasi hakkinin verildigini belirterek,
“Biz il meclisi olarak 28 Ulyenin 24'Unin
onayl ile bu karan aldik. Bu karara
Basbakan Maliki karsi ¢ikiyor ancak

meclisimizi ziyaret eden Irak Parlamento
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Baskani Usame El-nuceyfi bu istegin yasal
oldugunu ve bunu desteklediklerini
belirtti. Hiklimet tim illere karsi ayni
mesafede degil. Kuzey Irak’a verilen
haklarin higbiri buraya verilmiyor. Bizler
magdur ediliyoruz. Biz de meclis olarak
boyle bir karar almayl uygun gordik. Bu
kararimiz meclis, halk, vilayetteki asiretler
ve kanaat onderleri tarafindan da

destekleniyor” dedi.

Karardan geri adim atmayacaklarini
belirten Muhtaroglu bunu halk oylamasina
da gotlrebileceklerini belirtti. Basbakan
Nuri El-maliki’nin  Selahattin ilinin bu
talebinin arkasinda Baas Partisi'nin bu
bolgede rahat hareket saglama talebinin
yattigi  yonlindeki iddiasina  karsin
Muhtaroglu, “Bu agiklama Basbakana
yakismiyor. Ayrica 6zerklik istegine Baas
Partisi de karsi cikiyor. Maliki'nin bu
yaklasimi  tek adam, dikta rejim
tutkusudur, hi¢c kimsenin halk iradesi
olmadan tek basina karar almasi soz

konusu degildir” dedi.

TURKMENLER DESTEKLIYOR

Selahattin’de  Tirkmenlerin  bu karan
destekledigini  soyleyen = Muhtaroglu,
“Tirkmenler vilayet icinde magdur

olanlarin basinda geliyor. Go6z ardi
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siyasetinin yani sira tartismal  bdlge
¢lkmazina merkezin  hi¢ bir ¢6zlim
gelistiremedigi icin ayrica is firsatlari olsun
hizmet olsun Tldrkmen bolgeleri hep arka
planda bu ylizden biz de sonuna kadar bu

istegi destekliyoruz” dedi.

IRAK TURKMENLERI MAGDUR

Irak’ta  yasayan  Turklerin ~ Osmanl
imparatorlugu’ndan sonra kendi kaderine
birakildigini séyleyen Muhtaroglu, “Burada
Tirkler strekli katliamlara maruz kalyor,
bazen bu merkezi hikiimetler tarafindan
uygulaniyor bazen de merkez hikimetin
gdzii onilinde vyapilyor. Bu sekilde cok
sayida vatandasimiz hayatini  kaybetti.
Ozerk bdlgenin olusmasi ile bdlgedeki
Tirkmenlerin kaderi degisecek ¢unki
burada agirligimiz var ve her seyi

yapabiliriz” diye konustu.

VATANDASLAR OZERKLIK iSTIYOR

ITC  Selahattin kolu Enformasyon
Sorumlusu Tiirkes Tuzlu da “il meclisinin
aldigi karari destekliyoruz ciinkii bu istek

Irak halkinin mesru bir hakkidir” dedi.

Tuzhurmatu’da yasayan vatandaslar da
2003ten  bu yana  Tuzhurmatu’da
kendilerine yapilan saldirilarin

yogunluguna dikkat cekerek, bunun ancak
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ozerklik haklarinin kazanilmasi ile son
bulacagini soyledi.

http://www.kerkuk.net/?p=6691

OZERKLIK TARTISMASI SURUYOR

Ozerklik ~ tartismasi hikiimet  ve
Parlamento’nun birinci derecede glindem
maddesini olusturmaya devam ediyor.bazi
illerin ozerklik taleplerine iliskin
Parlamento kanuni komisyonundan bir
actklama geldi.Kanuni Komisyon Etnik veya
Mezhebe dayali olmadigi siirece, bir veya
birden fazla ilin birlesmesi ile 6zerklik
talep etmesine, yasal olarak her hangi bir

engel olmadigini belirtti.

Basta Parlamento Baskani Usame El
Niceyfi olmak Uzere bir cok Milletvekili de

ozerklige dstek veriyor.

Ozerklik  tartismasi hikimet  ve
Parlamento’nun birinci derecede giindem
maddesini olusturmaya devam ediyor.bazi
illerin ozerklik taleplerine iliskin
Parlamento kanuni komisyonundan bir
aciklama geldi.Kanuni Komisyon Etnik veya
Mezhebe dayali olmadigi siirece, bir veya
birden fazla ilin birlesmesi ile 6zerklik
talep etmesine, yasal olarak her hangi bir

engel olmadigini belirtti.
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Komisyon (iyesi Emir El Kinani, 6zerklik
kurulmasinn Etnik ve Mezhebe dayali
olmadigi surece buna karsi herhangi bir
yasa olmadigini  soéyledi ve ozerklik

taleplerine destek verdi.

El Kinani, Anayasada, Ozerklikle ilgili tam
bir  sekilde anlasiir  bir madde

bulunmadigini da s6zlerine ekledi.

El Kinani, 6zerklik talebinin amaci Etnik ve
Mezheb’e dayali degil, daha iyi hizmet

verilmesine dayali olmalidir dedi.

El Kinani, Salahattin, Musul gibi bazi illerin
genis arazi ve blylik  yuzolgimiine sahip
oldugunu, bu nedenle ilce ve kdylere daha

iyi hizemet vermedigini agikladi.

Salahattin ilinde Samarra ve Dduceyil
ilcelerinin, Musul ilinde ise Telafer gibi
ilcenin il olabilme sartlari bulundugunu

soyledi.

ALi KASAP / TURKMENELITV HABER MUD.

http://www.kerkuk.net/?p=6653

EL NUCEYFi TURKIYE’DE

Parlamento Baskani Usame El Niceyfi

Tlrkiye'de temaslarda
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bulunuyor.Ankara’da Turkiye Basbakani

Recep Tayyip Erdogan ile gorisen El

Niceyfi iki tlke iliskilerini gindem aldi.

Turkiye Basbakani Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
Turkiye'yi  ziyaret eden Parlamento
Baskani Usame El Nuceyfi'yi kabul ederek

gorustu.

Tirkiye Bagbakanlik Merkez Bina’da
gerceklesen Erdogan-Niceyfi goriismesi,

yaklasik 1 saat stirdd.

Tirkiye Basbakani Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
Parlamento Baskani Usame El Niceyfi'yi
Basbakanlik merdivenlerinde karsilarken,
gorisme sonunda da yine disariya ¢ikarak

aracina kadar ugurladi.

Goriusmede, Irak’in su probleminin yani
sira terdrle micadelede ortak hareket
etme konularinin  masaya yatinldig

belirtildi.

Gorismenin sona ermesinin ardindan,
Nuceyfi'yi, Basbakan Recep Tayyip
Erdogan ugurladi. El Niceyfi'nin yarinda

diger vyetkililerle iki ulke iligkileri ile
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bolgedeki son gelismeler hususunda

temaslarda bulunmasi bekleniyor.

Bu arada yarin Tirkiye'yi ziyaret edecek
olan Irak Tirkmen Cephesi bagkani ve
Kerkiik Milletvekili Erset Salihi, Tirkiye
Cumhurbaskani Abdullah Gl tarafindan
kabul edilecek

http://www.kerkuk.net/?p=6657

CUMHURBASKANI GUL, IRAK
TURKMEN CEPHESI BASKANI
ERSAT SALIHI’Yi KABUL ETTI

Cumhurbaskani  Abdullah  Gil, Irak
Tirkmen Cephesi Baskani Ersat Salihi
ve  beraberindeki  heyeti  Cankaya
Kosk’'inde  kabul etti. Gorlismede,
Tlrkiye’nin Irak’a destegi konusu 6ne ¢ikti.
Gul , “lrak’in birligi, butinlGgi ve giclu

olmasi icin Tilrkiye olarak elimizden gelen

her seyi yapiyoruz” dedi.

Cumhurbaskani  Abdullah  Gil, Irak

Tirkmen Cephesi Baskani Ersat Salihi ve
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beraberindeki heyeti Cankaya Kdsk’Gindeki

makaminda kabul etti.

Ersat Salihi Baskanligindaki heyet, Irak’taki
son gelismelerle ilgili Cumhurbaskani Gl

ile goris alis verisinde bulundu.

Kabul sirasinda Cumhurbaskani Giil, Irak
ve Tirkiye arasinda Tirkmenlerin blyuk
bir képrid roli Ustlendigini belirterek, ”
Irak’in birligi, batinliglu ve gicli olmasi
icin Tuirkiye olarak elimizden gelen her seyi
yaplyoruz. Yapmaya da devam ediyoruz.”

dedi.

Irak Tarkmen Cephesi Baskani Ersat Salihi
ise, Trkiye’'nin Irakhlarin yaninda
olmasinin, esit mesafede durmasinin
Irakhilar ig¢in buyuk bir gurur kaynag
oldugunu ve diger komsu tlkelerden de bu
gibi adimlar  beklediklerini  soyledi.
Amerika’nin Irak’tan ¢ekilmesinin
ardindan  olusacak tablonun o6nemli
oldugunu belirten Salihi, Kiirt yonetimi ile

gorismeye acik olduklarini ifade etti.

Cumhurbaskani  Gul daha sonra, Irak
Tirkmen Cephesi Baskani Salihi’'nin buyik
bir micahit oldugunu belirterek, Tirkmen
dayanismasindan  dolayr Ebu  Garip

Cezaevi'nde dokuz vyl kaldigini, bir
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kardesini sehit verdigini, tim ailesinin
Irak’in  glineyine slrildigini ve o
donemlerde cok biyilk cefalar ¢ekmis biri

oldugunu soyledi.

Cumhurbaskani Gil, Irak Tlirkmen Cephesi
Baskani Salihi’den Irak’a dondigilinde tim
Tirkmenlere ve herkese muhabbetlerini
ve sevgilerini iletmesini istedi.

http://www.kerkuk.net/?p=6683

Standoff at U.S. Airbase in Iraq (The
Wall Street Journal, Sam Dagher,
November 18)

BAGHDAD-A tense standoff between local
police and the Iragi Army played out on
Thursday at the gate of the U.S. airbase in
the northern city of Kirkuk, where a
dispute over land and oil threatens
national stability and unity as U.S. forces

withdraw.

The territorial conflict, between the
central government in Baghdad and the
semiautonomous Kurdistan region, is just
one flashpoint that some American and
Iragi officials say could boil over after the
full pullout of U.S. troops at the end of

December.
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Fears of a clash between Iraqi troops and
Kurdish forces were heightened on
Thursday, when the Kurdish-dominated
police in Kirkuk blocked senior Iragi Army
commanders from entering the airbase,
where they said the were planning to take

over the facility from the U.S. military.

The army officials brought reporters from
Iraqgi state-owned television to document
the handover, in what appeared to be an
effort to show the nation that Baghdad
was in charge. The central government,
headed by Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki,
is increasingly eager to project its power

ahead of the U.S. pullout.

The installation, known as Forward
Operating Base Warrior, is among nine
bases still under U.S. control that are
scheduled for transfer to Iraq by the end

of December.

The Kurds in the north are sensitive about
even allowing the army within the city
limits, let alone giving them claim to a
military base in the city-one of nearly a
dozen disputed patches of oil-rich
territory along a 300-mile arc just beyond

Iraq's Kurdistan region.
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"We did not want a situation where we
ended up shooting at each other," said

Kirkuk Gov. Najmaldin Karim.

Mr. Karim met with Mr. Maliki and U.S.
Ambassador James Jeffrey in Baghdad in
an effort to calm the drama that was

unfolding 180 miles to the north.

Mr. Karim, an American neurosurgeon of
Kurdish origin, said the standoff was
resolved when Mr. Maliki committed to
converting the military airbase into a
civilian airport in the future, reflecting the
wishes of the majority of the members of

the provincial council.

The U.S. Embassy and Mr. Maliki's office

didn't respond to requests for comment.

After the verbal agreement in Baghdad,
the police in Kirkuk allowed a dozen Iraqi
army vehicles to enter the base, according

to Mr. Karim.

But what happened next highlighted the
level of mistrust that remains despite U.S.
efforts over the years to tamp down
tensions and nudge the two sides to

resolve their differences.
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Hussein al-Assadi, a special adviser to Mr.
Maliki responsible for the formalities of
receiving all bases from the U.S. military,
proceeded to hold a handover ceremony
in a section of the Kirkuk airbase-though
no U.S. commanders were present, and all
U.S.-Iragi base handovers have been kept
under wraps in recent months for security

reasons.

Mr. Assadi said he was transferring
security responsibility of the base to the
commander of Iragi ground troops, Lt.
Gen. Ali Ghaidan, in the presence of
dozens of other Iraqi officers. "This is a
joyous occasion for Kirkuk and Iraq," said

Mr. Assadi.

Gen. Ghaidan suggested the decision to
turn the airbase into a civilian airport
hadn't been finalized, given its strategic

importance to the air force.

The ceremony topped the news bulletin

on the state-owned Iragiya TV station.

Later, the spokesman for the U.S. military
in lIraq, Maj. Gen. Jeffrey Buchanan, told
The Wall Street Journal that the base

remained under American control and
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that as far as the U.S. was concerned no

transfer had occurred.

Gen. Buchanan said a transfer would
happen in "the very near future" and that
while he was concerned about the jostling
for control of the airbase, his bigger worry
was the unresolved conflict between the
central government and the Kurdistan

region.

"My bigger concern longer-term is the
need to continue the political dialogue
that can solve the underlying problems

that still have not been resolved," he said.

The potential for a clash between Iraqi
troops and Kurdish forces has been a main
source of concern for many U.S. military
officials in the aftermath of President
Barack Obama's announcement last
month that the U.S. would withdraw all

troops from Iraq by the end of the year.

In testimony before Congress, the nation's
second-ranking uniformed officer said this
week that a chief worry once the U.S.
pullout is complete is the tension between

the two sides, especially in northern Irag.
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Sen. Susan Collins (R., Maine) asked Gen.
Martin Dempsey, the chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, whether the potential
conflict in the Iragi north "will become a

destabilizing flash point."

Gen. Dempsey responded: "l worry about
a lot of things, senator, and | will include
this among the list of things | worry

about."

In Kirkuk, Arabs, Kurds and Turkomen-
diverse ethnic groups belonging to Iraqg's
majority ~ Muslim  faith-have  been
immersed in a fight, at times bloody, for

control of the oil-rich province.

The struggle also pits the Arab-dominated
central government in Baghdad against
the semiautonomous Kurdistan region,
which claims authority in Kirkuk and other

territories.

While the epicenter of this struggle is
Kirkuk, it extends east to the Iranian
border and northwest to the Syrian

frontier.

At the end of 2009, the U.S. military
oversaw the creation of a joint security

mechanism between Kurdish forces and
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the Iragi Army to conduct patrols and man
checkpoints in the disputed territories in
order to foster trust and give political
leaders on both sides the opportunity to
resolve the conflict. Until recently, U.S.
soldiers were directly involved in this

security effort.

Diplomats as well as representatives from
the U.S. Office for Security Cooperation
will remain involved in a regional
coordination center after the U.S. troops

are gone, according to Gen. Buchanan.

But many, including Kirkuk's governor,
fear this security mechanism could

unravel after U.S. troops depart.

"They are together while the U.S. forces
are here and they will be together if
nothing happens," said Mr. Karim. "But
God forbid if the situation changes you
will probably see them split apart, going

their own way."

Although the State Department s
expected to remain deeply engaged with
these issues, many officials in places such
as Kirkuk fear it won't have the same
authority or ability as the military to

control the potentially explosive situation.
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About 22,000 U.S. military personnel
remained in Iraq as of Thursday after the
departure of almost 6,000 over the past

week according to the military.

Iraq executes 11 'terrorists' says state
TV (CNN, Mohammed Tawfeeq,
November 17)

Iraq executed 11 "terrorists" Wednesday,
including a Tunisian man convicted in the
al-Askariya Shrine bombing in 2006,

Iragiya state TV reported on Thursday.

The name of the Tunisian man is Yusri
Fakhir, state TV reported, quoting Iraq's
Justice Ministry. The other 10 men were
executed on unrelated  terrorism

convictions, Iragiya TV reported.

Thousands of Sunnis and Shiites were
killed across the country after the
bombing of the al-Askraiya Shiite Shrine in
Samarra in 2006. The attack destroyed
two minarets of the shrine and sparked a
round of bloody sectarian retaliation
between Sunnis and Shiites for more than
two years. Samarra is a predominately
Sunni town about 100 kilometers North of

Baghdad.
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Separately, Police Lt. Col. Jabbar Rasheed
was killed along with three other police
officers when a roadside bomb exploded
beneath their vehicle near Wadi Hajar
bridge in central Mosul on Thursday
morning, Mosul police officials tell CNN.
Lt. Col. Rasheed was al-Dawasa area police

chief in Mosul.

In another incident, nine people were
wounded including two Iraqi soldiers
when a roadside bomb exploded near an
Iragi army patrol in the al-Zuhoor
neighborhood in eastern Mosul on

Thursday morning, Mosul police told CNN.

In central Mosul, three roadside bombs
exploded near an office of the Patriotic
Union of Kurdistan (PUK) headed by Irag's
President Jalal Talabani. Police officials
said the PUK office is also close to a fuel
station. At least 10 people were wounded
in the three explosions. Most of wounded
were civilians who were lining up to get

fuel for their house generators.

Mosul is located in Nineveh province
about 420 kilometers north of Baghdad.
Mosul is a mixed city with an Arab

majority.
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In Mahmoudiya, about 30 kilometers
south of Baghdad, a car bomb exploded
an near an lragi army patrol on Thursday
morning, an official with Iraq's Interior
Ministry told CNN. At least six people

were wounded in the explosion.

Although violence across Iraq has dropped
dramatically since the peak of the
sectarian violence, which was mostly
sparked after the bombing of al-Askariya
Shrine in Samarra in 2006, such attacks

still occur on a daily basis.

As the December 31 deadline for the
pullout of all U.S. troops approaches,
these daily attacks raise more concern for
Iragis who wonder whether Iraqgi security
forces will be able to secure the country

internally and externally.

Iraq Inquiry must not be held hostage
(The Independent, November 18)

A delay to the publication of the final
report of the Chilcot inquiry into Britain's
role in the lraqg War has raised suspicions
that government departments are trying
to prevent it from annexing a number of

confidential documents to its conclusions.
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Were that true, it would be unsurprising.
Sir Gus O'Donnell, the Cabinet Secretary,
has already vetoed the inclusion of notes
between Tony Blair, who was Prime
Minister, and the US President at the time,
George Bush, on the grounds that
publication could inhibit frank exchanges
between leaders of the two countries in

future.

Such restrictions are doubtless irritating to
Sir John Chilcot and his team, but they
cannot obscure the important revelations
which their work has already prompted.
There was much cynicism when the
inquiry opened, with many assuming that
it would shed about as much light as had
the previous four, generally unilluminating
inquiries into aspects of the Iraq conflict —
from the Commons foreign affairs and
security committees and the Hutton
inquiry into the death of the weapons
adviser Dr David Kelly, to the Butler
inquiry, which at least criticised the
informal "sofa" style of decision-making

that characterised the Blair government.

But Sir John has proved a less malleable
creature. From the outset he rejected the
recommendation that he take much

evidence in camera and insisted on public
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hearings. Then he called a succession of
witnesses, from former Cabinet
Secretaries to military commanders, who
sharply criticised the way Mr Blair and his
close advisers took key decisions without
consulting senior ministers and the

Attorney General, Lord Goldsmith.

The inquiry has heard evidence that the
claim that MI6 had established "beyond
doubt" that Saddam Hussein had weapons
of mass destruction was "not possible to
make on the basis of intelligence". It
showed that Mr Blair acquiesced very
early on in President Bush's determination
to remove Saddam and force regime
change. A note from the Prime Minister's
private secretary revealed that Mr Blair
privately agreed, in October 2002, to
commit Britain to war, while publicly
suggesting he would use military force

only after seeking fresh UN authority.

The Chilcot process has also shown that
the Cabinet was effectively excluded from
decisions on military action. It proved that
Parliament was misled over the strength
of intelligence, the severity of the Iraq
threat and the legality of the invasion. It
disclosed that Mr Blair's private secretary

routinely deleted any mention of
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correspondence with Mr Bush from
government minutes. It showed that
planning for post-war reconstruction was
woeful. And it raised questions as to
whether Mr Blair acted honestly when he
told his press secretary to blame the

French for failures at the UN.

What it has not established beyond doubt
is whether Mr Blair just made the wrong
judgement calls or whether he acted in
bad faith — and lied to Parliament and the
nation. The hope is that Chilcot will
pronounce on that. It is crucial therefore
that the final report should be as full and
considered — and well-documented — as

possible.

The delay now disclosed may be caused by
something as prosaic as the volume of
drafting work. But if there is any truth in
suggestions that senior civil servants are
trying to block the addition of important
documents, then ministers must intervene
to unblock the process. Conservative
politicians may see little advantage in that,
since their party overwhelmingly backed
Tony Blair at the time. But the Liberal
Democrats, who consistently opposed the
war, should make it a Coalition priority

that the Chilcot inquiry be as unhindered
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as possible, consistent with national
security, in giving a full account of what
happened, what went wrong and what

lessons must be learnt.

Iraq's Sadr backs embattled Syrian
leader Assad (AFP, November 18)

BAGHDAD - Iraq's radical anti-US Shiite
cleric Mogtada al-Sadr has expressed
support for Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad, even as much of the Arab world

turns against the embattled strongman.

Assad has since March been trying to
crush a popular uprising against his
government, in which over 3,500 people

have been killed, according to UN figures.

The Arab League on November 12 voted
to suspend Syria, although Iraq itself
abstained, and Arab leaders on
Wednesday gave Assad three days to halt
his "bloody repression" of protests or face

sanctions.

But there is "a big difference" between
what is happening in Syria and the "great
revolutions in Tunisia, Egypt, Libya,
Bahrain and Yemen," Sadr said in a
statement received by AFP on Thursday,

WWW.ORSAM.ORG.TR

Mithat Pasa Caddesi 46/4 Kizilay-Ankara TURKEY
Tel: +90(312)4302609 Fax: +90(312)4303948 orsam@orsam.org.ir

Sayfa 14



ORSAM

ORTADOGU STRATEJIK ARASTIRMALAR MERKEZI
CENTER FOR MIDDLE EASTERN STRATEGIC STUDIES
B AR S p30d sl R e

referring to other Arab states that have

seen popular uprisings this year.

"One of the reasons behind this difference
is that Bashar al-Assad is against the
American and Israeli presence and his
attitudes are clear, not like those who
collapsed before him, or will collapse,"
said the statement released by his office
in the city of Najaf, reiterating points Sadr

made in August.

"Some of your lands are still occupied,”
Sadr said, referring to the Israeli-occupied
Golan Heights, which the Jewish state

seized from Syria in 1967.

Sadr also warned against throwing Syria

into "an abyss of terrorism and
fragmentation in the event of a vacuum in

power."

"We support your demonstrations to
show your opinion," Sadr said of the anti-

Assad camp.

"But there are large groups that ... are
with keeping the government," he said,
calling for dialogue and an end to the

conflict
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2. IRAN / IRAN

Bozkir: Tiirkiye, iran’a karsi higbir
girisimi kabul etmeyecek

IRNA.Tahran.18.11.2011

Tirkiye Biyik Millet Meclisi Dis iliskiler

Komisyonu Baskani  Volkan  Bozkir,

Alaaddin  Burucerdi ile  Ankara’da
goristiikten sonra basin mensuplarina
yaptigl aciklamada, Tirkiye'nin dost Ulke
iran’a zarar verecek girisimleri kabul

etmeyeceklerini belirtti.

Bozkir ve Burucerdi bir buguk saat sliren
gorismeden sonra basin mensuplarinin
sorularini yanitladilar.

Burucerdi’nin Turkiye ziyaretinden
duydugu memnuniyeti dile getiren Bozkir
“Iran, Turkiye icin c¢ok ©6nemli bir
komsudur. ikili gériismelerde ekonomi,
kiltlrel ve siyasi iliskileri degerlendirdik ve
iki Glke arasinda ticaret hacminin 30 milyar
dolara c¢ikmasi ve turizm is birligini

gelistirme yollarini géristik” dedi.
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iran ve Tirkiye’nin en c¢ok terérden zarar
goren iki Glke olduguna isaret eden Bozkir
“gorismede uyusturucu kacakciligi ile
etkili micadele yollarini ve basta Suriye
olmak Uzere bolge gelismelerini

degerlendirdik” dedi.

Tirk mevkidasi ile goriismelerinin ¢ok
olumlu ve vyapici gectigine isaret eden
islami Sura Meclisi’nin Dis Politika ve
Ulusal Gilvenlik Komisyonu Baskani
Alaaddin Burucerdi “iran ve Tirkiye iki
komsu ve dost Ulke olarak iliskileri cok iyi.
Bu yil iki Glke arasinda ticaret hacmi 12
milyar dolara ulasti ve yilsonuna kadar bu
rakamin 15 milyar dolara ulasmasi

bekleniyor” dedi.

Burucerdi ve beraberindeki  heyet
carsamba glinli Ankara’ya gitti.

http://www?2.irna.ir/tr/news/view/line-

120/1111185995120408.htm

Brucerdi: Tiirkiye ile ortak
noktalarimiz ¢ok fazla

iran islami Sura Meclisi Milli Guvenlik ve
Dis Politika Komisyonu Baskani Alaaddin
Brucerdi, Tirkiye ve Iran arasindaki

iliskilerin gelismekte oldugunu belirterek,
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buna halel getirecek girisimlere karsi

dikkatli olunmasi gerektigini sdyledi.

Brucerdi, AA'ya verdigi demecte, Tlrkiye-
iran iliskileri, terdérizmle miicadele, ABD,
israil tehditleri ve Suriye'deki durumla ilgili

actklamalarda bulundu.

Tirkiye ve iran iliskilerinin  sirekli
gelismekte oldugunu belirten Burucerdi,
ikili iliskileri daha da gliclendirmek ve
bolgenin istikrarina katkida bulunabilmek
icin imkan ve potansiyellerden gerektigi

gibi yararlanmanin 6nemine degindi.

"Tirkiye ile ortak noktalarimiz ayri
olanlardan ¢ok daha fazla" diyen Brucerdi,
siyasi, ekonomik, ticaret ve glivenlik
alanlarindaki ortak noktalarin ¢okluguna

dikkati gekti.

iki Glkenin de Ekonomik isbirligi Teskilati
(EIT) ve islam Iisbirligi Teskilati (iiT) Gyesi
oldugunu hatirlatan Burucerdi, Tiirkiye ve
iran'in genis bir alanda daha yakin isbirligi

yapabileceklerini soyledi.

Brucerdi, '"Blyuk seytan ABD'nin ve
siyonist rejimin hile ve tuzaklarina karsi
dikkatli olmalhyiz ki iliskilerimize halel

getiremesinler" diye konustu.
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"iki Ulkenin iliskileri iyi durumda, ancak
daha iyi iliskilere sahip olunabilir'" diyen
Brucerdi, "Potansiyellerimiz
yararlandigimizdan cok daha fazla. Ortak
noktalarimizi daha da artirabiliriz" diye

konustu.

Terérizmin, hem iran hem de Tiirkiye icin
bas belasi bir konu oldugunu anlatan
Brucerdi, terdrizmle mucadele
kapsaminda iki dlkenin yillardir ortak

givenlik komitesi olusturdugunu kaydetti.

Terdrizmle miicadelenin de iki Ulkenin
ortak konularindan biri oldugunu séyleyen
Brucerdi, "Bana gore iki tlke bu konudaki
micadelesini ciddi olarak surdirmeli"

dedi.

Burucerdi, bolgesel capta da terdrizmle
miicadelede isbirliginin gerekliligine

inandiklarini belirtti.

Brucerdi, ABD'nin iran'a karsi tutumu ve
bolgedeki miidahaleci politikalarinin kabul

edilemeyecegini sdyledi.

“ABD'nin bolgedeki varligina ve
miidahalelerine kesinlikle karsiyiz”” diyen

Burucerdi,

STRATEJIK BILGI YONETIMI
OZGUR DUSUNCE URETIMI

STRATEGIC INFORMATION MANAGEMENT
AND INDEPENDENT THOUGHT PRODUCTION

"Bolge uUlkelerinin kendi milli kabiliyetleri
ve aralarinda yapacaklar isbirligiyle
bolgenin glvenligini  saglayabilecegine
inaniyoruz. Bu yuzden bodlgede ABD'nin

bastonuyla ylrimemize gerek yok" dedi.

ABD Baskani Barack Obama'nin verdigi
sozlerden hicgbirini  tutamadigini  ve
kendisinden oncekilerin yanlislarini
tekrarladigini anlatan Brucerdi,
Washington yonetiminin, Irak, Afganistan,
Filistin gibi bircok konuda basarisiz

oldugunu bildirdi.

ABD'nin, Miubarek, Kaddafi, Bin Ali,
Abdullah Salih gibi dostlarini tek tek
kaybettigini, Bahreyn ve diger lilkelerde de
durumun benzer oldugunu belirten
Brucerdi, bltin bu gelismelerin
Washington yénetimi aleyhinde oldugunu

soyledi.

Brucerdi, ABD'nin yiz milyarlarca dolar
harcamasina, sadece Irak'ta binlerce
askerini kaybetmesine ragmen

basarisizliga ugradigini belirtti.

ABD'nin bu tir politikalarinin ekonomik
krize neden olduguna deginen Brucerdi,

"Wall Street'i bugiin ABD'nin bir gercegi
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olarak kabul etmeliyiz. Halk toplanmis ve
biz ylzde 99 olarak yizde 1'in
karsisindayiz diyor, bu cok onemli bir

konu" ifadelerini kullandi.

Brucerdi, Amerikan  ybnetiminin g
krizlerden kurtulmak ve dikkati baska yone
cekmek icin yeni senaryolar pesinde
oldugunu, bu yiizden de iran aleyhinde bir
rapor hazirlamasi icin UAEK Baskani

Amano'ya emir verdigini belirtti.

Raporun teknik acidan da mantik ve hukuk
acisindan da sorunlu oldugunu belirten
Brucerdi, Rusya ve Cin'in rapora itirazlarini

hatirlatti.

iran'in  Suudi Arabistan'in Washington
Buyukelgisine suikast planlamakla da
suglandigini  belirten Brucerdi, ABD'nin
iran'a baskiyl artirmak icin bdylesi komik

bir yola basvurdugunu soyledi.

Burucerdi, israil'in iran'a saldiri
dislincesini son zamanlarda yilksek bir
sesle dile getirdigini, ancak siyonist rejimin
boyle bir yanhsa kalkisacagini sanmadigini

bildirdi.

"Siyonist rejim glcli olsaydi 33 Giin

Savasinda kii¢lik bir grup olan Libnan
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Hizbullah'ina yenilmezdi'" diyen Brucerdi,
"Butiin dinya biliyor ki siyonistler
dinyanin dordiinct glcli ordusu olarak
33 Giin Savasinda iran ile ¢ok iyi dost olan
Hizbullah  karsisinda yenildi'" ifadesini

kulland.

Brucerdi, "Hizbullah'a yenilen siyonist
rejimin iran'la catismaya girmek istemesi
onlar icin bliylk bir ahmaklik olur. Onlarin
boyle bir hataya kalkisacaklarini
sanmiyorum. Aksi durumda savas iran'la
sinirll kalmayacak, bolgeyi krize sokacak"

dedi.

Hassas Basra Korfezi'nin diinya
ekonomisiyle i¢ ice geg¢mis durumda
oldugunu, diinya ekonomisinin zaten
yeteri kadar kriz yasadigini anlatan
Brucerdi, "Sanayilesmis Ulkelerin 6zellikle
de ABD'nin asil enerji kaynaginin temin
edildigi Basra Korfezi'nin krize girmesi
kesinlikle ABD'nin ve Bati'nin lehine
olmayacak. Bu ylizden, boyle bir yanlisi
yapacaklarini sanmiyoruz. Ancak biz, ¢ok
kiicik bir ihtimal dahi olsa boyle bir
yanlisa karst  kendimizi  hazirlamis

durumdayiz" ifadelerini kullandi.

Burucerdi, "Siyonist Israil'in okullarinda

simdi bile c¢ocuklara Nil'den Firat'a
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stratejisi O0gretiliyor. Direnis ve micadele
olmazsa siyonist rejim bolgedeki tim
Ulkelere midahale pesinde. Bu, bolge
tlkelerinin  milli menfaatlerine, islam
diinyasinin ve hatta boélgenin glivenliginin

aleyhine bir durumdur' dedi.

"Siyonistler hicbir anlasmaya ve taahhiide
bagh degiller'" diyen Brucerdi, Israil'in
Niikleer Silahlarin Yayilmasinin Onlenmesi
Anlasmasina (NPT) da taraf olmadigini

hatirlatti.

Brucerdi, '"200'den fazla niukleer basliklari
var" dedigi israil'in bélge giivenligini ciddi

olarak tehdit ettigine dikkati gekti.

iran Meclisi Milli Guivenlik ve Dig Politika
Komisyonu Baskani Brucerdi, Suriye'deki
gelismelerle ilgili degerlendirmesinde ise
bu Ulkede reformdan yana olduklarini

soyledi.

"Bu reformlarin bir an 0once hayata
gecirilmesi gerektigine inaniyoruz' diyen
Brucerdi, "Ancak ABD ve siyonist rejimin
Suriye'de kargasa ve i¢ savas ¢ikarmasi igin
muhaliflere  silah, imkan ve para

vermesine karslyiz" ifadesini kullandi.
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Brucerdi, “Amerikalilar bilsin ki bu i¢ savag
onlarin lehine olmayacak. Clnki Bessar
Esad'dan sonra Suriye'de nelerin olacagi
belli degil. ABD'nin Suriye'yi kontrol
edebilecegi disiincesi yanlig bir
disincedir. Tunus, Misir, Libya ve higbir
yerde olmadigi gibi. Bu ylizden bolgenin
yararina ve c¢ikarina olmayacak bir isi

yapmamaliyiz” dedi.

israil'in tehdit ve zorbaliklarina karsi duran
onemli unsurlardan birinin de Suriye
oldugunu belirten Brucerdi, "Suriye
yillardir israil'e karsi miicadele eden islami
Cihad, Hamas ve Hizbullah'in yaninda yer
aliyor ve siyonist rejim karsisinda duruyor.
Bir Ulkenin, siyonistlerin asiriliklarina karsi
miicadele etmesi, direnmesi bizim igin ¢ok

degerlidir."

Brucerdi, aciklamalarinin sonunda AA
aracihgiyla Tiarkiye devleti ve halkina
dostluk ve sicak selamlarini iletti ve
Turkiye ziyaretinin yararli gorlismelere
sahne olacagini umdugunu belirtti.

http://www?2.irna.ir/tr/news/view/line-

117/1111180521122323.htm
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Brucerdi: Tiirkiye ile ticaret hacmi 15
milyar dolara yaklasacak

Tahran, 18 Kasim 2011 - iran islami Sura
Meclisi Milli Glvenlik ve Dis Politika
Komisyonu Baskani Alaaddin Burucerdi,
Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti ve iran arasindaki
ticaret hacminin 15 milyara yaklasacagini
soyledi.

MHA - Tirkiye'de temaslarda bulunan
Brucerdi, iki Glke arasinda ticaret hacminin
bu yil icinde 10 milyar dolari astigini bunun
yil sonuna kadar 15 milyar dolara

ulasmasinin beklendigini soyledi.

Brucerei temaslarda bolgesel gelismeleri
Tlrkiyeli yetkililerle ele aldiklarini, ayrica
iki Ulke meclisleri arasinda isbirliginin
gelistirilmesinin de Tirkiye ziyaretinin
gindemleri arasinda oldugunu séyledi.

Tirkiye'ye  flize  kalkani  sisteminin
radarlarinin  yerlestiriimesine  deginen
Brucerdi, Tirkiye'nin bir NATO (yesi
olarak bazi kararlarda yetkililerinin sinirli
oldugunu ama Turkiye'den beklenenin,
NATO'nun cikarlari yerine islam diinyasi ve
komsularinin  hayrina olacak kararlari

almasi oldugunu soyledi.

Burucerdi, Suriye'nin  islam Iisbirligi
Teskilati Uyesi oldugunun unutulmamasi

gerektigin belirttil.
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Brucerdi, Suriye'deki gelismeler ile ilgili
olarak, Suriye'nin islam isbirligi Teskilati
Uyesi oldugunun unutulmamasi gerektigini
hatirlatarak, komsu Glkelerden
beklentilerinin, Suriye'nin kendi
sorunlarini  Suriye halkinin  ¢ézmesini

beklemek oldugunu kaydetti.

Burucerdi, terorle mucadele konusunda
ise , iran'in terériin en biyiik kurbani
oldugunu zira terdriin iran'da binlerce
insanin canini aldigini, Tirkiye'de teror
orgiti PKK gibi iran'da da terdr orgiti
Pejak'in sinirlarda ve givenlikte 6nemli
sorunlara neden oldugunu dile getirdi ve
PKK'nin bir uzantisi olan Pejak'in iran
sinirlarinda kisith olan faaliyetlerinin de
bitirildigini soyledi.

http://www.mehrnews.com/tr/newsdetail

.aspx?NewsID=1462536

Salihi: Tahran ve Riyad iliskileri
kotiiye gitmemeli

Tahran, 18 Kasim 2011 - iran islam
Cumbhuriyeti Disisleri Bakani Ali Ekber
Salihi, Tahran-Riyad’in yakinlasmasi igin
yapitlan ¢abalara bakildiginda  Suudi
Arabistan’in iki Ulke iliskilerinin kotlye
gitmemesi i¢in son siyasi girisime 0Ozen

gostermesi gerektigini belirtti.
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MHA - Basin mensuplarina konusan Salihi,
Suudi Arabistan’in boyle bir girisimde
bulunmasinin beklenmedigine  isaret
ederek “islam Gmmeti nezdinde bir islam
tlkesinin baska bir islam (ilkesine kars
girisimde bulunmasi uygun bir hareket

degil” dedi.

Boyle gelismelerin gerceklesmesini
istemediklerini vurgulayan Salihi “tim
¢abamiz, yanlis anlasmalarin giderilmesi
yonilndedir eger Suudi Arabistan ABD ile
birlikte  BM Genel Kuruluna sunmayi
diisindigli ve iceriginde iran’a karsi
bentlerin de bulundugu karar taslagini

diizeltirse iran, bunu imzalayanlardan

olacak” dedi.

iran’in terérle miicadelede &nci (lke
olduguna isaret eden Salihi bir siire 6nce
Tahran’da bu konuda bir konferansin

yapildigini hatirlatti.

Salihi, Tahran’in bélgede dostluk, baris ve
istikrar ortaminin yaratilmasina ve ayrica
iran ve Suudi Arabistan arasinda uygun
atmosferin olusmasina cabaladigina
bakildiginda Suudi Arabistan’in boyle bir
girisimde bulunmasinin beklenmediginin

altini gizdi.
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http://www.mehrnews.com/tr/newsdetail

.aspx?NewsID=1462478

Salehi says Iran in talks with Russia to
settle nuclear issue

TEHRAN, Nov. 16 (MNA) - Foreign
Minister Ali Akbar Salehi says the Islamic
Republic is holding negotiations with
Russia to find a solution to the dispute
between Tehran and the West over Iran’s
nuclear program.

“We are in constant contact with Russian
officials... and believe that their step-by-
step proposal, which was a gesture of
good faith,” was welcomed by Iranian
officials, Salehi told reporters on the
sidelines of the cabinet meeting in Tehran

on Wednesday.

According to the Russian proposal,
declared on July 13, Iran could address
questions about its nuclear program and
be rewarded with a gradual easing of

sanctions.

“But our views should also be mentioned
in the plan,” Salehi said. “We have also
made a proposal and held meetings with
the Russians over its details, and they

accepted it.”
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He went on to say that in fact, Iran is
holing dialogue to find a solution to the
issue and get away from new sanctions
which probably would be imposed on the
country in the wake of false allegations

about its nuclear program.

He also said, “The latest developments in
the region, including the issue of Syria, are
also being discussed in our meetings with

the Russians.”
We are in talks with the IAEA

In reply to a question about Tehran’s
relation with the International Atomic
Energy Agency after it released a report
on lran’s nuclear program, Salehi said
what IAEA Director General Yukiya Amano
did was an “ill-advised” and “unfair” move
which was made under the West's

political pressure.

The move will discredit the IAEA, he
added.

“However, we will be in contact with the
agency and will not allow the situation get
worse, since we believe that the agency is

an international organization, and we do
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not want the agency to be discredited,”

Salehi explained.

Salehi also said that Iran plans to send a
letter in response to the recent report of
the IAEA to the relevant international

institutions.

Iran will not make any hasty decision

The foreign minister said, “The West is
seeking to make our country act hastily.
For instance, they intend to make us say
that we are not bound to the nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) any longer, but
they are totally mistaken because we are

experienced enough not to act passively.”

He also said that up until now, Iran's
peaceful nuclear activities have gone well
despite great political pressure exerted

against the country.

“Have we retreated from our stance? Has
any disruption been created in our
peaceful nuclear activities despite the
political pressure?”

http://www.mehrnews.com/en/newsdeta

il.aspx?NewsID=1461736
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Tehran criticizes anti-lran draft
resolution on U.S. plot claim

TEHRAN, Nov. 16 (MNA) — The lIranian
ambassador to the United Nations has
roundly criticized the anti-lran draft
resolution that condemns Tehran’s alleged
plot to assassinate the Saudi Arabian
ambassador to Washington, Adel al-
Jubeir.

Ambassador Mohammad Khazaii made
the remarks in a letter that he sent on
Wednesday to UN Secretary General Ban
Ki-moon, General Assembly President
Nassir Abdulaziz Al-Nasser, and the heads

of the UN delegations based in New York.

Saudi Arabia’s UN delegation circulated
the U.S.-backed draft resolution to the

General Assembly on Wednesday.

Abdulmohsen Alyas, the Saudi UN
mission’s spokesman, said on Tuesday
that the draft resolution will be put to a

vote on Friday, according to Reuters.

Reuters also reported on Tuesday that the
draft resolution says it “deplores the plot
to assassinate the ambassador of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United

States of America.”
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It also condemns “terrorism in all its forms
and  manifestations” and  “strongly
condemns acts of violence against
diplomatic and consular missions and

representatives.”

In  his letter, Ambassador Khazaii
dismissed the allegations leveled against
Iran and warned of the repercussions of
the decision to submit the draft resolution

to the assembly.

He also wrote that the move set a
dangerous precedent, is unacceptable,

and ruins the reputation of the UN.

He added that the draft resolution, which
is backed by the U.S. and is based on
unfounded allegations, is merely meant to
advance the short-sighted policies of

Washington.

The mechanism of the assembly used not
to allow the submission and review of
draft resolutions drawn up based on false

allegations, Khazaii said.

Those who presented the draft resolution
have flouted UN regulations, he said,

adding that the move will definitely

WWW.ORSAM.ORG.TR

Mithat Pasa Caddesi 46/4 Kizilay-Ankara TURKEY
Tel: +90(312)4302609 Fax: +90(312)4303948 orsam@orsam.org.ir

Sayfa 23



D C A (‘? A
( ) E‘f E\\ J/L‘%,i AVA

\_/ ) Vi

ORTADOGU STRATEJIK ARASTIRMALAR MERKEZI
CENTER FOR MIDDLE EASTERN STRATEGIC STUDIES
S RO S0l S Sae ) Bk S8

undermine the role and credibility of the

assembly.

The Iranian ambassador also described the
move as a threat to regional and

international security.

Khazaii also wrote about the Iranian
mission’s letter to UN authorities dated
October 11, 2011, in which he emphasized
that Iran is opposed to terrorism in all its
forms and called for the letter to be

registered as a UN official document.

Elsewhere in the letter, he stated that the
Islamic Republic fully abides by its
commitments to the terms of the
Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of Crimes against
Internationally Protected Persons,
including Diplomatic Agents, which was
adopted in New York on December 14,
1973, and called on the countries which
prepared the draft resolution against

Tehran to comply with the convention.

The propaganda campaign that the U.S.
has launched against Iran and the
accusations that it has made against
Tehran show Washington’s evil and hostile

intentions, he said.
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However, based on the authentic
documents that Iran has presented to the
UN, the U.S. has backed many terrorist
actions against the lIranian government

and people, Khazaii wrote.

Iran ready to sign draft resolution if

changes are made to it

Iranian Foreign Minister on Wednesday
criticized the move by the U.S. and Saudi
Arabia and said that Tehran did not expect

Riyadh to take such a move.

Speaking to ISNA, Salehi stated, “We are
the supporters of the campaign against
terrorism and are in the forefront (of the
campaign), and we held an international
conference on the issue in Tehran a few
months ago. Therefore, we agree with
most of the content of the draft resolution
and could be a signatory to the resolution.
However, in one or two paragraphs, the
issue of the U.S. recent scenario, has been
mentioned, which, if dropped or revised,
the draft could be agreed upon by the

majority of UN member states.”

“Given the efforts that the Islamic

Republic of Iran has made to create an
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atmosphere of friendship, peace, and
stability in the region and to create a
proper atmosphere (in the relations)
between the Islamic Republic of Iran and
Saudi Arabia, it was not expected that
Saudi Arabia and the U.S. put forward
such a proposal. And the alignment of
Saudi Arabia and the U.S. is not good in
the view of the Islamic ummah,” he

added.

Salehi also said, “Saudi politicians are
experienced, and, given our efforts to
bring the two countries closer together,
we hope that the Saudis would carefully
consider their very political action so that
the situation would not be complicated
further. And we do not wish that relations
between Iran and Saudi Arabia would
become more complicated.”

http://www.mehrnews.com/en/newsdeta

il.aspx?NewsID=1461684

Panetta: Strike on Iran could hurt
world economy

By REUTERS

On eve of talks with Barak in Canada, US
defense secretary says US will focus on
diplomatic pressure on Tehran; Panetta

points out that attack on Iran would set
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back nuclear program by 1 or 2 years at

US Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said

he would raise American concerns about
the unintended consequences of any
military action against Iran during talks
with Defense Minister Ehud Barak on
Friday, including its potential impact on

the world economy.

Tension over Iran's nuclear program has
increased since the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) reported last week
that Tehran appeared to have worked on
designing a bomb and may still be

conducting secret research to that end.

Panetta, speaking to reporters traveling
with him to Canada, said the United States
believed the most effective way to
confront Iran still was to use diplomatic
pressure and sanctions to try to curb the

Islamic state's nuclear program.
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"Obviously to go beyond that raises our
concerns about the unintended
consequences that could result," Panetta

said.

He pointed to a US analysis that a strike
on lran would set back its nuclear
program, which lIran says is only for
peaceful purposes, by one or two years at
most. It would also have implications for

US forces in the region.

“And | have to tell you, thirdly, there are
going to be economic consequences to
that, that could impact not just on our
economy but the world economy,"

Panetta said.

"So those things all need to be

considered."

Panetta is due to attend a security forum
in Halifax, Canada, where he will also hold

bilateral talks with Barak on Friday.

“I've made those points before and I'll
discuss them again," Panetta said, asked
about what message he would deliver to

Barak.
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The six powers involved in diplomacy on
Iran - the United States, Russia, China,
France, Britain and Germany - hammered
out a joint resolution in intense
negotiations and submitted it to the 35-
nation board of the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA), a Vienna-based UN
body, which is expected to debate and

vote on it on Friday.

It aims to increase pressure on lIran to
address fears about its atomic ambitions.
But it is not expected to satisfy those in
the West and in Israel, who had hoped
IAEA document would trigger concrete
international action, such as an IAEA
referral of its case to the UN Security
Council

http://www.jpost.com/IranianThreat/New

s/Article.aspx?id=246047

ISRAEL - PALESTINE / iSRAIL -

FiLISTIN

Israil'den insaat malzemelerine izin
israil ordusunun, insaat malzemesi tasiyan
araglarin Gazze'ye girisine izin verdigi

bildirildi.
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KUDUS - Malzemelerin militanlarca
kullanilabilecegi endisesiyle simdiye kadar
valnizca uluslararasi projelerde kullanilan
malzemelerin ithal edilmesine izin veren
israil'in, 6zel miilkiyetli fabrikalarin
onariminda kullanilacak insaat
malzemelerini tasiyan iki kamyona bugiin

giris izni verdigi kaydedildi.

Kamyonlarin  girisi  Filistinli  yetkililer
tarafindan da dogrulanirken, israilli askeri
yetkililer, gelecek giinlerde daha fazla
saylda aracin girisine izin verilecegini
belirtti.

http://www.ntvmsnbc.com/id/25297908/

Israel effectively annexes Palestinian
land near Jordan Valley

Separation barrier route in Kibbutz Merav
area changed leaving 1,500 dunams on
Israeli side; may be first transfer of
Palestinian-owned land to community on
sovereign Israeli territory.

By Akiva Eldar

Israel carried out a de facto annexation of
Palestinian land northeast of the Jordan
Valley and given it to Kibbutz Merav.
Merav, part of the Religious Kibbutz
Movement, is about seven kilometers

northwest of the parcel.
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The route of the separation barrier in the
area was changed so that the plot in

guestion, about 1,500 dunams (375 acres),

would be on the Israeli side.

A tractor working Kibbutz Merav’s fields
between the separation fence and the

Green Line.

Photo by: Alon Ron

Israel has previously built roads on and
given Palestinian land in the West Bank to
Jewish settlements, but this is thought to
be the first instance of Palestinian-owned
land being transferred to a community on

sovereign Israeli territory.

A spokesman for the Coordinator of
Government Activities in the Territories,
Maj. Guy Inbar, confirmed that the
property is in the West Bank and said,
"Kibbutz Merav has been farming this land

for decades."
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The issue of the land's legal status and its
transfer to Merav is clouded in mystery,
and official statements have been
contradictory. All efforts to locate
documents explaining the situation have

failed, Inbar said.

Map of disputed land near Kibbutz Merav.

The kibbutz is in the Emek Mayanot
Regional Council, whose jurisdiction is
entirely within the Green Line. In a
statement, council officials said the land is
beyond its jurisdiction and that the Israel
Lands Administration controls land
allocations to the council's member

communities.

Ofer Amar, a spokesman for the World
Zionist Organization's Jewish settlement
division said the tract is classified as

farmland within the Emek Mayanot

STRATEJIK BILGI YONETIMI
OZGUR DUSUNCE URETIMI

STRATEGIC INFORMATION MANAGEMENT
AND INDEPENDENT THOUGHT PRODUCTION

Regional Council. He said the settlement

division had no authority over the parcel.

Kibbutz Merav's secretary general, David
Yisrael, confirmed the kibbutz has been
farming the land for years, growing field
crops including corn as well as citrus fruit.
He said he had a lease with the ILA for it,

but refused to show it to Haaretz.

An official in the Civil Administration said
Yisrael refused to show the contract to his

agency, too.

ILA spokeswoman Ortal Tzabar said the
ILA had no knowledge of the matter, as it
does not deal with land outside sovereign

Israeli territory.

"There is a straight line from plundering
these 1,500 dunams to Amona, Migron
and Givat Asaf, outposts that were built
years later," said Dror Etkes, director of
Peace Now's Settlements Watch Project,
who detected the annexed land in aerial

photographs.

If the appropriation of the Palestinian
farmers' lands in the Jordan Valley had

happened now, rather than in the 1970s,
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Israeli civil rights groups would have

prevented it, Etkes said.

"This is an example of why it so important
for MK Ofir Akunis and his wacky right-
wing colleagues to conceal and silence
leftist organizations and turn the High
Court of Justice and the media into the

government's puppets,"” Etkes said.

Ashraf Madrasa, from the nearby village of
Bardallah, showed Haaretz an ownership
deed from 1961 for a 36-dunam tract of
the land. He said the Israel Defense Forces
seized the land, declared it a "military
area," drove out the owners and ordered

never to return.

A number of landowners were given
alternative plots belonging to "absentee"
Palestinians who fled during the 1967 Six-
Day War. Sami Rajab, whose family farms
in the area, said that in exchange for
several plots in the area he was evicted
from, his father received a tract that
belonged to his uncle, who emigrated to

Canada.

Recently his cousin came to visit and
demanded his lands back, Rajab related.

"We told him he had to ask the Israeli
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government to give it back to him," Rajab

said.

According to international law Israel is the
custodian of absentee property in the
West Bank and is prohibited from giving it
to settlers, not to mention to communities

within Israel.

In an opinion issued in 1997, the Civil
Administration's legal adviser said: "The
Custodian of Absentee Property in the
West Bank is nothing but a trustee looking
after the property so it is not harmed
while the owners are absent from the area

the custodian may not make any
transaction regarding the asset that
conflicts with the obligation to safeguard
the asset as stated, especially his
obligation to return the asset to the

owner upon his return to the region."

The state comptroller wrote in a 2004
report that thousands of dunams of
privately-owned Palestinian lands were
given to Israeli communities in the Jordan
Valley in the 1960s and 1970s, according
to ILA and Custodian of Absentee Property

documents.
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The ILA continued "these allocations,
defined in the above documents as
apparently illegal, after that as well," he
wrote.

http://www.haaretz.com/print-

edition/news/israel-effectively-annexes-

palestinian-land-near-jordan-valley-

1.396225

'Hamas-Fatah unity would harm
diplomatic process'

By HERB KEINON AND KHALED ABU
TOAMEH
Officials in J'lem warn Abbas can't have

both peace with Israel, reconciliation with

Hamas; PA officials: Deal moving forward.

Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud
Abbas cannot have both peace with Israel
and reconciliation with Hamas, officials in
Jerusalem said on Thursday as Fatah
announced significant progress toward

forming a unity government with Hamas.
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“If Abbas consummates this marriage in a
meeting next week with [Hamas head
Khaled] Mashaal, this is a big problem for
us,” one official said. “We have said
before that Abbas can choose peace with

us or Hamas, but they don’t go together.”

Washington is also sending messages to
Abbas not to sign off on a deal with
Hamas, warning that the PA could once
again face a cutoff of US funds if it did so
without Hamas first recognizing Israel,
forswearing terrorism, and accepting

previous Israeli-Palestinian agreements.

Congress temporarily held up funding to
the PA after Abbas took his statehood bid

to the UN in September.

One Israeli official characterized Abbas’s
behavior over the past few months as
“problematic,” saying that this was seen
by his moves at the UN, his public praise
for the kidnapping of soldier Gilad Schalit,
and his refusal to condemn last month’s
round of missile fire from the Gaza Strip

into Israel.

“If he now consummates all that with a
move forward toward Hamas, it can

seriously harm the peace process,” the
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official said. He stopped short, however,
of saying what concrete actions Israel
would take in response to a Hamas-Fatah

rapprochement.

Meanwhile, senior Fatah official Azzam al-
Ahmed said on Thursday that Fatah and
Hamas were close to reaching agreement
on the identity of the prime minister who
would head a new caretaker government
dominated by independent figures. He
also said the two parties were close to

agreeing on a joint-political platform.

The new government’s main goal would

be to prepare for elections, he added.

The announcement came ahead of a
planned summit in Cairo on November 23

between Abbas and Mashaal.

Last May, Hamas and Fatah announced
that they had reached an agreement to
end their differences and form a
government that would prepare for

presidential and parliamentary elections.

However, Fatah’s insistence on the
nomination of incumbent Salam Fayyad as

head of the unity government prevented
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the implementation of the

Egyptianengineered reconciliation deal.

Hamas says it would never be part of any
government that was headed by Fayyad.
The party blames him for the crackdown
on Hamas in the West Bank and says he
was a figure imposed on the Palestinians

by the US.

But in recent days some Fatah officials
appear to have changed their minds and
are no longer insisting that Fayyad serve
as prime minister of the proposed unity

government.

Earlier this week, Fayyad expressed
readiness to step down to avoid being an
obstacle to the implementation of the

Hamas-Fatah accord.

Ahmed revealed this week that he had
held secret talks in Cairo with top Hamas
official Musa Abu Marzouk to discuss ways
of removing obstacles hindering the
implementation of the reconciliation

agreement.

According to a senior PA official in

Ramallah, Ahmed informed the Hamas
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official that Fatah was no longer insisting

on Fayyad’s candidacy.

Ahmed said that Fatah and Hamas have
made progress toward reaching an
agreement on the political platform of the
new government. He said the platform
calls for the establishment of a Palestinian
state along the pre-1967 lines, launching a
“popular resistance” and continuing
Palestinian political moves in international
forums such as the UN.

http://www.jpost.com/DiplomacyAndPolit

ics/Article.aspx?id=246040

Barak tries damage control after 'Iran
gaffe'

Israeli defence minister walks back from
comments that appeared to empathise

with Tehran's alleged nuclear quest.

Iranian students at a demonstration to
show their support for Iran's nuclear

programme in Isfahan [Reuters]
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Ehud Barak, the Israeli defence minister,
has reassured Israelis about his
government's resolve after he appeared
to empathise with Iran's alleged quest for
nuclear weapons during a US television

interview.

Barak's suggestion that, were he Iranian,
he would "probably" seek the bomb made
headlines in Israel, where the government
feels threatened by the Islamic republic
but has looked to world powers to

intervene with tough diplomacy.

Taking time off from a visit to Canada to
brief Israel's main radio broadcasters,
Barak said on Thursday that his remarks,
which were in English, had been partly

misunderstood.

His attempt at damage control came as
Yukiya Amano, the head of the United
Nations' nuclear watchdog, said he wants
to send a high-level delegation to Iran to
address credible information that Iran had
carried out activities relevant to the

development of a nuclear bomb.

During a Wednesday appearance on the

PBS program Charlie Rose, Barak was
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asked if he would "want a nuclear
weapon" were he a member of Iran's

government.

"Probably, probably. | know, it's not - |
don't delude myself that they are doing it
just because of Israel," he responded.
"They look around, they see the Indians
are nuclear, the Chinese are nuclear,
Pakistan is nuclear ... not to mention the

Russians."
Empathy denied

Questioned about the remarks, Barak
denied empathising with the Iranians and
pointed out that he had also argued that
the government there threatens Middle
East stability and safeguards against the

spread of nuclear weaponry.

"We cannot allow ourselves to be
perceived as the country that sits and
whinges and dreads and says, 'They are
going to do who-knows-what to us,"
Barak told Israel Radio. "We must make
clear that we understand the matter
thoroughly and that this is a challenge to
the whole world, because it threatens the

whole world."
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Barak, speaking to reporters in Hebrew,
said his response on Charlie Rose

amounted to "could be, | don't know".

He gave a similar explanation on Israel's
Army Radio, but one commentator fired
back by reworking the hypothetical
question: "If | were Israeli, | wouldn't want

my defence minister saying such things."

Many in Israel say they fear an lIranian
nuclear strike, while Tehran says its
atomic programme is meant to supply

energy needs.

Israel has long hinted it could launch last-
ditch, preemptive attacks on Iranian

atomic facilities.

'Not very optimistic'

Barak also said, in advance of a meeting of
the UN's International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), that he was "not very
optimistic" about the prospects of strong

new sanctions against Iran.

"I'm not very optimistic, there are
difficulties in mobilising will in the world.
That's why we're working to convince

foreign leaders to impose strong and
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concrete sanctions to stop Iran," he told

public radio.

"Today there is an important meeting of
the International Atomic Energy Agency in
Vienna, and we should not appear to be a
country that whines, that is afraid, but
simply stress that Iran has launched a
challenge to the whole world...and the

world must move," he said.

The IAEA was expected to discuss passing
a new resolution against Iran, after
publishing intelligence last week indicating
covert military dimensions to its uranium

enrichment and other projects.

"Our technical experts have spent years
painstakingly and objectively analysing a
huge quantity of information from a wide
variety of independent sources, including
from a number of member states, from
the agency's own efforts and from
information provided by Iran itself," said
Amano, the watchdog's chief. "The agency
finds the information to be, overall,

credible."

Amano said he hoped Iran would agree to

an inspection date soon.
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But Iran has dismissed the new IAEA
report as meaningless and created in a
hasty way, saying it is not seeking to
create a nuclear programme.

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middlee

ast/2011/11/2011111711051344516.html

4. AFRICA and EGYPT / AFRIKA ve
MISIR

e Sisters' bid for parliament: a real or
cosmetic move?

Noha El-Hennawy

Photographed by other

Like most Muslim Sisters, Fatma Abdel
Hafez grew up within the Muslim
Brotherhood's tightly knit networks. She
was born to a father who spent six years
in Gamal Abdel Nasser’s jails due to his
affiliation with Egypt’'s oldest Islamist
organization. When she decided to marry,
her husband came from the same circles.
Her late father-in-law was a member of

the Brotherhood’s Guidance Bureau.
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For years before the revolution, Abdel
Hafez was involved in promoting political
awareness within the group’s Sisters

division in her hometown of Beni Suef.

“My interest in public affairs developed
spontaneously as | grew up,” Abdel Hafez

says.

Soon Abdel Hafez may find a new platform
to express her passion for politics. She is
one of at least 70 women the Muslim
Brotherhood’s Freedom and Justice Party
(FJP) is fielding as candidates in the
parliamentary elections set to begin on 28

November.
Who are the FIP’s women?

Like many female candidates, Abdel
Hafez’'s professional expertise is mainly in
pedagogy and social work. For 16 years
she has worked at a privately owned
Islamic school in her city and been
involved in the Brotherhood'’s

philanthropic activities.

Aside from holding rallies, Abdel Hafez's
campaign also relies on the internet. Her
Facebook page seeks to demonstrate her

history of civic engagement, featuring

STRATEJIK BILGI YONETIMI
OZGUR DUSUNCE URETIMI

STRATEGIC INFORMATION MANAGEMENT
AND INDEPENDENT THOUGHT PRODUCTION

pictures of her speaking at various
conferences and updates of her local
tours. In all photos, the parliamentary
hopeful, who identifies herself on the
social networking site as a proud Muslim,
appears in a veil that reaches down to her

waist.

If she wins, Abdel Hafez says she will focus
on urgent issues that preoccupy most
Egyptians. “For the time being, there is a
need to fix the security situation and the
economy,” says Abdel Hafez, a first-time

candidate.

Some of her peers are making their
second attempts at a parliamentary bid.
Wafaa Mostafa Mashhour, the daughter
of a former Brotherhood supreme guide,
challenged a candidate from the ruling
National Democratic Party (NDP) in the
2010 parliamentary elections for a seat

allocated to women in Assiut.

“I chalked up a remarkable victory but the
results were rigged at the end,” says the
58-year-old Islamic education pioneer. She
relates the strength of her support base to
her involvement in providing family and
couples counseling for over 15 years in her

hometown.
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A conservative outlook

Not unlike their male counterparts, the
FJP female candidates pledge to focus on
various issues, including addressing the
security vacuum, safeguarding people’s
liberties, improving economic conditions
by restructuring salaries, imposing a
maximum wage and mending the

education system.

On women'’s issues, FJP female candidates
seem to endorse a typical Islamist
conservative agenda, which secularists
believe perpetuates male supremacy. In
an interview with the party’s daily
newspaper Freedom and Justice, Azza al-
Garf, the party’s 46-year-old candidate in
Giza, said that if she wins, she will work
toward reversing “women’s and children’s
laws that were promulgated in the
defunct [Mubarak] epoch and violate

Islamic Sharia and human nature.”

That attitude might hit a nerve with many
liberal feminists who suspect that the
political ascent of Islamists in post-
Mubarak Egypt will translate into
regression in the realm of women's and

children's laws.
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Since Mubarak’s departure, some Islamist
groups have expressed vehement
opposition to laws that give women the
right to divorce their husbands, criminalize
female circumcision, give women the right
to register their children even if the father
is unknown and extend child custody age
to 15. Liberal feminists suspect that
Islamists will reverse these laws if they

dominate parliament.

FIP candidates, mostly professional
women, fully support the right to work,
but with some conditions. “A woman has
the right to go out as long as she does not
violate Sharia commandments in her
clothes and conduct,” says Mashhour,
who says she hopes workplaces will
impose Islamic dress rules — presumably

the veil — on female employees.

Genuine belief or tactical move?

In recent weeks, the FJP electoral
campaign has devoted particular attention

to promoting its female candidates.

At least once a week, the party’s daily
newspaper runs a profile of a female

parliamentary nominee, highlighting her
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background and agenda. If there is one
common theme in all these portraits, it is
the interviewees’ attempts to defuse
allegations that the Brotherhood has no
genuine belief in women’s empowerment
and that female candidates serve as

window dressing for the party.

When asked to respond to claims that the
Brothers are fielding many women out of
necessity, since the new electoral law
mandates that each party include a
woman on its list, Garf called the claim

“untrue.”

“If you look at the FJP female nominees,
you will find that all of them are known for
their social activities in their own areas.
Such activities have been supported by
the group and the party. So how could you
say that they are fielded just for window

dressing purposes?” she said.

But the specific placement of female
candidates on the party’s electoral lists
suggests the party may not be seriously

betting on its female candidates’ success.

The FJP has posted 36 of its 46 lists set to
compete for 332 seats of the parliament’s

lower house. A female candidate appears
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in the top half of only seven lists. For the
Shura Council, FJP female candidates
appear at the bottom half of more than 50

percent of the party’s 30 lists.

On a separate occasion, FJP Secretary
General Mohamed Saad al-Katatny said
that candidates who appear on the
bottom half of lists have little chance to
win in a proportional representation

system.

Female candidates refuse to assign any

significance to their placements.

“We FJP members do not care about our
ranking on the list because we do our job
whether we make it to parliament or not,”
says Abdel Hafez, who is fifth on a list of
eight candidates in her district.

“I have a role to play, whether in
parliament or outside parliament,” she

adds.

Women are believed to constitute nearly
25 percent of Muslim Brotherhood
members. In 2000, the group fielded its
first female candidate for parliament to

prove its departure from its early
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ideology, which prescribed women'’s roles

to looking after their children.

“The Muslim Brotherhood’s position on
women is no different from that of the
rest of the society; it is a traditional and
conservative position,” says Khalil al-
Anani, a political scientist at Durham

University and an expert on the group.

According to a recent study by a local
women’s advocacy group, the electoral
lists of many parties showed a small role
for women, either placing them toward
the bottom of lists or excluding them

completely.

The report shows that FJP policy is not
drastically different from that of, for
example, the well-established liberal Wafd
Party. While women constitute 10 percent
of the FJP-dominated Democratic Alliance
lists, they take up no more than 15.4
percent of the Wafd’s lists, according to

the report.

For Anani, the FJP nomination of dozens
of female candidates remains more “a
symbolic step rather than a reflection of
the group’s belief in the importance of

women’s political roles.”
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The status of women within the
Brotherhood remains “unhealthy and

disturbed,” he said.

Muslim Sisters are still denied the right to
vote in the 83-year-old organization's
internal elections. Membership in the
group’s supreme bodies has remained
restricted to males, and women’s political
roles have been limited to backing men in

different elections by mobilizing voters.

Yet the party’s female candidates refuse
to acknowledge these apparent aspects of
discrimination. “Men and women are
equal inside the group,” says Abdel Hafez.
“Regardless of whether she votes or not
[in internal elections], a woman’s view
reaches [the leadership] and is taken into

consideration.”

Denying women access to senior positions
was more of a protective measure that
aimed at sparing women the police
harassment that key Brotherhood leaders
were subjected to under Mubarak, argues

Hafez.

For Anani, Abdel Hafez belongs to the

conservative middle generation of the
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Brotherhood that voices no discomfort
over the status quo. Younger Sisters have

a more progressive outlook, he adds.

Earlier this year, Al-Masry Al-Youm spoke
to some of the group’s ambitious young
female activists that were heavily involved

in the 18-day uprising.

They said that the status of women within
the organization should be revisited and
that Sisters should no longer be excluded
from the group’s highest leadership

bodies.

It remains to be seen if these young
Sisters will be strong enough to change
the Brotherhood's outlook.

http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node

/515767

Libya’s Muslim Brotherhood holds
their first congress in Benghazi after
25 years
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Libyan Muslim  Brotherhood leader
Suleiman Abdelkader speaks during the
9th  Conference of the  Muslim
Brotherhood in Benghazi. (Reuters)

By AL ARABIYA WITH AGENCIES

BENGHAZI AND TRIPOLI

Libya’s Muslim Brotherhood, repressed
under the regime of fallen strongman
Muammar Qaddafi, has opened its first
public congress inside the country for

almost 25 years.

“This is a historic day for us and for the
Libyan people,” its leader Suleiman
Abdelkader told AFP at the opening late
Thursday of the three-day congress in the

eastern city of Benghazi.

Brotherhood officials said it was their first
public meeting inside Libya in almost
quarter of a century, although it met
underground during Qaddafi’s rule for fear

of reprisals or held their congress abroad.

The meeting of about 700 people was at a
wedding hall in Benghazi, the eastern city

where the revolt against Qaddafi began.

Officials of Libya’s ruling National

Transitional Council, including Islamic
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Affairs Minister Salem el-Sheikli and
Defense  Minister Jalal  al-Degheili,

attended the opening in Benghazi.

The congress was due to elect a leader
and discuss strategy, notably whether to

form a political party, said Abdelkader.

The Brotherhood supports the idea of a
“civil” state but founded on Islamic values,
he said. “This country belongs to all its
people and everybody must participate in

its construction.”

As Libya emerges from a bloody civil war,
many observers believe the next elections
could pit religious political groups against
secular parties, with better-organized
Islamists such as the Brotherhood having a

tactical advantage.

“Rebuilding Libya is not a task for one
group or one party but for everyone,

based on their ability,” Abdelkader said.

His remarks appeared to be an expression
of support for the idea of a technocratic
interim government, which Abdurrahim
al-Keib, the prime minister designate, is

trying to assemble by a Tuesday deadline.
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Abdelkader would not, however, be drawn
on whether the Brotherhood wanted one
of its members to be part of the interim
cabinet, which is due to organize elections

in June to a constituent assembly.

“Maybe some (members) will join based
on their qualifications and ability. But for
this time period we will not join as a

party,” he told Reuters after his speech.

The slickly organized event was heavy in
revolutionary references, with the stage
draped in the new national colors and
speeches given by guest speakers from
Tunisian moderate Islamist party Ennahda

and Syria's banned Muslim Brotherhood.

There was also a general mood of
celebration for a movement that was
founded in 1949 but which organizers said
had not held a public meeting in Libya

until now.

“| feel great. It's freedom. It’s like a dream
for us,” said Abdallah Dahmani, a 65 year-
old university lecturer in chemistry. Many
delegates, like Dahmani, were intellectuals
with advanced degrees and spoke fluent

English.
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Secrecy

Members interviewed by Reuters had
often joined decades ago and had either
lived abroad or were forced to keep their
membership secret for fear of arrest,

torture and imprisonment.

After so many years of secrecy, they said
they were eager to show the Libyan public
that there was nothing sinister about their
group— an offshoot of Egypt’'s Muslim
Brotherhood, that country's most popular

and organized political force.

“There’s nothing secret. We're not
planning to destroy the country,” said
Abdou Majid Saleh Musbah, 56, an
engineer from Tripoli who joined the

movement in 1979.

Meanwhile, Abdelkarim Belhaj, the former
jihadist who heads the military council in
the Libyan capital, said on Thursday that a
deal had been reached with the ruling
National Transitional Council for former
civilian rebels to sit in the country’s new

cabinet.

"We have reached an agreement that

candidates from the thwar (civilian rebels)
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will  receive certain very specific
portfolios," Belhaj said at the start of a

military parade, without elaborating.

“We hope that these promises will be
kept,” added the man, whom Libyan
media have suggested is among the
leading candidates for the defense
ministry.

http://english.alarabiya.net/articles/2011/

11/18/177829.html

Egyptians back in Tahrir against
army’s ‘supra-constitutional’ plans

Thousands of Egyptians massed in Cairo’s
Tahrir Square for a “million man” march
on Friday against the ruling military
council. (Al Arabiya)

By AL ARABIYA WITH AGENCIES

CAIRO

Thousands of Egyptians were massing in
Cairo’s Tahrir Square early on Friday for a
mass rally against the military rulers’

proposed “supra-constitutional principles”
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that seek to shield the army from public

scrutiny.

Liberal and Islamist group, including the
powerful Muslim Brotherhood movement,
announced they would hold the rally after
the government went ahead with its plan
to draft overarching constitutional

principles.

Tents were pitched and sound stages set
up as protesters returned to Tahrir square,
the epicenter of an uprising that ousted
President Hosni Mubarak from office in
February, in what they said was an
attempt to put “the revolution back on

track.”

“There will be a big revolution tomorrow,”
said a protester demanding rights for
Egyptians killed and wounded in the

revolution.

The government’s draft drew fire from
most quarters for including clauses that
removed the ruling military’s budget from
parliamentary oversight and allowed the

military final say on military-related laws.

The government revised the draft, but the

Islamists, who organized a mass protest in
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July against such a charter, have rejected
the very idea of a document that would
limit parliament’s authority to draft the

constitution.

“The protest on Friday is to reclaim power
from the army and oppose Silmi’s
document,” said Mohamed Fathi from the
youth group the Front to Protect the

Revolution.

Salafi parties and movements, who follow
orthodox Islamic teachings, were the
earliest to galvanize support for the Friday
protest, with the Muslim Brotherhood and

a number of liberal parties following suit.

“Our demands are the revolution’s
demands ... our sit-in is open until we

leave,” said protester Abdulla Ibrahim.

Any extended protest by demonstrators
camping in Tahrir square could potentially
destabilize preparations for a

parliamentary vote due on Nov. 28.

Political groups have demanded the
military council announce a clear
timetable for handing power over to an

elected civilian government with a
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deadline for presidential elections no later
than April 2012.

http://english.alarabiya.net/articles/2011/

11/18/177807.html

JORDAN and LEBANON / URDUN

Lebanon's Arabic press digest -
Nov.18, 2011

The Daily Star

Following are summaries of some of the
main stories in a selection of Lebanese
newspapers Friday. The Daily Star cannot

vouch for the accuracy of these reports.

Al-Mustagbal

Hezbollah disturbed by Ban’s report on
1701 ... military urged to ‘distance itself

from wrong calculations’

Mikati wants ... doesn’t want to resign

over [STL] funding

Hezbollah issued a statement Thursday in
response to the new report of U.N.
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon on
resolution 1701, saying it contained
“fallacies and appeared to be disturbed
and tense because the Lebanese people

chose to strengthen their position in the
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face of the Zionist occupation and its

ongoing aggression.”

Prime Minister Najib Mikati denied as
“untrue” remarks quoted by MP Robert
Ghanem regarding his resignation in the
event the government failed to fund the

Special Tribunal for Lebanon.

Meanwhile, Lebanese Army Commander
Gen. Jean Kahwagi urged troops to “be on
full alert to face the difficulties and
dangers of tomorrow and distance
yourselves from wrong calculations

promoted by some from here or there.”
Kahwagi stressed the need to “preserve
unity and independence as well as
protecting all Lebanese of different
affiliations."

As-Safir

‘Wage war’ to be resolved before end of

November

"PSP outside government flock

At the internal political scene, Public

Works Minister Ghazi Aridi accused the
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Cabinet Thursday of withholding funds for

his ministry’s projects.

As a result of the dispute, Aridi announced
he was boycotting Cabinet meetings until
funds for his ministry have been secured.
He also held the government and Finance
Minister Mohammad Safadi, without
naming the latter, responsible for

“underestimating public concerns.”

The Progressive Socialist Party also flew
outside the government flock when Social
Affairs Minister Wael Abu Faour criticized
Lebanon’s vote on Syria at the Arab
League, saying that "the government is
embarrassed and bewildered by

Lebanon’s position at the Arab League."

Meanwhile, the issue of amending salary
increases was back to the forefront and
expected to be resolved before the end of
November. Meetings of a committee
tasked with discussing the cost of living
index will gain momentum Monday with
the arrival of Labor Minister Charbel
Nahhas from Geneva. A final agreement is
expected to be reached that will put an
end to proposals and counter proposals

regarding a pay raise.
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Al-Joumhouria

Positively or negatively, STL funding to be

resolved before the holidays

Sources close to Prime Minister Najib
Mikati stressed that the security situation

in Lebanon is under control.

Al-Joumhouria has learned that Mikati
informed foreign ambassadors he recently
met of his intentions to solve the issue of
funding for the STL during the same
session that government convenes to

discuss the 2012 state budget.

Sources following up on the issue of STL
funding told Al-Joumhouria that contrary
to what some believe, the matter is even
more important than the renewal of the
tribunal’s protocol between Lebanon and
the United Nation since it is directly linked

to U.N. chief Ban Ki-moon.

According to the protocol agreement,
Lebanon has no say on the issue of
renewal while paying Lebanon’s share of
the court’s budget is directly linked to the
government — whether it approves it or

not.
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Al-Liwaa

Troubling diplomatic questions await

Lebanon answers

Sources close to Prime Minister Najib
Mikati were resolute on the issue of
funding for the STL, saying the decision to
finance the tribunal rules out discussions
concerning the resignation of the

government.

More importantly are the troubling
questions raised by ambassadors and
consuls during talks with Mikati and other
officials in the government and

Parliament.

These questions go beyond the issue of
the STL and its funding but to the security
situation in Lebanon as Syria stands on the
edge of a civil war. Of course, these
questions will remain unanswered.

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Politic

s/2011/Nov-18/154484-lebanons-arabic-

press-digest---nov18-

2011.ashx#taxzzle2pYLy5M
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6. SYRIA / SURIYE

'Suriye'ye Bati degil Tiirkiye miidahale
etsin’

Suriye Misliman Kardesler Orgiitii Genel
Baskani Riyad Sukfa, Suriye've dis
miidahale bir zorunluluk haline gelirse,
Suriye halki, Bati'dan degil, Tirkiye'den
gelecek bir midahaleyi kabul edecektir"

dedi.

ISTANBUL - Riyad Siikfa, Tirkiye ve

Urdiin'e, Suriyeli miiltecilere  kucak
actiklar icin oOzellikle tesekklr ettigini
belirterek milteciler konusunda ayni
tutumu Lidbnan'dan da beklediklerini, bu
Ulkeye Suriyeli miultecilere yabanci gibi

davranmayi birakmasi ¢agrisinda bulundu.

'SURIYE’DEKi KAYIPLARA SESSIZ KALINDI'

Sukfa, Suriye'de buglin yasanan olaylarin
yeni olmadigini, Esad ailesi yonetiminin bu
uygulamalart  yillardir  strdirdGging,
1980'lerdeki Halep, Hama katliamlarinin

buna ornek teskil ettigini soyledi.
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Diinya kamuoyunun Suriye'deki olaylara
gosterdigi  tepkiyi yeterli bulmadigini
belirten Sukfa, Libya lideri Kaddafi'nin
oldirulmesiyle ayaga kalkan cevrelerin,
Suriye'de binlerce insan oldurdlirken

sessiz kaldigini belirtti.

'TURKIYE BOLGE ICIN  DEMOKRASI
ANLAMINA GELIYOR'

Kendilerinin ve bltln Suriye halkinin, Tlrk
Konsolosluguna ve bayragina yapilan
saldirilart  kinadigini  séyleyen  Siikfa,
Tirkiye'nin  bolgeleri icin demokrasiyi

temsil ettiginin altini gizdi.

Suriye'de muhalefetin, bitin kesimleri bir
araya getirdigini ifade eden Siikfa,
Ozgurlik, adalet ve esitlik zemininde
tamamen sivil bir hikimet kurulmasini
amacladiklarini vurguladi. Sukfa,
Musliiman Kardesler Orgiiti'niin Suriye’de
Ozglrliklerden vyana  oldugunu da

vurguladi.

PARAMILITER GUCLERE 30 BIN TAKIM
ELBISE

Esad rejiminin ozgurliklere hicbir zaman
izin vermeyecegini, ¢iinkl bunun o rejimin
sonu anlamina gelecegini kaydeden Siikfa,

Esad'in Arap Birligi kararlarina uyacagini

STRATEJIK BILGI YONETIMI
OZGUR DUSUNCE URETIMI

STRATEGIC INFORMATION MANAGEMENT
AND INDEPENDENT THOUGHT PRODUCTION

soyleyip uymamasinin da bunu

gosterdigini soyledi.

Esad rejiminin gectigimiz glinlerde 30 bin
mavi takim elbise siparis ettigini bildiren
Sikfa, mavi takim elbiselerin rejimin
paramiliter glicii olan Sebiha Kuvvetleri
icin ismarlandigini, Glkede basta
konsolosluklara yapilanlar olmak Uzere,
bircok saldirinin  failinin de Sebiha

Kuvvetleri oldugunu iddia etti.

Riyad Sikfa, Suriye'de her gecen gilin daha
¢ok kan aktigini, rejimin artik, halkin
kendisini istemedigini anlayip iktidari

halka devretmesi gerektigini sdyledi.

COK SESLi, DEMOKRATIK VE SiviL
HUOKUMET

Suriye Misliiman Kardegler Orgiiti Siyasi
Biiro Sefi ve Suriye Ulusal Konseyi icra
Kurulu tyesi Muhammed Faruk Tayfur da
yaptigl konusmada, amaclarinin, Suriye'de
demokratik, acik ve insan haklarina saygil

bir diizen kurulmasi oldugunu vurguladi.

Tayfur, Suriye'de vyasananlar, 'devrim"
olarak niteledigi konusmasinda, dis destek
iddialarini reddetti ve hareketin tamamen
ulusal oldugunun altini ¢izdi. Tayfur,

rejime karsi verilen micadelede butiin
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etnik unsurlarin, dinlerin ve mezheplerin

yer aldigini soyledi.

Tayfur, Suriye'de cok sesli, demokratik ve
sivil bir dizeni hedeflediklerini ve
Tirkiye'yi 6rnek aldiklarini agikladi. "'Suriye
halki Bati'dan degil, Turkiye'den gelecek
dis miidahaleyi Kabul eder"

SURIYE LIiBYA iLE KARISTIRILMAMALI

Tayfur,Suriye'nin, Libya'yla
karistirilmamasi gerektigini, iki Glkenin
durumlarinin farkh oldugunu, herhangi bir
dis miidahalelerin Glkelerin altyapisini yok
ettigini, bu nedenle dis midahale
taleplerinin olmadigini  kaydetti. Faruk,
ancak hi¢ temenni etmemelerine ragmen,
bir dis midahale olmasi durumunda da
bunun sorumlulugunun kendi halkini

oldlren rejime ait olacagini soyledi.

TURKIYE’'DEN GELECEK MUDAHALE KABUL
EDILIR

Ayni soruya yanit veren Riyad Sikfa ise dis
mudahalenin bir zorunlulukhaline gelmesi
durumunda, Suriye halkinin, Bati'dan
degil, Turkiye'den gelecek bir miidahaleyi

kabul edebilecegini soyledi.

Suriye'de rejim glgleriyle silahli ¢atismaya

giren Suriye Ozgiir Ordusuyla ilgili
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degerlendirmelerinin  sorulmasi Uzerine
Riya Sukfa, Ulkedeki devrimin, temelde
bariscil  oldugunun altini ¢izdi, ancak
ordunun sivil halka mudahalesine itiraz
ederek, ordudan ayrilan askerlerin rejimle
silahli catismaya girdiklerini dogruladi.
Sikfa, bu glclerin, rejime ait istihbarat

merkezine saldirdiklarini da kabul etti.

TURKIYE TECRUBESI ORNEGIMIZ

Esad rejiminin devrilmesi halinde Ulkede
kurulacak yonetimin, dine dayali olup
olmayacaginin sorulmasi Uzerine Stkfa,
yeni dizende, dine referans veren
dizenlemelerin yer alabilecegini, ancak
temelde herkesi kucaklayan adalet,
Ozglrlik ve esitlik ilkelerine gore bir
yonetim hedeflediklerini soyledi. Sukfa,
Tirkiye tecrubesinin bitlin Suriye halkinin

begenisini kazandigini sdyledi.

IRAN VE ISRAL ESAD REJIMINE DESTEK
VERIYOR

iran'in  Suriye'de  yasanan olaylara
mudahalesinin olup olmadig seklindeki
soru Uzerine Tayfur "iran, Hizbullah ve
Irak'tan bazi unsurlar, maalesef Suriye'deki
zalim rejimi destekliyor. iran, Suriye
rejimine teknik ve insan destegi saglyor.

Hizbullah da oyle" dedi.
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Ayni soruya yanit veren Siikfa ise "iran ile
ABD'nin iliskisi iki yonlidir. iki Glke basin
oniinde diisman gibidirler, ama Afganistan
ve Irak'in isgali sirecinde gordik ki aslinda
masa altinda is birligi de yapmaktadirlar"

seklinde konustu.

Tayfur, Besar Esad'in isadami dayisi Rami
Makluf'un "israil'in givenligi, Suriye'nin
givenliginden gecer" seklinde bir agiklama
yaptigini hatirlatarak, israil'in de
Suriye'deki  devrimde aslinda  Esad

rejiminden yana oldugunu soyledi.

DEVRIM DIS DESTEKLi DEGIL

Suriye'de rejime karsi ayaklanan glglerin,
dis destek aldiklan yonindeki
spekilasyonlar ile ilgili olarak da
Muhammed  Faruk  Tayfur, "Suriye,
jeopolitik konumu dolayisiyla uzun yillardir
bir catisma alani olmustur. Ancak,
devrimin dis destekli oldugu dogru
degildir. Burada 40 yil iktidarda kalan

zalim bir aileden s6z ediyoruz.

Basin, Suriye'de sadece buz daginin ucunu
gosteriyor. 4 bin 6liden s6z ediliyor. Halbu
ki 610 sayisi, 10 binden fazladir. 15 binden
fazla insan kayiptir. Suriye'de 100 bin
siyasi tutuklu vardir. insanlarin, ABD'den

veya baska bir yerden para alarak canlarini
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ortaya koyduklarini ileri stirmek sagmadir,

dogru degildir" dedi.

KURTLERE DE SOSYAL HAKLAR VERILECEK
Suriye'de  Esad sonrasinda  kurmayi
hedefledikleri yeni yonetimin, Ulkedeki
PKK unsurlarini  Tirkiye'ye iade edip
etmeyeceginin sorulmasi Uzerine Tayfur,
amagclarinin, demokratik ve disa acik bir
Suriye kurmak oldugunu, Turk Disisleri
Bakani Ahmet Davutoglu'nun tabiriyle,
"sifir problemli bir Suriye" hedeflediklerini
soyledi. Tayfur, "Aramizi bozmaya donuk

faaliyetlere izin vermeyecegiz" dedi.

Tayfur, Suriye'de Kdirtler'in de varligina
dikkati cekerken, "Biz ybnetime
geldigimizde, Kirtler'e, Suriye'nin birligi
icin sosyal ve kilturel haklarini verecek bir
acllima gidecegiz" dedi.

http://www.ntvmsnbc.com/id/25298180/

Arap Birligi'nden Esad'a 3 giin siire

Agiklamada, "yolun sonuna gelinmek

Uzere" ifadesi kullanildi.
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SAM - Fas'ta biraraya gelen Arap Birligi
disisleri bakanlari, Bessar Esad yonetimine
akan kanin durdurulmasi icin 3 giin sire

tanidi.

Donem baskani Katar Basbakani ve
Disisleri Bakani Hamad bin Casim, Sam
yonetiminin onay vermesi durumunda
birligin Glkeye 3 glin icinde go6zlemci

gondermeye hazir oldugunu da séyledi.

Bu konudaki teklifin Suriye'ye iletilecegini
duyuran Casim, talebe onay verilmesini

istedi.

Katar Disisleri Bakani, Arap Birligi'nin
Suriye'ye yonelik diplomatik ¢abalarinda
"yolun sonuna gelinmek (zere oldugu"
degerlendirmesinde  de  bulunurken,
Suriye'ye ilk basta 30 ila 50 gozlemcinin
gonderilecegi ve baska  Misliman
istenebilecegi

Ulkelerden yardim

kaydediliyor.

Bu arada, Birlik'e tye Ulkelerin ekonomi
bakanlarindan Suriye'ye uygulanacak olasi
ekonomik vyaptirimlarla ilgili bir taslak
hazirlamalari ve bir sonraki toplantinda

konuyla ilgili dnerilerini sunmalari istendi.

UYELIGI ASKIYA ALINDI
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Ote yandan, Suriye'nin gecen cumartesi
Arap Birligi'nin Kahire'deki genel
merkezinde Uyeliginin askiya alinmasi
karari buglnki toplantida teyit edildi.
Arap Birligi'nin bu kararinin, sasirtici
sekilde sert ve alisiimadik bir hareket

oldugu yorumlari yapiliyor.

FAS'A DA SALDIRILDI!

Bu arada Arap Birligi'nin toplandig
Sam'daki Fas Buyukelciligi'ne saldirdigi
bildirildi. Fas'in Sam Blyukelgisi
Muhammed Hassasi, gostericilerin
blyiikelciligin 6ninde gosteri yaptiktan
sonra binaya tas ve yumurta firlattigini

belirtti.

100-150 gostericinin  binanin  dnlindeki
bayragi indirdiklerini sdyleyen Biylkelgi,

Fas'in bu saldiriyi kinadigini ifade etti.

Bu arada, bir grup rejim yanlisinin 6gleden
sonra  Suudi  Arabistan ve Katar
blyukelgiliklerinin oninde gosteri
dizenledigi, grubun daha sonra Birlesik
Arap Emirlikleri Buyikelciligi'ne saldirdigi
bildirildi.

BUYUKELCILIK KONUTA TASINDI
Ote yandan, Tiirkiye'nin Sam Buyiikelciligi

personeli, buyilkelcilik konutuna tasindi.
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Artik calisma ofisi olarak haftasonu
saldirlya ugrayan blykelcilik binasi degil
blyukelcinin konutu kullanilacak.
Diplomatik kaynaklar glivenlik gerekgesiyle
boyle bir kararin alindigini belirtti.

http://www.ntvmsnbc.com/id/25297865/

Fransa $am biiyikelgisini geri ¢agirdi
Fransa, Suriye'de Esad yonetiminin
gostericilere yonelik siddet kullanmaya
devam etmesi Uzerine Sam'daki

blylkelcisini geri cagirdi.

Fransa Disisleri Bakani Alain Juppe,
mecliste yaptigi konusmada, Suriye'deki
yeni siddet eylemleri nedeniyle Fransa'nin
Suriye'nin Halep ve Lazkiye kentlerindeki
konsolosluklari ile kiltir merkezlerinin
kapatilmasina, Fransa'nin Sam
Blyukelginin Paris'e ¢agrilmasina karar

verildigini belirtti.

Sam’daki rejimi otistik olarak tanimlayan
ve Esad yonetiminin  g¢evresindeki
¢emberin daraldigini 6ne sliren Juppe,
Suriye halkina miicadelelerinde destek

olmaya devam edeceklerini ifade etti.

FRANSIZ ELCILIGINE DE SALDIRILMISTI
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Gegtigimiz hafta Arap Birligi'nin Suriye'nin
Uyeligini askiya almasi sonrasinda Sam ve
diger kentlerde Tirkiye, Fransa ve S.
Arabistan elgiliklerine saldiri
dizenlenmisti. Olaylarda bu (Ulkelerin
bayraklari da yakilmisti.

http://www.ntvmsnbc.com/id/25297829/

'Suriye'de siddetin bedeli
yalnizlagmadir'

Fas'ta Tirk-Arap isbirligi Forumu'nda
konusan Disisleri Bakani Ahmet Davutoglu,
Suriye Devlet Baskani Bessar Esad'in
muhaliflere siddet uygulamasinin
maliyetinin Arap diinyasinda yalnizlasmasi

oldugunu soyledi.

Tirk-Arap  isbirligi  Forumu  Disisleri
Bakanlari  dordinci toplantisi  Fas'in

baskenti Rabat'ta basladi.

Toplantida Tirkiye'yi temsil eden Disisleri
Bakani Ahmet Davutoglu, Esad rejiminin
verdigi sO0zii  yerine  getirmeyerek,
muhaliflere karsi siddet kullanmaya devam
ettigini soyledi. Davutoglu, "Suriye rejimi
siddet uygulamanin  bedelini  Arap
diinyasinda yalnizlasarak 6diyor" seklinde

konustu.
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Disisleri Bakani Davutoglu, Esad rejiminin,
Arap Birligi'yle 2 Kasim'da (zerinde
mutabik kaldigi  anlasmanin sartlarini
yerine getirmedigini de hatirlatarak, "Son

sansint iyi kullanamadigini" yineledi.

'CAN KAYIPLARINDAN KAYGILIYIZ'

Gegctigimiz mart ayindan bu yana devam
eden halk hareketlerinde can kayiplarinin
endise verici boyutlara ulastig Suriye'deki
gelismeler karsisinda Arap  Birligi'nin
kararlilikla harekete ge¢mis olmasinin
memnuniyet verici oldugunu belirten
Davutoglu, "Ancak, Arap Birligi'nin tim iyi
niyetiyle 2 Kasim gln{ Suriye Yonetimi ile
vardigi  mutabakata  karsin  Suriye
Yonetimi'nin  bu mutabakat uyarinca
Ustlendigi taahhutleri yerine getirmemesi
ve bu llkedeki can kayiplarinin siirmesi,
bizi ¢ok ciddi sekilde kaygilandirmaktadir.
Esasen Suriye Yonetimi, bize de Agustos
ayinda benzer taahhitlerde bulunmus,
ancak bu taahhitleri yerine getirmemistir
ve can kayiplari devam etmistir" seklinde

konustu.

'ESAD YALNIZLIGA MAHKUM EDILDI'

Arap Birligi'nin 12 Kasim glni Suriye
hakkinda almis oldugu kararin, bu tlkedeki
durumun vahametini ortaya koyan,

zamanh ve sagduyulu bir adim oldugunu
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soyleyen Davutoglu, "Suriye Yonetimi'nin
Arap Birligi'ne verdigi taahhutleri yerine
getirmemesinin maliyeti, Arap Ddlnyasi
icinde de vyalnizhiga mahkum edilmis

olmasidir" dedi.

SURIYE TOPLANTIYA KATILMIYOR

Yarim glinlik  toplanti, yapilacak
oturumlarin  ardindan  buglin  6gle
saatlerinde dizenlenecek basin

toplantisiyla sona erecek.

Toplantiya son gelismelerden 6tird Suriye
katiimiyor. Dolayisiyla Suriye'nin

toplantidaki koltugu bos kaldi.

TURK-ARAP iSBIRLIGI TOPLANTISI 2007'DE
BASLAMISTI

Tirkiye ile Arap Birligi arasinda 2007
yllinda imzalanan cergeve anlasmasi ile
hayata gecirilen  Tirk-Arap  isbirligi
Forumu, Tirkiye ile Arap ulkeleri
arasindaki iliskileri ¢ok cesitli alanlarda
gelistirmeyi amacliyor. Forumun bakanlar
dizeyindeki ilk toplantisi 2008 vyilinda
istanbul'da, ikincisi 2009 yilinin Arahk
ayinda Sam'da, lglncist ise 2010'da yine

istanbul'da diizenlenmisti.

ORTAK BILDIRI YAYINLANACAK
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Rabat toplantisinda 2012-2015 doénemi
icin iliskilerin  gelistiriimesine  yonelik
olarak yeni stratejiler belirlenmesi, bu
cercevede toplanti sonunda bir eylem
plani  ve ortak bildiri agiklanmasi
bekleniyor.

http://www.ntvmsnbc.com/id/25297784/

Uluslararasi Heyet Hama’yi Ziyaret
Etti

HAMA - Cin Halk Cumhuriyeti, Rusya,
ispanya, Almanya ve Kiiba’dan gelen 5
heyet bugin, silahli terér gruplarinin hain
eylemleri sonucu kentte zarar goéren

kamusal ve 6zel binalari ziyaret etti.

Subay Orduevi ve Adalet Sarayi ile birlikte
heyet (yeleri, kiskirtici medya kanallarinin
“ordu tarafindan bombardimana tabi
tutuldugu ve vyikildigl” iddiasina maruz
kalan bazi 6zel hastaneleri ziyaret ederek,
iddialarin aksine hastanelerin hala ayakta
ve herhangi bir zarara maruz kalmamis

oldugunu gordu.

Heyet, adalet sarayinda Bassavci ismail
Serife de ile bir araya geldi. Gériismede
Bassavcl Serife, kantin hala birtakim
bolgelerde  silahli  eylemlere  tanik
oldugunu dile getirerek, silahli gruplarin

eylemlerinin kiskirtma ve fitne kanallarinin
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yayinlarina paralel olarak

gerceklestirdigine dikkat ¢ekti.

Kiskirtma kanallarinin  provokasyonuyla
asayisi koruma gliclerine ve askerlere
saldirilar  dlzenlendigine isaret eden
Bassavcl ismail, ayni zamanda masum
vatandaslarin  kacirildigini ve  devlet
memurlarinin gorevlerine gitmemesi icin
tehdit edildigini, bu yolla silahli gruplarin
kaos yaratma cabasi icinde olduklarini

ifade etti.

istikrarin saglanmasi icin asayisi koruma
glgclerinin elinden gelen ¢abayi sarf ettigini
dile getiren Bassavci, silahli  teror
gruplarinin kentteki eylemleri esnasinda,
asalet sarayindan vatandaslara ait 1 Milyar
SL degerinde para ve emanet caldiklarini

belirtti.

Hirsizlik ve sabotaj eylemine maruz kalan
adalet sarayinin bazi bolimlerinde heyete
eslik eden Bassavci, slratle vydrdatilen
onarim ve tamirat islerine isaret ederek,
vatandaslarin davalarinin en kisa slrede
¢Ozlilmesi icin alinmakta olan icraatlar

konusunda bilgi verdi.
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Bassavcl Ismail, heyetten tanik olduklari
hakikatleri  (lkelerindeki  kamuoyuna

aktarmalari ¢agrisinda bulundu.

Cinli heyetin temsilcisi yaptigi aciklamada
Gin  halkinin  Suriye’deki  gelismeleri
endiseyle izledigini dile getirerek, heyetin
Suriye'ye, ozellikle Hama’ya
gerceklestirdigi ziyaretin sahtecilik veya
yalan olmadan  gercgekleri  yerinde

inceleme amaci tasidigini kaydetti.

Kentin maruz kaldigi eylemleri Suriye
Televizyonu’'ndan takip ettiklerine isaret
eden heyet temsilcisi, gozleriyle
gordiklerini izledikleri diger kanallarla
karsilastirdiklarinda, olaylarin nasil
gercekdisi ve abartilacak  sekilde

nakledildigini idrak ettiklerini vurguladi.

Diger taraftan Kubali heyetin temsilcisi de,
“Kiba’da elimizde tamamiyla farkli bir
izlenim s6z konusu idi. Hikiimete bagl
bircok binanin nasil yakilip harabeye
dondstirildtglini burada, yerinde
inceledikten sonra elimizde uluslar arasi
medyanin naklettiginden tamamen farkl
bir gergegin s6z konusu oldugunu gordiik”

seklinde konustu.
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Heyet lyeleri daha sonra Hama Valisi Enes
el-Naim ile bir araya geldi. Hama Valisi
heyet Uyelerine kentin tanik oldugu
olaylarin igylzini gozler Oniine seren
goruntulerin yer aldigi CD’lerin yani sira
Hama'yr tarihi ve turistik olarak tanitan
brosirler verdi.

http://sana.sy/tur/339/2011/11/17/38236

9.htm

International pressure mounts on
Syria

Arab and European countries circulate UN
resolution condemning rights violations,

as many more killed in violence.

Russia's FM Lavrov has described the

violence in Syria as "quite similar to a true

civil war" [Reuters]

Diplomatic pressure on the Syrian
government has escalated as a UN
resolution that would condemn the

country’s human rights violations has
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received support from several Arab

nations.

In a growing sign of regional opposition to
President Bashar al-Assad’s crackdown on
democracy protests, a draft resolution
circulated by European countries to the
General Assembly's  human  rights
committee on Thursday was backed by

Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Jordan, and Morocco.

The European and arab co-sponsors
decided to press for the resolution after
the 22-member Arab League suspended
Damascus on Wednesday over the
crackdown and threatened economic
sanctions if the government continued to
violate an Arab-brokered peace plan. It
gave Assad's government three days to
halt the violence, which the UN estimates
has killed more than 3,500 people, and

accept an observer mission.

At least 22 people, including 18 civilians
and four defected soldiers, were killed on
Thursday, bringing the two-day toll to 49

dead, Syrian activists said.

Mark Lyall Grant, the British ambassador
to the UN, said the draft resolution was

the result of close consultations with the
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Arab League, and he urged the human
rights committee to show "that the UN
will not allow atrocities in Syria to go

unchallenged."

If the resolution is approved by the human
rights committee, it is virtually certain to
be adopted by the 193-member General
Assembly. While resolutions approved by
the assembly are not legally binding, they

do reflect world opinion.

"True civil war"

Amid reports of violence on Thursday,
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov
told reporters that the West and the Arab
League should not just single out
President Assad over the violence, but

also urge restraint from the opposition.

"Today | saw a television report about
some new so-called rebel Free Syrian
Army organising an attack on the
government building, on the building
belonging to Syria's armed forces," he told

reporters.

"This was quite similar to a true civil war."
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Russia and China last month vetoed a
council resolution condemning the deadly
crackdown on the eight-month-old
uprising which the UN says has caused at

least 3,500 deaths.

Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan criticised the international
community on Thursday for remaining
indifferent to the events in Syria because

the country is not rich in oil.

"The silence and indifference of those who
spoke out against Libya to the massacres
in Syria create irreparable wounds on the
human conscience," Erdogan said at an
international energy conference in

Istanbul.

Erdogan's comments came just after the
leader of Syria's exiled Muslim
Brotherhood said that his compatriots
would accept Turkish "intervention" in the
country to resolve months of bloody

unrest.

"The Syrian people would accept
intervention coming from Turkey, rather
than from the West, if its goal was to

protect the people,” Mohammad Riad
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Shakfa, Syria's Muslim Brotherhood
leader, said in Istanbul.

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middlee

ast/2011/11/2011111713626658954.html

ARABIAN PENINSULA AND THE

GULF OF BASRA / ARAP
YARIMADASI VE BASRA KORFEZi

Kuwait's ruler orders 'stricter' security
Sheikh Sabah denounces protests as a
threat to "security and stability" after brief

storming of parliament chamber.

Protesters entered the parliament

chamber on Wednesday, to protest
against alleged high-level corruption
[Reuters]

Kuwait's ruler has ordered authorities to
tighten security measures in the Gulf Arab
state and conduct possible arrests after
parliament was stormed by anti-
government protesters angered by high-

level corruption allegations.
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The steps by the emir, Sheikh Sabah al-
Ahmed Al Sabah, underscore the
deepening political tensions in the oil-

producing country.

The rifts in oil-rich Kuwait began before
the Arab Spring protests, but opposition
factions could be further emboldened by
the push for political changes around the

region.

Tension has been building over the past
three months after it was alleged that
about 16 MPs in the 50-member
parliament received about $350m in

bribes.

Critics of Kuwait's ruling family claim it
turns a blind eye to allegations of
widespread corruption and uses security

forces to crush dissenting voices.

Dozens of protesters jumped over police
barricades on Wednesday and briefly

entered the parliament chamber.

This happened amid attempts by
opposition politicians to bring the prime
minister, Sheikh Nasser Mohammad al-
Ahmad Al Sabah, 71, a senior member of

the ruling family, for questioning over
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claims that government officials
transferred state funds to accounts

outside the country.

Kuwait's important affairs are run by the
ruling family, but it has one of the region's

most politically active parliaments.

'Chaotic behaviour'

Commenting  after an emergency
government meeting on Thursday, Ali
Fahad al-Rashid, a government
spokesman, quoted Sheikh Sabah as
denouncing the parliament protest as
threatening the country's "security and
stability" and calling for "stricter measures

to confront this chaotic behaviour".

Al-Rashid said the interior ministry and
other security forces were ordered to take
"all necessary measures to combat any
actions that might beset the country's

security".

The steps could include legal action
against the protesters who entered
parliament and possible crackdowns on
opposition media for "any instigation",
according to the official Kuwait News

Agency.
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The interior ministry said five members of
the security services were injured during
the scuffles in parliament. The ministry did
not elaborate, and there was no word on
whether protesters were injured or

detained.

In Washington, Mark Toner, the state
department spokesman, praised Kuwait
for its ‘"political freedom and co-

operation".

He said it has "a vibrant civil society and
an open press environment. So, we would
just ask that any peaceful protests be

respected".

The protesters had marched to Sheikh
Nasser's home to demand his resignation,
an opposition MP said, but police used

batons to prevent them.

"Now, we have entered the house of the
people," Mussallam al-Barrak, who led the
protest along with several other politicians

and youth activists, said.

They were also calling for the dissolution
of parliament over alleged

corruption.Some activists said they will
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continue to camp outside parliament until

Sheikh Nasser is sacked.

The opposition has been leading a
campaign to remove him, accusing him of
failing to run the wealthy nation and fight
corruption, which has become

widespread.

Fahad al-Khanna, a former member of
parliament, told Al Jazeera: "We have
already been out in the streets protesting
peacefully, we will not abandon our
country to a bunch of corrupt thieves, we
are urgently calling for an early

parliamentary election in the country."

Kuwait is a longtime Western ally, which
could host thousands more US forces
under a Pentagon-drafted plan to boost
troop strength in the Gulf after the US
withdraws from lIraq.

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middlee

ast/2011/11/2011111834322467668.html

'Al-Qaeda-linked’ fighters killed in
Yemen

An lIranian, Pakistani and two Somalis
among fighters killed in Zinjibar during

shelling by army, security official says.
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Security has collapsed across much of

Yemen as a result of the uprising against

President Ali Abdullah Saleh [EPA]

Yemeni troops have killed seven al-Qaeda-
linked fighters including an Iranian, a
Pakistani and two Somali nationals, in the
latest fighting in a turbulent southern

province, a security official has said.

The official said on Wednesday that the
seven people were killed when the army
shelled the headquarters of the local
government and the offices of the internal
security agency in Zinjibar, provincial

capital of Abyan.

The security official, who spoke on
condition of anonymity because he was
not authorised to talk to reporters, said
the latest violence in Zinjibar began late
on Tuesday and continued through

Wednesday.
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For more on Yemen, visit our Spotlight
page

The fighting is part of the army's campaign
to regain control of Zinjibar and other
areas in the south that have fallen into the

hands of the fighters since March.

The fighting has forced at least 100,000
residents to flee Abyan province and find

refuge in the nearby port city of Aden.

Zinjibar has been held by the fighters since

May.

Security has collapsed across much of
Yemen as a result of the uprising against
President Ali Abdullah Saleh, allowing
fighters to take advantage of the turmoil
to expand their reach beyond Yemen's

remote hinterlands.

Critics accuse Saleh, Yemen's leader of 33
years, of turning a blind eye to the
growing strength of the armed groups to
support his argument that al-Qaeda would
take control of the Arab nation if he were

to leave office.

The US has supported Yemen's military in
the south and carried out its own strikes

against al-Qaeda leaders there, most
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notably the September 30 killing of al-

Qaeda's US-born cleric, Anwar al-Awlaki.

Washington views Al-Qaeda in the Arabian
Peninsula, as the Yemeni branch of the
network is known, as one of its most

dangerous enemies.

It blames it for a string of attempted

attacks on US soil and elsewhere.
Sanaa march

Meanwhile, tens of thousands of people
marched in Sanaa on Wednesday, inspired
by Arab League discussions to suspend

Syria from the bloc.

The anti-government protesters urged the
regional grouping to do the same with
Yemen as they marched from Change
Square, the epicentre of anti-government
demonstrations, towards Al-Hasaba, north
of the capital, through various
neighbourhoods, including one that

houses the presidential compound.

"Arab League, we demand the freezing of
[Yemeni] membership," shouted the

protesters.
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"No immunity for the killer," they chanted,
in reference to a Gulf plan under which
Saleh would step down in return for
immunity from prosecution for himself

and his family.

Witnesses said troops loyal to Saleh fired
into the air to disperse the crowd but no

injuries were reported.

Activists say at least 500 protesters have
been killed and thousands more wounded
since the uprising began in February.

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middlee

ast/2011/11/20111116161332395798.ht

ml

8. AFGHANISTAN - PAKISTAN /
AFGANISTAN - PAKISTAN
e Several killed in 'drone strike' in

Pakistan

Third suspected US attack in as many days
comes despite continued poor relations

between nations after bin Laden raid.
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The Pakistani government is believed to
quietly assent to drone strikes despite

their huge unpopularity [AFP]

A suspected US drone strike on a
compound in northwest Pakistan has
killed at least nine people, Pakistani

intelligence officials have said.

The attack on Thursday, in which four
missiles were fired at a compound in the
North Waziristan district on the Afghan
border, is the third such strike in as many

days.

In the nearby Orakzai agency, Pakistani
security forces attacked two separate
bases for anti-government fighters, killing
at least 30 suspected fighters, a Pakistani
army official told Al Jazeera. Two security

personnel were wounded.

The Pakistani intelligence officials said
unmanned US aircraft fired four missiles

into a building in the Razmak area of
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North Waziristan, 60km south of the

region's main town, Miranshah.

The Taliban and other armed groups use
the rugged tribal lands on the border as

their base.

North Watziristan is the most notorious of
Pakistan's seven semi-autonomous tribal
districts and has been a major focus of US
pressure on the Islamabad government to
take sterner action against Afghan

fighters.

Clinton demand

Washington refuses to discuss drone
strikes publicly, but the programme has
dramatically increased as the Obama
administration looks to withdraw all
foreign combat troops from Afghanistan

by the end of 2014.

Thursday's strike was the 64th reported in
Pakistan's tribal belt so far this year,

according to an AFP tally.

The Pakistani government is understood
to assent to the programme despite
popular opposition at home, where anti-

Americanism is frequently exploited by
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nationalist politicians and the conservative

religious right.

Pakistan-US ties deteriorated sharply this
year over a unilateral US raid that killed
Osama bin Laden, the al-Qaeda leader, in
May and over accusations that Pakistani
intelligence was involved in a September

siege of the US embassy in Kabul.

At talks in Islamabad last month, US
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton called on
Pakistan to take action within "days and
weeks" on dismantling havens for Afghan
fighters and encouraging the Taliban into

peace talks.

Thursday's strike came one day after US
missiles allegedly destroyed a Pakistani
Taliban base in South Waziristan, killing up
to 18 fighters, including possible members
of al-Qaeda, in the deadliest such

reported strike in three months.

Also on Wednesday, three suicide
bombers blew themselves up in their car
on the sea front in Pakistan's largest city
of Karachi, killing two policemen, when
they were intercepted.

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/asia/201

1/11/20111117131446380853.html
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Pakistan's US ambassador 'offers to
resign’

Hussain Haggani denies asking for US help
on behalf of Pakistan president to stop

possible coup by army.

Pakistan's ambassador to the United
States, Hussain Haqqani, has offered to
resign after being summoned to
Islamabad to explain himself over reports
that he sought Washington's help against
the Pakistani army on behalf of President

Asif Ali Zardari.

Haggani, a close aide of Zardari, has
played a key role in helping Pakistan's
civilian government navigate turbulent
relations with the US, which nose-dived
after the raid that killed Osama bin Laden

in Pakistan in May.

Local media reports in Pakistan on
Thursday implicated Haqqgani in a memo
allegedly sent from Zardari to Admiral
Mike Mullen, then the top military officer
in the US, that sought to curtail Pakistan's
military after it was humiliated by the bin

Laden killing.
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Zardari reportedly feared that the military
might seize power as one way to limit the
hugely damaging fallout in Pakistan after
US special forces killed bin Laden in the

garrison city of Abbottabad on May 2.

In remarks to CNN on Wednesday,
Haqggani denied writing the memo but
confirmed he had offered to resign if it
would end "the vilification against the

democratic government of Pakistan".

"No memo of the kind being discussed in
the media was drafted or delivered by

me," Haqgani said. "I have not been
named so far as having done anything
wrong by anyone except through

innuendo."

He said he was being targeted by part of

ongoing "smear campaigns".

Rehman Malik, the Pakistani interior
minister, accused the media of hounding
Zardari over the memo, the existence of
which was revealed in an op-ed last
month by US businessman Mansoor ljaz.
Malik said that Haggani would explain his

role.
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"Yes, he [Hagqgani] had been summoned
by the president," Malik told reporters

outside parliament in Islamabad.

"He has already offered his resignation to
the president, saying hype has been
created and he was ready to resign in the
national interest. If he has done
something beyond his mandate, he can

come and explain it."

Al Jazeera's Kamal Hyder, reporting from
Islamabad, said that there was "an
understanding that the memo was
sanctioned with the highest level of the

political government."

Writing in the UK's Financial Times on
October 10, ljaz said a "senior Pakistani
diplomat" telephoned him in May, saying
that Zardari wanted to get a message to
the White House bypassing Pakistan's

military and intelligence chiefs.

"The president feared a military takeover
was imminent" and "needed an American
fist on his army chief's desk to end any
misguided notions of a coup, and fast,"

said the article published on the opinion

pages.
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ljaz said a memo was delivered to Mullen
on May 10 and that it suggested a "new
national security team" in Pakistan would
end troublesome relations between
Pakistani intelligence and Afghan fighters,
namely the Taliban and its Haqqani
faction.

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/asia/201

1/11/20111117114152251991.html

*This media summary is prepared by ORSAM
Middle East Research Assistants Nebahat
Tanriverdi O and Sercan Dogan. It covers news
and commentaries as reported by the national
media sources publishing in the Middle
Eastern countries. The views expressed are not
those of ORSAM and their inclusion does not

imply factual accuracy.

*Bu blilten ORSAM Ortadogu Uzman
Yardimcilari Nebahat Tanriverdi O ve Sercan
Dogan tarafindan hazirlanmaktadir. Biilten
Ortadogu ilkelerinin yerel haber
kaynaklarindan  derlenmektedir.  Belirtilen
goriisler bélge lilkelerinin haber kaynaklarina
ve ismi gegen yazarlara ait olup ORSAM’in

gorisini yansitmamaktadir.
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