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1. Dabbagh speaks on today's security meeting with Syria in Turkey (Al-Iraqiya TV) 
 
In Ankara, today, Iraqi and Syrian officials hosted by Turkish officials begin discussing the 
documents Iraq possess against organizations and figures involved in criminal acts that 
targeted Iraqis over the years. 

Iraqi Government spokesman Ali al-Dabbagh explained the security delegation will present 
evidence and proof on bloody Wednesday, indicating of explicit confessions regarding the 
party who carried out the attacks and their supporting entities. 

Dabbagh said, "On Tuesday, an Iraqi security delegation led by Deputy Prime Minister will 
meet with their counterparts of Syria and Turkey. Turkey is considered the mediator with 
Iraq's consent. The scheduled meetings are based on a mutual agreement between Maliki and 
Erdogan, as well as Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari's meetings in Cairo that resulted in 
Turkey acting as a mediator. The three delegations will meet to present evidence of the 
attackers and their connection with the Baathists residing in Syria." 

"This time Iraq is serious as the size of crime that has been committed. Iraq will not renounce 
its rights. I believe this incident is a test for Iraqi politicians. We regret that some cover up the 
offender as a result of certain links," said Dabbagh. 

Security officials revealed for the first time the involvement of intelligence services of a 
number of countries implementing their own agenda inside Iraq, an issue that demands a 
united stand from inside Iraq. 

General Rasheed Falih, Head of Samraa Operations, said, "The two strongest intelligence 
services in the Middle East along with intelligence services of none neighboring countries 
maneuver against Iraq, without the knowledge of their Ministers and high officials. These 
countries publicly declare their support to Iraq while their intelligence services operate against 
Iraq's security." 

From Baghdad to Damscus and then to Cairo was the path to end the crises between Iraq and 
Syria. Because the talks resulted in continuing the dialogue, it returns to Turkey this time. 
However, the question remains; what's expected with Syria's refusal of extradition the wanted 
and Iraq's persistence in gaining back the rights of innocents. An equalization that's results 
will appear in the International Tribunal had the situation remained the same. 

2. Kuwait donates USD 10 million to victims of Baghdad's bombings (KUNA) 
 
The Kuwaiti government, acting upon instructions of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, decided Monday to donate USD 10 million to help "brothers in Iraq" 
overcome impacts of recent bombings in Baghdad. 

The council of ministers, in its weekly meeting, took note of a message sent by the Iraqi vice-
president Tareq Al-Hashimi regarding consequences resulted from the bombings in Baghdad 



 

which killed and wounded over 100 people, Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Roudhan Al-
Roudhan said in statement after the meeting. 

Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, said Al-Roudhan, instructed the cabinet to take necessary 
steps to alleviate suffering of those harmed by "these ugly terrorist crimes." The cabinet, 
therefore, decided to donate USD 10 million to help the brothers in Iraq overcome the 
consequences of these crimes, said Al-Roudhan. 

3. Diya al-Sa'idi appointed director of operations at Ministry of Interior replacing Maj. 
Gen. Abd-al-Karim Khalaf (Buratha News) 
 
A responsible source at the Ministry of Interior told the Iraqi Media news agency today that a 
decision was made to appoint Staff Brigadier General Diya al-Sa'idi as director of operations 
at the Ministry of Interior replacing Maj. Gen. Abd-al-Karim Khalaf, the former director of 
operations. 

Maj. Gen. Abd-al-Karim Khalaf was dismissed from office Sept. 6 in accordance with a 
decision by Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki. The decision to dismiss Khalaf was opposed by 
several sides and by Khalaf himself who denied knowledge of the reason for his dismissal. 
(End of the report) 

4. Barham Salih meets with parliamentary blocs to form new government in Kurdistan    
(Al- Sharqiya TV) 
 
The Website of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan has said that Barham Salih, head of the 
Kurdistan Alliance, began unofficial consultations with parliamentary blocs to form the new 
government in the Kurdistan Region. 

The Website added that the consultations were held between Barham Salih and the 
representatives of the Islamic group, Assyrian and Turkoman blocs at the Kurdistan Region 
Parliament. The Website noted that Azad Barwari, member of the Kurdistan Democratic Party 
Political Bureau, also participated in these meetings. 

5. Najifi: Existence of Peshmerga forces outside of Kurdish provinces is a contravention  
of constitution (Al-Baghdadia) 
 
MP Osama Najifi from the Iraqi list considered the presence of Peshmerga forces in areas of 
the provinces of Ninewa, Kirkuk, and Diyala a contravention of the Iraqi constitution. Najifi 
added in a press release Tuesday that he considers this is an attempt to Kurdishize Arab and 
Turkmen areas, and encroach on decisions from the central government in the process of 
maintaining security. He stressed the that duties of the Peshmerga are limited to inside 
Kurdish provinces only and is not associated with the Ministry of Defense in the central 
government. He also noted that there are mixed forces in the Iraqi Army and some raise the 
Kurdish flag next to the Iraqi flag. He said that this is an explicit violation of two 
constitutions. Najifi explained that the solution is to deploy Iraqi Army forces which are 
professional, neutral, and take orders from the commander-in-chief of the armed forces. This 



 

comes from the central and southern provinces of Iraq with the expulsion of Kurdish militias 
from the areas of Mosul, Kirkuk, and Diyala. 

6. MP Tamim: Deployment of joint forces is clear violation of agreement to withdraw  
troops (EXSUM) 
 
MP Muhammad Tamim from the Front for National Dialogue has stressed that the 
deployment of joint forces from the Peshmerga, U.S. troops, and Iraqi Army in disputed areas 
is a clear violation of the agreement to withdraw troops and counts as barefaced interference 
in Iraqi affairs.  

In a joint press conference held Tuesday, Tamim commented that his bloc is asking the 
government to respect the constitution and not take steps to deal with the Peshmeraga because 
it is a militia. He also said that the formation of a joint force is a violation of the terms of the 
Iraqi constitution, which the Kurdish Alliance was part of writing. In accepting the 
deployment of joint forces, the Kurds are the first to violate the constitution because 
Peshmerga forces are to guard Kurdish provinces and their presence outside of these areas is 
outlawed. 

7. Juburi warns of presenting Kirkuk to Kurdish Alliance (Al-Baghdadia) 
 
Umar al-Juburi has accused members of parliament from the Arab bloc and some political 
forces as wanting to present Kirkuk on a golden platter to the Kurdish Alliance under the 
pretext of the necessity of having the next parliamentary elections. Juburi read a statement 
released by the Kirkuk crisis cell in parliament saying that some political forces in parliament 
have broken the legal restrictions imposed by law number 36 of 2008, which acknowledges 
that Kirkuk is in a period of transition and must scrutinize its records, census data, and voter 
records. He threatened to divulge the names of these political forces to the public if the project 
in Kirkuk does not continue. He affirmed that Kirkuk has been subject to dramatic 
demographic change after 2003 according to the acknowledgements of a United Nations 
committee that said there are abnormal increases in voter registration in Kirkuk. He stressed 
the importance of maintain distance from bargaining on Kirkuk, because it represents a pier of 
national unity. 

8. Iraq to give Syria bombing evidence (UPI) 
 
A security delegation from Iraq will present evidence related to the Aug. 19 bombings in 
Baghdad to Syrian officials in Ankara, a government spokesman said. A series of coordinated 
attacks struck the Iraqi capital Aug. 19, killing as many as 100 and injuring perhaps 
thousands. Baghdad came forward in the immediate aftermath of the attacks with evidence it 
said pointed to Baath Party leaders planning the bombings from Syria. 

Ali al-Dabbagh, the Iraqi government spokesman, said a security delegation from Baghdad 
would present evidence to their Syrian counterparts verifying their claims at a Tuesday 
meeting, Iraqi satellite channel al-Sumaria reports. 



 

Baghdad asked Syria to hand over Mohammed Younis al-Ahmed and Satam Farhan, high-
ranking Baath leaders, for their alleged role in the bombings. 

Dabbagh said if Damascus were willing to cooperate on the matter, Baghdad would drop its 
demands for an international tribunal to investigate the matter. 

Damascus denied the Baghdad claims on several occasions. A branch of al-Qaida in Iraq 
issued separate claims of responsibility for the attack. The Syrian delegation is headed to 
Ankara as part of a broader visit planned by Syrian President Bashar Assad to discuss trade 
relations with Turkey. 

Assad is expected to meet with Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu to discuss Syria's 
relationship with Iraq. 

9. Baghdad, London discuss activating military agreement for training Iraqi Navy (Al-      
Rasheed TV) 
 
Deputy Prime Minister Rafaiee al-Isawi discussed with British Ambassador in Baghdad 
Christopher Prentice ways of moving the military agreement between Baghdad and London 
into its implementation stage. 

An official statement by Isawi's office said the two sides also examined some chapter of the 
mentioned agreement that indicates the importance of cooperation between the two countries 
in regard to training Iraqi Navy forces, improving military institutes and protecting the 
regional water and oil fields as per GoI demands. 

The statement added the two talked about gaining the approval of Iraqi Parliament to this 
agreement by voting for it in the nearest session. 

10. John Jenkins to replace Christopher Brintice, as HM's Ambassador to Iraq (Al  
Rasheed TV) 
  
Ambassador Jenkins to assume his duty sometime in October 2009 and to be replaced by Mr. 
Brintice who will assume other diplomatic position with the British government. 

Mr. Jenkins's last assignment with the British FM was the Director of Middle East 
department. Mr. Jenkins also held the posts of, British Ambassador to Syria, Burma, and the 
director of the British diplomatic envoy to Kuwait, as well as the British Consul General to 
Israel. 

11. New British ambassador in Baghdad (Aswat al-Iraq) 
 
The British Foreign Office announced on Monday appointing John Jenkins as the new British 
ambassador to Iraq, succeeding Ambassador Christopher Prentice. 

"Dr John Jenkins CMG LVO has been appointed Her Majesty's Ambassador to the Republic 
of Iraq in succession to Mr Christopher Prentice CMG who will be transferring to another 



 

Diplomatic service appointment. Dr Jenkins will take up his appointment during December 
2009," the foreign office said in a statement received by Aswat al-Iraq news agency. 

The new ambassador assumed posts in several countries around the world; Syria, Jerusalem, 
Burma, Kuwait, United Arab Emirates and Malaysia. Deputy Prime Minister Rafeaa al-
Eissawi received today (Sept. 14) at his office in Baghdad Ambassador Prentice and discussed 
with him ways of activating military agreement between Baghdad and London. 

12. Cabinet OKs non-proliferation bill (Aswat al-Iraq) 
 

The Iraqi cabinet has approved a draft law on the non-proliferation of the weapons of mass 
destruction (WMD) and referred it to the Parliament for approval, according to a government 
spokesperson. 

"The approval comes in response to the need to establish a national entity to fulfill Iraq's 
commitments to international and regional treaties and agreements concerning the non-
proliferation of mass destruction, chemical and biological weapons, as well as WMD-related 
material and equipment," Ali al-Dabbagh said in a statement received by Aswat al-Iraq news 
agency. 

The Iraqi National Monitoring Agency, which proposed the law, will ensure the use of all 
nuclear, biological and chemical material, equipment and facilities for peaceful purposes. 

13. 18 million Iraqis will vote for 250 political entities through 120,000 voting stations  
(PUK media website) 
 
Head of the Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) in Iraq, Faraj al-Haydari, said he 
did not mind being questioned before the Iraqi Parliament, saying that it is "A waste of time 
and effort in critical and very sensitive conditions." 

In the meantime; the media adviser to the President of the Iraqi parliament, Omar al-
Mashhadani, announced the postponement of questioning of al-Haydari and electricity 
minister, Karim Wahid, until after the Eid holiday. 

Al-Haydari in a telephone interview with al-Sharq al-Awsat (Middle Eastern) newspaper 
yesterday, said, "The request for questioning is a waste of efforts and time for us, the 
members of the Parliament and the media, as we are at a crucial time in preparations for the 
elections; we have to organize and update voters' registrations." 

He pointed out that: "The four points that were raised by a member of al-Fadhila Bloc, which 
were demanded previously and had obtained the signatures of the rest of the members of the 
Parliament, had already been submitted to the Supreme Judicial Court and was decided in the 
favor of IHEC." 

He went on by saying: "These points are related to the actual distribution of seats according to 
votes, the women share, and the announcement of the initial and final results of the elections. 



 

"These points have been raised before and were decided by the highest judicial body in Iraq, 
and that issue closed in our (IHEC) favor.  

"We are ready to attend questioning sessions, as we have nothing to hide, indeed all our work 
is clear." 

Al-Haydari spoke of numbers with great accuracy, he said: "The numbers of ballots that were 
distributed, and will be distributed to the voters are 18 million out of 31 million Iraqis, this 
information are based on official data from the Ministry of Trade, depending on the ration 
cards. 

"120,000 voting stations will be opened, as 250 political parties and blocs are registered to 
contest in the upcoming parliamentary elections."   

14. Finance Minister receives the Italian ambassador (Aswat al-Iraq) 
 
The Iraqi minister of finance on Tuesday discussed with the Italian envoy to Iraq plans by the 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) to attract foreign investments 
to Iraq's industrial zones. 

"During his meeting with Ambassador Maurizio Milani, Minister Baqir Jabr al-Zubeidi 
outlined plans by UNIDO to locate Iraq's industrial zones in order to attract foreign 
investors," according to an official statement received by Aswat al-Iraq news agency. 

The minister stressed the possibility of developing the existing free industrial zones. 
Highlighting cooperation between the two countries, the ambassador said that Italian firms 
have sent a delegation to Iraq to discuss a joint project with the Ministry of Industry and 
Minerals to build small boats.    

15. Iraq to form national monitoring authority to prevent spread of WMD (KUNA) 
 
The Iraqi cabinet has approved a proposal to establish a national monitoring authority to 
prevent the spread of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) and referred it to the Iraqi 
parliament for approval. Government Spokesman Ali Al-Dabbagh said in a statement that the 
approval of the proposal comes in response to the need to establish a national entity to execute 
Iraq's obligations regarding international and regional treaties and conventions on the 
prevention of the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, including nuclear, chemical, 
and biological weapons. 

The aim of the proposal is to ensure the prevention of the exploitation of Iraqi waters and 
airspace for any activities prohibited under the obligations of treaties and conventions on the 
prevention of the spread and transfer, storage, and production of weapons of mass destruction, 
he added. 

The proposals also included recommended penalties for any party found in violation of the 
laws and regulations in this regard, he noted. 

16. U.S. Embassy: We have no intention of distributing our forces in Camp Ashraf (IPA   



 

website) 
 

The U.S. Embassy denied the news about the U.S. distributing its forces in Camp Ashraf, 
where MKO members are present in Iraq. U.S. Embassy Spokesperson in Baghdad, Phillip 
Frayne stated that several media channels information related the intention to distribute U.S. 
forces to Camp Ashraf. 

Frayne added the U.S. Ambassador, Christopher Hill did not mention any U.S. forces 
presence in Camp Ashraf. The ambassador's statement can be viewed via the Embassy's 
website. 

Frayne stressed the U.S. stand on the situation and added, "Iraq has its own sovereignty and 
has the right to move Camp Ashraf residents to a different location in the country." Frayne 
expects the Iraqi government to keep treating the camp residents humanely and will not 
transfer them to another location against their will. He hoped the Iraqi government and Camp 
Ashraf's residents will communicate directly and arrive to a common peaceful agreement 
regarding this issue. 

The Iraqi government took control of the Camp Ashraf from the U.S. forces on the basis of 
the security agreement between the U.S. and Iraq. The crisis erupted when the Iraqi 
government announced its desire to make MKO leave Iraq. 

17. al-Dabbagh: GOI will cancel international tribunal request if Syria cooperates (al-  
Iraqiya TV) 
 
The official spokesperson for the Government of Iraq, Ali al-Dabbagh, said that an Iraqi 
security delegation will head to Turkey tomorrow to meet with the Syrian security officials in 
the presence of the Turkish side.   
 
Al-Dabbagh clarified that Iraq will present evidence regarding Wednesday's bloody 
explosions, affirming that there clear confessions regarding the perpetrators and their 
supporters. Al-Dabbagh added that in the event the Iraqi Government senses cooperation from 
the Syrian side, GOI will cancel the formation of international tribunal request. 

18. GoI to adopt new plans to reduce attacks (al-Sabah) 
 
While GoI initiated new security plans to reduce terrorist operations that target state 
institutions and civil groups, the final investigations on Wednesday's bloody attacks revealed 
that perpetrators were trained in Syria before entering the country through Ninawa province's 
borders. 
 
A closed security meeting held in the HoR building yesterday recommended a number of 
proposals that would enhance the relatively stability situation in the country.  The source, who 
asked not to be named, said the meeting that was held yesterday at the Conference Palace 
lasted for almost four hours which included a number of security leaders and agencies. 
 
19. Our Sons bloc unites with the State of Law List (al-Iraqiya TV) 
 



 

Our Sons bloc, announced solidarity with the State of Law List, which is headed by Prime 
Minister Nuri al-Maliki.  

During a press conference, Our Sons, which is a new bloc that consists of tribes from central 
and southern Iraq, announced solidarity with Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki's State of Law 
coalition to contest in the upcoming parliamentary elections. 

Another step comes within the movement of most of the political blocs in search for a firm 
base to contest in the coming parliamentary elections. 

20. Iranian consulate opening in Najaf receives local welcoming (Al-Hayat website) 
 
Political and religious members welcomed the Iranian consulate opening announcement. They 
confirmed the decision will revive the economic activities in the south and stimulate tourism. 
The Iranian consul in Karbala, Mohammad Ali Khani expressed his happiness for the formal 
agreement to open the consulate, with Najaf's scientific, religious and touristic status. The 
consulate will facilitate entry to visitors. 
 
When asked about the reasons behind the Iranian visitorsô retrieval, he responded, "These are 
problems of essence, which can be resolved between the two sides and our personal 
intervention in this matter." The Iranian authorities minimized the number of visitors to the 
religious Shrines in Iraq under the pretext of poor services, while Iraq said $20 fees for the 
visitors to pay for stay and three meals is too low. 
 
Zurfi requested during a press conference the necessity to alter the agreement between the 
Iraqi Ministry of Tourism and the Iranian Hajj and Umrah Organization. He stressed, the 
contract is not equal and both parties signed it in exceptional circumstances in the previous 
years, but today the situation changed, especially in Najaf, which witnessed big construction 
movement. 
 
21. IHEC receives $30 million in advance for parliament election  (al-Sabah) 
 
IHEC stated it received a $30 million loan in support of the upcoming parliament elections 
scheduled for January 16.   Member of the electro commission, Karim al-Timimi, told Sabah 
Newspaper that Prime Minister, Nuri al-Maliki, ordered to provide the Commission $30 
million in advance to cover the expenses of the electoral process which has been going on 
since last August. 
 
Timimi hopes the full amount, estimated at $176 million, to be released after the ratification 
of the election bill. Timimi further explained that more than 50 political entities have not been 
approved yet as they are short on credible documents needed and registration deadline was in 
effect. These entities will be ratified when legal requirements for registration are satisfied, 
Timimi said.   
 
22. IHEC: January's Parliamentary elections may be postponed (al-Arabiya TV) 
 
After scheduling January 15 as the next parliamentary elections date, possibilities of 
postponing resurfaces again, due to the disputes on the elections law that is supposed to be 
passed by the Parliament in addition to Kirkuk's issue. 
 



 

The new elections law may be a factor in postponing the upcoming elections in Iraq, as the 
new law still forms some kind of a dispute between the parliamentary political parties and 
blocs. The Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) hinted the possibilities of 
postponing January's elections, despite of the many preparations taken based on the old law, 
which is still in dispute. 
 
IHEC President, Faraj al-Haydari, stated, "We call on the Iraqi Parliamentarians and the 
Presidential Cabinet to expedite ratifying the new elections law, as any further delay may 
have a direct affect on the process, which will result in postponing January's elections to a 
later date."  

23. Foreign Minister: Neighboring countries should respect Iraq's sovereignty and not  
interfere in its affairs (Al-Iraq news) 

 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Hoshyar Zebari met with the Chairman of the Foreign Relations 
Committee in the Parliament, Hamam Hamoudi. 

A statement issued by the Ministry said that Zebari briefed Hamoudi of the latest 
developments on the relationship between Iraq and Syria, the discussion that took place at the 
headquarters of the Arab League, the solutions proposed on the crisis and Iraq's demands. He 
noted that Iraq prevents any deterioration in relations with Syria, or any of the neighboring 
countries and those countries should respect Iraq's sovereignty, security and not interfere in 
their internal affairs. 

24. FM Zebari meets with Himam Hammoudi (Al��Forat)��
��

FM Hoshyar Zebari, met with Head of the Foreign Relations Committee in the Parliament, 
Himam Hammoudi, and briefed him about the details of the Arab Ministerial meeting in 
Cairo, and what was achieved on the recent crisis between Iraq and Syria.��

A statement from the FM office said, "Zebari briefed Sheikh Hammoudi about the latest 
developments in relations between Iraq and Syria, the discussions that took place at the 
headquarters of the Arab League, the solutions that were proposed, and the requests made by 
Iraq. Zebari said that Iraq prevents any further deterioration in relations with Syria, or any 
other neighbors, and neighbors should respect Iraq's sovereignty, security and non 
interference in its internal affairs." 

25. Q & A with Iraqi Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari (Asharq al-Awsat)��
��

Q) What is the progress of the efforts to contain the crisis between Iraq and Syria, from the 
Iraqi presidency's viewpoint? 

A) We held an open and frank four-way meeting in the presence of [Arab League Secretary 
General] Amr Musa and the foreign ministers of Iraq, Syria, and Turkey at the Arab League 
headquarters. It was a frank and constructive meeting at which the two sides (the Iraqi and 
Syrian) presented their stands on this tension that hit the relations between us. 



 

It was the first meeting of its kind since the bloody and terrorist bombings that took place in 
Baghdad. The aim behind the meeting was to contain this tension and prevent the escalation 
of the crisis between two fraternal neighbor states. During this meeting, understanding was 
reached on a series of confidence-building measures or what is termed as restoration of 
confidence. 

These measures include the holding of technical-security and political meetings in the coming 
period to verify the root causes of this crisis. If we sense progress and receptiveness, we may 
think of other normalization measures at a later stage, such as returning the ambassadors and 
stepping up bilateral cooperation. 

Nevertheless, these measures depend on what the upcoming meetings will achieve. This was 
the basis of the understanding that was reached at the quadripartite meeting and the general 
outcome of that meeting, in addition to asserting the need to reduce the media campaigns and 
statements and to ensure that the media will calm, rather than poison the atmosphere. 

Q) What will happen if Syria does not hand over the wanted Iraqis who are accused of 
involvement in the 19 August bombings in Baghdad? 

A) A request was made to hand over the persons wanted by the Iraqi judiciary to Interpol, not 
the Iraqi Government. We insist on this Iraqi request and believe that this measure is one of 
the keys to resolving the crisis. The Iraqi Government is ready to produce all the required and 
available evidences. 

As we asserted at the meeting and in our statements, we say again that we do not accuse Syria 
of involvement in the terrorist bombings that took place. Rather, we accuse wanted Iraqi 
Baathist leaders who reside or operate in Syria. There is a difference between the two stands. 
We believe that the importance of the Iraqi-Syrian relations requires us to engage in security 
cooperation to prevent these persons from harming the security of Iraq and Iraqi citizens. 

Q) Did the memorandum, which Iraq presented to the UN Security Council, specifically 
accuse Syria? 

A) This letter, which was addressed to UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, was explicit and 
clear. It did not mention Syria at all. We said that these bombings threaten world security and 
peace and their aim was to overthrow the Iraq Government and institutions of the state. 

Therefore, we hold the view that there is a need for the UN Security Council to dispatch a 
fact-finding committee and to set up an international tribunal to serve as a deterrent against all 
foreign interventions in Iraq's internal affairs and against undermining the Iraqi people's 
security. 

Q) This Iraqi move gave observers an impression that Iraq is following in the footsteps of 
Lebanon regarding the issue of the international tribunal. Does this move not harm joint Arab 
action? 



 

A) This is a sovereign Iraqi Government decision to go to the UN Security Council. Just as 
we came to the Arab League, we also have the right to go to the United Nations in our 
capacity as members of the United Nations. The international community has obligations 
toward Iraqi security and stability. 

In addition, there are resolutions that have been passed by the United Nations, the Arab 
League, and the states neighboring Iraq. That is why we went to the international 
organization. In fact, the aim is not to politicize this tribunal against any state. However, the 
efforts that were exerted with the neighboring states in the past proved that they failed to 
achieve the required measure of security and stability in Iraq. 

Q) What happened to the security committees that were set up by the states neighboring Iraq? 

A) There were security committees in place, but they did not achieve what was required of 
them and became inoperative. In addition, political meetings were held. Iraqi Prime Minister 
Nuri al-Maliki paid an official visit to Syria along with a large ministerial delegation days 
before the bombings, and they reached agreement on strategic cooperation. 

However, investigations showed that wanted criminal persons who reside in Syria do not 
believe in political action and political opposition. Rather, they believe in killing, car 
bombings, and destruction. They operate in the territories of another state, and this is 
absolutely unacceptable under the international, Arab, and Islamic norms. 

Q) Do you believe that many states or persons carried out the bombings that took place in 
Baghdad on the 19th of the past month? 

A) The nature and magnitude of the operations against the institutions of the Iraqi state 
indicate that these operations enjoy support, funding, and intelligence assistance and that they 
are planned in advance. This fact confirms that the bombings of 19 August were not the work 
of amateurs. Rather, they were the work of professionals who receive backing that is larger 
than the size of their organizations. 

Q) If a fact-finding committee proves that Syria and Iran were involved, do you believe that 
an international tribunal will take measures against them? 

A) This depends on the outcome of the investigations, and I do not want to anticipate events. 
This tribunal will not be set up overnight. It will require numerous legal and technical 
measures, in addition to international support and coordination. 

It took years for other tribunals that were established in many parts of the world to complete 
their tasks. 

Q) If the Arab League and Turkish mediation succeeds in resolving the Iraqi-Syrian crisis, 
will Iraq withdraw its memorandum from the UN Security Council? 

A) As far as we are concerned, all parties are required to support Iraqi security and stability, 
refrain from interfering in its affairs, and comply with what we had agreed upon. 



 

Let us see to what extent the neighboring states will comply with this principle. The UN 
Security Council began its move after distributing the Iraqi letter to all member states of the 
council. Moreover, talks and meetings will be held in the near future on how to organize these 
ideas. Accordingly, this process will take some time, but it began with the sending of that 
letter. 

Q) In this respect, it is said that Iraq is implementing a US agenda by escalating and 
internationalizing the crisis with Syria. 

A) Truly, this is inaccurate. If we closely examine the US stand, we will find out that it tends 
to address this issue and not escalate the situation between the two countries. All the messages 
that come from the US side carry this theme. In fact, the United States does not support Iraq 
against Syria. As the situation now stands, this process must take its legal and diplomatic 
course. 

Q) Did Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki invent this crisis with Syria in order to cover up 
domestic conflicts ahead of elections, as is reported? 

A) This is a wrong view and unfair analysis. We ask what Al-Maliki stands to gain by 
inventing a crisis at a time when he has elections and problems. He was in Syria at the head of 
a very large delegation before these incidents. 

Therefore, he has no interest in inventing any crisis with Syria at a time when Iraq needs 
support from the neighboring states. Iraq also needs to open up to the Arab states and open 
embassies, in addition to other measures. So, what does Al-Maliki stand to gain by inventing 
a crisis? We were the first to say that there were security infiltrations and security failures. 
Why would we accuse others after we accused ourselves? These analyses are inaccurate at 
all? 

Q) How do you explain your charge that the Iraqi security agencies were slack? What do you 
mean? 

A) Indeed, there is slackness by the security agencies. With regard to these trucks that 
exploded in the vicinity of the ministries and the trucks that were seized, there were clear and 
explicit instructions by the command of the Baghdad forces not to allow trucks to pass 
through the center of the capital before 4 pm. 

Under these instructions, if trucks must pass through, they have to be searched, and this did 
not happen even though police patrols were present and two trucks were seized before the 
bombing on the same day and in the same place. 

Q) What about the conflicting official Iraqi stands on the crisis? I mean the stands taken by 
the presidency and the prime minister. 

A) Under the Iraqi political system and constitution, the council of ministers, not the prime 
minister, is the executive body in the country. It is the council of ministers that takes 
decisions. 



 

Surely, other leaders of the presidency and other bodies have to be consulted. Anyway, this 
stand was taken collectively. The council of ministers includes representatives of all forces 
and groups that participate in the government. Thus, no one objected to the government's 
decision. 

Q) Will direct bilateral meetings be held between Iraq and Syria? 

A) We now met in Cairo and might meet afterward in Istanbul and then in New York on the 
sidelines of the UN General Assembly meetings. In the end, however, since we seek to 
normalize the relations and restore them to their normal status, meetings will have to be held 
in Baghdad and Damascus at a later stage. 

26. Iraqis are hopeful that the new elections will bring positive changes (Al-Rasheed) 
 

Citizens of Iraqi are looking forward to the new elections, hoping they will bring a wave of 
positive changes to the political map of the country. 

One citizen said, "Voting is a legitimate right to all Iraqis, and it is one of the essential 
requirements of democracy, every citizen looking for a better life, better services and a better 
future, must vote." 

Another citizen said, "There is no harmony among the political parties one way or another, 
which doesn't encourage the average citizen to go out and vote." 

Intellectuals have asked the citizens to elect their representative according to integrity and 
experience, and not to take in account their political, ethnic, religious or fractional affiliation. 

Another citizen said, "I wish people will choose wisely this time and not take in account their 
tribal affiliation as well, we need that for the good of our country. The country is in need of 
knowledgeable intellectual and educated people to make the right decision in the next 
elections." 

27. The 'Forgotten War' (Washington Post) 
 

FIVE YEARS AGO, Sen. John F. Kerry argued during his presidential campaign that the 
United States had dangerously neglected the war in Afghanistan. On Thursday, when he 
convened a hearing of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee to hear a status report on Iraq 
from U.S. Ambassador Christopher R. Hill, only five of the panel's 19 members showed up 
long enough to ask a question. "Iraq today . . . has become the now-forgotten war," Mr. Kerry 
rather ruefully concluded. 

The senator has good reason for concern. While Afghanistan has properly become a focus in 
Washington, the U.S. mission in Iraq is far from finished. Monthly U.S. fatalities declined 
into the single digits this summer after American troops withdrew from Iraqi cities -- but Iraqi 
civilian casualties in August were the highest in a year. Iraq remains at the strategic center of 
the Middle East: As Mr. Hill noted, it could be "an engine for regional stability and economic 
growth" or "a source of regional tension and dispute." 



 

Iraq also is entering a crucial year. National elections in January could determine whether Iraq 
moves away from the sectarian divisions that triggered a virtual civil war in 2006 and whether 
its fledgling democratic system survives or gives way to a new authoritarianism. In the seven 
months after the election, the United States is due to reduce its forces by more than 60 
percent. If the country is not stable, al-Qaeda and Iraq's neighbors will be quick to exploit the 
vacuum. 

The question is whether the Obama administration is paying more attention than the rest of 
the country. Some of its own supporters are worried: Kenneth Pollack, an expert at the 
Brookings Institution, says that the administration is not using its leverage with Prime 
Minister Nouri al-Maliki on matters crucial to the success of the elections. One is whether 
Iraq will allow voting for its parliament by district; many of its parties favor a system of 
national slates that could reinforce sectarian divisions. Another is whether Mr. Maliki will 
promote the staging of a referendum on the presence of U.S. troops in Iraq. Such a vote could 
help the prime minister win reelection -- and force a precipitous American withdrawal. 

Mr. Hill offered a relatively upbeat view in his testimony. He said that he does not expect the 
referendum on U.S. forces to go forward. He played down the increasing violence, saying that 
al-Qaeda's attacks have not succeeded in provoking Iraqis into returning to sectarian conflict. 

The larger question remains, as Sen. Richard G. Lugar (R-Ind.) said Thursday, "Are we at risk 
of taking our eyes off the other ball as the attention and resources shift from Iraq?" President 
Obama delegated management of Iraq to Vice President Biden in June; since then Mr. Obama 
has appeared to spare it little of his attention. Officials say that Mr. Biden has been energetic, 
taking time for Iraq every day and quietly intervening on key issues. We hope that reflects an 
understanding that, even if many in Congress and the nation have moved on, the 
administration cannot afford to remain detached from the momentous political process in 
Baghdad. 

28. Will Iraqis Stick With Religious Leadership? (NPR) 
 

In Iraq, where parliamentary elections are scheduled for January, religious Shiite parties still 
dominate the political scene. 

But with local politics in flux, Iraqis are beginning to question how far they want to follow 
these religious Shiite leaders, who are flexing their muscles after decades of being repressed 
by Saddam Hussein's largely Sunni regime. Liberal voices, though still in the minority, say 
Iraqis' preference for a relatively secular society may yet come to the fore. 

The most urgent question in Iraqi politics is where Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki will wind 
up in January: as a member of the National Iraqi Alliance, the large, pro-Iranian Shiite bloc; 
as an independent heading his State of Law Party; or leading a new coalition that may 
combine Sunni, Shiite and independent elements. 

The new religious Shiite alliance is refusing to guarantee Maliki a return to the prime 
minister's post if it wins a majority in the coming elections. Meanwhile, Sunni factions are 



 

talking about joining forces with Maliki. The most notable of these is Sheik Ahmed Abu 
Risha's Awakening Conference ð Sunni militants who turned against al-Qaida. 

Such an alliance would pose two major political questions in Iraq: First, will Iraqi nationalism 
prove stronger than the historical ties between Iraq's long-oppressed Shiite majority and 
neighboring Iran? And second, will Iraq, long seen as a relatively secular Arab society, join 
the movement toward greater Islamic influence over politics that is being felt across the 
Middle East? 

A Lawmaker's View 

Sheik Mohammed al-Hamidawi, a lawmaker from the Shiite Fadhila Party ð part of the 
National Iraqi Alliance ð says Iraq is a place where secular and religious elements coexist. 
But after decades of oppression by Saddam's Baath Party, Islamist parties are finally free to 
prove they can lead Iraq down the proper path, he says. He believes the Shiite leaders of 
Najaf, such as the Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, have done just that. 

"Believe me, without the leadership of Najaf, without its preaching for people to coexist and 
to deal with others in a brotherly way, without this you would have seen Iraq today sinking 
into sectarian warfare," he says. "It would have been worse than Lebanon, worse than 
Somalia." 

Hamidawi says despite the setbacks of ongoing violence and sectarian enmity, Iraq's religious 
parties are just beginning to spread their wings. 

"I believe that history is going to write with pride that the Islamists in Iraq managed to restore 
the Iraqi state after it was turned by the American invasion into merely desert," he says. "It's 
the Islamists who built up the Iraqi state, who restored the respect of law. This is what was 
produced by the Islamists. Show me what the others produced!" 

Mixed Reaction 

Such sentiments are understandable coming from long-repressed Shiite politicians. But on the 
streets of Baghdad, they evoke a decidedly mixed reaction. 

At a central Baghdad auto shop, 50-year-old car mechanic Salah Abdul Kareem blames most 
of Iraq's problems on the occupying Americans. So he says he will stick with the religious 
parties for now ð in his case, the Shiites. 

"Of course, the religious ones. I'm committed to my religion till I die: follow religion, follow 
the Quran, that's my path," he says. 

But the views of Sunni Mahmoud al-Sa'eg were more typical in this unscientific sampling. He 
says if he had to choose, he would vote for secular parties, because religious politicians, in his 
view, are hypocrites using Islam as a cover. 

"They are sheiks and holy men, but everyone has got a gang working for himself," he says. 
"Don't tell me that this party or that sect is religious, everyone is in it to grab for themselves." 



 

Safia al-Suheil, a liberal independent member of parliament and a leading women's rights 
activist, is confident that if given a chance, Iraqis will reassert their preference for a secular 
government, especially if it's dedicated to improving their living standards. 

"The message given by our people for the last six years (is) ... no more acceptance to those 
religious politicians who are really putting more pressure on day-to-day life ð and our 
society will never accept to have an Islamic state in Iraq," she says. 

On the other hand, analysts say many Iraqi Shiites feel that their leaders haven't been given a 
fair chance to govern yet, and they will be watching closely for signs that Iraqis are ready to 
throw off their sectarian ties when they step into the voting booth in January. 

29. Adel Abdu al-Mahdi discusses with British Ambassador ways to improve relations ��
between both countries (Al-Iraq News)��

��
Vice President, Adel Abdu al-Mahdi welcomed the new British Ambassador, Christopher 
Prentice in Baghdad. 

An official source stated several advisors to the Vice President attended the meeting. The 
latest security and political situation developments were reviewed, especially the ongoing 
groundwork for the next parliamentary elections on December.  

Also, discussed were the bilateral relations between the two countries and the latest 
developments and ways to implement them in different situations, according to the source. 

30. Vahidi: US wants Iran-Iraq confrontation (Middle East Online) 
 

Defence Minister Ahmad Vahidi said on Saturday that Washington was aiming to trigger a 
confrontation between former arch foes turned allies Iran and Iraq.��

"America's final goal is to create confrontation between Iran and Iraq," Vahidi said in reaction 
to an interview by US Defense Secretary Robert Gates in which he urged Washington's Arab 
allies to strengthen their military capabilities and buy American weapons in order to pressure 
Iran into halting its nuclear programme. 

"We advise US officials not to try to militarise the atmosphere in the region and to change 
their wrong strategy to make up for past mistakes," Vahidi was quoted as saying by Fars new 
agency. 

According to a transcript of the interview with Al Jazeera aired on Monday, Gates said "one 
of the pathways to get the Iranians to change their approach on the nuclear issue is to persuade 
them that moving down that path will actually jeopardize their security, not enhance it. 

"So the more that our Arab friends and allies can strengthen their security capabilities, the 
more they can strengthen their co-operation, both with each other and with us, I think sends 
the signal to the Iranians that this path they're on is not going to advance Iranian security but 
in fact could weaken it," he said. 



 

The US backed Iraq as it fought a brutal war with Iran in the 80s which left about a million 
people dead on both sides. But since the fall of Saddam Hussein, relations between the two 
Shiite neighbours have flourished. 

31. Planning Minister Baban announces his new list to enter elections 'Reconstruction  
of Iraq' (al-Iraqiya) 

 
Agreements for national reconciliation and brotherhood between all components, in addition 
to progressing investments and services were the main topics during visit of Planning 
Minister, Ali Baban, to Ninawa Province. 

The visit has been welcomed by a large number of people who stressed hopes for a 
renaissance of service institutions. 

The concerned parties in Ninawa confirmed their eagerness for reconciliation; they stated 
Mosul is a land of all doctrines and nationalities. 

"Today was a demonstration for Iraqi Unity. The Turkish sat next to an Arab who sat next to a 
Turkman. The Muslim sat next to the Christian, Yazidi and Shabak side by side. They all sang 
Iraq. National unity is their motto," said Baban. 

"The security improved tremendously since last year, a matter that is clearly noticeable. 
However, we are eager for more improvements," said Athil al-Nujaifi, Governor of Ninawa. 

"Our role as tribes is crucial in the unity operation and renouncing violence. We are all 
brothers, Arabs, Turkmen, Yazidis and everyone else," said a Sheikh Mahmoud Farhad. 

After the government's long journey to stabilize the security in Ninawa and other provinces, 
people are keen for improving public institutions of all kinds.     

32. Deputy Salih stressed astonishment of Council of Ministers' decision to postpone  
census (Al-Rasheed TV) 
 
Parliament held a meeting led by Head of Parliament Iyad Samarrai for the lack of a quorum 
and discussed a number of important topics in regard to public. 

Deputy Nazad Salih issued a statement following the mentioned meeting that pointed out his 
astonishment of Council of Ministers' decision to postpone the census until 2010 at times 
when the Planning Minister stressed his full readiness to execute the task and after spending a 
large sum of money. 

33. Al-Dabbagh: U.S. ethically responsible, should play role in deterring countries that  
destabilize Iraq (Al-Sharqiya TV) 
 
A telephone interview with Iraqi Government Spokesman Ali al-Dabbagh to comment on 
U.S. VP Joseph Biden's visit to Baghdad.  Asked about the significance of Biden's visit at this 
time and whether it will deal with the file of the crisis with Syria? 



 

Al-Dabbagh says: "Of course this issue will be discussed with the United States since it is 
interested in security in the region. But there is a country that harbors a group of people and 
groups that sow, finance and plan violence in Iraq. Therefore, the United States is ethically 
responsible and is also responsible according to the security agreement and should play a role 
in deterring these countries that try to destabilize security in Iraq. There are also several files 
in addition to this file, including relations with the United States following the successive 
withdrawals of the US forces and the plan to pull out combat forces next year. This will make 
relations take a non-military and a civilian nature in light of good relations with the new US 
Administration. I think that a number of files and issues will be discussed tomorrow. Joseph 
Biden will meet with all the Iraqi governing bodies, including the Presidency Council, the 
Council of Representatives and the Council of Ministers." 

34. Questioning Iraqi ministers: Speakership of parliament accused of hindering Al- 
Shahristani's interrogation (Al-Sharqiya TV) 
 
Screen Headlines: Questioning Iraqi ministers: the speakership of the parliament is accused of 
hindering Al-Shahristani's interrogation Jabir Khalifah Jabir, the reporter of the parliamentary 
Oil and Gas Committee, has said that there is procrastination on the part of the speakership of 
the parliament with regard to the questioning of Oil Minister Hussein al-Shahristani. 

He added that the committee is determined to grill the minister in spite of these 
procrastination attempts, noting that several observations have been presented by Parliament 
First Deputy Speaker Khalid al-Atiyah and the committee answered back and will respond to 
other remarks raised by Al-Atiyah. 

35. Deputy al-Sunayd: Syria should cooperate with GoI (Al-Sharqiya TV) 
 
Hasan al-Sunayd, a deputy for the Islamic Da'wa Party, has said that Syria should cooperate 
with the Iraqi Government to end the file of terrorism and hand over the Ba'athists involved in 
acts of terrorism and violence in Iraq. 

In a statement posted on the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan's Website, Sunayd pointed out that 
Iraqi-Syrian relations have not been ceased because of the recall of ambassadors from both 
countries. 

Sunayd said, "Actually, the Iraqi-Syrian relations have not been ceased by the return of 
ambassadors from both countries as, there are still a diplomatic representations between both 
countries and both embassies are still opened in both courtiers however, as a diplomatic 
measure to reduce the level of the bilateral relation. The Ambassador is usually recalled from 
a state as the result of taking a stance (by another state) and in order to notify the other 
country (about its new stance) and I believe that Iraq has the right to take such stands. 
Subsequently, the call on the Syrian brothers to get rid of the terrorist groups and those 
wanted by Iraqi judiciary is a genuine and sincere call to save the Syrian reality from those 
(criminal) people and I believe Syria must cooperate with GoI in this regard as Syria is not 
accused of anything but we accuse terrorist individuals from Ba'athists and Saddamists who 
take from Syria a shelter for them." 



 

36. Zebari asks for International Tribunal on latest Baghdad's terrorist attack, UN  
Security Council not enthusiastic about Iraqi request (Al-Rasheed TV) 
 
Iraqi Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari requested from permanent members of UN Security 
Council to support Iraq's demands to form an international investigation commission on the 
terrorist attack that struck Baghdad last August, on what's called the Bloody Wednesday. 
 
The news has pointed out that members of the UN Security Council did not seem enthusiastic 
about the Iraqi request for the establishment of an International Tribunal. An official 
statement from Iraqi Foreign Ministry said that Zebari met today with ambassadors and 
representatives of the five permanent members of the Security Council, where he relayed 
GoI's demand from their countries to support and understand Iraq's demand to form an 
independent international commission on the terrorist crimes that took place in Baghdad on 
Aug. 19. 
 
37. Lt. Gen. Jacoby reveals brigades' advisory teams arrive in Iraq to train Iraqi forces 
(Al-Rasheed TV) 
 
Lt. Gen. Charles Jacoby, Commander of Multinational Forces in Iraq, revealed brigades 
advisory teams tasked with assisting, training and preparing the Iraqi forces will arrive in Iraq 
in the coming months. Their focus will be preparing the Iraqi forces in the next phase. 

Jacoby stressed the above to be the precise procedure, especially that U.S. forces transforms 
from the phase of fighting insurgency to the new stage that represents completing the 
requirements of these forces strategy and their combat operation until August 2010. 

38. Iraqi Premier Campaigns for Shiite Votes in South (By GINA CHON) 
 
Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki has embarked on a charm offensive among Shiites in the 
south of the country, a crucial but fickle electorate, in his bid to hold on to power in Iraq's 
January parliamentary vote. 

On the face of it, Iraq's southern provinces would seem like Maliki strongholds. His State of 
Law electoral list wrested power from Shiite rivals there during local elections in January. 
Voters rewarded Mr. Maliki for big improvements in security, especially in the oil-rich region 
of Basra. His popularity soared as he personally took charge of a military operation against 
militants and criminals who had effectively taken over the city, Iraq's second largest. 

But since then, residents have soured on Mr. Maliki's government. "We thank Maliki for 
saving Basra in the security operations last year, but now our most important issue is services, 
especially the water supply," says government employee Eptisam al-Zubaidi. 

Iraq is facing its worst drought in years, and Baghdad has accused neighboring countries such 
as Turkey of exacerbating the problem by limiting the flow of water into Iraq, through dams, 
for instance. Also, water flowing from the Karoon River in Iran into Iraq is being diverted, 
increasing the salt content of the Shattal al-Arab waterway, the main source of water in Basra. 
As a result, residents in Iraq's second-largest city are buying their water because tap water is 
undrinkable. 



 

In a visit to Basra over the weekend, Mr. Maliki announced a $20-million water-pipeline 
project aimed at increasing the supply of clean water to the city. He is visiting Dhi Qar and 
other provinces in southern Iraq this week. 

During his visit, Mr. Maliki privately rebuked provincial-council officials, a majority of 
whom are in his party, and Basra's governor, who is part of his electoral ballot, for not doing 
enough to provide the basic services, such as electricity and sewage, the public is demanding. 

He told them to shape up or risk losing the elections, according to one council official. 

"Maliki asked us to change our policies and the situation because if we continue this way, we 
will lose Basra," the provincial council official said. "And Basra has huge weight in the next 
elections." 

The south is especially important for Mr. Maliki's fortunes in the January polls. He has so far 
declined to rejoin an umbrella Shiite coalition that elevated him to the prime ministership in 
the first place. Instead, he plans to form a coalition under his State of Law ballot that includes 
Sunnis and other groups in a broad-based alliance. 

The Islamic Supreme Council of Iraq, Mr. Maliki's chief Shiite rival, is a leading member of 
that coalition. While it lost control of provincial councils in southern Iraq to Mr. Maliki's 
slate, it retains a deep organizational network in the south. Another coalition member is a 
political movement associated with anti-American cleric Moqtada al-Sadr, who still enjoys 
grass-roots support in the region. 

In the holy Shiite city of Najaf, however, the prime minister's standing is holding up, thanks 
in part to a new, hard-charging governor aligned to the prime minister. The governor, Adnan 
Zurfi, held the same job right after the U.S.-led invasion in 2003. He was replaced after 
elections in 2005, but was renamed governor by Mr. Maliki's party after it edged out 
opponents in the local elections early this year. 

"The new governor is working hard to accomplish" projects, says Mustafa Ahmed, a law 
student in Najaf. "That is making him look good to the people, who also helps Maliki." 

39. Sadr Trend announces agreement with the Iraqi List to have them join the National  
Alliance, and the announcement in a week (al-Malaf) 
 
The Sadrists announced "doors open" to all national forces to have them join the "Iraqi 
National Alliance," calling for a greater involvement to meet the requirements of the 
upcoming phase. 

It revealed that its efforts resulted in an agreement with the "Iraqi List" led by former Prime 
Minister Iyad Allawi to have them join the "National Alliance", and for this accession to be 
announced the week. 

Hassan al-Sadr, director of the Office of Foreign Relations of the Political Commission of the 
Office of Martyr al-Sadr, said in a speech on Thursday evening, on the occasion of the 
opening of the Office of the Foreign Relations in London. "The National Alliance is a step 



 

forward which happened as a result of the concerted efforts of the national forces which 
pledged to move beyond the mistakes of the previous phase (in the coalition of United Iraqi 
Alliance), particularly the sectarian formula and not opening up to other components, and 
monopolizing political decisions. 

40. Jalal Talabani denies that the candidates for the  Presidential Consul position are  
from one ethnic group (Al-Rasheed TV) 
 
President Jalal Talabani said, "There are 21 candidates for this job from all ethnic, sectarian 
and frictional groups, and they represent all of the Iraqi components, not only one group." 

41. Al-Sistani to Iraqi politicians: don't make me a front to your work, take  
responsibility for your actions (Al-Sharqiya TV) 
 
The great reference said while meeting with number of journalists at his home, "I always tell 
the politicians after meeting with them not to use meeting with me as a front or for political 
propaganda, and they need to take responsibility for their actions and for the way they run the 
country." 
 
My health is fine and I'm very aware of what takes place against Muslims in Afghanistan and 
Iran, and I call on the media and journalist to report the news with integrity and honesty, 
without taking in account any political or ethnic or sectarian differences, he added. 

42. Salih continues his unofficial talks with the Parliamentary blocs (EXSUM) 
 
Deputy Secretary General of the PUK, Barham Salih, continued his unofficial talks with the 
Parliamentary blocs for the formation of the new government in the Kurdistan province. 

Well informed sources said that the talks took place between Salih and Representatives 
Muslims, Assyrians and Turkmen blocs in the Kurdistan Parliament, as well as Azad Barwari, 
member of the Kurdistan Democratic Party. 

43. Yazidi community reject Kurdish plan (EXSUM) 
 
In a first reaction by the National Yazidi Bloc for the constitution that passed by the 
Parliament of the Kurdistan region in the provinces of Nineveh regarding the areas of Kirkuk; 
Anwar Muawiya Umayyad Emir of the cluster and the President of the Yazidi community in 
the world rejected what he called Kurdish allegations. 

He said that the allegations false are historically, internationally, legally and humanly." He 
rejected the territorial Government decision to impose (by force) the education by Kurdish 
language for Yazidi citizens in Bashiqa and Bahzany as unfair. 

He pointed out that the citizens of the Yazidi community do not speak the Kurdish language 
and they are not Kurds. He stressed that such acts by the Kurdistan Regional Government are 
a violation of the Constitution. 

44. Integrity committee will continue the questioning of Iraqi minister, despite great 



 

pressure (iraq4allnews.dk) 
 

The Commission on Integrity in the Iraqi parliament is seeking to continue the questioning of 
ministers despite the "tremendous pressure" to disable the oversight role of Parliament. Pro-
government blocs considered the questioning an election propaganda aimed at achieving 
political gains. 

The Iraqi parliamentary blocs agreed at a meeting with the Presidency of the parliament in 
Baghdad yesterday to postpone questioning of the Minister of Electricity, Kareem Wahid, and 
Chairman of the Electoral Commission Faraj Al-Haydari to September 29. 

Deputy Chairman of the Integrity Committee, MP Omar Abdul Sattar, told Al-Hayat that the 
questioning of ministers and other officials is a right guaranteed by the Constitution to 
Congress. He said, "Despite the great pressure to prevent the questioning of some ministers, 
Integrity Commission will still work to summon and question a number of them." 

Sattar pointed out that questioning was postponed to the 29th of this month, at their request to 
examine the questions submitted to them. Abdul Sattar acknowledged that the current 
Parliament did not hold all the corrupt officials accountable, and called on the Iraqi people to 
"hold them accountable through the ballot box and remove them from positions of 
responsibility in the elections" scheduled for January next year. 

45. DP Mahdi: Escalations against Syria are not justified (Al-Sharqiya TV) 
 
DP Adil Abd al-Mahdi, said that the escalations against Syria are not justified, adding that the 
existence of the Baathists is not something new. 

Mahdi described the government's move by accusing Syria, as an attempt to cover the obvious 
weaknesses of the Iraqi security forces. 

46. Iraq accuses Iran of polluting Shatt al-Arab waters (al-Jazeera TV) 
 
Iraqi authorities have accused Iran of causing environmental disasters in the Shatt al-Arab 
waters after diverting the course of the Karun River.   

Iraq also accused Tehran of using Shatt al-Arab to dump waste and sewage water, leading to a 
huge contamination of water and rising its salinity. 

47. Maliki checks the water situation and promises to implement Dhi Qar' demands 
(Radio Dijla website) 
 
PM Nuri al-Maliki held a meeting in Dhi Qar province. He invited al-Hassan and the 
provincial council members to the meeting. Maliki arrived on Monday to the province with 
Health Minister, Salah al-Hasnawi and National Security Affairs Minister, Shirwan al-Waili. 

Maliki said during his visit to al-Nasiriyah that he is checking the water situation. He stated 
that Iraq will hold discussions with Turkey on this matter and there are agreements with 



 

several countries, such as Australia to get more expertise in the water and agriculture arenas. 
He called the provincial council to cooperate in the issue. 

Maliki called on the council to continue work on the reconciliation and the transition for the 
construction and rebuilding. "Forget about the competitive phase in the elections, since it is 
over." He said. 

An official council source said the council members presented requests to Maliki during the 
closed session on Monday, and he agreed upon several suggestions. 

Maliki agreed upon the electricity distribution, and he promised to work on resolving any 
confusion regarding the amount allocated to the province. Nasiriyah city is witnessing a 
security alert and security services are spread in the city. In addition the main streets leading 
to Dhi Qar provincial council building are closed. 

Upon his arrival to Imam Ali air base west of Nasiriyah, Maliki was welcomed by Dhi Qar 
provincial council president, its governor and MPs. Also, Dhi Qar police chief, the Iraqi Army 
10th Division commander and the commander of the Fourth Brigade in the First Armored 
Division of the U.S. military. 

48. Bolani's urgent message to al-Maliki to return Khalaf to his post (al-Arabiya TV) 
 
Disputes between the Iraqi Parliamentarians erupted on the legitimacy of dismissing security 
leaders, described as the victims of political conflicts between al-Maliki and al-
Bolani.  Interior Minister, Jawwad al-Bolani addressed an urgent message to Prime Minister 
Nuri al-Maliki in which he asked al-Maliki to return Maj. Gen. Abdul-Karim Khalaf to his 
post. Sources indicated that discussions in this regards are ongoing. 

49. VP Biden arrives in Iraq (ABC) 
 

Vice President Joseph R. Biden Jr. arrived in Baghdad on Tuesday for two days of meetings 
with Iraqi leaders at a time American influence is waning. 

Mr. Biden, appointed by President Obama to oversee the administrationôs policy to Iraq, 
began his second visit in three months. 

During his trip, he will meet with President Jalal Talabani, Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki, 
and Massoud Barzani, the president of the Kurdistan regional government, as well as with 
other leaders. He will also meet with representatives from the United Nations mission in Iraq, 
the White House announced in a statement.  

Mr. Biden will ñconvey the strong U.S. commitment to Iraqôs future and national unity,ò the 
statement said. 

This is Mr. Bidenôs third trip to Iraq this year. He previously visited Iraq in July 2009 and 
January 2009. 
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1. US pilotless airplane crashes in central Iraq (KUNA) 
 
A US pilotless airplane crashed while it was on a reconnaissance flight in central Iraq on 
Monday, the American army said. 
 
An MQ-1 Predator crashed in central Iraq today, the army said in a statement, but it was not 
caused by hostile fire. The crash did not result in human casualties nor material damage, 
added the army which explained that the pieces of the shattered plane were recovered. 
 
The army did not mention the exact place of the crash, but it only said the aircraft was 
undergoing a reconnaissance mission. 
 
2. Iraqi Air Force Officer Takes Control of the Sky (EXSUM) 
 
Vice President Tarik al-Hashimi and the Danish ambassador, Mikael Hemniti Winther 
discussed mutual relations between both countries, especially the investment sector Also, 
during the meeting, the Iraqi residents in Denmark situation was discussed to organize the 
Iraqis (who are not allowed to stay in Denmark) return. 
 
3. Man killed after firing on US helicopter in Iraq (AP) 
 
U.S. and Iraqi forces killed one fighter, captured another and seized a truck loaded with 
weapons in an area of northern Iraq that remains an insurgent stronghold, the American 
military said Monday. 
American and Iraqi ground forces backed by a U.S. helicopter attempted to stop a suspicious 
truck near Tal Abta, about 50 miles (80 kilometers) west of the volatile city of Mosul, said 
U.S. military spokesman Maj. Derrick Cheng. 

The helicopter came under fire on Sunday and responded with rocket and small arms fire that 
disabled the truck and killed one of the insurgents, he said. 

The American military says Mosul is the last urban battleground of al-Qaida in Iraq and other 
Sunni extremists, and the level of violence there remains high, even as it has significantly 
dropped elsewhere in the country. 

U.S. and Iraqi forces have carried out many operations in Mosul and surrounding areas as 
they try to root out Sunni fighters. U.S. and Iraqi officials have warned that insurgents are 
trying to spark a conflict between Arabs and Kurds already at deeply at odds over the control 
of territory. 

American forces pulled out from populated areas - including cities, villages and localities - 
earlier this year according to a security pact with the Iraqi government but still regularly 
conduct partnered operations with their Iraqi counterparts. 



 

Cheng said gunmen inside the truck fired at the helicopter when U.S. and Iraqi forces 
attempted to stop the vehicle. One gunman was able to escape, but a third was captured, and 
the truck was found to be carrying a load of weapons, Cheng said. He had no further details. 

Local police said the man who was detained is believed to be a Yemeni. Cheng confirmed that 
the prisoner claimed to be a foreigner, but said his nationality is still trying to be confirmed. 
Later, in the same area, Iraqi policemen searching for the gunman who escaped clashed with 
insurgents. Two policemen and two insurgents were killed, a local police officer said. He 
spoke on condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to speak with the press. 

4. U.S. forces close Bucca on Thursday (Al-Hayat website) 
 
The U.S. forces plan to close Bucca prison in southern Iraq on Thursday, according to the 
security agreement signed by U.S. and Iraq. At least 400 detainees will be transferred to 
Cropper prison in Baghdad. Gen. David Quantock's advisor, Karim al-Sayab confirmed 
Bucca's closure will be executed quietly without any ceremony and the camp will remain 
under the U.S. forces after its closure. 

Sayab stated the remaining detainees will be distributed to Cropper and Taji prisons before 
Bucca's closure. He pointed out that Taji prison will be transferred to the Iraqi government by 
next January, coinciding with the Reform Academy opening in the U.S. Fujar Base near 
Baghdad Airport. 

Sayab added that the academy costs $28 million and it includes a prison, new technology and 
means to train and graduate the reform prison personnel in Iraq. Cropper at the Airport is the 
last facility to be handed over to the Iraqis. Reporters will cover Bucca's closure. 

In 2006, the U.S. forces transferred detainees from prisons Abu-Ghraib in Baghdad and Sussa 
in the north to the Iraqi government, without handing over the prisons. Bucca is the third 
prison to be closed since 2006. 

Gen. Quantock, Commander of U.S. Task Force 134 in Iraq, stressed previously that Bucca 
will remain under U.S. supervision after its closure. It might be used as a base for the 
withdrawal from Iraq towards Kuwait. Bucca is considered one of the most important and 
largest U.S. detention centers in Iraq and the only one in southern Iraq. It contained a large 
number of detainees since the closure of Abu Ghraib. 

5. Four Mortar Shells Land Near U.S. Embassy in Green Zone as Biden Visits 
(Baghdad) 
 
Vice President Joseph R. Biden Jr. arrived here on Tuesday for two days of talks with Iraqi 
leaders, and shortly after saying he was headed to bed for the night at the American Embassy, 
four mortar shells landed nearby around the heavily fortified Green Zone. 

Mr. Biden, making his second unannounced visit here as vice president in little more than 
three months, was never in imminent danger, but the attack underscored the violence that 
remains a backdrop to American efforts to promote political reconciliation. 



 

"I'm here to listen," Mr. Biden said of his plans to meet with Prime Minister Nuri Kamal al-
Maliki and an array of other senior leaders, many of whom remain at odds. 

At least two Iraqis were killed and five wounded in the attack, according to the Ministry of 
the Interior. Two mortar rounds landed in an apartment complex only a few hundred feet from 
the sprawling embassy compound, according to witnesses. 

It was not clear if the attack in the Green Zone - a recurring, if not frequent occurrence - was 
aimed at Mr. Biden's entourage. But word of his arrival at Baghdad International Airport at 
4:20 on a hot, dusty afternoon had been widely broadcast. 

The attack began shortly after 7 p.m. Flashes typical of mortar fire could be seen in the 
Karada neighborhood across the Tigris River from the embassy. Inside the embassy 
compound, a piercing "duck and cover" alarm began moments after the American military 
commander, Gen. Ray Odierno, told reporters traveling with Mr. Biden that security remained 
at its lowest levels since the war began - despite major bomb attacks like the ones on Aug. 19 
that badly damaged two government ministries and killed at least 132 people. 

American helicopters swiftly appeared over the neighborhood where the mortar attack 
originated, while ambulances and fire trucks moved toward the apartment complex that was 
hit. A third shell apparently landed harmlessly on the banks of the Tigris; the fourth landed 
nearby. 

Shortly after the attack, Iraqi police officers opened fire on a car speeding down Palestine 
Street in eastern Baghdad. That prompted an American patrol to open fire on the Iraqi police 
in the confusion. "We had to hide behind blast walls," an Iraqi officer said, speaking on 
condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to speak to reporters. 

No one was killed in the cross-fire. The driver of the car was arrested after the police found 
materials that could be used in a mortar attack, the officer said. 

Mr. Biden, appointed by President Obama to oversee the administration's Iraq policy as 
American troops begin to withdraw, did not come to discuss security as much as politics. On 
Wednesday he is to meet not only Mr. Maliki, but also the Iraqi president, both vice 
presidents, the deputy prime minister, the speaker of Parliament and Kurdish leaders, as well 
as the new United Nations representative. 

Mr. Biden, who visited Iraq in January as a senator and the vice president-elect, told reporters 
that he had built "some degree of trust" with Mr. Maliki and other Iraqi leaders and acted as 
"an interlocutor on their behalf" in his personal meetings and what he described as "basically 
weekly" telephone calls. 

Iraq's leaders are often at odds, and they have openly quarreled in recent weeks over security 
and diplomacy in the aftermath of the Aug. 19 bombings, trading accusations of 
responsibility. Mr. Maliki's government has accused Syria of providing a haven to extremists 
who might have been involved in those attacks, even as others, including a potential rival, 
Vice President Adel Abdul Mahdi, said such accusations were premature. Despite what seems 



 

to be waning American influence in Iraq, Mr. Biden said he hoped to help the country's 
leaders resolve "outstanding political issues," including the legislation necessary to hold 
parliamentary elections in January and to distribute oil revenues. 

The elections, now scheduled for Jan. 16, have colored almost everything the government has 
done - or not done - in recent weeks, paralyzing Parliament as leaders and their parties jockey 
for position. "I think there has been progress," Mr. Biden said when asked why no significant 
progress had occurred since his last visit, in July. 

At the same time, he acknowledged that there was little hope of resolving the most pressing 
issues until after the elections. "A successful election is the necessary condition for these 
outstanding political issues to be resolved," he said. Another focus of Mr. Biden's visit will be 
tensions between Arabs and Kurds over 15 disputed territories along the sectarian fault line in 
northern Iraq that runs from Kirkuk to Mosul. 

General Odierno - at the request of Mr. Maliki, according to American commanders - has 
begun planning joint patrols in the region that would include American, Iraqi and Kurdish 
regional soldiers. Shortly after Mr. Biden's visit in July, Mr. Maliki and Massoud Barzani, the 
president of the semiautonomous Kurdish region, met in Erbil after barely speaking to each 
other for more than a year and began discussing the proposal. 

The proposal, however, has prompted public protests from Arab and Turkmen leaders in the 
north, and so far no joint patrols have begun. General Odierno said Tuesday night that the 
intention was to prevent extremists from exploiting the gaps along the disputed territories 
where Iraq's national forces face off again Kurdish forces. 

"What we're trying to eliminate are these seams," he said. 

In July, Mr. Biden pointedly warned Iraq that the United States would be unlikely to remain 
engaged in the country if its leaders reverted to sectarian violence, but his visit this week 
suggested that the administration was deepening its efforts here after what many Iraqis 
perceived as an initial period of drift. "I'll be back again," Mr. Biden said. 

6. Al-Butayrah Military Base attacked by Katyusha rockets (Al-Sharqiya TV) 
 
Al-Butayrah Military Base attacked by Katyusha rockets Al-Butayrah Military Base which is 
10 Km to the south of Al-Amarah city, the center of Maysan Governorate, in southern Iraq 
last night came under shelling with four Katyusha rockets targeting the 38th brigade of the 
10th Iraqi army division which stationed in the airport without knowing the size of losses. 

7. U.S. military closing Camp Bucca prison (UPI) 
 
The U.S. military in Iraq said it would close its Camp Bucca detention facility in southern 
Iraq within days, transferring remaining prisoners to Iraqi custody. Humanitarian agencies 
made various claims of human-rights abuses at the prison facility in the southern city of 
Basra, ranging from insults to Islam to long-term isolation from the outside world. Released 



 

detainees tell Iraqi analytical site Niqash that al-Qaida members enforce their own version of 
law behind the prison walls. 

Shatha al-Ubousi, a lawmaker on the Iraqi Human Rights Committee, said the closure of the 
detention facility is a positive step. 

"The closure of the Camp Bucca is a step forward in overcoming the dark memories of Iraqi 
detainees," the lawmaker said. The number of prisoners held at Camp Bucca is down from 
slightly more than 26,000 in 2008 to around 540. 

The U.S. Army, which controls the facility, is in the process of handing over the remaining 
detainees to Iraqi authorities and moving ahead with plans to transform the prison into a 
military base. 

Detainee release policies at Camp Bucca came under fire when it emerged that a former 
prisoner there played a role in the Aug. 19 bombings in Baghdad that killed more than 100 
people. The closure of the Camp Bucca prison center is scheduled to proceed following the 
conclusion of prisoner transfers, which began earlier this week. 

8. China Trains Afghans and Iraqis in Mine Clearing (HONG KONG) 
 
The Chinese military said Tuesday that it had begun training 40 officers from Iraq and 
Afghanistan to clear and defuse land mines. 

China has trained 300 mine specialists from 15 countries over the past decade, its Foreign 
Ministry said in a statement. Most recently, in June, 20 Sudanese soldiers completed a six-
week demining course in Nanjing. 

The training of foreign mine-clearing specialists appears to serve the dual purpose of assisting 
in China's steadily expanding search abroad for oil and gas, including projects in Sudan, Iraq, 
Iran, Angola and Ethiopia, and burnishing China's image in the world. 

The Chinese Foreign Ministry has described the demining course as "an important step in the 
Chinese government's active participation in international mine-clearing," although Beijing 
has refused to sign the international treaty to ban anti-personnel mines, also known as the 
Ottawa Treaty. 

The United States, Russia and India also have not signed the protocol. The training is 
expected to be of extra help to the Iraqis. In recent months, the country has suffered a surge in 
violent attacks by insurgents, especially in their use of improvised explosive devices that 
essentially function like high-powered land mines. Bomb-detection techniques and the 
defusing of explosives remain important skills for military units and security forces there. 

Tensions in Iraq have also increased over developments at the Adhab field, southeast of 
Baghdad. China National Petroleum Corporation, a state-owned company, has struck oil at the 
Ahdab field, in Wasit Province, but local dissatisfaction has led the Chinese company to 
worry about security even as it has already posted guards at the site. 



 

Angry that the Ahdab field has not delivered an expected boon of jobs and infrastructure 
development, local farmers have wrecked generators, punctured pipelines, severed electrical 
cables and intimidated Chinese workers.   

9. "Daughters of Iraq" members and the news of three female suicide bombers existing 
in Baqubah (Radio Dijla website) 
 
Daughters of Iraq in Diyala, Wijdan al-Hamiri related tight security measures and forces 
distribution in the central markets in the city. Intelligence information stated the existence of 
three female suicide bombers ready to blow themselves up in Baqubah. 

Hamiri added according to intelligence information, Al-Qaeda trained three female suicide 
bombers and placed them in different locations in the center of Baqubah, awaiting the 
execution of orders. 

Hamiri stated that as soon as they received the information, they intensified inspection 
measures and they were dispersed in the markets and at the public services gates in the 
province. The information should be treated with vigilance and dealt with seriously according 
to the data. 

10. Patrols On Porous Iraqi Borders Yield Limited Success (NPR) 
 
Amid a recent rash of bombings and attacks throughout Iraq, the country's security forces are 
trying to expand their presence along the vast porous desert borders with Syria, Iran and other 
neighboring states. 

Caches of weapons and explosives are being unearthed, and military officials believe a few 
favorite smuggling routes have been disrupted. But significant challenges remain. 

Under the new U.S.-Iraqi security arrangements, border enforcement is now primarily the job 
of Iraqi forces ð with training and support provided by American troops. It's a new approach 
to an effort that began five years ago. And the first thing a visitor to the desert near the Iranian 
border in southeastern Iraq's Maysan province notices is that this time, things actually seem to 
be working. 

In the fall of 2004, the U.S. military invited NPR and other media in Baghdad on a border 
tour. The Marine colonel who led the trip was surprised and irritated to find reporters along, 
and it soon became clear why. The border forts visited on the trip were severely under-
equipped, and manned by depressed and frustrated Iraqi soldiers. 

One border guard, who didn't give his name for fear of retribution, waited until the officers 
were out of earshot before explaining that he and his colleagues had been dumped out in this 
isolated post without even the most basic tools to carry out their mission.  

"A border fort was blown up. How could they fight? They didn't have the weapons they 
needed. How can they stay there? Shouldn't they be given weapons? A police colonel goes to 
the front to protect the border, and he has only five bullets in his gun. He has to buy the gas 



 

for his truck out of his own pocket. The vehicles have no spare tires," the guard said.   
Increased Resources, Morale Help Stymie Smuggling 

Five years later, border security is still a work in progress. But now the Iraqis have weapons, 
their own Humvees and, perhaps most important, a track record of successes to boost their 
morale. 

Conditions are still brutal. On a recent morning, the searing summer wind was inescapable as 
it whipped across the open desert, sanding everything with a fine brown grit.  

At a camp in Maysan province outside the city of Amara, Iraqi Maj. Gen. Habib Moussa 
presided over a display of weapons discovered in recent raids. 

There are machine guns, "sticky IEDs" ð the magnetic bombs that continue to do so much 
damage to Iraqi soldiers and civilians across the country ð a huge 240-millimeter rocket, and 
a large number of car jacks with Iranian Farsi script on the side. The general explains that a 
local tip the previous day led them to a small factory where these jacks were cleverly welded 
into rails for launching rockets. 

"These jacks look like a simple tool for raising up your car, but they are easily turned into 
something useful in an attack. They take two pieces of metal ... and they just weld it together 
and add a base, and it becomes a rail to fire a rocket from," Moussa explains. 

At another military base ð an Iraqi fort, some 400 yards from the border with Iran ð soldiers 
have a clear view of a dry riverbed that they believe has been a favorite smuggling route. 

Col. Peter Newell, commander of the U.S. Army's 1st Armored Division's 4th Brigade, says 
that once the Iraqi team at this fort was trained and operating, it immediately began 
uncovering sizeable and deadly caches ð recently made bombs and weapons that he says 
were clearly destined for use in Baghdad or other cities. But in recent weeks, those finds have 
dried up, suggesting that the smugglers have shifted to another route.  

"What [the Iraqis] think and what we think is that most of the guys who were importing 
[explosives and weapons] here have either gone to ground or have moved. The Iraqi army and 
Iraqi police have reduced so many of these things and detained so many guys that it's just not 
a popular place to smuggle right now," Newell says.  

Shifting Routes, Vast Marshlands Pose New Challenges But keeping the smugglers away is 
another matter.  

As with many Iraqi bases, there are still shortages of gasoline and supplies, and these men are 
being asked to cover huge chunks of territory. Newell says they are still struggling to come to 
grips with the massive Arab marshes just to the south. 

"The border forts are still too far apart. The border enforcement brigade is still at 60 percent 
capacity, under-equipped," he says. "There's a huge swamp out here, and until you've flown 
over it and seen it, you just can't appreciate the magnitude." 



 

Newell says the Iraqis need what he calls a "swamp cop" unit dedicated to the marshes, which 
are a world unto themselves where smuggling has long been a way of life. And with a severe 
drought forcing marsh fishermen and farmers out of business these days, smuggling is 
becoming more and more attractive. Making a new, more comprehensive attempt to tackle 
smuggling in the marshes may be the next phase of Iraq's effort to gain a semblance of control 
over its borders. 
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1. Iraqi poverty rate 31 percent, unemployment 18 percent (Radio Nawa) 
 
Kamal Basri, Iraqi government economic advisor, announced that Iraq is suffering from a 
number of difficulties, among them a poverty rate that remains high, reaching 31 percent with 
unemployment at 18 percent. 
 
Basri pointed to decline in gross domestic product (GDP), which is reflected in the atrophy of 
the principal sectors of the economy such as agriculture and industry. He indicated that these 
problems have led to weakness of per capita gross domestic product which is now 3,000 
dollars per year. He added that increases in the population and the decline of arable land 
makes Iraq import more than 85 percent of its food. 
 
He added that there is a need for a strategic vision in the federal budget for 2010-2014. 
Taking this into consideration, there is scarce investment allocation which aims to reduce 
unemployment by nine percent and increase GDP by 12 percent. This requires a number of 
measures be taken, firstly to increase government services through national and foreign 
investment and restructuring of the private sector. He also stressed that manifestations of 
administrative and financial corruption continue to reflect negatively on job performance and 
make Iraq an unattractive environment to foreign investment or as an incubator for private 
economic initiatives. He clarified that the economic portfolio is still run based on political 
criteria. This can be seen by the nature of the decisions that have been taken, the most 
prominent of which are manifestations of planning operational expenses and the weakness of 
government services. He noted that political conflict remains the source of what is obstructing 
necessary economic laws. 
 
Basri explained that the global crisis caused a sharp decline in oil prices and revenues, which 
was strongly reflected in policy on investment spending. However, current indicators and 
signs predict in improvement of the American economy. A summary of the expectations of 
international institutions for 2010 foresee an improvement in prices and gross domestic 
product. 
 
He indicated that the preliminary 2010-2014 budget ideally aims to use oil wealth to 
accelerate the establishment of a national oil company on a purely commercial basis. It will 
do this while proving a legal framework to guarantee the real benefits of foreign companies. 
He said that the issue remains what it is, meaning that the continuing failure of Iraq widens 
the gap between it and its neighbors and peers. He called for the issuing of government bonds 
to absorb liquidity. 
 
2. Iran, Iraq explore joint oil development (UPI) 
 



 

Iraqi officials said there are several ways to cooperate with Iran to develop and manage oil 
fields straddling their shared borders. Baghdad and Tehran signed a series of preliminary 
agreements regarding the management of joint oil and bilateral energy deals following official 
talks in July. 

The memorandum of understanding outlining those agreements defined the terms of the 
training of staffers in the energy sector as well as drilling and research operations. Sabah al-
Saadi, a legal and commercial adviser to the Iraq Oil Ministry, told the Voices of Iraq news 
agency that the two countries could move forward with direct investment, bilateral ventures or 
independent, third-party arrangements for joint oil fields. 

"There is a memorandum of understanding that was signed recently with Iran to solve the 
joint oil fields disputes," he added. Several oil fields straddle the border between Iran and 
Iraq. Iraq may hold some of the largest oil reserves in the world, with some estimates 
approaching 350 billion barrels. 

Iran, meanwhile, is among the top oil producers in the world with government estimates 
passing 130 billion barrels. 

3. Iraq cut the selling price to U.S. and is raising the price to Asia (Baghdad times) 
 
Iraq cut the selling price of crude oil to U.S. buyers and then raised the prices to Asian buyers. 
Oil Marketing Organization (Somo) said that Iraq has cut the official selling price of Basrah 
Light crude to U.S. buyers shipping October to $1.50, a level below $3.50 on the price of 
West Texas Intermediate. However, they raised the price of crude oil to Asian buyers to 
$0.60, while prices have settled to European buyers unchanged. 

4. European companies competing for Baghdad Metro Project (Baghdad times) 
 
At a cost of more than $3 billion, the Municipality of Baghdad nominated seven European 
companies out of 17 companies that applied for the implementation of the Baghdad Metro 
Project. 
 
Sabir al-Issawi Mayor of Baghdad said in a press statement, "The reasons for delay of the 
implementation of the metro project were due to the government controls and regulations." He 
pointed out that there was an intention to form a technical team with the Ministry of 
Transportation to study the seven bids for up to six months. 

Metro Baghdad is planning to have in the first and second line 41 stations underground, and a 
length of 39 kilometers. The cost of the Baghdad Metro Project is more than three billion 
dollars, according to studies that had been developed previously. It consists of the first two 
tracks along 18 km and includes 20 stations, and second track will be 21 km and includes 21 
stations. The project is expected to resolve a large part of traffic congestion experienced on 
most of the streets of Baghdad. 

5. Chamber of Commerce in Baghdad calls all commercial companies to participate in 
Baghdad International exhibition (Al-Iraq News website) 
 



 

Chamber of Commerce in Baghdad called all companies and German commercial service 
offices to an International Baghdad exhibition in November 2009. 
 
Chamber of Commerce President, Amjad al-Jaburi stated that the chamber invited all the 
companies to the exhibition to sign agreements with Iraqi companies. He added the German 
services offices were called to participate in the exhibition, so the traders in Baghdad will win 
contracts and their commercial certificates. 
 
6. Ministry of Electricity concerned about the shortage of fuel to operate generators (al-
Sabah) 
 
The Ministry of Electricity is concerned about the continuing shortage of fuel to operation 
units contracted from Siemens and General Electric. The Ministry of Oil confirmed it will 
continue supplying oil to power stations in order of priority. 

An official source at the Ministry of Electricity told Sabah newspaper that fuel shortage is one 
of the main problems facing the Electricity Ministry, as the shortage of oil has caused a 
number of generator units in Najaf, Taji, Hilla and Nasiriyah to idle. 

7. Start of Najaf- Pakistan flights next week (NAHRAIN) 
 
Transport Minister Amir Abdul-Jabbar announced the start of Najaf - Pakistan flights next 
week. It is noteworthy that Iraqi Airways has increased opening air routes between Iraq and 
the countries of the world and the last line was Baghdad - Doha.  

A statement issued by the ministry, a copy of which was received by the independent press 
agency, said that the minister during his visit to Najaf and his meeting with governor Adnan 
al-Zarqi and the provincial council pointed out to opening the lines, Manama - Najaf and 
Doha ï Najaf. This will increase the number of flights to the province stressing that the 
ministry is serious in its quest to increase the number of flights to all airports in Iraq. 

8. Iraq's Oil Exports Below 2 Million B/D Sep 1-10 (Newswires) 
 
Iraq's crude oil exports during the first 10 days of September were less than 2 million barrels a 
day, below the level Iraq had exported over the last two months, a senior Iraqi oil official said 
Tuesday. 

The official said crude oil production remained in the same level but local consumption of 
crude oil had increased over the last two weeks. "More crude oil has been pumped to Baiji 
refinery," he said. The refinery, 200 kilometers north of Baghdad, has a processing capacity of 
around 175,000 barrels a day. There were some maintenance issues in some production 
installations, he added. 

In August, Iraq exported some 2.009 million barrels a day, while in July the level was 2.035 
million. Iraq is eager to increase its exports in order to earn more revenues to rebuild the 
country's war-hit infrastructure. 



 

Iraq had earned some $24.6 billion from oil sales over the first eight months of this year, 
officials said. Baghdad had earned some $60 billion from oil sales in 2008 because of higher 
oil prices. 

9. Iraq seeks 30-year water plan to fight drought (Reuters) 
 
Iraq is studying offers from three foreign companies on putting together a strategic 30-year 
plan for managing its water resources during a lingering and damaging drought, the water 
resources ministry said on Tuesday. 

Water resources director Oun Thiab Abdullah said 15 companies had originally been invited 
to make submissions for the $50 million Project but only three -- a British, a Russian and an 
Italian consultancy ï showed interest. 

The finalist would be selected in a month, he said. The plan is intended to help the 
government set water resource policy for the next 30 years. "This (study) is important because 
of the big changes suffered as a result of decreasing water resources," said Abdullah. Iraq is 
mostly desert and its inhabitable areas are slaked by the Tigris, which comes down from 
Turkey, the Euphrates, also from Turkey but passing through Syria, and a network of smaller 
rivers from Iran, some of which feed the Tigris. 

Several years of severe drought have savaged Iraq's war-battered and investment-starved 
farming sector, turning a country that once exported food throughout the region into one of 
the world's top wheat and rice importers. 

In addition, hydroelectric dams in neighboring countries like Turkey have cut the flow of 
water down the main rivers, triggering angry protests by Iraqi officials. 

The study under tender will guide the government on "how to use the limited water in the best 
way to confront this decrease and the environmental changes. It is a master plan for Iraq," 
Abdullah said. 

10. Iraqi-Japanese economic conference in Baghdad early next month (al-Sabah) 
 
Sheikh Hamam Hammoudi, Chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee in the Council of 
Representatives discussed with the Japanese ambassador to Iraq, Shoji Okawa preparations 
for the Iraqi-Japanese economic conference to be held in Baghdad early next month. 

During the meeting they discussed the latest developments on the Iraqi scene and bilateral 
relations between the two countries and the crisis with Syria and the upcoming parliamentary 
alliances, the parties also discussed the economic conference that will be held in Baghdad 
early next month, as Sheikh Hammoudi called on Japan to have a role in the economic 
development of the country. 

For his part, Ambassador of Japan, confirmed Japan's serious desire to have a serious role in 
supporting the stability and prosperity of Iraq. 



 

11. The continuation of talks to reach an agreement to demarcate the limits of joint oil 
fields  (PUK media) 
 
Sabah al-Saadi, director of legal affairs and trade in department of oil contracts and licenses in 
the oil ministry, stressed that clear agreements on the demarcation of joint oil fields with both 
Iran and Kuwait was not reached. 

In an interview with the correspondent of Radio Sawa, Saadi said that the ministry is seeking 
to activate the agreements with neighboring countries, where an official delegation visited 
Iran to discuss the demarcation of the common fields and that there is another committee 
working with the Kuwaiti side. 

Saadi added that the oil ministry will continue announcing the fields of the common border 
for investment in the second round of licenses, such as the Majnoon oil field bordering with 
Iran and Petra field in Wasit province, which is also a border oil field with Iran. 
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1. Parliament gives ID100,000 to every family on Lesser Bairam (Aswat al-Iraq) 
 
The on Monday the proposal presented by the Sadrist bloc to give each Iraqi family ID 
100,000 on the ration card base, a lawmaker said. 

"The amount, which was suggested by the Sadrist bloc, will be distributed before the Lesser 
Bairam (Eidul Fitr)," Ghufran al-Saadi told Aswat al-Iraq news agency. 

"The suggestion faced opposition by the government's representative in the parliament for the 
absence of sufficient financial resources," she said, noting that the lawmakers insisted on it as 
the Finance Minister Baqer al-Zubaidi had said in the parliament once that the ministry has 
surplus of 4 billion Iraqi dinars. 

2. Traffic jams turned Baghdad into a stressful concrete jungle (Al-Rasheed TV) 
 
It is now a very common sight to see cars lined up for hours and for miles to clear check 
points or just simply because of heavy traffic, it happens twice a day but in the opposite 
directions, which reflects negatively on daily lives of citizens. 
 
One citizen said "it is so crowded, we have been waiting for almost an hour to clear the traffic 
jam, what the government is going to do about that, he asked?" 
 
Another citizen said "it took me one hour from Hilla to Baghdad, which I made in a good 
time, however, I drove for over an hour inside Baghdad and I'm not there yet." Add to this, 
bridges closing, street prohibited, which makes walking faster than driving inside Baghdad 
which turned into a depressing concrete box. 
 
3. House of Representatives staff demand land allocated to them (IPA website) 
 
House of Representatives staff demanded on Monday the distribution of the plots allocated to 
them. A source in the council said the protesters demanded the proper authorities to start the 



 

distribution of land allocated to them previously, near Jazirat al-Baghdad al-Siyahiyah 
(Touristic Island of Baghdad). 
 
The source added that MP met for the second time, since plots were distributed last year. The 
protesters demand for their allocated plots, as it was distributed to the PM and the president. 

4. Committee of Ownership Disputes compensates owners of properties plundered by 
old regime  (Al-Iraqiya TV) 
 
The clear shift in the Iraqi reality after the year 2003 put forward many options to the Iraqi 
community after suffering scarcity, including recovery of the plundered monies and real 
estate. 
 
A committee has been formed to solve Real Estate Issues in addition to hushing disputes 
caused by repressive and expediency policies practiced by the former regime. 
 
Administrative and judicial procedures undertaken for cases of properties plundered by the 
former regime resulted in owner receiving  funds allocated by the Committee of Ownership 
Disputes. This comes as part of GoI's mission in giving the rights back to their owners who 
were oppressed by the former regime. 
 
"I received compensation for the house I purchased, another citizen claimed it while I was 
travelling. I submitted a form for compensation, so they compensate me," said a citizen. 
 
"The tyrants [old regime] executed the engineer and the officer [referring to relatives] and 
confiscated the movable and immovable properties. We brought a claim and won the case. 
We received compensation, although it is not commensurate with the current prices," 
 
Portion 19 of 13.8 billion Iraqi dinar has been fully distributed to 161 beneficiaries. The 
committee promised to continue disbursements to all files in hand in order to give back the 
rights of exploited citizens all over Iraq. 
 
5. Zaydi offers apology to media, press after release (Radio Dijla) 
 
Muntazar al-Zaydi was released from prison today after spending nine months in prison. 
Immediately upon his release, he directed a word of apology for offending the press, media, 
and professionalism. He added that he did not intend any offense. 

A number of journalists gathered together to hear Zaydi speak. He expressed his thankfulness 
for being released after completing his sentence for throwing his shoes at former U.S. 
President George W. Bush. 

Head of the bar association Dhia al-Sa'adi said that previously the court had issued a decision 
stating that under conditions the court would release the journalist and exempt him from the 
remainder of his sentence in the amount of one year if he did not cause any problems. The 
decision was implemented he and he was released today. 

6. IOM says 1.6 million displaced in Iraq need work, shelter and food (KUNA) 
 



 

Spokesperson for the International Organization for Migration (IOM) said Tuesday that work, 
shelter and food topped the needs of the internally displaced in Iraq, considered to be around 
1.6 million people who were forced to flee their homes three and half years ago after the 2006 
bombing of the Samarra mosque in Iraq that triggered one of the worst displacement crisis in 
recent times. 

Releasing its bi-annual profiles of internal displacement throughout Iraq's 18 governorates 
today, the IOM had found that across the board, the three issues remained the most common 
concerns of nearly 224,000 internally displaced (IDP) families that it has assessed so far. 
Water too was emerging as a growing issue. In Muthana, more than half the displaced would 
gets their water from rivers, lakes or streams, posing a major health risk. The lack of access to 
clean water and the ensuing health problems was also highlighted in other governorates such 
as Anbar and Kirkuk, where the problem was exacerbated by distances to nearest health 
facilities, the spokesperson said. 
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1. Iraqi, Syrian, Turkish delegations to meet September 15 to resolve Iraqi-Syrian crisis 
(Al-Sharq al-Awsat) 
 
Iraqi-Syrian Security Committee Meets in Ankara Tomorrow says Iraqi Government 
Spokesman: "If Damascus Hands Over Wanted Persons Then we Will Withdraw our Demand 
for International Tribunal" 

The Iraqi Government has disclosed through its official Spokesman Dr. Ali al-Dabbagh that 
an Iraqi security delegation will leave for Turkey tomorrow to meet a Syrian security 
delegation in the presence of the Turkish side to deal with and contain the diplomatic Iraqi-
Syrian crisis.  He denied at the same time that PM Nuri al-Maliki would pay a visit to Turkey 
soon but said Turkish PM Recap Tayyip Erdogan would visit Baghdad in October. 

Baghdad withdrew its ambassador from Damascus after accusing Syria of harboring elements 
that planned the recent bloody bombings in the Iraqi capital killing and wounding hundreds. 
The Iraqi Government later demanded the establishment of an international tribunal to 
investigate the bombings that targeted the Foreign and Finance Ministries. 

Dabbagh said in statements to Al-Sharq al-Awsat that "an Iraqi security delegation will leave 
for Ankara on Tuesday (tomorrow) to meet Turkish and Syrian security committees. The Iraqi 
side will present the evidence and proof it had reached concerning the Wednesday bombings." 

He added that this meeting follows a bilateral agreement between Maliki and Erdogan and 
also Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari's meetings in Cairo. Turkey will play the mediator's 
role. 

A quadripartite meeting was held in Cairo last week between Zebari, his Turkish counterpart 
Ahmad Davudoglu, Syrian Foreign Minister Walid al-Mu'allim and Arab League Secretary 



 

General Amr Musa to resolve the crisis and persuade Iraq to withdraw its demand for an 
internationa tribunal. 

Dabbagh stressed that "Iraq does not object to containing the situation and restoring relations 
with Syria through dialogue and diplomatic channels" and asserted that "the Iraqi side's 
demands from Syria to hand over the wanted persons present in its territories remain because 
of their association with the terrorist operations. If we see that Syria is cooperating with us in 
this then the Iraq side will cancel the international tribunal's issue. We are hoping that the 
Syrian side will cooperate with us in this. Iraq is turning toward an understanding with the 
Syrian side to contain the situation and not go through the international tribunal solution." 

Regarding the evidence which Iraq would present during these sessions, Dabbagh said, "There 
are clear and frank confessions. This confession is indisputable. There is, in addition to this 
evidence, a number of relations, financing, planning, coordination, and documents of similar 
terrorist operations that provide clear evidence that there is coordination at advanced levels 
between the groups present in Syria and the armed organizations present in Iraq and this backs 
the confessions." 

On the demands of the Arab League and Syria from Iraq at the quadripartite meetings, the 
Iraqi spokesman said, "The talk at these meetings revolved around presenting the documents 
and evidence the Iraqi side has even though the Iraqi foreign minister said several times that 
Syria was not the target and his aim was to protect his citizens only." 

He denied that Maliki intends to visit Turkey and stressed that Erdogan would pay a short 
visit to Baghdad next month. He announced that a high-level ministerial delegation would 
leave Baghdad for Ankara on Thursday to prepare for the meetings of the Higher Iraqi-
Turkish Committee under the two countries' foreign ministers and which would be held on 
September 17 and 18 in Istanbul and review what has been achieved. He added that eight 
ministers from Iraq and their Turkish counterparts would attend these meetings for the 
purpose of activating the strategic cooperation agreement. 

A high-level Iraqi official had reported Maliki's anticipated visit to Cairo and Ankara in 
October. Dabbagh said the ministerial delegation would raise many issues in Turkey, most 
importantly the water problem and how to reach an official solution that is satisfactory to all 
parties and there are also the transport, energy, technology, diplomatic, and other dossiers and 
the committee would also discuss activating the strategic cooperation council. 

2. Kurdish groups may call for conference (UPI) 
 
The main pro-Kurdish party in Turkey plans to discuss the so-called Kurdish question and 
push for a broader conference to tackle the issue with Iraqi leaders. 

Iraqi President Jalal Talabani, a Kurd, and Massoud Barzani, thepresident of the Kurdish 
government in Iraq, host a delegation Tuesday in Erbil for members of Turkey's pro-Kurdish 
Democratic Society Party, or DTP, to discuss the so-called Kurdish question. 



 

Kurdish leaders may also consider pushing a Kurdish conference in the region to discuss their 
own initiatives, Turkish daily Today's Zaman reports. 

Ankara put forward a sweeping plan to find a political solution to lingering issues with the 
Kurdish minority in Turkey earlier this year. Leaders with the DTP are expected to lobby for a 
conference to gather the Kurdish diaspora and regional groups to discuss their plans for a 
political solution. If the conference goes forward, the Kurdistan Regional Government of Iraq 
may host the summit, inviting Kurdish leaders in Europe, Iran, Syria, Iraq and Turkey. 

Ankara is scheduled to unveil its roadmap for the Kurdish question by October. Pro-Kurdish 
groups were expecting a statement on the issue from imprisoned Kurdish guerrilla leader 
Abdullah Ocalan, though his lawyers were unable to obtain his message. 

3. Delegation of Kurdish party in Turkey arrives in Sulaimaniya (Aswat al-Iraq) 
 
A high-ranking delegation from DTP Kurdish party in Turkey arrived in Sulaimaniya 
International Airport on Tuesday in response to an official invitation from the PUK politburo, 
according to the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) Web site. 

The delegation will hold several meetings with the officials in Kurdistan region regarding the 
"Democratic Initiative" of the Turkish government to solve the Kurdish issue in Turkey, the 
PUK said. The delegation was received in the airport by the members of PUK politburo Mala 
Bakhtiyar and Saadi Ahmed Pera, a number of PUK leadership committee, MPs of Kurdistan 
region parliament and governmental officials. 

The DTP delegation included the party's secretary-general Ahmed Turk, his aid Emina Ayna, 
MP Sabahat Tunjel, a number of the party's officials and PUK representative in Ankara Mr. 
Bahroz Galali. 
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