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A. POLITICS 
 

A.1.  Iraq's Kurdish Parties Unite Ahead Of Elections (Reuters) 

Iraq's Kurdish parties have announced the creation of a new Kurdish political bloc ahead of 
the January general election, RFE/RL's Radio Free Iraq reported. 

The Kurdish alliance will gather 14 parties, including the two biggest parties -- the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK) led by Iraqi President Jalal Talabani and the Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP) of Kurdish regional government (KRG) President Masud Barzani. 

Three Kurdish parties -- Jamaa Islamia, the Islamic Kurdish Union, and the Change (Goran) 
party -- have decided to stay out of the bloc and represent the opposition. Officials from those 
three parties said they would provide independent lists for the elections, which are scheduled 
for January 18. 

Kosrat Rasool Ali, a senior PUK member and a vice president of the KRG, said the 14 
political parties have agreed to enter the election under the name Kurdish Coalition. Fadhil 
Mirani, a secretary of the KDP office in Irbil, said that the new coalition unites different 
political views and ethnic groups "such as socialists, Islamic [ones], and also Turkomans." 
Mirani added that the decision for the three parties to remain outside the coalition is 
"respected." 
 
He said Kurds need to be unified given the limitations on the KRG authorities in Iraq. Sinkol 
Jabouk, a member of the Kurdish Coalition and a well-known Turkoman politician, said she 
hopes the new alliance will lead to the application of article 140 of the constitution about 
disputed areas between Baghdad and Irbil, including Kirkuk -- Iraq's northern oil hub -- that is 
an uneasy ethnic mix of Kurds, Arabs, and Turkomans, and will reflect on "the brotherhood 
[that exists] between different parties in Kirkuk." 

A.2.  As Iraq Prepares For Polls, Donors Must Step Up To The Plate To Ensure Stability 
(Reuters) 

Iraq is entering a crucial period with national elections slated for January, and the 
international community must help it deliver basic services in "critically under-funded" 
sectors to ensure stability, Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon says in a new report on the strife-
torn country. 

"The challenge is to consolidate the hard-earned gains that have been made," he stresses in the 
report to the Security Council, citing the agreement between political parties over the election 
law and the greater responsibility assumed by Iraqi security forces from the United States in 
fighting insurgents. 

"I now appeal to all political blocs and their leaders to demonstrate true statesmanship during 
the election campaign and participate in a spirit of national unity.  I also encourage all Iraqis 
to exercise their right to vote in these upcoming elections which will shape their country's 
future." 



 

He calls on the Federal Government in Baghdad and the leadership of the Iraqi Kurdistan 
region to resolve their differences through meaningful dialogue, particularly on disputed 
internal boundaries and sharing of natural resources, terming this an "essential" requirement 
for bringing political stability and lasting peace to the country. 

While noting the progress Iraqi forces have made in restricting insurgent activity and 
shielding the population from potential attacks, Mr. Ban warns that coordinated deadly 
assaults on key Government institutions serve as a reminder of the threat from those who seek 
to undermine the country's continuing democratization. 

"In the face of these and other deplorable attacks, however, the Iraqi people have not been 
deterred. They have demonstrated their determination not to allow such attacks to stand in the 
way of democratic progress," he adds, calling the elections "a historic opportunity for Iraq and 
a crucial step forward for national reconciliation" that could go a long way towards 
strengthening Iraq's sovereignty and independence. 

He reaffirms the U.N. commitment to continue to support and assist Iraq, where the 
Organization has maintained an assistance mission known by its acronym UNAMI since 
2003. 

Turning to humanitarian issues, recovery and development, Mr. Ban warns that the 2009 
consolidated appeal for Iraq is still only 44 percent funded - nearly $135 million from the 
revised mid-year requirement of almost $309 million.  "Many sectors remain critically under-
funded, especially agriculture and mine action," he writes, urging donors to continue to 
demonstrate their support. 

"Following the successful conduct of national elections, there will also be a need for the 
Government of Iraq, together with the support of the international community, to improve the 
delivery of basic utilities an accelerate the pace of reconstruction and development in the 
country," he adds, stressing the need for a healthier economy that raises the living standards 
of ordinary citizens. 

The Government and the U.N. are considering the establishment of a multi-donor trust fund in 
2010 to focus on transition programming for capacity building, job creation, better services 
and civic participation for all vulnerable groups, and Mr. Ban urges donors to explore this 
option in addition to ongoing bilateral arrangements to achieve the maximum possible 
operational coherence for the UN in Iraq. 

He also calls for humanitarian and development support to tackle the drought and 
desertification crisis, with rainfall still 50 percent below normal levels, river flows ebbing, 
and potable water at only two thirds its required 10 million cubic meters per day. 

A.3.  Ayad Jamal al-Din will not form a coalition with corrupted politicians (Reuters) 

Speaking in Baghdad to a wide range of media, Ayad Jamal al-Din and 100 leading members 
of the movement spoke about the intimidation and threats the Iraqi press experience from 
politicians trying to prevent the corruption within government being exposed. 



 

Mr. Jamal al-Din had considered forming a coalition but, as yet, has been unable to find a 
party that he believed was not corrupt.  Earlier this week he released a statement in disgust at 
this week's Iraqi court ruling which fined the Guardian newspaper for reporting criticism of 
the Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki.  It read "This is a disgraceful attack on press freedom.  It 
is a definition of democracy that there is freedom of the press to which Ahrar and I am 
committed." 

Described by New York Times columnist Tom Friedman as having the courage to tell the 
truth on Iraq, Jamal al-Din promises to bring real change to Iraq.  Ahrar's plans to fight 
corruption, unite Iraq, stand firm against the influence of interfering neighbours and to finally 
offer jobs, security, electricity, running water and hope for all Iraqis. 

The leading members of the movement, more than 25% of which are women, represent Sunni, 
Shia, Kurd and Christian faiths. 

A.4.  Iraq VP threatens to veto vote law over refugees (Reuters) 

Iraq's Sunni Arab vice president threatened on Sunday to veto a new election law unless seats 
in parliament are allocated to Iraqi refugees, casting fresh uncertainty over the January 
election. 

Vice President Tareq al-Hashemi told parliament the law had to be altered to give a voice to 
Iraqis abroad. Many of them are members of Iraq's once-dominant Sunni Muslim community 
who fled after Saddam Hussein's ouster in 2003 unleashed a sectarian war. 

"Unfortunately this law did not give fair treatment to the large numbers of Iraqi refugees 
outside Iraq, who were forced to leave their country for reasons beyond their control," 
Hashemi said in a letter to parliament, adding that he would use his veto power unless the 
changes were incorporated. 

The vice president's veto threat raised doubts about whether Iraq would be able to hold a 
general election in January. 

The electoral authorities need time to prepare for the ballot, expected to take place between 
Jan. 18-23. The vote is viewed as a major milestone as Iraq emerges from 6-1/2 years of 
bloodshed and stands on its own feet while U.S. forces withdraw. 

The election date had been in question for weeks because of a dispute pitting ethnic Kurds 
against Arabs and Turkmen on how to conduct the vote in the northern city of Kirkuk, which 
Kurds claim as their ancestral home. 

The differences were ironed out a week ago following pressure from United Nations and U.S. 
officials. Any delay to the election could affect U.S. plans to end combat operations on Aug. 
31, 2010, ahead of a full pullout by the end of 2011. 

The electoral law allocates five percent of the 323 seats in the next parliament to minorities, 
such as Christians, and internally displaced Iraqis living away from their homes. But it does 



 

not give any representation to the as many as two million Iraqi refugees it is estimated are 
living abroad. 

Hashemi, one of Shi'ite Muslim-run Iraq's two vice presidents and a member of a presidential 
council that has a veto power over legislation, said the electoral law should be changed to 
include refugees. 

The percentage of seats allocated for the displaced, minorities and refugees should be raised 
to 15 percent, he said. "This law is sick and tomorrow it will be returned to the hands of its 
creators (parliament), either to give it the necessary treatment or subject it to surgery," 
Hashemi said, refusing to approve the law in its current state. 

A.5.  Al-Sulaymaniyah Governor Dana Ahmad Majeed has submitted his resignation 
(Al-Sharqiya TV) 

Al-Sulaymaniyah Governor Dana Ahmad Majeed has submitted his resignation to the Council 
of Ministers of the Kurdistan Region for political reasons according to him. 

A member of the Al-Sulaymaniyah Governorate Council Anwar Sankawi quoted the governor 
saying that he faces incumberances while performing his duties due to his belonging to a 
particular political side. 

Sankawi added that Mas'oud Barzani president of the Kurdistan Region will consider 
Majeed's resignation after he returns from his European tour. 

A.6.  Electıons And Electıon Law (Al-Iraqiya TV) 

Prior to his departure for a state visit to France, the President of Iraq held a meeting with the 
IHEC Chair Mr. Farag Al-Haidarie in which the reviewed the realities on the Election ground, 
the inherent challenges posed by the process.  Haidarie in a subsequent pres conference that 
the Tuesday November 17 is considered a crucial date on which the final Election Date shall 
be designated.  He added that determining such date has become among the hurdles to be 
added to the docket of impediments to the law of which its (fait) shall be sealed on Tuesday 
November 17. 

Vice President Tariq Al-Hashimi had dispatched a message to the Speaker of Parliament in 
which he pointedly made clear the need to realistically consider the clause relevant to, and 
addressing the proportional representation of Immigrants. Hashimi called for an increase of 
the proportion from 5 % to 15% of the total number of seats in Parliament. 

Hashimi declined to endorse the Elections Law in its current version as it reads.  He called on 
members of Parliament as a condition to proportionally increase the rate of compensatory 
seats to become 15 percent of the votes. 

Hashimi who was in a videotaped interview said "nationally, there is a consensus within 
Parliament the Iraqi within and without are calling for instituting the necessary amendment 
everyone expects from Tariq Al-Hashimi to address the imbalance in the best possible 
manner... I intend to do so institutionally and systematically, the message (refereeing to his 



 

message to the Speaker) is the first step toward adjusting the inherent imbalance within the 
law.  Hence, and as the premise of the last line in the letter clearly suggests 'I cannot endorse 
the Election Law in its current version;'  i.e. I shall exercise by constitutional powers in the 
event such imbalance is not remedied." 

In a statement to the news outlet a Member of Parliament Ms. Bushrah Al-Kinani stated that 
"it is the Vice President's prerogative to Express his proviso toward the law."  She indicated 
that in the event the law is vetoed, such measure may lead to the deferment of elections to 
another date. 

Delegate Mohsen Al-Saadoun a member of the legal committee in Parliament, expressed his 
conviction that the Primacy Council's household vetoing of the Election Law is bound to 
impact the time-line designated for national elections on January 18, 2010.  Saadoun said in 
the event that such veto may occur members of Parliament shall be compelled to make the 
necessary amendments to the law. 

A.7.  Iraq Sunni Arab VP demands changes to election law (AP) 

Iraq's Sunni Arab vice president says he cannot approve the country's election law unless 
changes are made giving Iraqis living abroad more guaranteed seats in parliament, throwing 
the country's national vote in January into question. 

Tareq al-Hashimi said in a letter to lawmakers Sunday that the billpassed by parliament 
earlier this month "did not give fair treatment" toIraqis outside the country. 

He said he "cannot approve the law in its current form" and demanded changes in order to 
ensure greater representation for voters outside of Iraq. 

Most of the estimated 2 million Iraqis who fled the violence in their homeland are Sunni 
Arabs. The vast majority now live in Jordan and Syria. 

A.8.  1,100,000 Iraqis will vote abroad (Sot Al-Iraq) 

IHEC chairman, Faraj Al-Haydari, said, "According to information received by the 
commission from the Iraqi Embassies, diplomatic missions abroad and international 
organizations, 1,100,000 Iraqis residing abroad are eligible to vote in the upcoming elections." 

Haydari pointed out that the commission requested to open polling stations in 23 foreign 
countries, and is currently awaiting their response. 

A.9.  IHEC calls for moral support (Sot Al-Iraq) 

At a time when the IHEC values the efforts by the Council of Representatives in this critical 
stage in our history, and the rise of its members above party's interests, and their combined 
efforts in ratifying the election law; we would like to stress to them the sensitive function of 
the commission and its efforts in preparing for the upcoming elections in 2010. 



 

During these times, statements have been made aiming to damage the reputation of the 
commission and its members, and these statements could affect the work of the commission 
and reflect negatively on its members. 

In that context, we call on all political factions, blocs, trends and parties, to stand by the 
commission, and ask the respected MPs to morally support the commission and its efforts to 
achieve fair, transparent and integral elections; which could reflect positively on the 
commission and its credibility. 

A.10.  VP Hashimi seeks to increase compensatory seats to 15 percent (Radio Sawa) 

The Iraqi VP Tariq al-Hashimi said that he cannot sign the election law in its current text 
because he is not convinced with the number of seats that the bill has granted to Iraqis 
residing abroad. 

In a letter sent to the chairman and the members of the Council of Representatives, Hashimi 
asked for increasing the compensatory seats from 5 percent to 15. 

Hashimi stressed the current election bill is not fair to a large segment of Iraqis living abroad 
and hoping he would receive a positive response from the Parliament on his proposal to 
increase the number of compensatory seats in the election bill. 

A.11.  IHEC President Faraj al-Haydari calls for international organizations to send 
election monitors to Iraq (Al-Arabiya) 

The Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) has sent one-hundred invitations to 
individuals and international organizations to send election monitors to Iraq for the elections 
taking place on the 21st January. Haydari confirmed in an exclusive statement to al-Arabiyah 
that a number of these organizations have welcomed the invitation to be part of this major 
electoral event in Iraq.  

Haydari: "We sent invitations to more than 100 countries - to organizations, embassies, civil 
society organizations, and from the remainder - even to presidents of European countries and 
to America, including to Jimmy Carter. IHEC also sent invitations to European countries, 
Australia, most countries in the world, and international organizations such as the EU, Arab 
League, and the Islamic Conference to monitor." 

A.12.  Iraq's President Talabani to meet Sarkozy in France (DPA) 

Iraqi President Jalal Talabani is to travel to Paris on Monday for talks with his French 
counterpart Nicolas Sarkozy, officials confirmed Sunday.  

Talabani and Sarkozy are expected to discuss relations between the two countries during the 
visit, which Talabani aides said was crucial for the advancement of agreements.  

The meeting follows on the invitation of Sarkozy and will be their third since 2005.  

A.13.  Was the Iraq war worth it? A divided city tries to answer (Washington Post) 



 

In Samarra and across Iraq, the Americans won over erstwhile enemies and crippled cells of 
extremists they deemed "irreconcilable." They redrew the power structure, injected billions 
into the economy, and trained and equipped a vast Iraqi security apparatus that, while wobbly 
and disjointed, has in many ways exceeded expectations.  

In crucial cities such as Samarra, the central government set up security centers that reported 
to Baghdad.  

Provincial and municipal authorities, particularly those in heavily Sunni areas ignored by the 
Shiite-led Baghdad government, grew dependent on U.S. funds and expertise. They remain so 
today, even as the money and manpower start to dwindle. Samarra's mayor has no public 
budget, carries a revolver to work and, albeit graciously, punts more questions than he 
answers when the subject turns to security, politics and life after the American withdrawal. 
He's happy, though, to talk about how much the Americans have done for his city.  

Other leaders are more blunt. "All those top leaders in power now, they each have an army on 
standby," said Wasim Hamad Hawas, the self-described founder of the first resistance group 
that fought the Americans in Samarra, only to eventually make amends and get on the U.S. 
payroll. "They will fight us as soon as the Americans aren't standing in the middle."  

As Whitehurst and some of his men walked around the city shortly before leaving, residents 
flocked over, clamoring for micro grants, bundles of cash the U.S. military has handed out to 
thousands of Iraqis in recent years to jump-start local economies.  

Even though Whitehurst was with one of his Iraqi Army counterparts, residents turned to him 
and his captains, identifiable by their rank patches, to air grievances.  

Iraqi soldiers and police officers are omnipresent in Samarra these days. They respond 
buoyantly when asked about their readiness to keep things calm after the Americans leave.  

"People don't like seeing American soldiers walking in the cities," said Gen. Rashid 
Muhammed Zahir, head of the Samarra operations command, who has warm relations with 
the Americans. "They want to see the Americans just stay in one or two bases."  

But some U.S. soldiers express skepticism about how well the Iraqis will do when they're on 
their own.  

"They have the tools to protect their country. They have the equipment and the training," said 
1st Sgt. Jeremiah Conachan, 33, of Milwaukie, Ore. "I just don't know if they have the heart. . 
. . The sun comes up; it's 8 in the morning. You can get an hour of work from these guys, and 
then they're done -- done for the day."  

Was it worth it?  

I posed that question to several of Whitehurst's men in August during a visit to their outpost 
near Samarra, which is now closed. Many said it was. Children no longer throw rocks at 
Americans. Attacks against U.S. troops are as low as they've ever been. They were leaving 



 

behind schools and clinics and small businesses that the soldiers hope years from now will be 
the cornerstone of the American legacy in Iraq.  

There were skeptics in the crowd, too.  

We're sitting here in the middle of a little revolution between Iraqis, and we're sitting here 
being security guards," said Spec. Lorenzo Sanchez, 34, of West Covina, Calif. "We should 
let them do their thing and get out of their way."  

I ran into Sanchez one night as he was emptying sandbags. He was being punished, he 
explained, because he tacked additional days to his two-week home leave to spend time with 
his 2-year-old daughter. Having been deployed three times to Iraq, he said, he was leaving "a 
lost man," with no hope for the country.  

"How do you tell someone's parents that their kids died in Iraq?" he asked. "For what 
purpose? I mean, at the beginning, when we first invaded Iraq, it was for our freedoms, for 
our rights. . . . Well, here we are a few years later, and is it really for our freedoms and our 
rights?"  

He continued, thinking of what a fallen soldier's mother might be told: " 'Your son died for, 
well we're not sure, but he fought a good fight.' "  

Whitehurst had to answer that question from a father who approached him in March 2008 in 
Hawaii, minutes before he was to address the parents of 19 men who had returned home in 
coffins.  

"I just want to know one thing," the father asked. "Was it worth it?"  

There were fewer reasons to be optimistic then, but the colonel knew his answer. It was worth 
it, he responded, looking the man squarely in the eyes. He will say so again today, when some 
of the parents of the four soldiers who didn't make it back from this latest deployment attend a 
welcome-home ball. 

"We have lost a lot of great guys; we have lost so much potential," Whitehurst said. "But this 
country now has that potential. And there are people in this country that are alive today 
because of the sacrifices made by those soldiers. I do think it was worth it. I can look back, 
and I think all of us can hold our heads very high." 

A.14.  Iraq's Kurdish parties lose unity ahead of January election (AFP) 

Iraq's Kurdish politicians, locked in dispute with the Baghdad government, will lack unity for 
the first time when fighting January's general election, due to the rise of a new opposition 
force. 

The two biggest Kurdish parties, who have reigned supreme in shaping policy in the 
autonomous northern region for three decades, have announced the creation of a broad 12-
party alliance ranging from Islamists to Communists. 



 

But the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP), led by regional President Massud Barzani, and 
the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), headed by national President Jalal Talabani, face 
competition from the Goran (Change) movement. 

The split has fractured the unity that the Kurd parties have presented in all elections since the 
overthrow of Saddam Hussein after the US-led invasion of Iraq in 2003. 

In addition, two Islamic parties from the region -- Jamaa Islamia and the Islamic Kurdish 
Union -- have presented independent lists for the planned January 18 election. 

"Our coalition includes all tendencies, from the socialists to the Islamists," said Fadil Mirani, 
secretary of the KDP's political office in Arbil, at the Kurdish coalition's election launch on 
Thursday. 

"We hoped that all the political factions would join us. We contacted them but they refused," 
he added, saying they "respected the choice" of Goran leader Nijirvan Mustapha to break 
away, but ultimately regretted the move. 

The KDP said the Goran's decision to contest the vote alone weakens the Kurds at a critical 
moment as they contest with the central government the status of the country's disputed 
provinces, including oil-rich Kirkuk. 

The regional government in Arbil has also irked Baghdad by signing oil contracts with 
neighbouring Turkey, and placing Kurdish Peshmerga fighters, who fought for freedom 
against Saddam, in the disputed zones. 

Mirani underlined the high stakes of the election run-up by describing it as a period that 
"requires that we join ranks to confront the enemies of the Kurds, particularly those who want 
to reduce our power in Baghdad." 

As a sign of raised political tension the parties have already traded blows, dishing the dirt on 
each other in an effort to solidify support. 

Several local daily newspapers, close to the KDP and PUK and citing anonymous sources, 
have said Mustapha has agreed a post-election deal with Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki, a 
Shiite and arch-foe of Kurdish President Barzani. The Goran movement has denied any such 
deal. 

The Goran came to prominence when it won a surprising 23.57 percent of the vote in the 
Kurdish regional elections in July, after a campaign focused on the alleged corruption and 
hegemony of the KDP and PUK. It is likely to repeat those tactics in January's elections. 

"The two principal parties asked us to join them but we refused and we will not reverse our 
decision," said Adnan Othman, a leading figure in the Goran. 

"We have our own electoral programme to address the needs of the province and relations 
with Baghdad. This election must work on the basis of one party having one vision, not 
several parties with different visions," he insisted. 



 

However, Othman did not rule out a post-election alliance with other Kurdish movements 
hoping to do well in the poll. 

But political analyst and former Kurdish minister of culture Sammy Shorash believes the split 
seriously risks weakening the common interests of the area, which has been autonomous since 
1991. 

"In general, plurality and choice is good for democracy but in the Kurdish context, and Iraq, it 
presents disadvantages because the region is in a strained position with Baghdad," he said. 

A.15.  MP Terzi calls on the Government to release the detainees before Eid al-Adha 
(Alsumaria TV) 

Sadrist Bloc MP, Fawzi Akram Terzi, called on the Government and the Ministry of Human 
Rights to accelerate the release of the detainees, who haven't been convicted in Iraqi courts, 
before Eid al-Adha. 

In a press conference held in the House of Representatives, which was attended by Alsumaria 
news, Terzi called on the Government to issue an amnesty ahead of Eid al-Adha, to satisfy 
and comfort the families of detainees in the prisons of Iraq and Kurdistan Region. He pointed 
out that the Government and the Ministry  of Human Rights are aware of the sacredness of 
Eid al-Adha, specially in the hearts of the Iraqis. Terzi stressed on the Ministry to take its role 
of Human Rights and not remain indifferent to the issue of the detainees, and considered the 
step as strengthening National Reconciliation, in addition to a wider participation in the 
upcoming Parliamentary elections. 

On November 8th, Leader of Sadrist Bloc, Muqtada al-Sadr, a member of the Iraqi National 
Alliance, asked PM Nuri al-Maliki to release the detainees and Sadrists who are sentenced to 
death, as a condition for Maliki to enter the INA. 

A.16.  King Abdallah II meets with Al-Hakim, stresses his country's support to Iraq (Al-
Sharqiya TV) 

Jordanian King Abdallah II has stressed that his country will continue to stand by Iraq and 
support efforts that are aimed at helping it regain its security and stability and overcome the 
difficult circumstances it is facing so that all Iraqis could enjoy security, peace and stability in 
their homeland. 

The Jordanian king's statements came during his meeting with Ammar al-Hakim chairman of 
the Iraqi Islamic Supreme Council [ISCI] in Amman according to a statement issued today by 
the Royal Court. 

A.17.  Al-Saghir: Maliki has refused a merger between the National Coalition and State 
of Law, pointing to discrimination (al-Iraq News) 

Leader of the High Council Jalal al-Saghir has said that Prime Minister Maliki has refused 
repeated calls to directed at the National Union and the State of Law Coalition to make a 
coalition.  This unfortunately leads to discrimination and disunity caused by the multiplicity 



 

of risks to the political process especially because there are alignments to known forces who 
fundamentally oppose the interests of the political process and unity.  Our repeated calls have 
been for unity. 

Ahmed al-Chalabi has announced that what has been called the National Coalition will direct 
a new message to Maliki.  Calling for a coalition with him in order to stop intended Ba'athist 
penetration of the political process via the upcoming parliamentary elections expected early 
next year.  Saghir indicated that "The calls for coalition continue, but we believe that there is 
no difference between the twoparties who are both working under one rule.  All of the papers 
writtenin agreement were in one area, and there is no justification saying the two differ or are 
facing two different directions."  Saghir revealed why Maliki has refused the coalition saying, 
"Being familiar with what goes on behind the scenes there was no justification for this refusal 
and there were possibilities of accepting the call to integrate especially because the National 
Coalition showed a lot of flexibility in treating the topic of unity between the two 
coalitions.  So we have arrived to a degree of thoughtlessness concerning the amounts of 
quotas that the coalition wants and that the State of Law Coalition obtained.  The danger 
facing us now larger than the competition over a particular interest, or specific benefic to one 
side or the other.  We have serious problems that cannot be prevented except through unity." 

A.18.  A French mediation is underway to end the crisis between Iraq and Syria (UR 
news) 

A source close to the Iraqi presidency pointed out that a French mediation is underway 
between Baghdad and Damascus to address the current crisis in the relations between the two 
neighboring countries meanwhile President Jalal Talabani arrived to Paris on an official visit 
to France. 

The source told AKI news agency that "There are positive signs for the success of France in 
this respect," especially that (this mediation) came following the Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad's  recent visit to Paris, where this topic was discussed there. 

It is noteworthy that France played an important role in convincing the Syrian leadership to 
activate the formation of the Lebanese government hence it is expected that France will 
succeed in its role as an intermediary between Baghdad and Damascus. 

Baghdad had witnessed in August bombings that targeted the foreign and finance ministries 
which was followed by a political crisis between Baghdad and Damascus.  When the Iraqi 
government accused the leaders of the outlawed Baath party residing in Syria of being behind 
them and called on Damascus to hand them over.  However, that request was rejected by the 
Syrian government as Syria demanded Iraq to present evidence (that confirm its account) in 
order to settle this matter. 

Following the failure of Arab- Turkish mediation and the meetings that were held between the 
officials of both countries to settle this issue. Baghdad decided to suspend its participation in 
any new meetings, and to go to the Security Council to investigate the bombings and to 
establish an international tribunal for this purpose. 



 

Talabani is accompanied on his visit to France by foreign defense, finance, science and 
technology ministers as well as Vice President of the Kurdistan Region Government, and he 
would discuss with his French counterpart Nicolas Sarkozy means to strengthen the prospects 
of the bilateral cooperation and to induce French companies to engage in the competitive 
investment market in Iraq. 

It should be mentioned that The Iraqi president had pointed out in a press conference that was 
held in Sulaymaniyah airport prior to his departure that, "what we hope from France is to help 
Iraq emerge from Chapter VII," 

A.19.  Hashimi: I gave law makers two practical solutions to amend the first article of 
the election law (Sot Al-Iraq) 

V.P. Tariq Al-Hashimi said, "Our duty as politicians is to guarantee the participation of all 
Iraqis in the upcoming elections if we want to achieve national reconciliation, and to treat all 
Iraqis equally." 

In light of the letter he sent to the Parliament and his constant meetings with the concerned 
parties V.P. Hashimi said, "It is like we have a patient we could treat with just one pill, but if 
his next of ken didn't agree to that and insisted on a surgery, I will be that clever surgeon, God 
willing." 

Hashimi added, "The new law is full of holes, and to avoid opening the political files 
associated with that.  I went straight to the issue that occupies the national interests inside and 
outside Iraq.  It is about first article concerning the immigrants and displaced." 

Hashimi said, "There are more than one remedy to this issue.  It could be resolved by the 
Council of Representatives or it could be resolved by IHEC.  That is why in my message to 
the Chairman of the Parliament I left the door open to chose a solution that could fix the 
problem fast." 

Hashimi pointed out that the Presidency Council is the guardian of the Constitution, and I will 
not endorse a law that contradict it.  In article 49 the constitution is very clear it states that 
every 100,000 Iraqi should be represented by one seat in the Parliament.  Which the new law 
didn't adhere to in regards to the 4 to 5 million immigrants and displaced Iraqis.  Based on 
that we have given the Parliament till mid-day next Tuesday.  If the law is not rectified by the 
Parliament or by IHEC with clear instruction regarding the distribution of the compensatory 
seats that could allow us to uphold the law.  The ball in the Parliament field, and they should 
represent the people well." 

Hashimi added, "I don't want to waste any time that is why I placed two practical solutions in 
front of the law makers that could resolve this issue within one hour in tomorrow's session.  I 
don't call for delay the election by one hour, more or less, by one day.  The electoral 
commission has made its technical and administrative preparations to hold the elections on 
time without delay.  Reviewing this issue is very important because it enjoys consensus from 
within the Council of Representatives as well as inside and outside Iraq, and the statement by 
President Talbani today reflects this consensus." 



 

Hashimi explains that there are a national consensus about this issue, and the MPs started to 
ask me to fix the status of it.  The law makers themselves discovered this holes and started to 
ask me to amend this article including the Kurdish region not to mention the political blocs 
and the popular opinion inside and outside Iraq. 

Hashimi finished his statement by saying, "Today there is a popular demand for the 
Presidency Council to intervene and remedy this issue because it is hard to believe that after 
all of these months of national debates we end up with a law in its current form.  If we have 
more time I would have pointed out more holes that could blast the election file wide open." 

A.20.  Parliament discusses Al-Hashimi's message (Sot Al-Iraq) 

In its 15th general session, the Council of Representatives discussed the message sent by V.P. 
Tariq Al-Hashim, in regards to increasing the minority and displaced seats share in the 
Parliament from 5 percent to 15 percent, to guarantee better representation. 

Chairman of the legal committee said, "The law has passed and Hashimi has the right to veto 
it, but him sending a letter to the parliament is illegal." 

MPs opinions vary in regards to the letter. MP Safiyah Al-Suhaiyl doesn't think there is 
enough time to change the law; MP Khalid Shawani thinks the request is illegitimate and can't 
be considered; and MP Wail Abd-al-Latif sees that the V.P. should either endorse the law or 
veto it, but he doesn't have the right to send any letters to the parliament. 

MP Ahmad Al-Mas'udi sees that they must follow the constitution, the new law is not in 
effect yet to change it, but MP Mahmud Othman asks them to study Hashimi's request and the 
possibility to change the law. MP Sirwan Al-Zahawi thinks that they could deal with the letter 
as a bill to change the law. 

MP 'Abd-al-Khaliq Zankanah expressed that the law is full of holes because it was passed 
without discussion and if it is not changed now, it could collapse and it will take longer to 
amend it. MP Salih Al-Mutalaq asked find a common ground on the issue because it will 
deprive a large portion of people if unresolved. 

A.21.  President Talabani reaffirms that he signed the election law (Alsumaria TV) 

On Monday, President Jalal Talabani, said that failing to sign the election law means to 
postpone the Iraqi elections, noting that he voiced his opinion on the law to be amended in the 
Parliament after the elections. 

Before his departure from Sulaimaniya International Airport to France, Talabani said, "Not 
signing the election law means postponing elections and this is not what we want." 

On Sunday, the Parliament of Kurdistan Region, called on Talabani to veto the Iraqi election 
law, which was passed by the Parliament on November 8, considering that a number of 
provisions of the law are a huge injustice to the Kurdish people. 



 

Talabani reaffirmed that he signed the law, and asked for some remarks to be amended in 
Parliament after the elections, which are scheduled to take place on January 18. 

He added, "Our visit to France is an official visit, during which we will discuss the 
mechanisms of activating agreements and understandings between the two parties. The Iraqi 
delegation will discuss strengthening political relations between Baghdad and Paris, as well as 
economic, commercial and military aspects. We will ask the Government of France to help 
Iraq get out of Chapter VII." 

A.22.  Kurdistan Parliament objects on the election law (Al Sharqiya TV) 

Last night, the Kurdistan Region Parliament held a special session, and they discussed the 
Iraqi Parliament's election law, the increase of the number of seats in the Iraqi Parliament and 
the abnormal increase of voters registration in some provinces. 

The President of the Parliament, Kamal Kerkuki, noted that a letter was sent from the 
Presidency of the Kurdistan Parliament to the Presidency of the Republic, in order to review 
the law of the Parliamentary elections. The letter noted that the increase of population, when 
announced by IHEC, in the Kurdistan Region is the most affected, and since there is no 
considerable census in Iraq. The Kurdistan Parliamentary Presidency called on the Presidency 
to increase the number of the population by 3% and adopt it internationally. 

Kerkuki denied that the Presidency of the Republic approved the election law, pointing out 
that Kurdish Political sides were contacted to find out about their position on this issue, so 
they can unite all sides to a common position on the law. 

A.23.  Arabs and Turkmen fear the elections influenced by the increasing Kurdish 
population after 2003 (Hayat website) 

Arab parties and Turkmen in northern Kirkuk fear the forthcoming elections outcome due to 
the increasing Kurdish population after 2003. A Kurdish official considered such 
apprehensions unjustified, pointing the audit committee will resolve the voter registers 
increasing population. 

A provincial council member, Abdullah Sami al-Assi criticized the "Iraqi republican 
gathering" saying, "lawmakers omitted the increased Kurdish population issue in comparison 
to lower non-Kurdish ethnic groups." 

Assi stated the 250,000 Kurdish population, make the forthcoming election results in the 
Kurdish favor. The Arabs and Turkmen fear the audit committee's failure to register only 
births, death and transport. 

On the same context, Turkmen parties warned against the consequences of the committee's 
failure and its effect on the forthcoming elections and the  political, administrative and 
security situation. 

Most political parties were asked to cooperate and contribute to the committee's work without 
hindering its efforts and worsening the political and security situation in the city. Meanwhile, 



 

a Kurdish provincial council member said the audit committee will give the Kurds their rights 
and stop some parties allegations against the Kurds. 

A.24.  Iraq VP threatens to veto vote law over refugees (Reuters) 

Iraq's Sunni Arab vice president threatened on Sunday to veto a new election law unless seats 
in parliament are allocated to Iraqi refugees, casting fresh uncertainty over the January 
election. 

Vice President Tareq al-Hashemi told parliament the law had to be altered to give a voice to 
Iraqis abroad. Many of them are members of Iraq's once-dominant Sunni Muslim community 
who fled after Saddam Hussein's ouster in 2003 unleashed a sectarian war. 

" Unfortunately this law did not give fair treatment to the large numbers of Iraqi refugees 
outside Iraq, who were forced to leave their country for reasons beyond their control," 
Hashemi said in a letter to parliament, adding that he would use his veto power unless the 
changes were incorporated. 

The vice president's veto threat raised doubts about whether Iraq would be able to hold a 
general election in January. 

The electoral authorities need time to prepare for the ballot, expected to take place between 
Jan. 18-23. The vote is viewed as a major milestone as Iraq emerges from 6-1/2 years of 
bloodshed and stands on its own feet while U.S. forces withdraw. 

The election date had been in question for weeks because of a dispute pitting ethnic Kurds 
against Arabs and Turkmen on how to conduct the vote in the northern city of Kirkuk, which 
Kurds claim as their ancestral home. 

The differences were ironed out a week ago following pressure from United Nations and U.S. 
officials. Any delay to the election could affect U.S. plans to end combat operations on Aug. 
31, 2010, ahead of a full pullout by the end of 2011. 

The electoral law allocates five percent of the 323 seats in the next parliament to minorities, 
such as Christians, and internally displaced Iraqis living away from their homes. 

But it does not give any representation to the as many as two million Iraqi refugees it is 
estimated are living abroad. 

Hashemi, one of Shi'ite Muslim-run Iraq's two vice presidents and a member of a presidential 
council that has a veto power over legislation, said the electoral law should be changed to 
include refugees. 

The percentage of seats allocated for the displaced, minorities and refugees should be raised 
to 15 percent, he said. "This law is sick and tomorrow it will be returned to the hands of its 
creators (parliament), either to give it the necessary treatment or subject it to surgery," 
Hashemi said, refusing to approve the law in its current state. 



 

A.25.  As Iraq Prepares For Polls, Donors Must Step Up To The Plate To Ensure 
Stability (UN News) 

New York, Nov 13 2009 2:10PM - Iraq is entering a crucial period with national elections 
slated for January, and the international community must help it deliver basic services in 
“critically under-funded” sectors to ensure stability, Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon says in a 
new report on the strife-torn country. 

“The challenge is to consolidate the hard-earned gains that have been made,” he stresses in 
the report to the Security Council, citing the agreement between political parties over the 
election law and the greater responsibility assumed by Iraqi security forces from the United 
States in fighting insurgents. 

“I now appeal to all political blocs and their leaders to demonstrate true statesmanship during 
the election campaign and participate in a spirit of national unity.  I also encourage all Iraqis 
to exercise their right to vote in these upcoming elections which will shape their country’s 
future.” 

He calls on the Federal Government in Baghdad and the leadership of the Iraqi Kurdistan 
region to resolve their differences through meaningful dialogue, particularly on disputed 
internal boundaries and sharing of natural resources, terming this an “essential” requirement 
for bringing political stability and lasting peace to the country. 

While noting the progress Iraqi forces have made in restricting insurgent activity and 
shielding the population from potential attacks, Mr. Ban warns that coordinated deadly 
assaults on key Government institutions serve as a reminder of the threat from those who seek 
to undermine the country’s continuing democratization. 

“In the face of these and other deplorable attacks, however, the Iraqi people have not been 
deterred. They have demonstrated their determination not to allow such attacks to stand in the 
way of democratic progress,” he adds, calling the elections “a historic opportunity for Iraq 
and a crucial step forward for national reconciliation” that could go a long way towards 
strengthening Iraq’s sovereignty and independence. 

He reaffirms the U.N. commitment to continue to support and assist Iraq, where the 
Organization has maintained an assistance mission known by its acronym UNAMI since 
2003. 

Turning to humanitarian issues, recovery and development, Mr. Ban warns that the 2009 
consolidated appeal for Iraq is still only 44 percent funded – nearly $135 million from the 
revised mid-year requirement of almost $309 million.  “Many sectors remain critically under-
funded, especially agriculture and mine action,” he writes, urging donors to continue to 
demonstrate their support. 

“Following the successful conduct of national elections, there will also be a need for the 
Government of Iraq, together with the support of the international community, to improve the 
delivery of basic utilities and accelerate the pace of reconstruction and development in the 



 

country,” he adds, stressing the need for a healthier economy that raises the living standards 
of ordinary citizens. 

The Government and the U.N. are considering the establishment of a multi-donor trust fund in 
2010 to focus on transition programming for capacity building, job creation, better services 
and civic participation for all vulnerable groups, and Mr. Ban urges donors to explore this 
option in addition to ongoing bilateral arrangements to achieve the maximum possible 
operational coherence for the UN in Iraq. 

He also calls for humanitarian and development support to tackle the drought and 
desertification crisis, with rainfall still 50 percent below normal levels, river flows ebbing, 
and potable water at only two thirds its required 10 million cubic meters per day. 

A.26.  President Talabani heads to France on an official visit (Al-Forat) 

On Monday, President Jalal Talabani is heading to France on an official four day visit at the 
invitation of the French President, Nicolas Sarkozy. 

A Presidential Statement said, "This visit comes after a number of meetings and consultations 
between the Presidents, Government Leaders and MPs of France and Iraq. The meeting is 
aimed to strengthen the growing ties between the two countries and their agreement on 
common issues, to serve the national interests of the people. Iraq seeks to continue 
strengthening its relations with the International Community on the basis of friendship and 
cooperation." 

The statement added, "A large Governmental delegation is accompanying Talabani on this 
visit, including Foreign Minister, Hoshyar Zebari, Defense Minister, Abd al-Qader al-Obeidi, 
Finance Minister, Baqer al-Zubaidi, Minister of Science and Technology, Ra'id Fahmi Jahid, 
President of Investment Committee, Sami al-A'araji, in addition to VP of the KRG and Head 
of the Investment in KRG." 

The statement said that the delegation will discuss all the issues that serve the relations 
between Iraq and France at all levels, as well as International and Regional issues. 

A.27.  U.N. calls Kuwaiti cooperation 'constructive' (EXSUM) 

Unıted Natıons: U.N. Special Representative for Iraq Ad Melkert has described Kuwait's 
cooperation with him and the U.N. Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) as "constructive," 
and called its concerns "legitimate" adding that Iraq's delay in receiving a U.N. technical team 
to maintain the border demarcation with Kuwait is due to the fact that it has other priorities. 

I find Kuwait's position constructive.  As for Iraq they are in the process of considering 
priorities, and I hope that that position will become smoother after the elections," scheduled to 
be held next January said Melkert.  Speaking at a press conference held yesterday Melkert 
said that UNAMI is engaged in addressing the outstanding issues of restrictions put in place 
by a number of Security Council resolutions over the past 20 years, "with a particular focus 
on the reconfirmation of the border between both countries [Iraq and Kuwait] and the 



 

normalization of relations.  We played a facilitating role there and wehope that in the period 
ahead we can make progress. There is clearly a desire from different sides to do so," he added. 

In answer to questions on the Iraqi relationship with Kuwait Melkert said, "There are some 
issues that are probably relevant in trying to bridge differences of opinion or gaps that may 
still be out there. 

Their importance is the border issue, there is the issue of missingpersons, the reparations 
issue, the property issue, and access at sea to erecting harbors in relation to the maritime 
borders. 

From our perspective, all those elements are legitimate to bring forward as part of a possible 
political agreement between the two countries andalso as a basis for reporting back to the 
Security Council on the implications of such an agreement for the resolutions that are stil 
applicable at this point in time," he stressed. 

How exactly that would work out and which of those elements could be addressed and how 
should really be a matter of conversation between the two sides and we stand ready to 
facilitate such conversation," he vowed. 

He said that the Security Council had been "very helpful in assisting the two sides to try to 
reach agreement, and I hope that after the elections when there is less chance that these issues 
can flare up as part of a domestic debate.  It will be possible to address them in all quietness 
and with the diplomacy that will be needed, and quite soon if the will is there.  It should not 
take too long a period of time." 

Meanwhile FAO should work on measures to rid the world from hunger, Head of the Kuwaiti 
delegation to the FAO's food security conference andKuwaiti Ambassador to Italy Sheikh 
Jaber Al-Duaij Al-Ibrahim Al-Sabahsaid yesterday. 

The Kuwaiti official thanked FAO's Director General Jacques Diouf for his efforts to help 
over a billion people suffering from hunger. Affirming that the 60 heads of states and 
representatives of world organizations attending the conference could do the job in helping 
the world to fight hunger and famine. 

It was important to execute resolutions which came out of the 1996 and 2002 conferences 
stated the official.  He stressed that it was time for the world to address the food security 
problem with courage and determination bring the dream of a world without hunger in 2025 
into reality. 

During his speech Sheikh Jaber touched on Kuwait's efforts in bolstering food security 
programs around the world affirming that Kuwait came out with several initiatives namely the 
two billion USD small projects fund and the 100 billion USD fund for descent living. 

Since its inception in 1961 the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development (KFAED) had 
played an important role in lessening the suffering of millions contributing to agricultural and 
development funds worldwide stated the official. 



 

Hopefully the third FAO food security conference would addressed the problems facing the 
world and work on solid solutions for the betterment of millions around the globe concluded 
the official. 

A.28.  US urges EU, Gulf states to help Iraqi refugees (AFP) 

The United States urged European countries and wealthy Arab states on Tuesday to boost 
their aid to the millions of displaced Iraqis, saying they did "far too little" to asist them. 

"Our European friends and partners have done far too little to support the humanitarian 
assistance process for Iraqi refugees and displaced," US Assistant Secretary of State for the 
Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration Eric Schwartz told a news conference in the 
Jordanian capital Amman. 

"There are a number of wealthy governments in this region that can and should be doing 
much more to support assistance to Iraqi refugees and displaced, and to support the process of 
integration." 

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees estimated in 2008 that up to two 
million Iraqi refugees were living in neighbouring countries, most of them in Syria and 
Jordan. 

A further 2.8 million Iraqis were internally displaced, the UNHCR said. The UN agency, 
which has previously warned it may have to reduce or even suspend its programmes for Iraqi 
refugees due to inadequate funding, appealed last year for 261 million dollars for its Iraq 
operations. 

"We will be talking to our friends and other donor governments about these issues in the 
weeks to come," said Schwartz, who is in Jordan as part of a regional tour that also takes in 
Iraq and Syria. 

He added that this year the United States had provided nearly 400 million dollars to Iraqis in 
humanitarian assistance. Last year, some 13,800 Iraqis were resettled in the United States, and 
this year the bar has been raised to 17,000, according to the Department of Homeland 
Security's US Citizen and Immigration Services. 

Schwartz held talks with Jordanian Prime Minister Nader Dahabi, who "urged "more 
assistance to cope with the burdens of hosting hundreds of thousands of Iraqi refugees," the 
state-run Petra news agency reported. 

Jordan estimates the costs of sheltering Iraqi refugees over the past few years at more than 
two billion dollars, and it has repeatedly asked the international community to provide more 
direct aid. 

"We believe a safe, voluntary and sustainable return will be the solution, the durable solution 
for the majority of the refugees and displaced," Schwartz told reporters. 

A.29.  King Abdallah II meets with Al-Hakim, stresses his country's support to Iraq (Al-
Sharqiya) 



 

Jordanian King Abdallah II has stressed that his country will continue to stand by Iraq and 
support efforts that are aimed at helping it regain its security and stability and overcome the 
difficult circumstances it is facing so that all Iraqis could enjoy security, peace and stability in 
their homeland. 

The Jordanian king's statements came during his meeting with Ammar al-Hakim chairman of 
the Iraqi Islamic Supreme Council [ISCI] in Amman according to a statement issued today by 
the Royal Court.. 

A.30.  UN preparing a plan to reconcile Iraq and Kuwait (Al-Baghdadiya) 

At a UN Security Council meeting last night, UN Special Envoy to Iraq, Ad Melkert, said that 
the International Organization is developing a plan to help Iraq end disputes with Kuwait, 
resolve Gulf War reparation payments, normalize relations between the two sides and get Iraq 
out of Chapter VII of the UN Charter by mutual consent. 

The plan includes a list of issues of disputes between the two countries, including the 
agreement on land and sea borders between the two countries. 

A.31.  A Comprehensive Interviews with VP Tariq al-Hashimi on Objection to Election 
Law (Al-Jazeera TV in Arabic) 

Al-Jazeera TV interviews Iraqi Vice President Tariq al-Hashimi via satellite from Baghdad, 
within its "Midday Guest" program.  by Anchorman Al-Habib al-Ghuraybi. 

At the outset of the interview, Al-Ghuraybi asks Al-Hashimi to comment on the strong 
reactions to his objection to the Election Law, the recent of which was by Iraqi Prime Minister 
Nuri al-Maliki, who frankly said that this veto is unconstitutional and is not based on a firm 
constitutional justification, and that it threatens the political process in Iraq? 

Answering this question, Al-Hashimi said, "All these reactions were expected from the 
beginning. When the Iraqis abroad were aggrieved and their votes were reduced in this small 
number of the seats of the Council of Representatives, the situation was clear to me from the 
beginning. Therefore, the reactions I hear today will not change my position, convictions, and 
expectations. I believe that the ball is now in the court of the Council of Representatives. The 
law has been vetoed and the issue is over. Therefore, today, we should work to amend it as 
soon as possible and to reactivate the work of the Independent High Electoral Commission 
[IHEC] so that the elections will be held on the scheduled date without delay, God willing." 

Asked whether he objects to the entire law or to articles or to one article in this law? 

Al-Hashimi says "In the statement, which I read at the news conference today, I was clear and 
accurate.  I said that I objected to the first article in the law and to an important part of this 
article, which is related to achieving justice to the Iraqis living outside Iraq,including the 
displaced.  This is in addition to amending the quota of the various ethnic and religious 
components. I have found out that there was inequity with regard to the quota that was given 
to our Christian brothers, to al-Sabeans Mandaeans, the Shabak, and Yazidis. Therefore, I 



 

proposed the necessary amendments, which I believe fair. This is the main amendment.  I did 
not object to or veto the other articles in the law." 

Asked whether the reply letter he has received from the Council of Representatives was 
negative? 

Al-Hashimi said, "I have received a letter yesterday. This is in addition to telephone calls 
from the Council of Representatives. The letter and the telephone calls have very clearly and 
openly said that the Council of Representatives will not be able to amend the first article of 
the law, and that the council is waiting either for vetoing the law or passing it along with a 
letter from the Presidential Council in which it requests the amendment of the objected 
article." 

The anchorman asks Al-Hashimi whether he has consulted with the president and the other 
vice president, and what was their position on this issue? 

Answering this question, Al-Hashimi said, "Certainly. This is because this is one of the 
sensitive and extremely important national issues. This necessitates that the vice president 
should hold consultations and exchange opinions with his brothers in the Presidential Council, 
in addition to the Council of Representatives and the IHEC. I have really conducted a public 
relations campaign with all parties over the past days in order to guarantee that the 
amendment will be achieved without delaying the elections date. This is one issue. The other 
issue is that the three members of the Presidential Council agree that there is a constitutional 
defect in this law, which necessitates that it should be amended and corrected." 

Anchorman says: "It seems that the issue will take other dimensions. We have heard that 
preparations for the coming elections have actually stopped. Do not you believe that this step 
will actually affect the scheduled date for the elections? 

Answering this question, Al-Hashimi says: "I was certainly surprised at such a statement. The 
position of the IHEC today is reduced in one person. Very regrettably, this person was the one 
who created confusion in the Iraqi arena when he made an independent judgment without 
official authorization or clear powers and said a few days ago, before I vetoed the law, that the 
quota of the Iraqis abroad is not more than seven seats. I met this person yesterday, in the 
presence of IHEC head, Faraj (al-Haydari).  I asked him a direct question," Who has 
authorized you, Judge Qassim al-Abboudi, to say that the quota of the displaced Iraqis abroad 
is not more than seven seats? 

He said that we have made an independent judgment.  Where is your legal support?  Where is 
your constitutional support?  Who authorized you to say so?  He said this was our 
independent judgment." 

Al-Hashimi wonders how the number of compensatory seats for the displaced dropped from 
45 seats in the 2005 elections to seven seats this year. He said, "This is the question I have 
directed to the IHEC and to the Council of Representatives yesterday. How the number of 
seats has dropped at a time when the number of those displaced abroad has doubled? I did not 
receive an answer." 



 

Anchorman asked, "Is there any party, which benefits more than the other parties from 
approving the five percent?" 

Answering this question, Al-Hashimi said, "I should not resort to the conspiracy theory. 
However, the parties, which promoted and passed this percentage, perhaps do not want the 
elections to take place on the scheduled date. This is because they know that this percentage 
will face popular opposition inside and outside Iraq. This is what has happened." 

He adds that this objection would not have taken place had the Council of Representatives 
adopted an appropriate figure, which is based on any census, including the census of the 
Ministry of Displaced and Immigrants. Based on this, I say that the side that adopted and 
passed the five percent has from the very beginning intended to undermine all preparations for 
the election process so that they will not take place on the scheduled date." 

A.32.  Adil Abd al-Mahdi receives the Japanese ambassador to Iraq (Al-Iraq ) 

Vice President Adil Abd al-Mahdi received the Japanese ambassador to Iraq, Mr. Shoji Okaw 
in his offices in Baghdad. 

According to a source from the president's office, Abd al-Mahdi congratulated the Japanese 
ambassador on the newly formed Japanese government, wishing them more success. 

During the meeting, they stressed mutual relations between both countries in all areas, 
especially the economy and investment. 

For his part, Okaw renewed the Japanese government support to the Iraqi government and the 
Iraqis. As well as the support of the Japanese companies in the reconstruction and 
development projects in the country.  

Okaw stressed the political, economic and security achievements in Iraq, especially after the 
Iraqi parliament decision in the forthcoming elections law. "Democracy in Iraq is expanding 
through the Iraqi people's efforts," pointed out Okaw. 

A.33.  Iraq VP Says Vetoes Part Of Election Law (Reuters) 

Iraq's Sunni Arab vice president Wednesday said he had vetoed part of an election law over 
the allocation of seats to displaced Iraqis, throwing fresh doubt over plans for general 
elections in January. 

Vice President Tareq al-Hashemi, part of a presidential council that has veto power over 
legislation, said he objected to Article One of the law approved by parliament this month 
because it did not give a voice to Iraqis abroad. 

"I have delivered my letter of objection to the presidential council and another copy to 
parliament," Hashemi told a news conference. "My suggested amendment is to give justice to 
all Iraqis living abroad, not just Iraqis displaced in neighboring countries." 



 

Many Iraqis abroad are part of Iraq's once-dominant Sunni Muslim community who fled after 
Saddam Hussein's ouster in 2003 unleashed a sectarian war. 

Hashemi said he had sent the legislation back to parliament with his objection to a single 
article, but that he believed the issue could be resolved in a single session of parliament. 

He tried to play down the impact of his veto on the elections, saying it should not interrupt 
preparations for the poll or force a change in the date that it is to be held. 

The ballot, planned for between January 18-23, is viewed as a major milestone as Iraq 
emerges from 6-1/2 years of bloodshed and stands on its own feet while U.S. forces withdraw. 

Any delay to the election could affect U.S. plans to end combat operations on August 31, 
2010, ahead of a full pullout by the end of 2011. 

A.34.  DOD News Briefing with Col. Stammer from Iraq  

COLONEL DAVID LAPAN (director, Directorate for Press Operations, Office of the 
Secretary of Defense):  Good morning. We're privileged to have with us today Colonel Mark 
Stammer. Colonel Stammer is the commander of the 1st Brigade of the 82nd Airborne 
Division, Multinational Division- West. Colonel Stammer assumed his current duties in Iraq 
in August of this year. This is his first briefing to us in this format. 

 He joins us from al Asad Air Base in Al Anbar province, Iraq. Colonel Stammer has a few 
comments to begin and then he'd be happy to take your questions. 

 Colonel Stammer, thank you again for joining us and over to you. 

COL. STAMMER: Thank you very much, Dave, for that kind introduction.  

Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. I'm Colonel Mark Stammer, commander of the 1st 
Advise and Assist Brigade of the 82nd Airborne Division, and I'm speaking to you today from 
al Asad Air Base in Al Anbar province, Iraq. I appreciate the opportunity to speak to you 
today. Going to be a real pleasure.  

I have the honor to lead almost 5,000 of the finest paratroopers and soldiers in the armed 
forces today in a unit that traces its lineage to World War II and the 504th Parachute Infantry 
Regiment.     

When I introduce the brigade to our Iraqi partners, I tell them that we offer all the features of 
a light infantry brigade capable of full-spectrum operations, combined stability operations, 
route clearance, intelligence, information operations, even civil affairs.  

I tell them that what makes us an advise and assist brigade, or AAB, is a complement of 
specialized officers to help build civil capacity, specialized partnership training to help our 
troops increase Iraqi security force professionalization, and a whole new mindset that says 
everything we do is by, with and through our Iraqi counterparts.  



 

Anbar is Iraq's largest province, roughly the size of North Carolina, with a primarily agrarian 
economy. Most of its 2 million predominantly Sunni residents live within the Euphrates River 
corridor as it travels from the Syrian border southeast to Baghdad. Our mission is to partner 
with Iraqi security forces and conduct combined stability operations. Our goals are to improve 
Iraqi security forces' capabilities and capacity, deny violent extremists opportunities for 
resurgence and support the growth of political -- I'm sorry, support the growth of provincial 
governance and economic capacity in order to achieve sustainable security. By accomplishing 
these tasks, we will enable effective governance, political reconciliation, political and 
economic development, and the advancement of the rule of law.  

With the recent passage of the Iraqi election law, we appear to be only two months away from 
yet another historic election. The brigade will be there to assist the Iraqis, as they ask us to do 
so and in accordance with the security agreement.  

Finally, during all of this activity, we do everything with an eye on leaving Iraq in a 
responsible manner. Every relationship I make here, I make with the big picture in mind, 
because ultimately advise and assist is not an entity so much as it is a mindset and process. 
That process is our mission and, by its execution, we will ensure an enduring strategic 
partnership and friendship with our Iraqi counterparts.  

 And with that, I'll be happy to take your questions.  

 COL. LAPAN: Joe?  

Q  Colonel, this is Joe Tabet, with Al Hurra. Could you give us an update about the current 
situation on the western border with Syria? And if you also could give us an update on the -- 
on the presence -- or if there is any presence of AQI in the Anbar province, any activities 
related to al Qaeda in that -- in that province?  

COL. STAMMER: Could barely hear you, but I think your first question had something to do 
with the border with Syria. We partner with the Department of Border Enforcement, the Iraqi 
army -- and the Iraqi army along the border with Syria, Jordan and Saudi Arabia throughout 
Al Anbar province. And my experience to date has been very professional with all those 
organizations.  

With regards to your question with AQI, AQI in Al Anbar, again, in my first three months 
over here, can be best characterized as a group or a -- disparate groups coming together to 
achieve some short- term common interests, cellular in structure, but nothing that will pose 
significant challenges to the Iraqi security forces or the provincial government as they 
continue to mature in Al Anbar.  

Q  Let me go back to the first question about the situation on the -- on the -- on the Syrian 
border. The government of Iraq has accused some elements or Baathist elements inside Syria 
that they are behind the latest attacks in Baghdad. What do you think about that? What could 
you say?  



 

COL. STAMMER: Well, I believe that that's a question more suitable for a policymaker. But 
from my perspective as the brigade commander operating on the ground in Al Anbar, my 
experiences to date have been very positive with the Department of Border Enforcement and 
with the Iraqi army on the border. All my experiences at the points of entry with Syria in 
Walid and Husaybah in al Qaim district have been professional. Thank you.  

 Q   Last follow-up. Sir, have you seen any firefighters -- foreign fighters, elements that they 
were infiltrating inside the Iraqi territories lately?  

 COL. STAMMER: I have not experienced, nor have I witnessed or heard of, the Department 
of Border Enforcement apprehending any foreign fighters at the points of entry in Husaybah, 
which is in al Qaim, or Walid, which is in the district of Rutbah, in the time that I've been 
here, sir.  

COL. LAPAN: Rich?  

Q   Colonel, Richard Sisk from the New York Daily News. Sir, you mentioned the rule of 
law. How would you assess that it is proceeding in Al Anbar, given the incidents of recent 
days, some attacks on Sunni politicians, sir?  

COL. STAMMER: With regards to rule of law in Al Anbar, the Advise and Assist Brigade 
enables the Provincial Reconstruction Team subject-matter experts for rule of law, as well as 
international police advisers and law enforcement professionals that have been contracted by 
the Department of Defense. The brigade actually provides some common skills tasks training 
as well to the police concerning maintenance, first aid, map-reading skills, marksmanship, 
what have you, and we then enable those law enforcement subject-matter experts to further 
the capabilities and the capacities of the Iraqi police. And my experience to date indicates that 
these men are very professional, and it's evidenced by the increasing conviction rate, folks 
being arrested for crimes in Al Anbar. The conviction rate's actually improving since we've 
been here.  

Q   Sir, can you give some numbers on conviction rates?  

COL. STAMMER: I would not want to -- I would not want to give you any exact numbers, 
because I'm not aware of them, but I know that the conviction rate is increasing.  

Q  Colonel, it's Luis Martinez with ABC News. If I could ask you, sir, about the process of 
the drawdown in Anbar Province. I understand that the Marines are mostly out, but can you 
give us an idea of how that's working in terms of whether your brigade will assume total 
command of MNF-W, whether MNF-W will continue to exist as an entity after -- as the 
drawdown continues; and basically, whether there will be other units that will backfill the 
Marines or whether you will just be in sole command of Anbar?  

COL. STAMMER: I didn't hear you for the most of your -- the first part of your question, but 
I got the end of it, which was, am I going to be the only one left standing here in Anbar?  



 

I got here in August and did a relief in place with two Marine regimental combat teams. But 
that was just for the ground combat element of Multinational Force-West.     

The combat logistics regiment and the Marine aviation regiment, in addition to the 
Multinational Force-West headquarters, remain in Anbar at this time. And the 1st Advise & 
Assist Brigade makes up the ground combat element of this MAGTF.     

 Near the election and sometime after the election, in accordance with the drawdown, 
Multinational Force-West will leave. And while my brigade will remain in Al Anbar, we will 
then work for U.S. Division- Central.     

Q  I’ll expand on that. Since MNF-W as an entity is going to be replaced, will you see follow-
on units to replace the Marines that are leaving and the logistics and aviation elements? Or 
again will you be just by yourself out there in that advisory-and-assist-brigade status?    

 COL. STAMMER: When the Marine headquarters leaves, the Marine aviation wing and the 
combat logistics regiment will go with them. And then I will depend upon U.S. Division-
Central, which will be 1st Armored Division, for the higher-level aviation and logistics 
support.    

 Q  To follow on that, since the main concern with the Iraqi security forces has been that they 
don't have their own sufficient aviation and logistics, to independently operate, how much 
reliance will they continue to have on those elements, given that the Marines, because they are 
there right now providing that?     

How much of that will come from 1st Armored or from other assets?    

COL. STAMMER: The Iraqi army is increasing its capabilities daily. In fact, they just 
received a complement of Mi-17 helicopters to support the Anbar ops command. We will 
further complement and continue to complement our Iraqi security force partners, as we 
continue our operations and training with them in Al Anbar.     

The 1st Armored Division will apportion forces for us, as we need them, both aviation and 
combat logistics oriented.     

Q  Hi, Colonel. This is John Kruzel with American Forces Press Service. I'm wondering if 
you can talk about some of the security preparations you're making ahead of the election, and 
if there's any fear that the number of attacks might rise as that date nears.  

 COL. STAMMER: Again, as an advise and assist brigade, everything we do is by, with and 
through our Iraqi security force partners. In fact, we have been partnering with them for some 
two weeks now in and around -- actually out -- and definitely outside the cities of Ramadi and 
Fallujah, helping the Iraqi army prepare positions and checkpoints for the election.  

Again, the Iraqi police are being assisted by international police advisers and law enforcement 
-- law enforcement professionals through the provincial government council training team.  

Q  So is there any concern that there's going to be a rise in violence as the election date nears?  



 

COL. STAMMER: Iraqi security forces are well under way for their preparations, and we 
don't anticipate any real spikes in violence that could derail the elections in Anbar province at 
this time.    

 Q  This is Raghubir from Asia Today. My basic question is that -- who do you blame now for 
the terrorist activities in Iraq, and who is behind them now after eight years? And what is the 
future?  

COL. STAMMER: Sir, could you please repeat that question, please?  

Q The basic question is that -- who is behind the attacks and ongoing -- some terrorist 
activities, and also, what is the future as far as security is concerned? Who's to blame?  

COL. STAMMER: Okay, I think I understood you asking who's behind some of the terrorist 
activity that's been occurring in Al Anbar. Clearly there's a number of different groups 
associated with operating in Al Anbar province. The latest attack that we have here is 
indicative of a -- al Qaeda in Iraq-type tactic.     

 But again, I would -- I would classify these as disparate groups coming together for short-
term common interests to achieve some measure of success in derailing the elections -- and 
that they have not been able to accomplish to date; nor do I anticipate them being able to 
accomplish that, based on the level of professionalism and experience with the Iraqi army and 
the Iraqi police in Al Anbar.  

Q Colonel, it's Luis Martinez again. Do you see any incidence of sectarian violence, any 
uptick, or any significant actions involving securing groups that rise to your level of concern?  

COL. STAMMER: To date, with my time in Al Anbar, I have not experienced any sectarian 
violence. While there has been some violence, it has been criminal in nature, and not 
necessarily sectarian.  

Q  Any violence resulting from -- within Sunni separate -- Sunni factions in Anbar? As there's 
obviously the political debate going on towards the -- and the ramp-up towards the elections, 
there are rival groups. Are you seeing any of those groups actually taking violence for their 
ideas?  

 COL. STAMMER: No, I would -- I would like to characterize the violence that I have 
witnessed to date in Al Anbar as predominantly criminal in nature.  

COL. LAPAN: Richard.  

 Q   Sir, Richard Sisk, New York Daily News.  

Does your brigade -- does the 1st Brigade have a timeline after the elections, assuming they 
go well? Do you have a timeline for drawing down?  

COL. STAMMER: Well, sir, as you know, the advise and assist brigade is part of a 
responsible drawdown evolution. My timeline in Iraq extends through next August, and we 
intend to partner well with our Iraqi security force brothers until that time.  



 

Q  Colonel, Luis Martinez again. The AABs, General Casey characterized them as being, in 
how they're different from the BCTs, in the sense that they have 50 additional officers. Is that 
-- is that an accurate assessment? And if so, what are those officers -- how do they -- how are 
they -- what jobs do they carry out that are separate from what a BCT would undertake?  

COL. STAMMER: Well, there's -- there's a lot of goodness in being the first of anything, but 
the first AAB -- you know, we didn't get quite 50 additional officers; we, in fact, got 16. But 
we organized those 16 professionals in three stability transition teams, and we partnered them 
with the three most important nodes in Anbar: the Anbar ops command, the provincial 
government council and the Department of Border Enforcement.  

 And they serve as the eyes and ears and liaison officers for the commanding general, 
Multinational Force West, and the principal conduits for me to coordinate with those three 
entities as well. And to date this -- those 16 men and the techniques that we're using have 
proven very fruitful.  

Q   Do you anticipate the arrival of an additional 34 to get your full complement in the future?  

COL. STAMMER: No, I do not.  

Q  Well, if the tasking is for 50, doesn't that complicate your efforts, then, for additional 
advising and assistance?  

COL. STAMMER: Well, I think the future AABs will be filled to -- closer to the 48 or 50 
number that's been promulgated in D.C. The 16 officer I -- the 16 officers I have right now I 
have complemented with additional capability from within my brigade combat team, and right 
now that is working just fine for us out here.  

As you know, the AAB construct will have to be manipulated to the contextual environment it 
finds itself. So while we all may start from common ground, we'll all depart rather quickly 
once we get over here into Iraq, depending on where you operate from. The construct that we 
have is working quite well for our situation here in Anbar at the time.  

 COL. LAPAN: Okay, Colonel Stammer. Looks like we've exhausted the questions here. I'd 
turn it back to you for any final comments you'd like to make.  

 COL. STAMMER: Well, I'd just like to thank all of our families back at home in Fort Bragg 
for keeping us in our prayers, and we appreciate your time today. Thank you, sir.  

A.35.  Hakim and the President of Turkey are having discussions focusing on the latest 
conditions in Iraq (Radio Dijla) 

It has been determined that the President of the Supreme Islamic Council of Iraq, 'Ammar al-
Hakim, late today is scheduled to meet Turkish President 'Abd Allah Gul to discuss the latest 
conditions in Iraq and the upcoming parliamentary elections.  

 



 

Turkish sources mentioned that Hakim met with President Gul comes in the context of a first 
visit to Turkey, which will continue for 3 days. A few days ago Turkey confirmed that the 
upcoming elections represent an important milestone in strengthening the political process in 
Iraq, noting the importance of the participation of the full spectrum of Iraqi society. The 
election would be the embodiment of success of the desire for unity of the Iraqi people and 
their ability to overcome the challenges and dangers that beset it 

A.36.  MP Hadi al-Amari: Federal court confirms Hashimi's elections law veto is 
unconstitutional (Al-Iraq) 

Parliamentary Security Commission Chairman in the House of Representatives, Hadi al-
Amari said the federal court confirmed Hashimi's veto as unconstitutional and rejected his 
veto. 

Also, MP Bahjaa al-Aaraji stated the federal court voted unanimously to reject Hashimi's 
veto. Aaraji stressed the parliamentary council will meet next Saturday regarding the veto. 

A.37.  Federal Court: Hashimi's veto on the election law is unconstitutional (Al-Forat) 

The President of the Security and Defense Committee in the Parliament, MP Hadi al-Amiri, 
announced that the Federal Court stated DP Tariq al-Hashimi's veto on the election law as 
"unconstitutional." 

In a joint press conference with the President of the Legal Committee, Bahaa al-A'araji, Amiri 
said that the Court has sent a letter to the Parliament informing of the issue. 

A'araji said that the Federal Court considered the veto as unconstitutional. 

For his part, Speaker of the House, Iyad al-Samarraie, decided to postpone the veto amending 
the election law sent by DP Hashimi until Saturday. In today's Council meeting, Samarraie 
said that on Saturday they will vote for either rejection or acceptance of the veto. 

A.38.  Iraq Vote Delay Likely After Veto on Election Law (AP) 

Iraq's Sunni Arab vice president vetoed part of a key election law Wednesday, a move that 
could delay national polls slated for January even as the top U.S. commander in Iraq said the 
timetable for American troop drawdown is on track. 

The veto, slammed by Iraq's Shiite prime minister as a threat to democracy, will most likely 
delay the vote since parliament must now discuss Vice President Tariq al-Hashemi's demands 
and take a vote on them, a process that could take days or even weeks given the legislature's 
fractious nature and its track record. 

Already, the country's election commission said it has suspended preparations for the vote. 

A further complication arose Tuesday when Kurdish leaders threatened to boycott the election 
unless the three northern provinces they control are given more seats in the next, 223-seat 
parliament. 



 

Al-Hashemi has sent part of the law back to parliament to be amended so that more seats will 
be allocated for Iraqis living abroad, most of whom are Sunni Arabs. 

Al-Hashemi said all other provisions in the law are satisfactory, and stressed that only the part 
related to the number of seats for voters abroad will be open for discussion. 

''My objection is not to the entire law, but only the first article in order to be fair to Iraqis 
living abroad,'' al-Hashemi told reporters. ''I hope that parliament will hold a vote soon on the 
suggested amendments so that elections can be carried out at their schedule date.'' 

As one of three members of Iraq's presidential council, al-Hashemi holds veto power over 
legislation. 

It was not immediately clear when parliament would take up the vice president's suggestions, 
or what precise impact it would have on the date of elections. No final date has been set yet 
for the vote, but the constitution mandates that it be held before the end of January. 

Qassim al-Aboudi, a member of Iraq's electoral commission, said al-Hashemi's move will 
likely push back the election date and that the commission has suspended its preparations for 
the vote. 

''The situation is very difficult, and it is clear now that this will affect the commission's 
procedures and for sure will push the elections back,'' al-Aboudi said. 

A member of the parliamentary legal committee, Kurdish lawmaker Khalid Shwani, said the 
committee will study al-Hashemi's suggested changes as soon as they receive them. 

''If we received it today, then we will study the suggestions starting tomorrow and then we 
will put the article to a vote,'' Shwani told The Associated Press. 

''I can't put a specific timetable on the vote because it will depend on how long the discussions 
take.'' 

Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki slammed al-Hashemi's decision to veto the bill, calling it ''a 
serious threat to the political process and democracy.'' 

''It has no solid constitutional basis,'' a statement on the premier's Web site said. ''The high 
national interests were not taken into consideration,'' said the prime minister, who has been 
locked in a bitter rivalry with al-Hashemi since al-Maliki took office in May 2006. 

Al-Maliki also urged parties to forge ahead with their election preparations. 

Dominant for decades under Saddam, Iraq's minority Sunni Arabs have felt politically 
marginalized since the former dictator's ouster in 2003. They boycotted the first post-Saddam 
national elections in January 2005, and al-Hashemi's demands appear to stem from Sunni 
fears of being sidelined once again. 



 

Lawmakers haggled for weeks over the election legislation before finally passing it on Nov. 8, 
much to the relief of Iraqi political leaders and the United States, which pushed hard for a 
deal. 

Little more than a week later, the hard-fought agreement appears to be crumbling. Iraq's 
Kurds have also demanded changes to the law to ensure more seats for Kurdish regions in 
parliament, and on Tuesday threatened to boycott the elections unless their demands were 
met. 

That ultimatum, coupled with al-Hashemi's move on Wednesday, could undermine Iraq's 
fledgling democracy and trigger a constitutional crisis if the vote is not held by the end of 
January. 

The top U.S. commander in Iraq said Wednesday that Washington's plans to withdraw all 
combat troops by the end of August 2010 remain on track despite the dispute over the election 
law. 

U.S. commanders have tied the withdrawal to the national vote. 

Gen. Raymond Odierno told a news conference that the military can adjust its plans if the 
need arises, but that no decision has to be made before late spring. 

''We're set up and we're flexible enough between now and the first of May'' he said. 

U.S. military officials have said they will begin to draw down forces about 60 days after the 
election, hoping for assurances by then that Iraq is on stable footing. 

Under a plan by President Barack Obama, all U.S. combat personnel must be out of Iraq by 
the end of August 2010. The rest of the troops, such as trainers and support personnel, must 
leave by the end of 2011.  

A.39.  Talabani says Hashimi is exercising his constitutional right (Al-Arabiya) 

President Jalal Talabani told al-Arabiyah that the Presidential Council authorized the election 
fearing a constitutional vacuum.  

President Jalal Talabani: "Hashimi exercised his right and criticized the election law from an 
accurate perspective, actually. We were not satisfied by the law either, me and my 
brother'Abd al-Mahdi, but we all were afraid of one thing - the delay of the elections. If the 
elections were delayed because of Parliament there would be a constitutional vacuum in Iraq. 
Who now governs Iraq? And by what right? These are questions pointing to a constitutional 
vacuum."  

A.40.  IHEC member says if election law is amended it will change the number of seats 
in Parliament, Hashimi optimistic  (Al-Arabiya) 

Sa'ad al-Rawi, member of IHEC: "Our position is firmly for the safety of the candidates. 
Honestly, if these paragraphs are redone the number of seats will change for every province, 
and it will also change the number of compensatory seats. So it will change the number of 



 

candidates and the required paperwork that has already been designed and that is to be given 
to each province." 

Hashimi has criticized the election law but he has not specified a time to amend what he 
objects to, and despite the fear among most politicians that the election will be delayed, the 
Vice President remains optimistic that there is a solution to the issue today or in the next two 
days, and so the election date may remain the same.   

A.41.  VP of Parliamentary Legal Committee discusses Hashimi's veto (al-Hurrah TV) 

And now to shed some light on the decision of the Supreme Federal Court we will now be 
joined live from Baghdad by Salim al-Juburi, Member of Parliament (MP) and Vice President 
of the Legal Committee.  

Reporter: Mr. Juburi the judgment issued by the Supreme Federal Court that VP Hashimi's 
veto is unconstitutional seems to be a statement of opinion, and not binding for Parliament 
according to Speaker of Parliament Iyad al-Samarrai. What does that mean? 

Juburi: It means that the Legal Committee and also Parliament will be guided by the judgment 
of the court without saying that it goes to the level of being binding. In actuality the option of 
the court carries with it three issues, an outline by which we can surpass this crisis. 

The first opinion is that there should be one seat in Parliament for every 100 thousand people, 
and representation for women [likely referring to female Members of Parliament], second that 
Iraqis inside or outside Iraq be able to vote in the elections, and third that the Independent 
High Electoral Commission (IHEC) distribute information internationally.  

The court did not respond by making a statement or order that points to the veto as violation, 
neither supporting nor confirming it. Rather is said that the Parliament has to decide on this 
issue. In actuality the conflict that is circling around it is a legal conflict, the Legal Committee 
will be working on it on Saturday to resolve it by producing a formula for the first article, 
which has been criticized, until it is suitable to present to Parliament and vote on it.  

Reporter: Is January 21 still the date of the upcoming election? 

Juburi: The date is still undetermined. If there are other issues brought up, other portfolios 
besides just article 1 brought up, then this will complicate the issue of making all the changes 
by Saturday or Sunday. This will become a political conflict. If we solve all the issues by 
Saturday or Sunday then we can pass the election law. 

Reporter: What about changing the number of compensatory seats from 5 to 15 percent? 

Juburi: If this issue comes up we will not be able to be done by Saturday or Sunday. There are 
political blocs and entities that would like to discuss this issue, and quotas etc... and the 
President seems to be one of them, in regards to the representation of our Kurdish brothers. 
There has also been talk about ration cards. This is something that Parliament can decide upon 
with a vote. 



 

Reporter: What about American pressure? And in terms of security? What about the 
withdrawal next August? 

Juburi: The search for stability is on the Iraqi people. The ability and path to arrive to a 
formula is clear, although some political entities that try and effect the date of elections. Some 
want to benefit from a certain degree of chaos, especially terrorist or illegal organizations. 
There is a lakc of fault on the part of the Americans, if there is a security vacuum this points 
to a legal or constitutional vacuum. 

A.42. Iraq Sentences Sunni Leader to Death (NY Times) 

A leader of a Sunni Awakening Council was sentenced to death for kidnapping and murder on 
Thursday, setting off charges that the Shiite-dominated Iraqi government was trying to 
weaken the Sunni movement, which is credited with much of the reduction of sectarian 
violence here since 2006.  

The Sunni leader, Adil al-Mashhadani, who led the Awakening militia in the impoverished 
Fadhil neighborhood of Baghdad, was arrested in March on charges of terrorism. His arrest 
set off 24 hours of fighting between Awakening members and American and Iraqi security 
forces, after which the government dissolved the Fadhil council. 

A spokesman for the Justice Ministry, Abdul-Sattar Bayrkdar, provided no further details 
about the crime.  

The Awakening Councils, also known as the Sons of Iraq, are local groups, including former 
insurgents and Baathists, who turned against the insurgency and received pay, first from the 
Americans and now from the Iraqis. Under their agreement with the government, they have 
tacit amnesty for past acts of sectarian violence but not for crimes like murder.  

Other Awakening leaders had mixed reactions to Mr. Mashhadani’s sentencing. “Nobody is 
above the law,” said Nabil Ahmed, an Awakening leader in the Adhamiya neighborhood.  

Ahmed Qais, also of Adhamiya, said that Mr. Mashhadani had “saved his neighborhood from 
the killing, displacement and sectarianism” and that the government had falsely imprisoned 
other Awakening members.  

Mr. Mashhadani has long been a controversial figure, described by some in Fadhil as a 
protector, others as a brutal extortionist who buried victims alive. 

Many Fadhil residents said that Mr. Mashhadani was not in police custody but was in Turkey, 
and that the courts announced the sentence to incite Sunni violence and justify a government 
crackdown. Some said the plan was led by Iranians in the government.  

“The situation has gotten worse since his arrest, and now it’s going to be even worse,” said 
Ahmed  



 

Saad, 38, who works in manufacturing. “He’s an honest guy. For this reason he’s eliminated. 
Now we are afraid to be killed by the Iranians and Al Qaeda. Al Sahwa” — an Arabic term 
for the councils — “and Sunnis are being targeted by the government and the Iranians.”  

Other residents said that since Mr. Mashhadani’s arrest, insurgent groups had returned to the 
neighborhood, along with heavy numbers of Iraqi military and police forces. They say that 
includes Al  

Qaeda in Mesopotamia, a mostly homegrown Sunni insurgent group that is thought to have 
some foreign support. 

But some residents, like Mustafa Raad Yusef, said Mr. Mashhadani and the council were 
destructive forces in Fadhil. “I want them to execute Adil al-Mashhadani because he’s the 
only one who made the situation difficult,” Mr. Yusef said. “And he made Al Sahwa a clear 
enemy for all.” 

Also on Thursday, Iraq’s lawmakers were scrambling to solve a crisis touched off by the veto 
of a law governing the coming national election, which threatens to delay the voting for the 
12th time. The measure was vetoed Wednesday by one of the two vice presidents, Tariq al-
Hashimi, who said it did not provide enough representation for minorities or Iraqis living 
abroad. The White House has pushed for passage of the law so the election can take place in 
January, as required by the Constitution.  

Throwing matters into confusion on Thursday, two members of Parliament said that the 
federal court had overturned the veto as unconstitutional, but the speaker of Parliament, Ayad 
al-Samarrai, said the court had issued no such ruling. He called on Parliament to vote on the 
veto on Saturday, amending the law if necessary. 

Elsewhere in Iraq, gunmen killed four members of the Kurdish security force, the pesh merga, 
in the Sangar district west of Mosul in northern Iraq. Also in Mosul, an improvised explosive 
device killed two policemen and wounded two others; also, gunmen killed an Egyptian man, 
and a civilian was shot dead in the Suk al-Ma’ashi district.  

In Dura, south of Baghdad, a bomb exploded in a restaurant, wounding nine people. A bomb 
in the Jalawla district north of Baquba killed a civilian and another. 

A.43.  Iraq’s Election Law Morass (NY Times) 

Iraqis have quickly learned to play hardball politics. That was evident on Wednesday when 
one of Iraq’s two vice presidents, Tariq al-Hashimi, who is a Sunni, vetoed an important 
election law at the last minute. He demanded a change that would allocate more parliamentary 
seats for Iraqi Sunnis living abroad. 

It is unquestionably better for Iraq’s political leaders to wage their battles through legislative 
maneuvering than in the streets. But their repeated delays in completing the election law 
(there have been nearly a dozen attempts) threatens their fragile constitutional system as well 



 

as the American military withdrawal. And it could provoke new violence. The law must be 
finalized as soon as possible. 

The Constitution requires the election by the end of January. Election officials had said that 
the law needed to be done by Oct. 15 to allow enough time to prepare for the voting. Even 
though Iraq’s Parliament overshot that deadline when it approved compromise legislation, the 
election was expected to take place between Jan. 18 and Jan. 23.  

But the Presidency Council (composed of the president, a Kurd, and two vice presidents, a 
Sunni and a Shiite) has the final say. And Mr. Hashimi chose to exercise his veto power and 
put in doubt Iraq’s second national election, a critical test of whether democracy can endure 
as the United States withdraws its troops. 

It was a new reminder that while violence in Iraq has significantly declined over the last 
couple of years, underlying ethnic tensions remain raw and unresolved. 

Sunnis, who ruled Iraq under Saddam Hussein, have felt marginalized since he was deposed 
in 2003, and two groups that suffered under Saddam — Kurds and Shiites, which are the 
majority — became politically dominant. So it was not surprising, perhaps, that Mr. Hashimi 
would try to enhance the voting power of his ethnic bloc. The problem is that Kurds are also 
demanding a larger share of parliamentary seats and the hard-fought compromise law is fast 
unraveling. 

American officials were instrumental in the last compromise and need to put the same kind of 
effort into resolving this impasse. The military withdrawal must stay on track, and Iraqis must 
learn how to forge reliable compromises. Endless battles like this one over the election law 
can cripple the democratic system they are trying to build and harm their own interests. 

 

A.44.  President of SICI says that elections should be held on their previously agreed 
upon date (Al-Hurrah) 

President of the Supreme Islamic Council of Iraq 'Ammar al-Hakim has said that it is very 
important that elections be held on their determined date. In a meeting with an al-Hurrah 
correspondent in Turkey Hakim said that it is most appropriate that the law be passed and 
authorized so that the election can be held on time. The law can be amended in this period or 
in one following it.  

Istanbul, Hakim: "We believe what is important is having the elections on the determined 
date.  We see in these amendments and observations secondary issues.  We must proceed and 
consider the principle that nothing should effect holding the elections. If need be, the election 
law can be amended after it has been approved." 

A.45.  Tariq al-Hashimi: Iraqi people will proceed with the elections on the scheduled 
time (Radio Dijla website) 



 

VP Tariq al-Hashimi announced the elections will be held as scheduled. The parliament will 
prove its alertness in studying the first article in the election law. 

In a press conference, Hashimi added the parliament is very cautious to ensure the Iraqi have 
their rights. Hashimi renewed his confirmation that the parliament is making efforts so the 
elections will be held as scheduled. 

Hashimi added the parliament is more enthusiastic to review this article and ensure its legality 
according to the constitution than the presidential council. Iraqis have the right to see who 
represent them in the parliament, which is the same elected in 2006. Iraqis will defend and 
guarantee their rights. 

A.46.  Between the Parliament and the Federal Court, Iraq's crisis are growing more 
mysteries (Sot Al-Iraq) 

Political situation in Iraq has become more mysterious after the Parliament refused to discuss 
V.P. Hashimi's suggestions rather vote on the veto tomorrow. Thus, send the law back to the 
presidency council; which mean Hashimi will veto the law once again which could result in 
general elections being delayed, at a time Iraqis are divided on how to understand the decision 
of the Federal Court. 

Instead of dealing with Hashimi's veto, Parliament is divided on whether the veto is 
constitutional or not. Samara'i said, "I had a meeting with the political blocs to look into the 
veto, but they didn't agree on any suggestion; thus, we have decided to vote on it on Saturday, 
to give the political blocs sometime to discuss the issue among themselves, as well as with 
their respective members." 

Samara'i expressed his optimism about holding the elections as scheduled if Parliament were 
able to rectify the issue. About the affects delaying the elections will have on the American 
Forces withdrawal from Iraq, Samara'i said, "it will not affect the withdrawal status, unless 
the delay caused a political vacuum and break in security that ISF couldn't control." 

Interpretation of the Federal Court ruling varied among MPs, the court pointed out that Iraqis 
inside or outside Iraq must be represented in the Parliament, and Samara'i thinks this is just an 
opinion and not an obligatory ruling. 

Mean while, Sources indicated that Parliament's first deputy is to send a requisition to the 
Judge asking if the ruling was unconstitutional. Al-'Atia added, "the court found that the 
constitution didn't differentiate between Iraqis inside or outside Iraq." 

MP 'Abbas Al-Baiyati indicated that the atmosphere in the Parliament is similar to when they 
were discussing the law itself. Chairman of the National Dialogue Front, Salih Al-Mutalaq, 
said, "according to my information, the court did not deem the veto unconstitutional. If they 
keep this up, they are looking to a real political crisis." 



 

MP Dhafir Al-'Ani, agrees with Al-Mutalaq, adding, "without general consensus from all, it is 
going to lead to trouble ahead and the elections date will be in jeopardy." MP of the Islamic 
Party, Salim Al-Juburi, said, "I think things will escalate, and will affect holding the elections 
on time." 

A.47.  Iraq election official: Even if Kurdish boycott averted, January deadline 
impossible (By Jane Arraf) 

A senior Kurdish leader on Friday moved to defuse the latest threat to Iraq's imperiled 
elections - a possible Kurdish boycott – saying ongoing discussions with Iraqi leaders and 
political party blocs were close to resolving their differences. 

"I am cautiously optimistic there will be a resolution," says Barham Saleh, prime minister of 
the Kurdish regional government. Also to be resolved is the opposition of Sunni Vice 
President Tariq al-Hashemi, who on Wednesday vetoed the election law passed last week, 
arguing that it did not allow for enough participation by Iraqi expatriates - a majority of whom 
are Sunni Arab. 

A vote on the law is scheduled for Saturday. But the country's top election official said that 
even if lawmakers resolved all their differences, it would be impossible to hold elections in 
January. 

"We have already stopped all our work," says Faraj al-Haydari, the head of Iraq's Independent 
High Electoral Commission (IHEC). Both IHEC and United Nations officials have said they 
need at least 60 days to prepare for a credible election. The poll would have to be held before 
the last week in January - the start of some of the holiest days on the Shiite calendar. 

While some political parties are happy to hold elections in February, U and Iraqi political 
leaders have viewed the January deadline mandated by the Iraqi Constitution as sacrosanct. 
This election, which could impact the timing of the US withdrawal, is considered particularly 
crucial in creating a more representative Iraqi government than the poll four years ago. That 
election was largely boycotted by Sunnis, resulting in a lack of political power that was seen 
as helping to fuel the insurgency.  

Election official: Kurds shortchanged Iraqi President Jalal Talabani, from the same Kurdish 
political party as Dr. Saleh, said this week that Kurds would boycott the parliamentary 
elections if they were not given more seats to reflect the increased population in the Kurdish 
provinces. Elections would not be seen as credible without the participation of the Kurds. 

Mr. Haydari says that while changing the number of seats is a political decision, the three 
Kurdish provinces do appear to have been shortchanged. 

The number of seats in the new parliament has been determined by population figures 
provided by the Iraqi Ministry of Trade, which is responsible for distributing food rations. In 
the absence of a census, those figures are generally seen the most reliable gauge of Iraq's 
population. 
 



 

Talabani's home district of Sulamaniyah received no increase in the number of seats it is 
entitled to, while the two other Kurdish provinces received three between them. 

"All the other governorates have increased from three or four or five and even 10" from the 
number of seats they were allocated in 2005 elections, says Haydari. 

General Odierno on withdrawal Saleh, speaking by telephone from Arbil, says a Kurdish veto 
is a last resort, but that the current representation is unacceptable. 

"The Kurdish people have made clear they will not stand for it and the Kurdish leadership will 
not stand for it," says Saleh. "We all know for the last four years the consequences of a 
democratic process in Iraq were unbelievably damaging," he says, referring to the Sunni 
boycott. 

"We don't want to repeat this experience with the Kurds." 

There had been fears that delayed elections could also delay the pace of the US troop 
withdrawal from Iraq. But the top US general here, Gen. Ray Odierno, said on Wednesday 
that in the absence of any separate destabilizing developments, he planned to wait until next 
spring to decide whether the pullout should go as planned. 

A.48.  Sistani expresses concern about the possibility of delayed legislative elections in 
Iraq (Radio SAWA) 

The major Shia religious authority Grand Ayatollah 'Ali al-Sistani on Friday expressed his 
concern about the possibility that the elections expected in January will be delayed.  

Sistani's Deputy Shaykh 'Abd al-Mahdi al-Karbalai said in a Friday sermon that there is fear 
of a return to "square one as there are new developments and the return of obsessions and 
feelings of anxiety by the high religious cleric that time is narrowing as the [electoral] 
commission might not be able to complete preparations to hold elections by their appointed 
date." 

Karbalai expressed to worshippers at the shrine of Imam Husayn in Karbala that it is his hope 
that an agreeable solution can be reached in Parliament. He said, "We hope that all the 
political blocs can arrive to a logical and reasonable solution to these developments and that 
the elections can be held on their determined date." 

The Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) announced Wednesday that is has 
stopped all of its activities because of the non-issuance of an election law as the result of Vice 
President Tariq Hashimi's veto." 

Speaker of Parliament Iyad al-Samarrai announced after a meeting of political blocs 
(Thursday) that they had not reached an agreeable formula and were delaying a vote on the 
veto until Saturday. 

Hashimi has demanded an increase in the number of compensatory seats especially for the 
minorities, those remaining outside Iraq, and for the small election lists. He wants a change 



 

from 5% to 15% of the seats in Parliament to be compensatory in next session, which will 
include 323 representatives. 

More than 500 people, men and women, demonstrated in Basrah condemning the veto of the 
election law. The demonstrators held placards saying, "Women of Basrah denounce the veto 
of the election law." Another said, "We do not permit the Ba'ath or al-Qaeda to sabotage the 
election." 

IHEC has set the date for legislative elections for January 16 2010, but the delays and the veto 
mean holding the election as scheduled is not possible. 

A.49.  Al-Sistani calls on parliament to reach compromise to avoid delaying elections 
(Al-Sharqiya) 

Sayyid Ali al-Sistani, supreme religious authority in Al-Najaf, has called on Iraqi 
parliamentary blocs to reach a compromise at the parliament in order to hold the elections on 
time.  

During a Friday sermon, Abd al-Mahdi al-Karbala'i said that Al-Sistani hopes that all political 
blocs will reach a logical and reasonable solution to these developments, adding that Al-
Sistani is concerned about the possibility of postponing the legislative elections scheduled to 
be held on January 2010.. 

A.50.  Iraq election official: Even if Kurdish boycott averted, January deadline 
impossible (Christian Science Monitor) 

A senior Kurdish leader on Friday moved to defuse the latest threat to Iraq's imperiled 
elections – a possible Kurdish boycott – saying ongoing discussions with Iraqi leaders and 
political party blocs were close to resolving their differences.  

"I am cautiously optimistic there will be a resolution," says Barham Saleh, prime minister of 
the Kurdish regional government. 

Also to be resolved is the opposition of Sunni Vice President Tariq al-Hashemi, who on 
Wednesday vetoed the election law passed last week, arguing that it did not allow for enough 
participation by Iraqi expatriates – a majority of whom are Sunni Arab.  

A vote on the law is scheduled for Saturday. But the country's top election official said that 
even if lawmakers resolved all their differences, it would be impossible to hold elections in 
January.  

"We have already stopped all our work," says Faraj al-Haydari, the head of Iraq's Independent 
High Electoral Commission (IHEC). Both IHEC and United Nations officials have said they 
need at least 60 days to prepare for a credible election. The poll would have to be held before 
the last week in January – the start of some of the holiest days on the Shiite calendar.  



 

While some political parties are happy to hold elections in February, US and Iraqi political 
leaders have viewed the January deadline mandated by the Iraqi Constitution as sacrosanct. 
This election, which could impact the timing of the US withdrawal, is considered particularly 
crucial in creating a more representative Iraqi government than the poll four years ago. That 
election was largely boycotted by Sunnis, resulting in a lack of political power that was seen 
as helping to fuel the insurgency.  

Election official: Kurds shortchanged 

Iraqi President Jalal Talabani, from the same Kurdish political party as Dr. Saleh, said this 
week that Kurds would boycott the parliamentary elections if they were not given more seats 
to reflect the increased population in the Kurdish provinces. Elections would not be seen as 
credible without the participation of the Kurds.  

Mr. Haydari says that while changing the number of seats is a political decision, the three 
Kurdish provinces do appear to have been shortchanged.  

The number of seats in the new parliament has been determined by population figures 
provided by the Iraqi Ministry of Trade, which is responsible for distributing food rations. In 
the absence of a census, those figures are generally seen the most reliable gauge of Iraq's 
population.  

Talabani's home district of Sulamaniyah received no increase in the number of seats it is 
entitled to, while the two other Kurdish provinces received three between them.  

"All the other governorates have increased from three or four or five and even 10" from the 
number of seats they were allocated in 2005 elections, says Haydari.  

General Odierno on withdrawal 

Saleh, speaking by telephone from Arbil, says a Kurdish veto is a last resort, but that the 
current representation is unacceptable. 

"The Kurdish people have made clear they will not stand for it and the Kurdish leadership will 
not stand for it," says Saleh. "We all know for the last four years the consequences of a 
democratic process in Iraq were unbelievably damaging," he says, referring to the Sunni 
boycott. "We don't want to repeat this experience with the Kurds."  

There had been fears that delayed elections could also delay the pace of the US troop 
withdrawal from Iraq. But the top US general here, Gen. Ray Odierno, said on Wednesday 
that in the absence of any separate destabilizing developments, he planned to wait until next 
spring to decide whether the pullout should go as planned. 

A.51.  DP Mahdi meets with British Ambassador Prentice (Al Forat TV) 



 

DP Adil Abd al-Mahdi discussed with British Ambassador to Iraq, Christopher Prentice, 
about strengthening political and economical relations between Baghdad and Britain. 

A statement from Mahdi's office said, "DP Mahdi met with Ambassador Prentice, on the 
occasion of ending his mission in Iraq, and they discussed the latest political developments. 
Mahdi praised the efforts of Prentice during his mission for strengthening bilateral relations 
between Iraq and the United Kingdom, and wished him well and success." 

The statement added, "Prentice reiterated his country's support for the political process in 
Iraq, noting the importance of a democratic Iraq in the region and the world, because of its 
historical, economical and political importance, and asked all countries to support as well." 

A.52.  Tribal demonstration in Najaf against Hashimi's veto to the elections law (Al-Iraq 
News website) 

Najaf province witnessed hundreds of demonstrators in Najaf to Express their rejection of 
Hashimi's veto for some paragraphs in the elections law. 

According to Iraqi News Media reporter, Najaf governor, Adnan al-Zarafi received the 
demonstrators in front of the provincial building. The governor pointed out the veto was made 
for political agendas. Since the parliament and especially the vice president's bloc, vetoed on 
behalf of a project decided by the elections law. Dr. Adil al-Mahdi and president Jalal 
Talabani approved it, meaning the veto was approved by all parties and political entities and 
the Iraqi people representatives. 

Zarafi confirmed, "Dr. Hashimi's veto is not justifiable and came from political motivations. 
We consider it a victory for the Ba'athist and not for the Iraqi people's will. The Baath party 
wants to disturb the politics and tried to destroy the government with their terrorist 
explosions, but they failed and now they are trying once more to disturb the political process 
by postponing the elections law and not approving it. The federal court is very careful in her 
response to the veto and the brothers at the parliament will discuss the issue and give their 
response. We hope that Mr. Hashimi will back up on his stand, just for the Iraqi people's 
benefit." 

Mr. Mohammad al-Ghalibi, leader of al-Ghalibi tribes in Iraq said at the demonstration, "Iraqi 
tribes requests are requests from all Iraqis. We call today for its eminence, VP Tariq al-
Hashimi, to be a representative to all Iraqi people and not just one political party in particular. 
We hope that he will represent the Iraqi people since he is vice president and not a bloc or 
side or political party. We are demonstrating today to hold him responsible for any 
postponement in the elections. This is a very sensitive period, where politicians need to be 
united and stand as one, away from sectarian parties. We ask all politicians not to postpone 
the elections." 

Other tribal leaders commented on VP Hashimi's veto and showed their fear of any elections 
postponement. They called for unity in Iraq, instead of disputes in the political parties. 



 

At the end, the Iraqi tribes leaders, issued a statement saying, "The Iraqi tribes respect the 
Iraqi people's rights, including the displaced Iraqis abroad. But we do not want it to be used a 
window to postpone building democracy in Iraq. Democracy is a threat to the neighboring 
countries governments, fearing democracy will destroy their power." 

The statement added the Iraqi tribes reject the Iraqi people live in a constitutional void in case 
the elections are postponed. "This is the most important phase, in which we move forward to 
ensure security and a better future for the Iraqi people, instead of going to square one." 
Concluded the statement issued by the Iraqi tribe leaders. 

A.53.  Iraq MPs delay election bill debate (KUNA) 

The Iraqi Council of Representatives on Saturday postponed a debate over an election bill 
which was vetoed by a vice-president, sending January polls into question. 

Iraqi Parliament Speaker Ayad Al-Samarraie announced that the vote in the 275-seat 
parliament on whether to send the law back to the three-member presidency had been delayed 
until Sunday, parliamentary sources told KUNA. 

"We apologize to the Iraqi people and the lawmakers because a consensus suggestion was 
supposed to be presented amending the vetoed items, but they haven't reached an agreement 
yet," al-Samarie was quoted as saying.. 

Parliament had planned to vote Saturday on how to resolve the issue, but delayed the 
proceeding until Sunday while lawmakers attempted to find asolution acceptable to all 
political blocs in a nation marked by ethnic and sectarian divisions. 

Vice President Tariq Al-Hashemi, a Sunni Arab, vetoed the legislation earlier this week 
because he wanted more seats allocated for Iraqis living abroad, most of whom are Sunnis 
who fled the war. 

There are several suggestions for a solution acceptable to all Iraqi rivals; raising the 
percentage of compensatory seats to 10 percent in lieu of five percent, or sending the bill back 
to the presidency council. 

The constitution requires the election to be held by the end of January, and a delay could 
undermine Iraq's fledgling democracy and fragile institutions. 

 

B. SECURITY 
 

B.1.  60 Algerians who were recruited by Iraqi resistance reportedly join Al-Qaeda in 
North Africa (Ennahar el-Djadid paper) 

Quoting recent security reports the paper said that 60 Algerians who were recruited into the 
ranks of the Iraqi resistance had failed to enter Iraq and returned to Algeria.  They joined the 
ranks of the terrorist organization which is led by Abdel malek Droudkal (AKA :Abu-



 

Mous'ab Abdel wadoud).  They had been involved in support Networks before joining 
directly in terrorist acts, due to the decline in recruitment. 

The security services had succeeded in eliminating the most prominent leader of recruitment, 
called Shafi'ai Khamis. He was behind establishing links with Libyan nationals who came 
back from Iraq and were later recruited into the ranks of AQLIM. 

The paper said that Droudkal had placed a bet (confidence) on those Libyans due to their 
expertise in manufacturing explosives and preparing suicide bombings.  Droudkal is 
recruiting Libyan mercenaries by paying them sums of money and by promising to appoint 
them as leaders. 

B.2.  126 Iraqi women sentenced to death who were senior employees of the previous 
regime (al-Iraq News) 

President of the Dawa Party and Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki continues to escalate his 
attacks on the Ba'ath leadership and symbols of the previous Iraqi regime in order to 
encourage his supporters in the Dawa Party and the remainder in the sectarian trends to 
strengthen his shaky position before elections.   

Death sentences were issued in Baghdad for 126 Iraqi women under the pretext of accusations 
of terrorism, a ready accusation used by any detective from Maliki's organization in order to 
bring down the death penalty for any opposition to the policy of Maliki's government.  Most 
of the women who have received a death sentence have a diploma of higher education.  These 
women worked in government positions in the shadow of the previous regime.  It is expected 
that the sentences will be carried out before Eid al-Adha, and will coincide with the time that 
former President Saddam Hussein has his sentence carried out.  The source also mentioned 
that the former Minister of Labor and Social Affairs and the Director of Nuclear Energy have 
been sentenced to death.  Currently legal and rights organizations are working to halt this 
campaign such as "The will of Iraqi Women" which is based in Syria.  They aim to form a 
front to put pressure on the government, and the Dawa Party, headed by PM Maliki in order to 
present the executions. 

B.3.  Iraq demands U.N. help to stop the drought in the marshes (Sot Al-Iraq) 

The Iraqi Foreign Ministry demanded that the U.N. addresses the drought issue in the 
marshes, by asking neighboring countries to stop their threats to Iraqi water resources. 

A source said that a letter sent by FM Hushaiyer Zebari to the United Nations, shed some 
light on the phenomena called, "the drought of the marshes" and included a demand to the 
U.N. to intervene and stop Iraq's neighbors from threatening Iraq's water resources. 

The Foreign Ministry also asked neighboring countries to change their strategies toward Iraq's 
water share, according to international rules and laws. 

B.4.  Parliamentarians ask to question the Interior Minister against the backdrop of 
security deterioration (Buratha News) 



 

According to Parliamentary sources, 65 MPs have filed a request to the Presidency of the 
Parliament, to question the Interior Minister, Jawad al-Bulani. Sources added that the 
Presidency of the Parliament is now considering the request. 

The Ministry's media director, Alaa al-Taie, said that the Interior Ministry and its Minister, 
Bulani are ready to be questioned in the House of Representatives. He said that the Ministry 
has files that will present to the Council of Representatives to determine the responsibilities 
entrusted to the Ministry, and expressed hope that the questioning will be public so the 
citizens will be aware of the overlap that exists between the security services 

B.5.  Iraq's Kurdish forces arrest Al-Qaeda bombings suspect (AFP) 

The security services of Iraq's northern Kurdish area said Saturday they had arrested a key Al-
Qaeda figure allegedly behind a string of bomb attacks, in an operation backed by the US 
military. 

An official statement named the suspect as Muthanna Hani Nassar and said he had been a 
high-ranking official in the Baath party of executed dictator Saddam Hussein. 

The US army said separately that he was wanted in connection with major bombings in 
northern Iraq. 

Nassar, 36, from Ramadi, the capital of Anbar province and hotbed of the once fierce Sunni 
insurgency against US forces, was arrested in Sulaimaniyah city last weekend under a warrant 
issued in his home city, Kurdish intelligence said. 

"The arrested terrorist is wanted by the Iraqi security forces and US forces in Ramadi," said a 
statement issued by the Sulaimaniyah Asaish Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) team. 

"He came to Sulaimaniyah on the pretext of work with a local company and he was intending 
to plan terrorist operations," it added, noting that documents found at the time of arrest 
"proved his involvement in terrorist attacks." 

The security operation was conducted during the night November 8-9 and was backed by US 
advisers. 

"The arrested individual is suspected of being a former high ranking member of the Baath 
party and is allegedly a key figure in the Al-Qaeda terrorist group," said a US military 
statement. 

"The suspect has been linked to major explosive attacks throughout northern Iraq and has 
been connected to financing terrorist cells." 

Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki has accused loyalists from the Baath, Saddam's outlawed 
political party, of conducting bombings nationwide, including the August 19 and October 25 
attacks on government buildings in Baghdad. 

B.6.  Twelve people killed in mysterious circumstances in Baghdad (EXSUM) 



 

Baghdad Operations Command formed a Committee to investigate the killings of thirteen 
people in the district of Abu Ghraib, west of Baghdad. 

A statement of the BOC said that a high level Committee has been formed to investigate the 
killings, adding that preliminary information indicate that it was a tribal dispute in Arab al-Ali 
village, within the district of Abu Ghraib. 

Earlier, some news outlets reported that twelve Sahwa members were killed in an attack by 
unidentified gunmen, who were wearing Iraqi Army uniforms, on a number of houses in al-
Radwaniyah area, noting that there were leaders of Islamic Party killed too. 

B.7.  Iraq seeks right to nuclear energy program (EXSUM) 

Iraqi Science and Technology Minister Raed Fahmi said in remarks published on Sunday that 
his country wants access to civilian nuclear energy. 

In an interview with AFP, Fahmi called of the cessation of United Nations restrictions in 
Iraq's nuclear program, which were first imposed in 1991 following Saddam Hussein's 
invasion of Kuwait. 

UN Security Council Resolution 707 outlaws all nuclear activity in Iraq until the council rules 
that the country is in compliance with non-proliferation agreements. 

Iraq is already moving to ratify those international agreements, Fahmi said. 

"We are working to put into practice and respect all Iraq's commitments," he told AFP, adding 
that Baghdad had raised the issue with the International Atomic Energy Agency. 

"Our nuclear strategy is for civilian application of atomic energy and we believe we have the 
right and that certain obstacles contained in Resolution 707 should be lifted," he added. 

Fahmi stressed that Iraq has made no decision yet to build a nuclear power plant. 

B.8.  Iraq asks the U.N. to intervene and address the drought in the marshes (al-
Baghdadia) 

Iraq has requested that the United Nations (U.N.) intervene in order to deal with the drought 
in the marshes and the resulting human and environmental damage. 

According to a source in the General Secretariat of the cabinet, Foreign Minister Hoshyar 
Zibari sent a message to the General Secretary of the U.N. in order to shed light on the 
phenomena of drought in the marshes of southern Iraq.  The source confirmed that the 
message included a request to intervene and start assisting with what aid is possible and urge 
neighboring countries in order to stop threats to the water resources and change their policies 
so that they also guarantee Iraq's water rights, which are protected by Iraqi and international 
law. 

Zibari called on these countries to carry out their commitments to international conventions 
and work to release the share of water sufficient to feed the Iraqi marshlands. 



 

B.9.  Assailants dressed in Iraqi army uniforms  killed 13 men and boys late Sunday 
(McClatchy Newspapers) 

In a massacre that revived memories of Iraq's worst years of sectarian bloodshed, assailants 
dressed in Iraqi army uniforms savagely killed 13 men and boys late Sunday near the restive 
city of Abu Ghraib, according to Iraqi officials and villagers. 

Most of the victims - some of whom reportedly were beheaded, while others were shot and 
then mutilated - were members of the Awakening, a Sunni Muslim movement that with U.S. 
backing and funding has fought the terrorist group al Qaida in Iraq. 

Residents and security officials said that shortly before midnight, armed men in civilian 
vehicles raided two villages near Abu Ghraib – a city to the west of Baghdad that houses a 
major prison - took captives to a nearby cemetery named Seyid Mhimmed and killed them. 

"I believe they were targeted because they formed Sahwas (Awakening councils) in the area 
and fought back al Qaida," said Ibraheem Ismail , who described himself as a first cousin of 
seven of the victims and more distantly related to the rest. 

Among the dead were a father and two sons, three brothers and several local leaders, 
including the sheik of the local mosque, who was a member of the Iraqi Islamic Party, a major 
Sunni political group. 

By Monday evening, no one claimed had responsibility for the killings. They raised anew 
fears about the future of the anti- al Qaida in Iraq Awakening movement after U.S. troops 
withdraw from Iraq . Prime Minister Nouri al Maliki's Shiite Muslim-dominated government 
has resisted incorporating members of the Sunni movement, some of whom previously 
cooperated with al Qaida in Iraq , into Iraq's security forces. 

While sectarian violence has dropped dramatically, it's still a daily occurrence, and there are 
fears that the violence could grow again in advance of national elections tentatively scheduled 
for January. 

Iraq's parliament approved a long-delayed election law Nov. 8 , but it's in limbo again, further 
unsettling the political atmosphere. Iraq's three-member presidency council must sign off on 
the legislation, but President Jalal Talabani , a Kurd, and Vice President Tariq al Hashimi , a 
Sunni, have demanded changes to give greater representation to displaced Iraqis. 

The Iraqi Islamic Party demanded that the government investigate the Abu Ghraib killings, 
and it complained that government security in the area has been lax. 

The "barbaric massacre ... brings to our minds the crimes of the years of security breakdown," 
the party said, referring to the peak of violence in 2005-2007. 

The area around the killings was still cordoned off Monday evening, and residents 
complained that security forces were detaining people at random. The Iraqi military's 
Baghdad Operations Center said the perpetrators came from the area around the two villages 
where the victims lived, Aabid and Khudhair. 



 

Residents, members of the Zobae tribe, fiercely disputed that. "If they had been from the area, 
we would have recognized them; we are all related here," Ismail said. "They want to believe 
that we did this to ourselves, that it is a tribal matter, but it isn't." 

So far, November has been the least violent month in Iraq in recent memory. According to the 
Web site icasualties.org, political violence has killed one U.S. soldier and, before Monday, 12 
members of the Iraqi security forces and 29 civilians. The site says that the civilian casualty 
figures are incomplete, however, and the true numbers are undoubtedly much higher. 

B.10.  Sabah - GoI working to stop funds flowing to terrorists (EXSUM) 

The Iraqi government has initiated a plan to track funds that support the terrorists who are 
aiming to destabilize the security situation as the elections approach. 

The action came when parliamentary sources revealed that the financing of armed groups in 
Iraq is occurring through money-laundering operations by depositing hundreds of millions of 
dollars in the accounts of some politicians and businessmen. 

Sources also confirmed that al-Qaeda in Iraq obtains money from the revenue of selling drugs 
in Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

According to the former National Security Adviser, Mowaffaq al-Rubaie, the government has 
set a number of regulations with the participation of the Central Bank and security agencies to 
stop the resources provided to terrorists.    

B.11. Iraqi Army patrol hit with explosive device in Baquba (Radio Nawa) 

Tuesday evening an Iraqi Army patrol was hit by an explosive device in the area of al-Mafraq 
in central Ba'qubah, Diyala Province. 

A source in the security apparatus mentioned in a statement to the pres that the explosion led 
the wounding of two members of the Iraqi Army who were transported to the Baquba General 
Hospital for treatment.  The vehicle they had been in was a humvee.  Five suspects have been 
arrested following a raid that was carried out by security forces in the area of the incident.  

On a related note police forces in Diyala arrested nine wanted men in the area of Buhriz south 
of Ba'qubah according to intelligence information. 

B.12. A rocket fell on a US Army base in Kirkuk (AL-Sharqiya TV) 

A rocket fell on a US Army base in the city of Kirkuk, north of Baghdad. A security source 
said that the rocket was fired from Al-Wahid Huzayran (first of June)area toward Al-Hurriyah 
Air Base, which the US Army uses as its headquarters. 

The source added that after a search for gunmen in the area was conducted, another rocket 
was found.  So far the number of casualties or damage to the base is not known as the US 
Army has not issued a statement on the incident. 

B.13. Awakening member killed and 4 other wounded in Salah al-Din (Radio Dijla) 



 

One Awakening members has been killed and four others wounded in a clash with 
unidentified gunmen in the "al-'Ilm" neighborhood of northern Tikrit in Salah al-Din province 
on Tuesday. 

A security source said that forces rushed to surround the area of engagement and began 
searching for the attackers, while the injured were rushed to the hospital. 

B.14. Southern provinces reject the security forces redeployment and their transfer to 
the  borders (Hayat website) 

Southern Iraq provinces (Basrah, Dhi Qar and Maysan) rejected the Interior Ministry decision 
to redeploy police forces and transfer others to the borders for the Iraqi elections next year. 
Governmental orders were issued to change the distribution and increase security on the 
borders with the neighboring countries, in accordance with the security plan for the voting 
process. 

Security and Defense Commission Chairman of the Maysan Council, Salim Sarhan said, 
"Governmental orders were issued lately to transfer 1,000 police members to the province 
adjacent to Iran." 

Sarhan added the province need to increase their numbers to maintain security in the city, 
district and surrounding areas. "There are security plans still imposed in the province, but we 
cannot implement a change in the local police distribution  in Maysan at this time. Those 
entities had an important role in maintaining security and its absence will deteriorate it. The 
Interior Ministry has currently postponed the decision we've rejected." 

Dhi Qar province sent a request on the same issue and its Council Chairman, Qassa al-Abbadi 
said in a press conference, "The Interior Ministry agreed to change the police forces 
distribution  and their integration with the border police. This decision should include the 
provinces that border neighboring countries such as Basrah, Maysan, Muthana, Kut and 
Diyala. Dhi Qar does not have any external borders." 

Abbadi stated that Dhi Qar demonstrates significant security functions to prepare for the 
forthcoming elections. Dhi Qar Police Chief, Maj. Gen. Sabah al-Fatlawi confirmed the above 
statement, saying the province needs definite security protection. 

The implemented security plan for the parliamentary elections includes transferring 1,000 
police members in each province to work with the border police, according to al-Abbadi. 
While adjusting the security institutions distribution, decisions were made to transfer prison 
guards to other prisons. 

Basrah Provincial Council Member, Abdu al-Satar al-Mousawi said the council conducted an 
investigation on the decision and found out Basrah needs these numbers and are not willing to 
transfer them outside the province. "we stand against the transfer the prison guards." Added 
Mousawi. 



 

B.15.  U.S. military in Iraq: Bucca detainees have no relations with Baghdad explosions 
(Asharq al Awsat website) 

MNF-I Media Advisor, Nadir Suleiman confirmed, the U.S. did not receive any information 
on the released Bucca detainees and their relations to the latest Baghdad explosions. 

Baghdad witnessed Sunday's explosions targeting governmental institutions on October and 
Wednesday explosions last August. U.S. forces closed Bucca prison last September. Bucca 
included the most dangerous detainees, in Basrah city. 

Suleiman told Asharq al-Awsat, "At this time, we did not receive any information from the 
Iraqi side linking the detainees involvement in the attacks last August and October. The 
attacks targeted several Iraqi ministries." 

The above statement was a response to the French Press Agency release Stating that suspects 
involved in the August explosions were arrested. The detainees were known in Camp Bucca 
and the same scenario reoccurred in the October attacks. The report said the suicide bombers 
in those explosions were detainees in Bucca. 

Suleiman said, "We have total trust in the Iraqi government. When the Iraqi government want 
to give us information, we listen with all seriousness. At this moment, we did not receive any 
information pointing to any relations with former detainees to those explosions." 

Suleiman added, "All the detainees' cases were scrutinized by the Iraqi Justice Ministry, 
which took the decision to release them or transfer them to the Iraqi government. Every 
detainee had the right to stand before a Judge, who decides on release him or keeping him. 
Before releasing any detainee, the Iraqi government has full knowledge of thecourt decision 
and in return decides to release the detainee or transfer him to an Iraqi prison." 

Suleiman concluded that the detainees in the U.S. prisons were training daily in professional 
education and fighting illiteracy, including reading, writing. "That way the detainees will be 
capable of making an easier transition in the Iraqi society after their release. The detainees 
will be good citizens, capable of serving their country in the future." Suleiman added. 

B.16.  No shortcuts in Iraq, U.N. envoy says (UPI) 

The United Nations must hold to its commitments in Iraq as insurgents and political turmoil 
threaten national stability, the top U.N. envoy to Iraq said. 

Ad Melkert, the U.N. special envoy to Iraq, told members of the U.N. Security Council that 
Iraq faces lingering threats not only from militants, but also from simmering disputes between 
the Kurdish and central governments. 

"And this must motivate the United Nations to mobilize all possible support for this process 
and progress, for Iraqis are receptive and eager to incorporate the values of the U.N. Charter 
in the building of a new state and a new society," he said. 



 

The Kurdish and central governments are at odds regarding the authority over the so-called 
disputed territories, areas stretching from Sinjar near the Syrian border to Khanaqin in the 
eastern province of Diyala. Both governments are also wrangling over issues related to Iraq's 
oil wealth. 

U.S. plans for withdrawal from Iraq, meanwhile, are threatened by delays in a national 
election law. Lawmakers had passed a series of amendments to a 2005 election law that set 
the stage for a Jan. 21 vote, though disputes in a three-member presidential council in 
Baghdad and a threat of boycott from the Kurdish government put the January date in doubt. 

Melkert said the current situation in Iraq highlights the need for a sustainable effort toward 
reconstruction and national reconciliation. 

"This will have to be a commitment over a long period of time," he said. "There will be no 
shortcuts." 

B.17.  Al Qaeda in Iraq becoming less foreign-U.S. general, Michael Christie (Reuters) 

Al Qaeda in Iraq is becoming more Iraqi and less dominated by foreigners as the insurgent 
group increasingly joins forces with Saddam Hussein's outlawed Baath party, the commander 
of U.S. forces said on Wednesday. 

Investigations into massive suicide bombings in Baghdad on Oct. 25, in which more than 150 
people died, indicated that explosives or fighters were coming across from Syria, U.S. 
General Ray Odierno also said. 

The U.S. commander's comments reinforced accusations by the government of Shi'ite Prime 
Minister Nuri al-Maliki that al Qaeda and former Baathists were working together to 
undermine improved security and elections expected to be held in January. 

Maliki's government has also accused neighbouring Syria of giving a safe haven to Baathists 
plotting attacks in Iraq. 

"Al Qaeda in Iraq has transformed significantly in the last two years. What once was 
dominated by foreign individuals has now become more and more dominated by Iraqi 
citizens," Odierno told reporters at the U.S. military's main base in Baghdad. 

"There's still a small foreign element to al Qaeda, there are some who used to be Sunni 
rejectionists or ex-Baathists who are involved in this because of course they don't want the 
government to succeed." 

Overall violence in Iraq has fallen sharply in the past 18 months and November so far has 
experienced one of the lowest civilian casualty levels since the 2003 U.S. invasion. But 
attacks by suspected Sunni Islamist insurgents like al Qaeda remain common. 

The twin suicide bombings in Baghdad on Oct. 25 devastated the Justice Ministry and the 
Baghdad governorate headquarters, while two similar suicide bombings on Aug. 19 killed 
almost 100 people at the foreign and finance ministries. 



 

"We believe that there will be attempts to conduct more attacks between now and the 
elections because they want to destabilise those," Odierno said. 

The election is expected to occur between Jan. 18-23 but the date has been cast into doubt 
after Vice President Tareq al-Hashemi vetoed a law needed for the ballot to take place. 

Odierno said multiple investigations had been launched into the Oct. 25 bombings, involving 
U.S. and Iraqi investigators. 

"My experience is there probably was some movement of fighters or explosives coming from 
Syria," he said when asked if the investigations had indicated any links to Syria. 

B.18.  Iraqi-European coordination to pursue sleeping cells (Al-Sabah) 

The Security and Defense Committee in the parliament revealed that efforts are being made to 
coordinate with the European Union to pursue the terrorist sleeping cells that recruit suicide 
bombers and send them to Iraq to kill innocent people.  

In an interview with Sabah newspaper, the Committee's Chairman, Hadi al-Amri criticized the 
lack of similar strategic coordination between Iraqi security agencies and neighboring 
countries, noting that intelligence agencies are complaining about the lack of funds and 
shortage of equipment. 

Nonetheless, Amri stressed that major changes are expected shortly where the actions of the 
agencies will depend on the tactical and strategic factors simultaneously.. 

B.19.  US has time to reconsider Iraq drawdown plan-Odierno (Reuters) 

The U.S. military does not have to decide until April or May whether to push back the end of 
its combat operations in Iraq due to a possible delay in the country's next election, the U.S. 
commander said on Wednesday. 

President Barack Obama has pledged to end U.S combat operations in Iraq by Aug. 31, 2010, 
ahead of a full pullout by the end of 2011. The U.S. force in Iraq is supposed to be reduced to 
50,000 by next September from around 115,000 now. 

A veto by Iraq's vice president of a law needed for the election to take place in January raised 
the possibility once again that the ballot would have to be delayed.  

That could affect the Aug. 31 drawdown date, U.S. officials have said. 

"I feel very confident that we don't have to make any decision until late spring," General Ray 
Odierno told reporters. 

"That would then be based on, if we believe there is some sort of instability that would be 
created that would swiftly change the path that Iraq is on, and if that happened then we'd have 
to go back and get further guidance from Washington." 



 

"But I don't see that happening right now," he added. 

Under a bilateral security pact signed last year, all U.S. troops must withdraw from Iraq by the 
end of 011. 

The date for the end of combat operations is not included in the agreement but was set by 
Obama as part of a pledge to U.S. voters to end the war in Iraq. 

The U.S. military's plans for sending more troops to Afghanistan to fight a resurgent Taliban 
also hinges on its ability to draw down in Iraq. 

Violence has fallen sharply in the past 18 months but suicide bombings remain common. 

U.S. officials say the 60-day period after Iraq's next election will likely reveal whether the 
country will tip back into sectarian bloodshed or move toward stability and peace. 

Odierno wants to retain a muscular U.S. presence in Iraq, capable of assisting Iraqi troops or 
police, until there is clarity about the security situation. 

"What I believe I have is flexibility and that's the most important thing -- that I have 
flexibility if we see a problem that we can adjust. And that's what I can do between now and 
May, that's for sure," Odierno said. 

"I think I have time until April or May to go back and ask if we have to defer from the 31 
August date that the president has set. Right now I believe we can meet that date." 

B.20.  17 Wanted men and a container of cluster bombs found in Basrah (Radio Nawa) 

A source in the Basrah Police has said that on Thursday they arrested 17 men wanted for 
various issues, and found a container of cluster bombs during raid and search operations in 
different areas of the province. 

The source explained to Aswat al-Iraq (Voices of Iraq) that police forces "conducted a raid 
and search campaign in various areas of the province which led to the arrest of 17 wanted men 
who have perpetrated various crimes such are murder, theft, and robbery." He added that 
"these forces also found a container of cluster bombs weighing about 1000 kilos in the area of 
al-Qasim (in the west of the province), as well as four rifles and a pistol and two hand 
grenades (south of Basra)." 

B.21.  Security personnel told not to involve in politics (Radio SAWA) 

Baghdad Operations Command asked security personnel not to get involved in politics or 
promoting political parties, noting the violators will be punished in accordance with the law. 

In an official statement, the spokesman for Baghdad operations, Maj. Gen. Qassim Atta, said 
that all security personnel signed a pledge to stay away from politics in all forms or 
supporting a particular political entity.  



 

Atta explained that the Constitution allowed security personnel to participate in the elections 
by voting, but they are barred from recommending a specific party 

B.22.  Zebari says: UN envoy did not come to Iraqi to investigate the bloody bombings, 
but to consult with GOI (Al-Sharqiya) 

Iraqi Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari has stressed that Oscar Fernandez, the UN secretary 
general's envoy, did not come to Iraqi to investigate the bloody bombings, but to listen to the 
Iraqi Government and consult with it regarding these bombings.  

In statements to Al-Sharqiya, Zebari said that the UN envoy will present his report to Ban Ki-
moon and in light of it, the next steps will be considered. 

Zebari said, "The UN has responsibility. Through the UN resolutions, all neighboring 
countries should cooperate to achieve security and stability in Iraq, control the borders, 
prevent infiltrations, combat terrorism, exchange information, and stop the funding of these 
groups and networks. Therefore, the meeting was extremely useful." 

Zebari then adds, "He [Fernandez] did not come to conduct investigations... so, it is very 
important to be clarify this point, but to consult with the Iraqi leadership and to listen to us. 
After he presents his report, the UN secretary general and we will have to think of the next 
steps that should be taken." 

 

C. ECONOMICS 

 

C.1.   Iraq expects strong competition in new oil bidding (AP) 

Iraq's oil minister said Sunday he expects strong competition among international oil 
companies in a second round of bidding next month on the country's lucrative oil fields. 

Forty-five international oil companies - including Exxon Mobil Corp., Chevron, BP Group 
PLC., ConocoPhillips and Total SA - have been cleared to compete for the rights to develop 
15 oil fields on offer in 10 projects. 

Iraq's first postwar auction in June flopped after most foreign oil companies rejected the price 
Baghdad set for each barrel produced.  Only one contract was awarded out of eight oil and gas 
fields on offer. 

"We expect the world's biggest oil companies to come and submit their offers ... good 
competitive offers," Oil Minister Hussain al-Shahristani told reporters. 

He added that the per-barrel-produced fee for the second bidding round on Dec. 11-12 will be 
studied carefully for each field to reach a fair price for development. 



 

The single deal reached in the first round went to British oil giant BP PLC and its partner 
CNPC of China for Iraq's biggest oil field, the 17.8 billion-barrel Rumaila field in the 
country's South.The companies plan to raise production from the current 1 million barrels a 
day to 2.85 million barrels a day, and will receive $2 per barrel produced. 

Two international consortiums have since revised their bids to develop two other prized oil 
fields near Rumaila. The first consortium, grouping U.S. and European oil giants Exxon 
Mobil and Royal Dutch Shell PLC, has signed a preliminary deal to develop the 8.6 billion-
barrel West Qurna Stage 1 field for $1.9 per barrel produced.  They aim to boost production 
from the current 280,000 barrels per day to 2.325 million. 

The second consortium is led by Italy's Eni SpA, in partnership with Occidental Petroleum 
Corp. of the U.S. and South Korea's KOGAS.  They are to develop the 4.1 billion-barrel 
Zubair oil field.  The consortium aims to boost output to 1.1 million barrels per day, up from 
the current 200,000 barrels per day. Both of the 20-year contracts still need the government's 
final approval. 

Al-Shahristani estimated the combined projected output from Rumaila, West Qurna Stage I 
and Zubair will exceed 6 million barrels a day in six to seven years. 

Although Iraq sits on the world's third-largest oil reserve, the country is producing and 
exporting far below its potential. Foreign companies are seen as key to reviving the sector and 
ramping up output, with the increase crucial for Iraq as the nation relies on oil exports for 95 
percent of its foreign revenues. 

 

C.2.   Trade fair opens in Arbil, 125 companies from 12 countries participating (PUK 
Media) 

Monday in the capital of the Kurdistan Region, Arbil a special trade fair opened for household 
implements and hotel needs.  There are 125 companies from 12 countries participating.  The 
fair will be at the Arbil International Fair Grounds for four days. 

The exhibition has special materials for the manufactured of household implements and those 
specialized for hotels with a large degree ofparticipation from Turkey, Syria, United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), Iran and Germany. 

The attendance of Turkish companies was particularly significant in comparison to others. 
The exhibition is the first of its kind in the Kurdistan Region.  Great attention was given to the 
hotel materials in particular. 

C.3.   Private banks flourish amid Iraq's chaos (Reuters) 

Privately-owned banks are flourishing in Iraq as lower violence and increasing savviness 
among Iraqi bankers fuel a lending boom, U.S. officials and Iraqi banking executives say. 



 

Iraq's tiny banking sector is dominated by two of seven state-owned banks which alone 
control 86 per cent of assets, but private banks are expanding rapidly around the country and 
targeting growth areas like lending to family-run firms. 

Credit from private banks to the economy jumped 80 percent in the past year and looks set for 
double-digit growth in the future, said a U.S. aid official, who declined to be named. 

"It's growth that's coming off a very small base," he said at a Baghdad banking conference 
where private banks touted their expertise on items like car loans and letters of credit. 

"But the expectation is that the private sector will show sizeable growth - maybe not 80 per 
cent again - but certainly people expect to see strong double-digit growth." 

Violence triggered by the 2003 U.S.-led invasion has fallen sharply over the past 18 months 
and Iraqis are hoping that plans to boost oil output will reverse decades of economic decline. 

The Iraqi market is starting to interest Western banks, though highsecurity costs and lingering 
violence have deterred them from takingconcrete steps like opening an office here, the official 
said. But theIraqi central bank's willingness to issue new licences means the market is open to 
them, he said. 

" I think the best existing projects in Iraq are opening new Iraqi banks. We have had only one 
default from someone who didn't pay back his loan. " 

Britain's HSBC already has a presence in Iraq through a stake in Dar es Salaam bank, and 
Bahraini, Turkish, Iranian and Lebanese banks have set up shop here. Others in the Middle 
East and Asia are eyeing opportunities in Iraq, Boston Consulting Group said earlier this year. 

A look at Iraqi banks like the Ashur International Bank for Investment shows why. While 
many Western banks are still hurting from the financial crisis, Ashur is prospering - it expects 
profit to rise 50 per cent to $15-million this year and plans to open three new branches to add 
to the four it already has. 

Lending to small, family-run firms like restaurants and shops has proven to be particularly 
good business for Ashur, which has boosted loans to the segment sixfold this year. 

"I think the best existing projects in Iraq are opening new Iraqi banks," said Wade al-Handal, 
the bank's chairman. 

"We have had only one default from someone who didn't pay back his loan." 

Getting Iraqis to bank with private rather than state-run banking companies like Rafidain and 
Rasheed may be a struggle. 

But with up to 40 per cent of the population using the banking system, Iraq already has higher 
banking usage than Egypt, where the figure stands at 20-25 per cent, the U.S. official said. 
Still, Iraq's banking sector remains in its infancy.The banking system has just over 40 banks 
with more than 800 branches, but loans by state-run banks stand at just 3.6 trillion Iraqi dinars 



 

($3.1-billion) while those by private banks total 1.8 trillion Iraqi dinars, central bank data 
show. 

Much of Iraqi banking activity is limited to basic lending and deposit services. But there are 
signs Iraqi banks are getting more confident about lending freely and becoming savvier about 
focusing on profitable areas, officials say. 

Lending to small and medium-sized firms by private banks with the help of a U.S.-backed 
project stood at $2.5-million a year ago, but has now jumped to $23-million, said Joel Antal, 
technical director of the Iraqi Company for Financing SMEs. 

A year ago, banks viewed loans maturing in 18 months as too risky, whereas now two-year 
loans are commonplace, he said. 

"This tells us that they're getting more confident," Mr. Antal said. "What we're trying to teach 
them is that this is a profit sector ... That's where banker's greed gets started." 

C.4.   France welcomes Iraqi leader for state visit (AFP) 

France moved to raise both its profile and its profits in Iraq on Monday, welcoming President 
Jalal Talabani to Paris with a series of trade and aid deals ready for signing. 

Talabani will be treated to full ceremonial honours when he arrives at the Elysee palace later 
Monday for his first full state visit, talks with President Nicolas Sarkozy and a dinner given in 
his honour. 

Iraq's red, white and black flag with its "Allahu Akbar" (God is Greater) inscription flew on 
the Champs Elysees, celebrating the improving ties between Paris and Baghdad. 

The pomp and circumstance for Talabani in Paris came after Sarkozy paid a brief visit to 
Baghdad in February to confirm the shift in France, the country that led international 
opposition to the US-led invasion in 2003. 

"This state visit -- which is the first by an Iraqi leader -- is key," said Boris Boillon, France's 
new 39-year-old Arabic-speaking ambassador to Baghdad. 

"This is a country that is rebuilding. Some 600 billion dollars will be spent on reconstruction," 
said Boillon, who took up his post two months ago. 

"It has the world's third largest oil reserves, with production set to increase from two million 
barrels a day to eight or 10 million in the coming years," he said. 

"There is a huge challenge from reconstruction of the entire country. France wants to be on 
the forefront," he told RTL radio. 

Two economic accords will be signed during the visit to allow the French state development 
agency AFD to open up offices in Iraq and to roll out poverty-fighting programmes. 



 

The second agreement will open the door to the Coface export-credit agency to underwrite 
risks for French companies clinching contracts in Iraq. 

France will also offer its expertise to help the Iraqi national museum in Baghdad recover its 
collection, which was damaged and partially dispersed by looting in aftermath of the US-led 
invasion. 

A separate agreement will touch on developing agriculture in Iraq with know-how from 
France, Europe's agricultural powerhouse. 

It is the first time that an Iraqi leader has been welcomed for a state visit to France. Saddam 
Hussein was never given the honour despite his strong ties with Paris. 

The 75-year-old Iraqi president will be accompanied by his wife Hero Ibrahim Ahmad and 
will hold talks with the entire French leadership and with lawmakers from both houses of the 
parliament. 

On Tuesday, he will lay a wreath on the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at the Arc de 
Triomphe in Paris and be feted by Paris Mayor Bertrand Delanoe, a prominent member of the 
Socialist opposition. 

Talabani on Wednesday will meet with France's Medef business lobby and hold talks with 
leading executives. Under former president Jacques Chirac, France opposed the decision by 
the United States to invade Iraq to overthrow Saddam and relations have at times been tense 
with the new Iraqi leadership. But since Sarkozy took power in 2007 there have been several 
exchanges of visits between the two capitals as France attempted to rebuild what was once a 
strong commercial relationship with Iraq. 

"On the Iraqi side, a page has been turned, they have a good image of French businesses," 
said Denis Bauchard, a Middle East expert at the French Institute for International Relations. 

"The Americans are doing all they can to get a return on their investment, they are insistent, 
but the Iraqis want to avoid a situation in which they have only one overbearing partner," he 
said. 

Baghdad has already ordered 25 French-built military helicopters and the French oil giant 
Total hopes to sign major new contracts to explore and drill Iraq's currently underdeveloped 
oil wealth. The ambassador spoke of a window of opportunity for France. 

"The Americans are in the mindset of leaving. They absolutely want to be out of the country 
by the end of 2011 and for that, they need all of their partners," said Boillon. 

As French companies seek a bigger stake in Iraq, they will find that security has significantly 
improved, the envoy added. About 10 people die each day from bombings and attacks, down 
from 60 to 100 deaths a day between 2004 and 2008, he said. 

C.5.   Op-Ed Contributor:Liberate Iraq’s Economy (NY Times) 



 

After returning from the second of two tours in Iraq, I can attest to notable progress. Iraqi 
civilian casualties have dropped sharply, the result of both the United States surge and 
negotiations with Sunni groups. There has been political progress as well. Provincial elections 
were held this year and national elections are scheduled for early 2010. 

The future of the Iraqi economy, however, remains bleak. Without fundamental change, 
unemployment and the accompanying instability will rise while the widespread corruption 
will worsen. The political and security gains made at such great cost in Iraqi and American 
blood and treasure will be imperiled. 

Iraq not only has a severe shortage of jobs, it also has a growing number of job-seekers. As 
much as 51 percent of the Iraqi labor force is either unemployed or underemployed; the 
number is even higher for young workers. For three decades, the Iraqi government has been 
the primary source of employment. Almost half of the country’s labor force is paid by the 
government from its revenues from petroleum exports. With the exception of agriculture, 
legitimate private-sector employment is small — by my calculations, about 6 percent of the 
labor force. Most of the remainder of the Iraqi labor force is either unemployed or working in 
the underground economy.  

In 2008, the sharp rise in oil revenues and improved security led to an economic boom. The 
government created more than enough new public sector jobs to absorb the approximately 
250,000 young people who enter the work force every year.  

However, this economic surge was short-lived. After oil prices dropped by almost $100 a 
barrel earlier this year, the government imposed a hiring freeze and unemployment began to 
rise.  

Unfortunately, there is nowhere for these job-seekers to go. Iraq’s private sector is unable to 
employ many of the jobless because the country has one of the most hostile business 
regulatory environments in the world. (Of the 183 countries ranked by the World Bank for the 
“ease of doing business,” Iraq is 153rd.) In Iraq, it is hard to legally start a business, get credit 
or trade internationally. As a result, most private businesses either hide in the underground 
economy — with all of the associated inefficiencies — or accept the necessity of bribing an 
unending stream of government officials.  

This is not sustainable. In 2010, the Iraqi government will hit the wall. A combination of low 
oil prices, exhausted cash reserves and the expense of paying for a bloated government sector 
will prevent the creation of public sector jobs. And the private sector, as it continues to 
struggle with excessive regulation and corruption, is unlikely to create more than a fraction of 
the needed employment. Rapid growth in the number of unemployed young men will likely 
follow — and these young men will be attractive recruits for political insurgents, 
fundamentalist terrorist groups and criminal gangs. Increased instability is almost certain. 

There is another path. The potential for private sector job growth in Iraq is great. The country 
is blessed with a strong entrepreneurial tradition, a relatively well-educated labor force and a 
natural resource more valued in the Middle East than oil: water. Only Iraq and Turkey have 



 

sufficient water for large-scale agribusiness, and Iraq is surrounded by wealthy countries that 
need to import food. But to exploit these advantages, Iraq needs to make important changes. 
And it should start by rationalizing its commercial code. 

The chief problems in Iraq’s commercial code are its incredible complexity, long delays in 
processing requests for licenses and high cost. For example, registering a new business in Iraq 
costs almost $2,800 compared to $139 in Delaware. (However, a group of Iraqi businessmen 
assured me that if $600 in cash was given to the right person, a license would be available 
immediately and no further fees would be required.)  

The country could simply throw out its current commercial code and adopt a less restrictive, 
regionally  acceptable one — like Saudi Arabia’s. Or, more realistically, it could make its 
code more user-friendly by, say, allowing business owners to work with one ministry — as 
opposed to a dozen. 

The government could take other steps, too. With the exception of tax collection and 
international trade regulations, responsibility for regulating private businesses could be taken 
from the Baghdad ministries and delegated to the country’s 18 provinces. Encouraging the 
provinces to compete for private-sector jobs would lead to friendlier regulatory environments 
around the country — just as it has in the United States.  

But whatever is decided, the government of Iraq is running out of time. It must either end its 
hostility toward private businesses — or accept that a sharply growing mass of unemployed 
will nullify the progress of the last three years. 

C.6.   Iraq expects strong competition in new oil bidding (AP) 

Iraq's oil minister said Sunday he expects strong competition among international oil 
companies in a second round of bidding next month on the country's lucrative oil fields. 

Forty-five international oil companies — including Exxon Mobil Corp., Chevron, BP Group 
PLC., ConocoPhillips and Total SA — have been cleared to compete for the rights to develop 
15 oil fields on offer in 10 projects. 

Iraq's first postwar auction in June flopped after most foreign oil companies rejected the price 
Baghdad set for each barrel produced.  Only one contract was awarded out of eight oil and gas 
fields on offer. 

"We expect the world's biggest oil companies to come and submit their offers ... good 
competitive offers," Oil Minister Hussain al-Shahristani told reporters. 

He added that the per-barrel-produced fee for the second bidding round on Dec. 11-12 will be 
studied carefully for each field to reach a fair price for development. 



 

The single deal reached in the first round went to British oil giant BP PLC and its partner 
CNPC of China for Iraq's biggest oil field, the 17.8 billion-barrel Rumaila field in the 
country's south. 

The companies plan to raise production from the current 1 million barrels a day to 2.85 
million barrels a day, and will receive $2 per barrel produced. 

Two international consortiums have since revised their bids to develop two other prized oil 
fields near Rumaila. 

The first consortium, grouping U.S. and European oil giants Exxon Mobil and Royal Dutch 
Shell PLC, has signed a preliminary deal to develop the 8.6 billion-barrel West Qurna Stage 1 
field for $1.9 per barrel produced.  They aim to boost production from the current 280,000 
barrels per day to 2.325 million. 

The second consortium is led by Italy's Eni SpA, in partnership with Occidental Petroleum 
Corp. of the U.S. and South Korea's KOGAS.  They are to develop the 4.1 billion-barrel 
Zubair oil field.  The consortium aims to boost output to 1.1 million barrels per day, up from 
the current 200,000 barrels per day. 

Both of the 20-year contracts still need the government's final approval. 

Al-Shahristani estimated the combined projected output from Rumaila, West Qurna Stage I 
and Zubair will exceed 6 million barrels a day in six to seven years. 

Although Iraq sits on the world's third-largest oil reserve, the country is producing and 
exporting far below its potential. 

Foreign companies are seen as key to reviving the sector and ramping up output, with the 
increase crucial for Iraq as the nation relies on oil exports for 95 percent of its foreign 
revenues. 

C.7.  Iraq plans new law to regulate power sector (EXSUM) 

The Iraqi government is working with the US State Department Iraq Transition Office (ITAO) 
to create a new 'Electricity Regulatory Law' aimed at providing all homes and businesses with 
24 hours of reliable electricity in the country. 

The ITAO, which provides a programming and oversight role to executive departments and 
agencies in concluding the remaining large infrastructure projects in Iraq, said the new law 
proposed by Iraq Ministry of Electricity will help create a regulatory environment that fosters 
private investment in the power sector. 



 

For the first time, a two-day conference will be held on the topic of regulation and investment 
in Iraq's electricity industry in Istanbul where international funders, government officials, 
regulators, and potential investors will meet to discuss the issue. 

The interactive conference titled 'Practical Approaches to Regulation and Investment in Iraq's 
Electricity Industry' will be held at the Ciragan Palace Kempinski Hotel on Wednesday 
(November 18). 

"We have worked with the sponsors of this conference to develop an Electricity Regulatory 
Law that creates a transparent, fair regulatory department of regulation that will establish a 
secure and predictable environment for investors," said Iraq's Minister of Electricity Dr 
Kareem Waheed al-Aboudi. 

"At the same time, the regulatory body will balance the interests of producers and 
consumers," he noted. 

The attendees will participate in group discussions and interactive presentations about the role 
and duties of a Department of Regulation within Iraq's Ministry of Electricity and the 
obligations and responsibilities of private investors in the generation market. 

Implementation of the law will involve procedural and financial issues impacting investors, 
donors and regulators whose business or public administration interests are dominated by the 
restructuring of a centrally planned industry and liberalisation of emerging markets. 

David Ensign, deputy senior consultant, ITAO Electricity, said the Electricity Regulatory Law 
represents the initial and most practical step toward the independent regulation of Iraq's 
electricity industry. 

'Implementation of this law is imperative for the growth of Iraq's economy and stabilization of 
the political and social environments,' he added. 

C.8.  Trade fair opens in Arbil, 125 companies from 12 countries participating 
(PUKmedia) 

Monday in the capital of the Kurdistan Region, Arbil a special trade fair opened for household 
implements and hotel needs.  There are 125 companies from 12 countries participating.  The 
fair will be at the Arbil International Fair Grounds for four days. 

The exhibition has special materials for the manufactured of household implements and those 
specialized for hotels with a large degree of participation from Turkey, Syria, United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), Iran and Germany. 

The attendance of Turkish companies was particularly significant in comparison to others. 
The exhibition is the first of its kind in the Kurdistan Region.  Great attention was given to the 
hotel materials in particular. 



 

C.9.  Talabani invites French oil companies to involve in Iraq (Radio Sawa) 

Before a number of businessmen in Paris, the Iraqi President, Jalal Talabani said Iraq would 
like to see Total Oil French Company involved in Iraqi oil investments opportunities. 

Talabani further stated that Iraq prefers French oil investment proposals regardless of the cost. 
On the same note, senior officials in Total Oil Company asserted the company is getting ready 
to submit proposals in the second round of bids on two oil fields in Iraq. 

C.10.  Japan firms set for final Iraq oil deal talks-paper (Reuters) 

A group of Japanese companies led by refiner Nippon Oil Corp (5001.T) could enter final 
negotiations for a deal to develop Iraq's huge Nassiriya oil field as early as Sunday, a 
Japanese newspaper reported on Wednesday. 

Nippon Oil and its partners oil explorer Inpex Corp (1605.T) and plant engineering firm JGC 
Corp (1963.T) are close to signing an engineering, procurement and construction deal valued 
at $10 billion for Nassiriya, which has 5 billion barrels in reserves.  
 

A Nippon Oil spokesman declined to comment on the report in the Yomiuri newspaper, 
saying only that negotiations were still ongoing. 

A delegation from Nippon Oil traveled to Baghdad earlier this month but refused to leave the 
airport and go to the oil ministry to finalise a deal, Iraqi oil minister Hussain al-Shahristani 
said last week. 

C.11.  Jordan's premier pledges to boost business ties with Iraq (DPA) 

Jordanian Prime Minister Nader Dahabi on Wednesday pledged to extend all facilities to Iraqi 
businessmen and investors as part of Jordan's effort to boost trade ties with its neighbour.  

Dahabi made the remark during a meeting with members of the Iraqi Business Council in 
Jordan, according to a statement from the premier's office.  

At the meeting, which was attended by a number of Jordanian cabinet ministers, Dahabi 
promised that a delegation representing the Jordanian private sector would visit Baghdad at 
the outset of next year to explore investment opportunities there.  

The prime minister underscored the importance of the role that can be played by businessmen 
in boosting bilateral economic ties which appeared to have retreated after the US-led invasion 
of Iraq in 2003.  

Dahabi said that a Jordanian committee, comprising his top economic advisors and cabinet 
ministers, would be set up to hold periodical meetings with Iraqi businessmen operating in 
Jordan.  



 

Iraqi business council head Majed al-Saedi said Iraqi investments in Jordan, estimated at 
several billions of dollars, were the least affected as a result of the global crisis, compared 
with Iraqi investments in other countries.  

Thousands of Iraqi businessmen transferred their investments to Jordan after the 2003 
invasion of their country in search for safe haven and lucrative investment outlets.  

The move, which was assisted by the immigration of about 500,000 Iraqis to Jordan, sent the 
prices of stocks and real estate soaring in the country, particularly between 2003 and 2008. 

C.12.  Sami al-Atrushi affirms that Iraq has 120 billion dollar debts (Buratha News) 

Sami al-Atrushi, a member of the Finance Committee said that the International Monetary 
Fund revealed that Iraq still owes 120 billion U.S dollars to a number of Arab and European 
countries as well as private sector companies. 

In a press statement, Atrushi said that Iraq had a 200 billion U.S dollars debt in the past to the 
world, but the amount is now, 120 billion, after some countries wrote off debts on Iraq. 

He added that the balance of the debt is for the Gulf States and the West, and is taken from an 
annual allocation of part of Iraq's oil revenues and it doesn't affect the general budget. 

C.13.  Nippon To Hold Talks On Iraq Oil Field Deal Sunday (Dow Jones) 

Representatives of a Japanese consortium led by Nippon Oil Corp. (5001.TO) will meet 
Sunday with Iraqi oil ministry officials to finalize a deal to develop Nassiriyah oil field in 
southern Iraq, a senior Iraqi oil official said Thursday. 

"I have been informed to meet with Nippon on Sunday," said Sabah Abdulkadhem al-Saadi, 
head of the legal and commercial department at the oil ministry's Petroleum Contracts and 
Licensing Directorate. 

Saadi said the meetings which are likely to be spread over a few days starting Sunday, are 
expected to finalize an engineering, procurement and construction deal to develop Nassiriyah 
oil field. 

"If they [Nippon's representatives] agree to our conditions, we could draft an agreement and 
sign it," Saadi told Dow Jones Newswires by telephone from Baghdad. 

Nippon would also meet with the deputy oil minister Ahmad al-Shammaa, another ministry 
official said. A meeting between the Japanese consortium and the oil ministry scheduled for 
earlier this month was postponed because the Nippon representatives were then unable to 
reach the Iraqi oil ministry's headquarters in Baghdad due to traffic jams and the security 
situation. 

Nippon, which is teaming up with Japan's Inpex Corp. (1605.TO) and JGC Corp. (1963.TO), 
would invest up to $8 billion to take output from the field to 200,000 barrels a day in 24 
months of development, from the current 20,000 barrels a day. 



 

Italy's Eni SpA (E), which was also pursuing the project, last month said it was unlikely to bid 
for it. Eni signed an initial agreement with Baghdad to develop another Iraqi oil field, Zubair 
in the south. The deal is still awaiting the approval of the Iraqi Council of Ministers. 

The cabinet would also need to approve an initial agreement signed with Exxon Mobil Corp. 
(XOM) and Royal Dutch Shell PLC (RDSA) to develop the super-giant West Qurna-1 oil 
field. 

Iraq signed earlier this month a final deal with U.K. major BP PLC (BP) and China National 
Petroleum Corp. to develop Rumaila, Iraq's largest producing oil field. Developing these three 
fields Rumaila, Zubair and West Qurna-1 could take Iraq's crude oil production up to 6 
million barrels a day in six or seven years. Iraq is currently producing around 2.5 million 
barrels a day. 

It is aiming to sign five-year engineering, procurement and construction contract to develop 
the Nassiriyah field, which is located in the Dhi Qar governorate and has estimated proven 
reserves of 4.4 billion barrels. The field isn't included in the government's two oil and gas 
bidding rounds. 

C.14.  U.S. Fears Iraq Development Projects May Go to Waste (NY Times) 

In its largest reconstruction effort since the Marshall Plan, the United States government has 
spent $53 billion for relief and reconstruction in Iraq since the 2003 invasion, building tens of 
thousands of hospitals, water treatment plants, electricity substations, schools and bridges. 

But there are growing concerns among American officials that Iraq will not be able to 
adequately maintain the facilities once the Americans have left, potentially wasting hundreds 
of millions of dollars and jeopardizing Iraq’s ability to provide basic services to its people. 

The projects run the gamut — from a cutting-edge, $270 million water treatment plant in 
Nasiriya that works at a fraction of its intended capacity because it is too sophisticated for 
Iraqi workers to operate, to a farmers’ market that farmers cannot decide how to share, to a 
large American hospital closed immediately after it was handed over to Iraq because the 
government was unable to supply it with equipment, a medical staff or electricity. 

The concern about the sustainability of the projects comes as Iraq is preparing for pivotal 
national elections in January and as rebuilding has emerged as a political imperative in Iraq, 
eclipsing security in some parts of the country as the main anxiety of an electorate frustrated 
with the lack of social, economic and political progress. American forces are scheduled to 
begin withdrawing in large numbers next year. 

In hundreds of cases during the past two years, the Iraqi government has refused or delayed 
the transfer of American-built projects because it cannot staff or maintain them, Iraqi and 
American government officials say.  



 

Other facilities, including hospitals, schools and prisons built with American funds, have 
remained empty long after they were completed because there were not enough Iraqis trained 
to operate them. 

“As large-scale construction projects — power plants, water-treatment systems and oil 
facilities — have been completed, there has been concern regarding the ability of Iraqis to 
maintain and fund their operations once they are handed over to the Iraqi authorities,” said a 
recent analysis prepared for  

Congress by the Congressional Research Service.  

The Government Accountability Office and the special inspector general for Iraq 
reconstruction have also issued reports in the past several months about the potential failure of 
American-financed projects once they are transferred to Iraq. 

Stuart W. Bowen Jr., inspector general for Iraq reconstruction, said his watchdog agency had 
“regularly raised concerns about the potential waste of U.S. taxpayer money resulting from 
reconstruction projects that were poorly planned, badly transferred, or insufficiently sustained 
by the Iraqi government.” 

The blame is shared, officials said. While Iraq has often been guilty of poor management, 
American authorities have repeatedly failed to ask Iraqis what sort of projects they needed 
and have not followed up with adequate training.  

And whether or not the American-built health centers and power plants are ever used as 
intended, the American companies that won the lion’s share of rebuilding contracts from the 
federal government have been paid. 

The Iraqi government, prodded by American officials here, has pledged to begin spending 
more of its own money on reconstruction, but the country is facing a substantial budget deficit 
because of declines in international oil prices. 

Prime Minister Nuri Kamal al-Maliki has insisted that reconstruction is the next task. What is 
not clear is where the $400 billion the government says it needs will come from. 

“We will use the revenue we have from oil, but the government feels it has to do more than 
that to rebuild,” said Ali al-Alak, an adviser to Mr. Maliki.  

In the meantime, the Americans — military and civilian reconstruction specialists alike — 
continue to depart in large numbers, taking with them their money, equipment and expertise.  

Despite the $53 billion spent by the United States, many Iraqis have criticized the rebuilding 
effort as wasteful. Ali Ghalib Baban, Iraq’s minister of planning, said it had not had a 
discernible impact. “Maybe they spent it,” he said, “but Iraq doesn’t feel it.”  

Iraqis, for whom bombed-out buildings are an unremarkable part of urban existence, also say 
they have seen little evidence of rebuilding. 



 

“Where is the reconstruction?” asked Sahar Kadhum, a resident of Kut, about 100 miles 
southeast of Baghdad. “The city is sleeping on hills of garbage.”  

Indeed, despite the billions in American funds, more than 40 percent of Iraqis still lack access 
to clean water, according to the Iraqi government. Ninety percent of Iraq’s 180 hospitals do 
not have basic medical and surgical supplies, according to the aid organization Oxfam. Iraqis 
also have disproportionately high rates of infant mortality, cerebral palsy and cancer 

Exacerbating the problem, Iraqi and American officials say, is that hundreds of thousands of 
Iraq’s professional class have fled or been killed during the war, leaving behind a population 
with too few doctors, nurses, engineers, scientists and the like.  

In Hilla, 60 miles south of Baghdad, a recently completed $4 million maternity hospital built 
by the  

Americans is open, but the staff members cannot operate much of its equipment.  

“The building is fairly good and the Americans have provided the hospital with a variety of 
high-tech medical devices, but they did not pay attention to the training of doctors in how to 
use them,” said Jawad al-Jubouri, a district officer. 

In Falluja, west of Baghdad, a $98 million wastewater treatment plant built by the United 
States serves only one-third of the homes it was intended to serve, because the Iraqi 
government has not supplied it with sufficient fuel, “raising the possibility that the U.S. effort 
has been wasted,” according to a special inspector general’s report.  

At Ibn Sina Hospital in Baghdad, which had been the American military’s largest medical 
center in the country, Iraqi security forces took up guard positions even before the conclusion 
of a ceremonial transfer to the Iraqi government last month. The hospital, however, has been 
closed because the Health Ministry lacks the staff and equipment to reopen it, though the 
American military said it left $7.9 million in equipment behind. 

Iraq’s most notorious reconstruction project might be the $165 million Basra Children’s 
Hospital in the south, championed by Laura Bush when she was the first lady. Its completion 
has been delayed by more than four years, and the project is $115 million over budget.  

Once the hospital opens — perhaps next year — there will be too few doctors and other 
medical staff members to take advantage of much of its modern equipment.  

“It was supposed to open in March, but I don’t think it will be ready,” said Ahmed Qassim, 
the hospital’s director. He added: “Maybe July, but we don’t know. Maybe not July.” 

C.15.  Four sectors will the focus of GoI next year (Puk Media) 

The Minister of Planning, Ali Baban, said four strategic sectors will be the focus of the 
development next year; namely, Oil, electricity, and industrial. 

On the same note, 200 billion dollars have been allocated for the national development plan 
for the next five-years. Baban Indicated that the ministry is about to complete the five year 



 

development plan. Subsequently, the plan will be submitted to the Ministerial Cabinet for 
approval before being sent to the House of Representatives. 

The minister revealed that after copious studys, the government believes the current oil price, 
$ 77 for a barrel of oil, is adequate to implement the five-year plan successfully. 

C.16. U.N., Iraq agree on development plan (UPI) 

Iraq and the United Nations agreed on a five-year plan to strengthen the country's governance, 
social services and economic growth, the United Nations said. 

More than 120 participants, including people from the Iraqi government, parliamentarians, 
civil society organizations, academia, international donors, along with members of several 
U.N, agencies, participated in discussions on the action plan for Iraq's first U.N. Development 
Assistance Framework from 2011 to 2014, the non-governmental organization said Thursday 
in a release. 

"The UNDAF is the U.N.'s most comprehensive tool to help countries meet their international 
development commitments," said Christine McNab, U.N. resident and humanitarian 
coordinator for Iraq. "This first-ever UNDAF for Iraq represents our commitment to improve 
life for millions of Iraqis, by uniting the U.N. system in support of Iraq's own priorities for 
reform, modernization and socioeconomic revival." 

Discussions focused on Iraq's development priorities following 30 years of conflict, and 
outlined areas of U.N., such as peace consolidation and human rights, good governance, 
economic growth, women and children's rights, and environmental protection, U.N. officials 
said. 

 

D. CULTURE AND SOCIETY 
 

D.1.   Egypt to apply for first Arabic domain name (AP) 

Egypt will apply for the first Internet domain written in Arabic, its information technology 
minister said Sunday at a conference grouping Yahoo's co-founder and others to discuss 
boosting online access in emerging nations. 

Tarek Kamel said Egypt on Monday would apply for the new domain – pronounced ".masr" 
but written in the Arabic alphabet - making it the first Arab nation to apply for a non-Latin 
character domain. The effort is part of a broader push to expand both access and content in 
developing nations, where the Internet remains out of reach for wide swaths of the population. 

The registering of the domain "will offer new avenues for innovation, investment and growth, 
and hence we can truly and gladly say ... the Internet now speaks Arabic," Kamel said at the 
start of the Internet Governance Forum - a U.N.-sponsored gathering that drew Net legends 
like Yahoo Inc.'s Jerry Yang and Tim Berners-Lee, known as one of the Internet's founding 
fathers. 



 

"It is a great moment for us," Kamel said of the domain name, which translates as ".Egypt". 

The new domains stem from a decision taken at the end of October by the board of the 
Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers, a key Internet oversight agency, to 
develop a "fast-track" mechanism for domain names in languages such as Chinese, Korean, 
Arabic and others that do not use the Latin alphabet. 

The decision marks a key step in the Arab world, where a mixture of censorship, limited 
content and access have stymied efforts to boost Arabic-language content on the Web. 

The dearth of content has opened new market opportunities for Internet companies, with 
Yahoo, for example, recently acquiring Arab online community Web site Maktoob.com. 

Yang said that while there are over 300 million Arabic speakers in the world, less than 1 
percent of the content online is in Arabic. As part of the company's push to boost access in 
Arabic, Yang said Yahoo would offer its mail and messenger service in Arabic next year. He 
did not provide an exact date. 

Yang said there are approximately 325 million Internet users in emerging markets - a figure 
expected to grow 19 percent yearly through 2012. In all, about 75 percent of the world's 
population is still not online. 

The prospective new users in developing nations face a number of challenges, ranging from 
monetary constraints to restrictions on their liberty - as evidenced by an announcement in 
Iranian media Saturday that officials were deploying a special police unit to sweep Web sites 
for political material and prosecute those deemed to be spreading lies. 

The move reflected the influence the Web had in mobilizing Iranians – and informing the 
outside world - during the country's disputed presidential election in June - a vote that brought 
tens of thousands of Iranians into the streets in protests of what President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad's opponents claimed was massive fraud. 

It also underscores the challenges Internet companies face in some countries and in hosting 
content deemed by some governments as subversive. 

Many of the new users from emerging markets "will need Web content, and want more 
content, in their native language and still others won't just be bound by language and barriers, 
but have other challenges such as reading, liberty," Yang said. 

The challenge "isn't just about getting as many people online as possible, but making sure that 
once they get online, they have something productive to do, something to gain, something 
meaningful to experience." 

D.2.   Queen Elizabeth grants an Iraqi pilot the International Sword (EXSUM) 

Queen Elizabeth of Britain granted the First Lieutenant, pilot Mustafa Saad Shakir 
Alhnkkawi, the International Sword of Honor during a graduation ceremony for an aviation 
course.    



 

A Defense Ministry statement said, "Alhnkkawi received the sword i recognition of his 
excellence in the aviation course held at the British Royal Air Force Academy."  

He added, "The Iraqi air force has sent Iraqi students to air force academies in the United 
Kingdom and the United States to enhance theIraqi Air Forces capabilities to secure Iraqi air 
space." 

D.3.   Iraq needs to do more to help refugees return (Khaleej Times) 

A U.S. State Department official says the Iraqi government has taken strides to help refugees 
displaced by the violence in the country to return home but needs to go much further. 

Eric Schwartz, the assistant secretary of state for refugees, says Baghdad plans to increase the 
budget to assist refugees by 250 percent and to appoint a coordinator to help people move 
back home.  

He called those “unquestionably good signs” on Saturday, but stressed that “these 
commitments need to be followed up with concrete implementation.”  

The U.N. estimates that as of January 2009 there were around 2 million Iraqi refugees in 
neighboring Jordan and Syria, and some 2.6 million people displaced within Iraq.. 

D.4.  Iraq threatened with expulsion by FIFA (Reuters) 

Iraq faces being kicked out of world soccer after its football association was disbanded, the 
sport's governing body FIFA said Tuesday.  

"FIFA has learnt that the Iraqi Olympic Committee announced the dissolution of the 
governing board of the Iraqi Football Association (IFA)," a FIFA statement said.  

"The basis on which such a decision could be taken is incomprehensible to FIFA. This stands 
in total contradiction with IFA and FIFA statutes."  

Iraq has been given 72 hours to restore the IFA or the matter will be referred to the FIFA 
Emergency Committee which would almost certainly result in suspension.  

"FIFA appeals once more to all stakeholders in Iraq to respect the autonomy of sport in 
general and the IFA in particular and to allow IFA to conduct its affairs according its statutes 
and those of FIFA,". 

D.5.  Violence lull spurs timid revival in Iraqi art (Reuters) 

A lull in violence has sparked a timid renaissance in Iraqi art after years of dictatorship and 
bloodshed restricted artistic freedoms. 

In a park by the Tigris, a dozen sculptors chip away at marble to carve their vision of Iraqi 
resilience -- one shows a pregnant woman balancing a water bucket on her head, another 
features a female bird protecting eggs under her wings. 



 

None of it is groundbreaking in a nation historians consider the cradle of civilisation. But after 
decades as a propaganda vehicle for Saddam Hussein followed by years of living in fear of 
religious militia after the 2003 U.S-led invasion, the artists are content to simply be allowed to 
pursue their craft. 

"In the past, sculpture and carving were used to serve the political regime but today the 
sculptor's imagination has been unleashed," said Nasir al-Samarrai, hammering away as part 
of a project by Baghdad city authorities to promote art. 

The outdoor workshop by the river where Samarrai labours is among signs of a timid revival 
in Baghdad's once flourishing arts scene, which enjoyed its golden era after the 8th century 
under the Abbasid caliphate. Iraqi art was vibrant in the 20th century until Saddam and his 
wars began to take their toll. 

"Saddam wanted to copy the Assyrian kings to make himself and his works immortal and so 
he resorted to art for propaganda purposes," said Saad al-Basri, sculpture professor at 
Baghdad's Fine  

Art Academy. "After the fall of the regime, there was a new setback to art since 
fundamentalism was on the rise and some Islamists consider sculpture a taboo."  

Artists still struggle because patronage by the elite has dried up and some fear the rise of 
Shi'ite Muslim dominance in Iraqi life could lead to a period of religious conservatism. 

But a fall in attacks by insurgents and militants over the past 18 months has allowed some 
artists who fled to return and prompted others to transfer their inner torment onto canvas. 

LIFE AND DEATH 

In painter Qasim Sabti's dusty Baghdad gallery, splotches of paint, crayon markings and 
newspaper strips show explosions, bewildered children, and fruitless date palm trees in 
collages by Iraqi artists Yosra al-Ebadi and Sattar Darweesh. 

"There is a new generation of artists that has grown up during this period of difficulties," says 
Sabti, a prominent painter whose works have been shown in Tokyo and New York. 

"Many artists have changed their styles to reflect their tragic experiences. Tragedy lives on 
inside Iraqi art. It shows two things side by side -- life and death." 

Sabti himself stumbled upon a new style when he saw books strewn around after a library 
looting in the days just after the invasion. He used the cardboard book covers and remnants of 
pages to create stiff, brightly-hued rectangular pieces of art. 

"This is the kind of art that happens suddenly," he said. 

In his gallery's shady terrace, men sip sweet black tea amid buzzing flies, flip through 
newspapers and discuss art, adding to growing signs of life in the country's culture scene that 
was all but killed off by post-invasion bloodshed. 



 

Iraq's national museum reopened in February and a troupe of stand-up comedians began 
performing last month in Baghdad's national theatre -- both for the first time since the 
invasion. 

Iraq's government says it has seen an uptick in art exhibits and cultural events, as it tries to 
play them up as a sign of greater stability ahead of a general election in January. 

Even so, artists like Sabti remain sceptical about how far the new interest can go without 
diplomats and wealthy Iraqis to buy art. He says his book cover art sells for as much as 
$2,800 in New York but goes begging for $500 in Baghdad. 

"Now I am free to do my art, but there is no money to follow these dreams," he said, nostalgic 
for the pre-invasion days when Saddam's officials baffled by his abstract art left him alone. A 
childhood limp allowed him to avoid being drafted for war. 

Only three of more than 20 art galleries in Baghdad before the invasion are open today, he 
said. The  

Iraqi artists' union has about 5,000 members, but some of its best talent is abroad. 

However, Sabti has hope for Iraqi art. 

"We are Muslims, but we don't live in caves," he said. "We are the people of Babylon. It's in 
our genes." 

D.6.  Schwarzenegger visits Iraq - and aims to transfer military tactics to California 
(Times Online) 

Troops stationed in Iraq didn't let Mr Schwarzenegger forget about his bodybuilding, action 
movie past... 

The governor of California trots out his most famous one-liner wherever he goes but, at the 
Victory military base in Baghdad today, he apparently meant it.  

“I’ll be back,” Arnold Schwarzenegger growled after working out with a group of American 
soldiers on active duty in Iraq, all with necks and trunks as thick as his.  

The muscleman who rose to Hollywood fame as The Terminator came to the site of 
America’s bloodiest war in a generation to cheer up troops, but also because there are 
important lessons to be learnt here.  

Mr Schwarzenegger said he wants to study counter-insurgency strategies developed by the US 
military when Iraq was on the brink of civil war, and bring them back to the mean streets of 
California, where criminal gangs rule entire neighbourhoods, especially in large cities.  

Already, police officers in some parts of the state are attempting to copy the hard-won lessons 
that helped to calm down the western Iraqi city of Falluja and the Triangle of Death south of 
Baghdad, where insurgents once reigned openly.  



 

The governor did not actually go to these places, now relatively peaceful, to see soldiers on 
patrol. Instead he heard about their work in the safe environs of one of the largest US bases in 
Iraq and shook hands with them afterwards. He also held meetings with senior commanders.  

The transfer of counter-insurgency tactics from the military to the police is being pioneered in 
the central Californian town of Salinas. Combat veterans from Iraq and Afghanistan are 
already advising the local authorities on how to conduct their own “surge,” as the US counter-
insurgency campaign of President Bush is known.  

Rather than hunting down gang leaders and arresting them, the police is told to build trust in 
the community that supports the gangs. Only by patiently “draining the swamp” can the 
leaders be eliminated.  

There are apparently striking similarities between Iraq and California. Many gang members 
and supporters see police officers as an “occupying force” similar to a foreign military 
presence. Like in Baghdad, there are also language problems. Officers speak English and 
locals often Spanish, making cooperation in criminal investigations difficult, even when 
citizens are willing.  

Combat veterans in Salinas say they think of Sunni Iraqis when they listen to the grievances 
of some Latino Californians. One of them, Major James M. Few, wrote on a blog, “The 
frightening realisation is that I’ve walked this dog before.”  

Of course, some gang leaders will still be arrested. But the focus now is on social programmes 
and economic growth to create jobs.  

The “surge” tactics are a surprising legacy for the last US President, who began the war in 
Iraq with a “shock and awe” campaign before switching course later on.  

Mr Schwarzenegger is no stranger to uniformed life, having spent a year opf national service 
in the Austrian Army, where he drove tanks and temporarily disappeared during basic training 
to attend a body-building competition. He spent a week in a military jail as a result, something 
nobody mentioned publicly today. On a previous occasion though, the governor said, 
“Participating in the competition meant so much to me that I didn’t carefully think through the 
consequences.”  

Like his film persona, Mr Schwarzengger is a man who prefers firing bigs guns to winning 
hearts and minds, or at least tries to combine the two.  

One of his most treasured possessions is a vintage Austrian tank, which he had shipped to 
America and then gave to a museum in Ohio nine years ago. But last year he asked for it back 
and had it brought to California - in order to give rides to children visiting his office.  

In Iraq, tanks have gone out fashion.since they’re no good for fighting suicide bombers on 
bicycles. The American warrior culture has undergone a fundamental change since the 2003 
invasion. Commanders now talk about sectarian reconciliation rather than “kill ratios”.  

D.7.  US urges EU, Gulf states to help Iraqi refugees (AFP) 



 

The United States urged European countries and wealthy Arab states on Tuesday to boost 
their aid to the millions of displaced Iraqis, saying they did "far too little" to assist them.  

"Our European friends and partners have done far too little to support the humanitarian 
assistance process for Iraqi refugees and displaced," US Assistant Secretary of State for the 
Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration Eric Schwartz told a news conference in the 
Jordanian capital Amman.  

"There are a number of wealthy governments in this region that can and should be doing 
much more to support assistance to Iraqi refugees and displaced, and to support the process of 
integration."  

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees estimated in 2008 that up to two 
million Iraqi refugees were living in neighbouring countries, most of them in Syria and 
Jordan.  

A further 2.8 million Iraqis were internally displaced, the UNHCR said.  

The UN agency, which has previously warned it may have to reduce or even suspend its 
programmes for Iraqi refugees due to inadequate funding, appealed last year for 261 million 
dollars for its Iraq operations.  

"We will be talking to our friends and other donor governments about these issues in the 
weeks to come," said Schwartz, who is in Jordan as part of a regional tour that also takes in 
Iraq and Syria.  

He added that this year the United States had provided nearly 400 million dollars to Iraqis in 
humanitarian assistance.  

Last year, some 13,800 Iraqis were resettled in the United States, and this year the bar has 
been raised to 17,000, according to the Department of Homeland Security's US Citizen and 
Immigration Services.  

Schwartz held talks with Jordanian Prime Minister Nader Dahabi, who "urged "more 
assistance to cope with the burdens of hosting hundreds of thousands of Iraqi refugees," the 
state-run Petra news agency reported.  

Jordan estimates the costs of sheltering Iraqi refugees over the past few years at more than 
two billion dollars, and it has repeatedly asked the international community to provide more 
direct aid.  

"We believe a safe, voluntary and sustainable return will be the solution, the durable solution 
for the majority of the refugees and displaced," Schwartz told reporters.  

D.8.  Baghdad's once ravaged zoo comes back to life (Reuters) 

More than six years after the U.S. invasion left Iraq's main zoo a wasteland of starving 
animals and deserted cages, the park in central Baghdad is enjoying a vigorous revival and 
needs to grow.  



 

Few Iraqis ventured into Baghdad Zoo during the violence that surged after the 2003 invasion. 
But as the bombings and shootings receded, families started to return in droves -- so many, in 
fact, that officials are now desperate to expand the park which is home for the zoo to make 
space for them all.  

The zoo has replaced the hundreds of animals that escaped, were stolen, died of thirst or 
hunger or were shot by U.S. troops and now has 1,070 animals, said the director general of 
parks and gardens, Salah Abu al-Lail.  

"In the coming days we will receive an elephant and a giraffe. Their arrival will complete our 
collection of animals living in the zoo," he said.  

The Al-Zawraa park containing the zoo -- once the largest in the Middle East -- now teems 
with families on Fridays.  

A sharp fall in overall violence in Iraq over the past 18 months and the withdrawal of U.S. 
troops from city centers in June has restored a tentative normality to the daily lives of many 
Iraqis. Attacks by insurgents, including massive suicide bombings in which dozens die, 
remain common, however.  

"When security improved, we started to live our normal lives again after a dark period of 
violence," said teacher Basima Abbas, visiting the zoo with her children. "We want to live 
normal lives like everyone else in the world."  

The Zawraa Park is guarded inside by special police units assigned to government facilities. 
Visitors are frisked for weapons while bags and picnic baskets are checked for explosives. 
During holidays, all roads leading to the park are closed.  

FEELING SAFE  

The measures have persuaded people that the park is safe.  

In 2005, around 200,000 people visited the park over the three or four-day Muslim festival of 
Eid. But this year, 3 million Iraqis from all over the country swarmed into its 400 acres during 
the holiday at the start of October, said Abu al-Lail.  

"I expect the number of visitors to the park by the end of the year will number 8 million, from 
all Iraqi cities," he said. The numbers could not be verified.  

Visitors to the zoo pay a small fee, equivalent to around 40 U.S. cents. The animals -- which 
include lions, tigers, monkeys and ostriches -- are kept in new cages and appear well-fed. A 
small train carries families around the park.  

The surging popularity of the zoo and park have prompted park officials to ask the 
government to return 350 acres of land that had been swallowed up by the Green Zone, a 
district of government offices and embassies once controlled by U.S. forces.  



 

That section of the park contained a theater, a cinema and an aircraft museum, behind the 
Crossed Swords monument where Saddam Hussein's military forces used to parade. They 
should be returned to public use, said Abu al-Lail.  

D.9.  Minister of Water Resources describes the situation in Iraq as very difficult (Al-
Iraq) 

Minister of Water Resources 'Abd al-Latif Jamal Rashid has said that the water situation in 
Iraq is very difficult. The extreme drought that the country is witnessing right now has been 
going on for the last two years. A statement from the ministry yesterday said that "the 
Minister of Water will meet with the Iranian Minster of Agriculture to discuss water scarcity 
and water shared between to the countries on the side of a World Summit on Food Security to 
be held in Rome on the 16-18th of this month."  

He added, "Rashid called for the Iranian side to increase the water released from rivers and 
tributaries that come from Iran and flow into the Shatt al-Arab and the Tigris. Their number 
surpasses 42, flow seasonally or continuously, the majority of which have been cut off or the 
course of which has been changed inside Iranian territory, particularly with regard to al-
Karun, al-Karkhah, and al-Wand. The rivers have a large role in shaping the water quality of 
the Shatt al-Arab, the salinity of which is rising.  

This also effects water for irrigation, drinking water in addition to areas that lie along these 
rivers and tributaries to the detriment of society, health, and the environment. Following up 
the Minister also call on "business men and Iranian companies to invest in Iraq especially in 
the areas of agriculture and irrigation." He pointed to the importance of training the ministry 
staff in using modern irrigation techniques..  

D.10.  More than 1,400 Iraqi doctors returned to Iraq (Qanoon302) 

The Minister of Health, Salih al-Hisnawi said 1,400 Iraqi doctors of different filed have 
returned Iraq and Kurdistan were the ministry provided jobs for them, and even the retirees 
returned to work.  

The chairman of the Doctors Union, Abdul Hamid added that the political and security 
situations in Iraq are still affecting the return of the specialist doctors to the country and a 
large number of them  are still living outside the country.   

He believes that the security agencies are still below the required level in security the country. 

D.11.  Iraq refugees face dwindling UN funds, creating concerns of unrest (Christian 
Science Monitor) 

Damascus, Syria - More than six years after the invasion of Iraq, up to 2 million refugees 
remain stranded in neighboring countries and fears are rising that international support for 
them is fading, threatening more long-term regional unrest.  



 

This week Eric Schwartz, the Assistant US Secretary of State for Population, Refugees and 
Migration, made his first regional tour since assuming his position in July and offered a grim 
assessment while in Damascus.  

"This is a critical moment," said Mr. Schwartz in an interview Wednesday. "I am extremely 
concerned at the inadequate response to the appeals of the UN to support humanitarian 
assistance to Iraqis."  

For 2010 the United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR) in Syria, where up to 1 million Iraqi 
refugees reside, requested an operational budget of $166 million. The agency only secured 
$55 million in international donations, down from $83 million in 2009. The story is similar 
elsewhere in the region.  

Nearly all support for the refugees is channeled through UNHCR and observers worry that 
dwindling aid could provoke greater social and economic problems, extremism, and violence 
among the refugee community.  

"The international community wants to believe that things are getting better in Iraq and so it's 
going to pay less attention to refugees outside the country," said one Western diplomat in 
Syria speaking on condition of anonymity.  

Even as talk about the return of stability to Iraq reverberates internationally, more than 1,000 
new refugees continue to register with the UNHCR region-wide every month, roughly 
matching the number of refugees who return to Iraq or are resettled in third countries. And 
with Iraqi national elections scheduled for January the potential for renewed instability could 
provoke a fresh surge.  

Desperate for help 

At the UNHCR headquarters here in Damascus hundreds of refugees continue to gather daily 
desperately seeking assistance. "I have nothing and I really need help," explained Abu Ali, 
who arrived in Syria from Baghdad just three months ago, escaping continued sectarian 
violence. "I had to leave: they say there's security, but on the ground it's a different story. 
They still kill you because of your ID papers."  

Like many of the refugees scattered across the region, predominantly in Syria and Jordan, 
Abu Ali, is out of savings and increasingly worried about his plight. Banned by local 
authorities from seeking employment and unwilling to return home because of continuing 
violence, UNHCR support remains his only lifeline, says Abu Ali, who declined to give his 
full name.  

'Expiration date' for donor interest 

But the UNHCR says that international attention and financial support is moving away from 
the crisis, leaving them unable to address the needs of the lingering refugee population.  



 

"The fact is that there is an expiry date on a lot of operations and the perception is that the 
public and donors' interest in Iraq has expired at a particularly critical time," said Andrew 
Harper, head of  

UNHCR's Iraq Unit. "But people should not think that the refugee situation has finished."  

According to Mr. Harper the growing impoverishment of many refugees after as many as five 
years living in countries where they are not legally allowed to work makes their needs more 
pressing than ever. Many depend on food and money hand-outs and these will now have to be 
curtailed as a result of the budget shortfall.  

In Syria, Jordan, and Lebanon tales of prostitution, child labor, and forced marriages circulate 
widely as refugees desperately seek to make ends meet.  

The Syrian and Jordanian governments say that the refugees, who have free access to health 
and education services in both countries, have cost them over $1 billion and complain of 
limited international support. Baghdad has contributed just $15 million to Syria and $7 
million to Jordan.  

Mr. Schwartz, meanwhile, says that it is up to European states to now step up and share the 
burden through greater financial support and a willingness to take in more refugees. The US 
government remains the single largest financial supporter of UNHCR Iraq operations, having 
contributed 80 percent of the 2009 budget.  

Few solutions yet 

For the moment there appear to be few solutions. 

Countries such as Syria and Jordan, already home to hundreds of thousands of Palestinian 
refugees and accompanying economic and social challenges, say they are unwilling to accept 
a long-term stay and they block activities which hint at integration.  

But while there have been some cases of Iraqis being ejected from the host countries, none 
have suggested an all-out expulsion any time soon. Syrian President Bashar al-Assad made 
clear during a recent spat between Damascus and Baghdad that political differences would not 
affect the fate of Iraqis living in Syria.  

Resettlement opportunities are also very limited, representing a drop in the ocean of the total 
number. Just 33,000 Iraqis have been resettled since 2007, many of them in the US.  

Ultimately, Schwartz, UNHCR, and NGOs working with refugees all agree that repatriation to 
Iraq is the only real solution to the crisis but they say there can be no question of forcing 
Iraqis back until the time is right.  

250 percent rise in funding for returning refugees 

Over the past year a small number have begun to return home on the back of improving 
security conditions and Baghdad today says conditions are ripe for return. This week it 



 

announced a 250 percent budget increase to help refugees come back and says it will appoint 
a coordinator to ease the process.  

Even so, the majority of refugees say conditions in Iraq are not yet good enough to warrant a 
return and that they prefer to sit it out abroad.  

"You don't think I'd go back if I could?" asks Mazar, who fled Baghdad three years ago after 
being kidnapped and shot. Today he survives and supports his family in Damascus by 
working illegally. "But where's the security?" 

D.12.  Iraq Appeals FIFA Ban, Not Surprised By It (NY Times) 

Iraqi authorities were not surprised soccer's world governing body decided to suspend the 
country from international competition and already have lawyers working on an appeal, 
officials said. 

FIFA banned the Asian champions Friday after the country's Olympic Committee disbanded 
the governing board of the Iraqi Football Association, the culmination of a feud over control 
of the sport that has lasted for at least a year. 

Government spokesman Ali al-Dabbagh said the ban was the result of "clear incitement" by 
the IFA. 

"The Olympic Committee will present and explain to FIFA the imperative reasons for 
disbanding the administrative body of the IFA and the financial, legal, and administrative 
irregularities that have accompanied its work for five years," Dabbagh said. 

He said an election would be held for new IFA leaders that was both in accordance with 
international rules and Iraqi laws. 

Samir al-Moussawi, a senior official of the committee, said its actions were not arbitrary nor 
the panel's fault. 

"It was the misleading reports that they (the IFA) delivered to FIFA and the mistakes they 
committed which led us to this point," Moussawi told Reuters. 

"We were not surprised and were not disappointed by this decision (of FIFA). We expected it 
and we are ready for it. We have already authorised some lawyers to appeal the decision." 

It is Iraq's second ban in 18 months, the previous having lasted just three days, and comes 
only four months after they staged their first internationals at home since the U.S.-led 
invasion in 2003. 

The matches, both against Palestine, took place after FIFA granted Iraq an exemption to a 
general prohibition on staging international competitions at home. 

SADDAM ERA 



 

Friday's ruling by FIFA means Iraq cannot play any internationals abroad either, and its clubs 
are also banned from playing foreign opposition. 

At the heart of the dispute is an effort by Iraq's new Shi'ite Muslim-led authorities to wrest 
control of soccer from an association they view as dominated by sports figures from ousted 
Sunni dictator Saddam Hussein's era. 

Olympic committee members blame the IFA for the continuing FIFA ban on Iraq hosting 
international matches due to lingering problems over security. They say IFA leaders 
exaggerate the dangers of staging matches in Iraq for political reasons. 

The Olympic committee also said it was unacceptable that IFA head Hussein Saeed has lived 
in Jordan for the past three years. 

It has demanded the IFA elect a new governing board but the soccer federation has refused. 

Olympic committee members were enraged when FIFA intervened to extend the board's 
mandate. 

"This is very unfortunate. We warned everybody (about this) not because we want to stay in 
our positions but because we wanted our country to escape such a decision," said Najih 
Hmoud, deputy head of the IFA. 

"It is not just the reputation of Iraqi football that has been hurt but the reputation of all of Iraq 
at a time when it is trying to stand on its feet again." 

Iraq surprised everyone, including their own fans, by winning the Asian Cup in 2007 but have 
struggled since then. 

 

E. RELATIONS WITH TURKEY 
 

E.1.  Turkey Plans to Ease Restrictions on Kurds and Help End Decades of Conflict (NY 
Times) 

After months of dialogue, the Turkish government announced a plan on Friday to help end the 
quarter-century-long conflict with a Kurdish separatist movement that has cost more than 
40,000 lives.  

The plan will be debated by Parliament, but the fact that it is being discussed at all is 
considered to be a landmark. For decades, Kurdish political parties were routinely banned, 
and the ethnic identity of the  

Kurds was not openly acknowledged, though they make up almost 15 percent of Turkey’s 
population.  



 

The government’s plan would allow the Kurdish language to be used in all broadcast media 
and political campaigns, and restore Kurdish names to cities and towns that have been given 
Turkish ones. It would also establish a committee to fight discrimination.  

“Today is the beginning of a new timeline and a fresh start,” Prime Minister Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan said in a live televised speech. “We took a courageous step to resolve chronic issues 
that constitute an obstacle along Turkey’s development, progression and empowerment, and 
we are very sincere.”  

Last year, Parliament approved private Kurdish language courses and a public television 
channel in Kurdish, as part of what it called a democracy package. And this week, a 
regulation took effect allowing Kurdish prisoners to communicate with visitors in their native 
language.  

Such measures, many of which have been required for entry to the European Union, were 
inconceivable in the early 1980s, when aggressive state policies prohibited use of the Kurdish 
language and other cultural and political rights for the Kurds. That helped empower the 
outlawed Kurdish Workers Party, known as the P.K.K., which presented itself as the defender 
of Kurdish rights. 

The group, which has been fighting in the predominantly Kurdish southeast, has lost much of 
its popular support in recent years because of its violent methods. But it still has 12,000 
militants hiding in northern Iraq along the Turkish border.  

The P.K.K. praised the government’s efforts but called for an immediate end to operations 
against it.  

Listed as a terrorist organization by the United States and the European Union, the group says 
it no longer seeks independence, but demands constitutional recognition of Kurdish identity.  

Short of that, a blanket amnesty for militants could persuade the group to lay down arms, 
many Kurdish intellectuals say, a move the governing Justice and Development Party rejects.  

Turkey’s leading opposition party, the Republican People’s Party, denounces any direct or 
indirect contact with the P.K.K., though it agrees on cultural rights for Kurds as long as they 
agree to be identified as Turkish citizens and are educated in Turkish.  

“The world recognizes us as Turks, not as an ethnicity but as a nation,” said Deniz Baykal, the 
opposition party’s chairman. “Neither the E.U. regulations nor international human rights 
conventions foresee separate state structures and separate language education for each and 
every ethnic group. There’s nothing like that.”  

The opposition’s view resonates among other parties in Parliament, which argue that 
enshrining various ethnic identities in the Constitution would pave the way for independent 
states within Turkey and destroy unity. 



 

What almost everyone agrees upon is that the current Constitution, which was drafted after a 
military coup in 1980 and is seen as the source of many antidemocratic policies, needs to be 
replaced. 

But the government promises that its first three articles — which explicitly recognize 
“Turkishness” as the national identity, and Turkish as the official language — will remain 
unchanged.  

For Kurdish intellectuals like Sezgin Tanrikulu, former head of the bar association in 
Diyarbakir, the largest Kurdish town, the debate in Parliament was an achievement in its own 
right. 

 “The Turkish Republic is confronting its past and ready to make a new start, which is more 
important than any specific measure,” Mr. Tanrikulu said. “Such a government attitude would 
also discourage the P.K.K. from holding on to arms from now on.” 

E.2.  Hakim and the President of Turkey are having discussions focusing on the latest 
conditions in Iraq (Radio Dijla) 

It has been determined that the President of the Supreme Islamic Council of Iraq, 'Ammar al-
Hakim, late today is scheduled to meet Turkish President 'Abd Allah Gul to discuss the latest 
conditions in Iraq and the upcoming parliamentary elections. 

Turkish sources mentioned that Hakim met with President Gul comes in the context of a first 
visit to Turkey, which will continue for 3 days. A few days ago Turkey confirmed that the 
upcoming elections represent an important milestone in strengthening the political process in 
Iraq, noting the importance of the participation of the full spectrum of Iraqi society. The 
election would be the embodiment of success of the desire for unity of the Iraqi people and 
their ability to overcome the challenges and dangers that beset it. 

E.3.  ‘Government plans to concentrate on Makhmour,' says Minister Atalay (Today’s 
Zaman) 

Interior Minister Beşir Atalay has said the government plans to intensify its efforts to bring 
more than half of those in the Makhmour refugee camp, located in northern Iraq and where 
most of the terrorist Kurdistan Workers' Party's (PKK) members are located, back to Turkey 
as part of the government's democratic initiative to settle the Kurdish issue. 

Atalay, the coordinator of the ruling Justice and Development Party (AK Party) government's 
democratic initiative, responded to questions by Turkish journalists following the First Global 
Ministerial Conference on Road Safety in Moscow on Friday. Stating that arrivals to Turkey 
from Makhmour could start soon, Atalay said: “You know there are around 11,000 people in 
Makhmour. Iraq has carried out a survey asking whether they want to return to Turkey. 
However, there is no clear data on how many of them would return to Turkey. Some of them 
want to stay there. I guess more than 50 percent of them would return,” he said. 



 

Noting that the democratic initiative process is ongoing, Atalay said government's priority in 
the short run is Makhmour and they do not expect PKK members living in Europe to return to 
Turkey for the time being.  

“Our plans regarding returns from northern Iraq are continuing. We do not have such a plan 
for PKK members in Europe. Regardless, we will continue to work on northern Iraq and the 
terrorist organization’s operations there. We will soon hold trilateral talks on this issue. 
Turkey, Iraq and the US will participate in these talks. Our priority during these talks will be 
the Makhmour camp,” he said. Atalay noted that these talks are likely to be held in mid-
December. 

The interior minister also said the government plans to construct temporary prefabricated 
houses near the Habur border gate, where those from Makhmour will enter Turkey, to avoid 
crowding at the border gate. “We cannot estimate exactly how many will come, but we plan 
to construct places to temporarily house these people,” he said. As for the question on the 
government’s thoughts about how the returnees will adapt to their new lives in Turkey, Atalay 
said all these people used to live in villages and have houses, so they will return to their lives 
in their hometowns which they had to leave. 

When asked whether he was satisfied with the course of the democratic initiative, Atalay said 
everything is going well as Turkey is able to talk about its own problems. “It is very important 
that Turkey is discussing, analyzing and evaluating its years-long problems. Ignored problems 
grow over time. This [Kurdish] issue was also this kind [of problem]. I am saying this frankly: 
If such issues had been discussed more in detail 10 to 15 years ago, it would be easier to 
resolve them now. If this chance is also missed, resolution will be harder in the future,” he 
said. Atalay also said the opposition’s strong stance against the initiative is disappointing. 

‘I do not approve of changing names of provinces’ 

Reporters also asked Atalay about the recent debate on the restoration of Tunceli’s former 
name, Dersim, which was sparked by remarks made by Republican People’s Party (CHP) 
Deputy Chairman Onur Öymen, who referred to the Turkish government’s response to a 1937 
rebellion in the predominantly Alevi city of Tunceli, then known as Dersim, as an example of 
fighting terrorism. “Names of districts and provinces can be changed by a parliamentary 
decision. To be honest, I do not approve of changing the name of a province,” he said. 

During a speech criticizing the government’s Kurdish initiative -- which seeks to increase the 
rights of Kurds in Turkey in order to alleviate and ultimately end the separatist terrorism of 
the PKK -- in Parliament on Nov. 10, Öymen said: “Didn’t mothers also cry at the time of the 
Sheikh Said Rebellion? Didn’t mothers also cry at the time of the Dersim Rebellion?” in 
response to the government’s use of the phrase “Let no more mothers cry” as part of its efforts 
to end the PKK’s campaign of terrorism. Öymen’s remarks led to fiercely negative reactions 
all over the country. These developments have increased the already existing demand for the 
city’s name to be changed. 
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