o.. . '
44 &‘ L’f“ '4

¥ Bolge Ulkelerinde I¢ Siyaset

Domestic Policy in the Middle East countries

f, ~ ‘r_'ﬂ?_g | ,56 A

J N\ I . P4 P
| ; < \ I\ W Irak’in Yeniden Yapilanma Siireci
S/ 1\ 1 VL1 The Restructuring Process of Iraq

ORTADOGU STRATE)JIK ARASTIRMALAR MERKEZI . . suve
ADC FRORAREI RM Enerji Giwenligi
Energy Security

GUNLUK ORTADOGU BULTENI i g
MIDDLE EAST DAILY BULLETIN %'}ﬁﬁ.i‘éi"ifﬁqezhepsez Sl

Ethnic and Sectarian Groups

Devlet-dis1 Aktorler

Non State Actors
www.orsam.org.tr | Batyla Iliskiler

Relations with the West

CENTER FOR MIDDLE EASTERN STRATEGIC STUDIES

G
A=

3

=%
30
i U




O RS A M STRATEJIK BILGI YONETiMi
OzGUR DUSUNCE URETIMi

ORTADOGU STRATEJIK ARASTIRMALAR MERKEZI
CENTER FOR MIDDLE EASTERN STRATEGIC STUDIES STRATEGIC INFORMATION MANAGEMENT
b S Ko ol 30 Bonsld) B e AND INDEPENDENT THOUGHT PRODUCTION

MIDDLE EAST BULLETIN
GUNLUK ORTADOGU BULTENI

05 DECEMBER / ARALIK 2011

NO: 1277
1. IRAQ/ IRAK ...ciiiiiiririiererererenesesesesenenans 3
Kerkiik'te Yaralanan 11 Kisi Tedavi Edilmek Uzere Tiirkiye'ye Gotirildi ........... 3
Maliki: Esad OlUrse i¢ SAVas CIKAr ....eeeeiiieeceeeeee et e e 4
‘ABD olmadan da Irak’ta istikrar saglanir’ ........ccceeeeeeeiieecciieeee e 5
Turkmen Meselesi Avrupa Parlamentosu’nda .......ccoeveveveveeeiiieiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee, 6
Arsons spread across Kurdistan region ........ccccceeeeeeeeieiieieeeeeeeeee, 7
Oil fields on lraqi-Kuwaiti border await demarcation ........coeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeieeeeeeennn, 9
2. IRAN/IRAN ..ottt 10
Salihi AlIManya'ya Gitli.....cccoveeeeeee e 10
iran, ABD'nin casus Ugagint dUSUIAU .......ccevveeveeeivieieieieeeeeeeere s 10
'‘Any P5+1 talks must fit Iran's package' .......cccooveeeeeeiieecciie e 11
Iran, Germany call for ClOSEr tieS.....ciiiiiiiciiieee e 12
'Iran sanctions, double-edged sSWord' ............cccuevvveiiiiiiiiieiier i —————— 13
Iranian, Tajik FIMS MeEet in BONN ......ccvvviviiiiiiiiieiieeiereerereererreereesrerrrerrerererr————.. 14
Iran contributed to suppression of Syrian protests —SNC..........cccvvvvvvvvvvrenennns 15
3. ISRAEL - PALESTINE / iSRAIL — FiLiSTIN 18
ABD'li komutan bile israil'den emin degil........cccovevueveeeiecieiiieeeeeeece e, 18
israil, Rumlarin Akdeniz'deki S6zde Dogalgaz Haklarinin Yiizde 30'unu Satin Aldi19
israil'de Tartisilan Danisman Mavi Marmara Raporunda..........ccceceeveveeeveevennene. 20
Iran threatening to cut Hamas funds, arms supply if it flees Syria .................... 21
Cast Lead criminal investigation still 0pen 3 yrs on ...cooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeen, 23
Brotherhood addresses the West after elections suCCess ........ccccuvvvvveeeeeeeeennns 25
Israel asks future Egypt rulers to keep peace deal.........cccueevvevvvevvverrvevrennvnnnnnnnn, 26
4. AFRICA and EGYPT / AFRIKA ve MISIR. 27
Musliman Kardesler Mahkemeye Gidiyor..........uuvvvveviiiiriiiiiiiiiiiiieiiirinieennnenenn. 27
Tunus-Libya Sinirinda Gerginlik .........ooovvviviiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeee, 28
Liberals ‘decimated’ in vote, says EIBaradei, Egypt’s reformist presidential
aTeT o T=Y (U1 F RO UPUPPRRN 29
Islamists seek to extend gains in Egypt run-off vote; 2nd phase to kick off Dec.
14 33
5. JORDAN and LEBANON / URDUN........ 36
Lebanon's Arabic press digest - NOV.5, 2011........cuvvviviiiiiiriieriiieierenennererennnnnnnen. 36
6.  SYRIA / SURIYE......ccccerrurerrcrernernennennene 39
WWW.ORSAM.ORG.TR

Mithat Pasa Caddesi 46/4 Kizilay-Ankara TURKEY
Tel: +90(312)4302609 Fax: +90(312)4303948 orsam@orsam.org.ir

Sayfa 1



(W} EE % {"—&g l(%‘ﬁ//t STRATEJIK BILGI YONETiMI
— E | N | A A

. \ OzGUR DUSUNCE URETIMI
ORTADOGU STRATEJIK ARASTIRMALAR MERKEZI
g ST i P AND INDEPENDENT THOUGHT PRODUCTION
Suriye’de istihbaratcilar da saf degistirdi ........cooovveviiieiiiiii 39
ESad igin Kritik SUN ....evvieeieiice e e 40
Bessar Esad iPhone'u yasakladi ........coocuveeiiiiiiiiiiiniiiee e 40
Hikimetin Kararlari Tirkiye’ye Cevap Teskil EAiyor.......cccovveivviiiieiiiiiieee e, 41
ALBA Ulkeleri Provokatdr Medyayt KINadi.......cc.ceeveueereeerereereeeeeeeeeeeeeeesennenes 42
ARABIAN PENINSULA AND THE GULF OF BASRA / ARAP YARIMADASI VE BASRA KORFEZi 43
iran'a karsi 'bunker buster'll SaVUNMa......couivvieeeeiiieeceeceeceeeeeee et 43
Suriye'den Turkiye'nin yaptirbmlarina yanit.......cccccoeeeeeeiieiieeeecceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee, 44
Syria ignores Arab League deadling.........cccuueeeiiiieiiiiiiiiee e 44
Yemen unity cabinet being formed ........ccccooviiiiiiii i, 47
Bomb explodes near UK embassy in Bahrain .........ccccceevviveeeiiiiienccciieee e, 48
AFGHANISTAN - PAKISTAN / AFGANISTAN - PAKISTAN 49
Karzai accuses Pakistan of stalling talks with Taliban .........cccccvvvvvviiviviiiinninnnnn, 49
Key absences hinder Afghan talks in BONN ..........euvvvvvvviveiiiiiiiiireiieeeeerereeseenenenen, 52

WWW.ORSAM.ORG.TR

Mithat Pasa Caddesi 46/4 Kizilay-Ankara TURKEY
Tel: +90(312)4302609 Fax: +90(312)4303948 orsam@orsam.org.ir

Sayfa 2



O RS A M STRATEJIK BILGI YONETiMI
OzGUR DUSUNCE URETIMI

ORTADOGU STRATEJIK ARASTIRMALAR MERKEZI
CENTER FOR MIDDLE EASTERN STRATEGIC STUDIES STRATEGIC INFORMATION MANAGEMENT
B Sl oA Sl )3 Boasld) k) 38 AND INDEPENDENT THOUGHT PRODUCTION

1. IRAQ / IRAK Bagkonsoloslugu ile  Kerkik  Valiligi

ortaklasa organizesi ile yaralilar, hava

* Kerkiik'te Yaralanan 11 Kisi Tedavi alaninda  bekletilen saghk gorevlileri

Edilmek Uzere Tiirkiye'ye Gotiiriildi
nezaretinde ambulans ugak olarak teghiz

Irakin kuzeyindeki Kerktk sehrinde cesitli edilen C-130 tipi nakliye ugagina bindirildi.

tarihlerde meydana gelen saldirilarinda

yaralanan 11 kisi, tedavisi yapiimak dzere Ambulans ugakta bulunan Tirk acil saghk

Turkiye'den  gelen  ambulans  ucakla gorevlileri tarafindan son bir kez daha

Ankara'ya gotlirllda. kontrolden gecen vyaralilar, 6zenle
ambulans ugaga yerlestirildi. Ardindan, 11
Turkiye

yarali ile 11 refakatciyi alan ambulans ugak
Ankara'ya dogru hareket etti.

Suriye

Yaralilardan Sahin ihsan, Tiirkiye her
zaman yanlarinda olduklarindan dolayi
minnet duydugunu ifade ederek kendisini

tedavi etmek icin Tlrkiye'ye

S. Arabistan

gotarialdigind soyledi.

Irak'in kuzeyindeki Kerkik sehrinde cesitli ) .

Kerkik Turkmen Il Meclis Uyesi Ali Mehdi,
tarihlerde meydana gelen saldirilarinda

her zaman Tirkmenler olarak hedefte
yaralanan 11 kisi, tedavisi yapilmak (izere

olduklarini ifade ederek, "lrak'ta kimse
Tirkiye'den gelen ambulans ugakla

sesimizi duymuyor. Tlrkiye'ye
Ankara'ya goturild.

sesleniyoruz, artik dayanacak gilicimiz

kalmadi. Yaralilar Tirkiye goétirilmesi
Yarallardan 1'i kadin, 2'i ¢ocuk 3 vatandas

memnuniyetle karsiliyoruz." dedi.
ile 5 polisten olusan toplam 11 yaral ile 11

http://www.haberler.com/kerkuk-te-

refakat¢i bugiin  Tirkiye'de tedavileri
yaralanan-11-kisi-tedavi-edilmek-uzere-

3167830-haberi/

yapilmak Uzere Kerkilk Havaalani'na

getirildi. Irak ordusunun yogun givenlik
onlemleri altinda yapilan sorunsuz yarali

tasima isinden sonra Musul Tirkiye
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Maliki: Esad oliirse ig savas cikar gorevi birakmasi cagrisinda
Suriye yonetimine yakinligi ile bilinen Irak bulunmayacagim. Clinkd Esad’in

Basbakani Maliki, Esad’in éldiriilmesi veya oldurtlmesi veya iktidardan

uzaklastinimasi durumunda Suriye’de ic uzaklastiriimasi, bitin bolgeyi etkileyecek

savas cikacagl uyarisini yapti bir i¢c savasa neden olacaktir. Ortadogu ic
savaslardan cok cekti, yeni bir tanesinin
daha cikmasi boélgemiz icin feldket olur”
ifadelerini kullandi. Ote yandan Esad’in
muhaliflere karsi kullandigl istihbarat
teskilatinin en az 12 lyesinin din erken
saatlerde firar edip isyancilara katildig

iddia edildi.Muhalif aktivistlere goére

Tlrkiye siniri yakinlarindaki idlib

bolgesindeki  bir istihbarat Usslinden
Amerikan Associated Press ajansina bir

ordudan firar edenler yardimiyla kacan
milakat veren Irak Basbakani Nuri el

istihbarat elemanlari, yakindaki Cebal El
Maliki, Suriye konusunda

Zaviye bolgesine gitti. Kagis sirasinda iki
degerlendirmelerde  bulundu.  Suriye

taraftan 10 kisinin 6ldigi belirtildi.
Devlet Baskani Besar Esad’in 6ldirilmesi

veya iktidardan uzaklastiriimasi o )

19 KISIYE YAPTIRIM GELDI
durumunda, Suriye’de bir i¢ savasin patlak

Arap Birligi ile Suriye arasindaki ‘protokol
verecegini iddia eden Maliki, Suriye’nin

krizi” de devam ediyor. Arap Birligi'nin
icinde bulundugu atmosferi “cok tehlikeli”

siddeti durdurmasi icin Esad yodnetimine
olarak niteledi. Maliki, “Esad rejimine karsi

tanidigi son sire diin dolarken, Sam’in 6ne
nasil bir tavrin takinilacagi ¢ok dikkatli bir

sirdigl  vyeni  sartlarin  reddedildigi
sekilde ele alinmali. Aksi takdirde Arap

bildirildi. Birlik'in Disisleri Bakanlari’nin
Bahari hizla kisa donusebilir” dedi.

diin Doha’da yaptigl toplantidan ise Esad
Suriye’de 16 yildan fazla yasadigini, halki

yonetimine ilave yaptirim kararlari ¢ikti.
cok iyi tanidigini kaydeden Nuri el Maliki,

Aralarinda Besar Esad’in kardesi Mahir ve
“Suriye halkinin haklarinin  korunmasini

kuzeni Rami Mahluf'un da bulundugu 19
istiyoruz. Bu nedenle Suriyeli muhaliflerle

Ust diizey Suriyeli yetkiliye Arap Ulkelerine
de gorlsecegiz. Ancak ben Besar Esad’in
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seyahat yasagi getirildi, bu isimlerin mal

varliklari da donduruldu.

Suriye’den Turkiye'ye ekonomik yaptirim
Turkiye’nin ~ Suriye  yonelik  yaptirim
kararlarini aciklamasinin ardindan, Serbest
Ticaret Anlasmasi’'ni  askiya aldigini
duyuran Esad yonetiminin, Tirkiye ilgili
yeni kararlar aldigi bildirildi. Suriye resmi
haber ajansi SANA'nin haberine gore, diin
Basbakan Adil Sefer baskanliginda
toplanan Bakanlar Kurulu’nun kararlarina
gore, Turkiye’den ithal edilen mallar
uygulanmakta olan dis ticaret yasasi
kapsamina alinarak gimrik harglar
tarifesi uygulanacak; ayrica butlin Tirk
mali Granler icin Grin fiyatinin yiizde 30'u
degerinde  glimrik  harci  alinacak;
Suriye’den Tirkiye'ye giden tirlara 600,
otoblslere 400, miniblslere 200 ve
otomobillere de 50 litreden fazla mazot
satilmayacak. Bakanlar Kurulu Genel
Sekreteri  Teysir Zubi, s6z konusu
kararlarin Tirkiye'nin yaptirimlarina bir
cevap olarak alindigini belirtti

http://www.kerkuk.net/?p=7409

‘ABD olmadan da Irak’ta istikrar
saglanir’

Irak Basbakani Nuri EI Maliki, ABD

askerlerinin Ulkeden ayrilmasindan sonra
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gelecekte istikrarin  saglanmasina ve
bagimsiz kalmaya inancinin tam oldugunu
soyledi.Maliki, ABD askerlerinin
ayrilmasindan sonra bile (lkesinin istikrari
saglayacagina ve bagimsiz kalacagina
inandigini,  Irak'in  gelecekte  kendi
politikalarini, iran’in ya da herhangi baska
bir Glkenin dikteleri ile degil, ulusal

¢ikarlari dogrultusunda gizecegini bildirdi.

Irak’in  herhangi bir Ulkenin takipgisi
olmadigini ve olmayacagini belirten Maliki,
Oote yandan genis kiltirel, ekonomik ve
dini baglari bulunan iran ile iyi iliskileri

stirdirmek istediklerini ifade etti.

‘ABD’YE MINNETTARIZ’

Irak Basbakani, ABD askerlerinin kademeli
olarak Irak’tan ¢ekilmeleri sirasinda
guvenlik seviyesinde degisiklik
yasanmadigini ¢linkii glvenligin esasen
kendi ellerinde oldugunu belirterek,
ABD’ye Saddam Huseyin’i devirdigi icin

minnettar oldugunu da kaydetti.

Maliki 6te yandan Irak’ta ABD askerlerinin
ayrilmasindan sonra siddetin azalacagini,
¢linkli bu durumun, saldirilarin temel
nedenlerinden birinin ortadan kalkmasi

anlamina gelecegini soyledi.
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‘SURIYE’DE iC SAVAS CIKABILIR’

Nuri El Maliki, Suriye’deki gelismelerle ilgili
olarak iran’in miittefiki Suriye’de Bessar
Esad’in  devrilmesi halinde i¢c savas
cikabilecegi uyarisinda bulundu. Maliki,
Suriye’deki durumun tehlikeli oldugunu
ifade ederek, Suriye’deki baharin kisa

donlismemesi icin  mevzularin

uygun

bicimde degerlendirilmesi  gerektigini
kaydetti. Irak’in Suriye halkinin haklarinin
korunmasi gerektigine inandigini ve
hikiimetinin, Suriye’deki rejime, ulkeyi
tek mezhep

yoneten tek parti ve

doneminin zamanini doldurdugunu

ilettigini bildirdi.

Suriyeli muhaliflerin gegen glinlerde Irak’a
gelmek istediklerini, hiikimetinin onlarla
gorusecegini belirten Maliki, kendisinin de
16 yili askin bir siire Suriye’de yasadigini
hatirlatarak, Suriye Devlet Baskani Bessar
Esadt oldirmenin veya devirmenin,
herhangi bir sekilde iki grup arasinda i¢
savasin patlak vermesine yol acacagini,
bunun bolge Ulzerinde etkisi olacagini
kaydetti.

http://www.kerkuk.net/?p=7380
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Tiirkmen Meselesi Avrupa

Parlamentosu’nda
Irak Milletvekili Hasan Ozmen’in
katilimiyla 72003’ ten sonra

Irak’ta Tirkmenlerin Durumu” konusu,
Avrupa Parlamentosu insan
Haklari Komisyonu’nda ilk defa 6zel bir
oturumla ele alinacak.

Ozellikle son giinlerde Tirkmenlere
yonelik teror saldirilarinin artmasi ve ABD
ardindan

askerlerinin cekilmesinin

” ”

Tirkmen Bolgelerindeki glvenlik
konusunun nasil saglanacagl yonlinde
tedbirlerin alinmasi icin yogun c¢aba

gosteren Irak Tirkmen Cephesi’nin

Tirkmenlerin - Haklari  “  konusundaki
uluslararasi himaye saglama girisimleri de
sonu¢ verdi. 5 Aralk Pazartesi gini
Avrupa Birligi'nin direkt secimle goreve
gelen  tek

organi olan  Avrupa

Parlamentosu’nun insan Haklari
Komisyonu’nda ” 2003 ten sonra Irak’ta
Tiarkmenlerin Durumu ” konusu ilk defa
ele alinacak. Oturuma Irak Milletvekili
katilacak.

Hasan Ozmen

Komisyonda, Turkmenlerin maruz
kaldiklari ” insan Haklari ihlalleri ” konusu
masaya vyatirilacak. Ozellikle Tiirkmenler
nasil korunacak ve

Turkmenlerin haklarinin geri kazanilmasi
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konularinda ne gibi ¢Ozlimler
Uretilebilecegi lizerine konusulacak

http://www.kerkuk.net/?p=7343

Arsons spread across Kurdistan region

The attacks against liquor stores and
massage parlors that started in Zakho, in
Duhok Governorate near the Turkish
border, on Friday are spreading across the
Kurdistan Region. Another parlor was set
on fire late Sunday evening, this time in

Sulaimaniyah, near the Iranian border.

The massage center in Sulaimaniyah's
Maliki Mahmoud Street was set on fire at
around 11 p.m. local time (8 p.m. GMT) by
unidentified protesters, who smashed the
windows and threw bottles with gasoline
into the house. The building burnt down,

no one has been reported injured.

Sulaimaniyah Mayor Zana Hamasalih said
the incident was plotted by "saboteurs"
who want to destabilize Sulaimaniyah, a
large and secular city in the east of the

Kurdistan Region.

According to Hamasalih, it was not the
first attack on the parlor. "A few days ago,

some people threw stones at the center.
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Investigation into the incident is ongoing
and once we have found the people who
are responsible, we will bring most severe

legal punishment on them."

Three days ago, after Friday prayers,
dozens of rioters burnt down more than
30 liquor stores, four massage centers and
three hotels in Zakho. Reports say at least
32 people were injured. Rioters were
allegedly encouraged by a Muslim
preacher, Ismael Osman of Zakho's
Rasheed Mosque, who reportedly has ties
to the opposition group Kurdistan Islamic
Union. Although KIU, which is inspired by
the controversial Muslim Brotherhood,
denied having any "preachers to be
exploited as the instigators of the events",
counter-rioters set the KIU headquarters

in Zakho on fire.

The arsons continued yesterday in Duhok
Governorate, when 20 to 30 young men
set fire to four alcohol stores in Deraluk
town and broke into a number of other
stores to smash liquor bottles at around 8
p.m. local time (5 p.m. GMT). Police
rushed to the scene, arresting four people

for arson.
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On Saturday, government officials still
claimed that the arsons in Zakho were
local incidents and that it was unlikely
they would spread to other cities. Erbil
Governor Nawzad Hadi said he had no
fear that the events in Zakho would be
repeated in Erbil. "The situation in Erbil,
from all respects, is stable," he said.
Earlier, Erbil police chief Abdul Khaliq
Talaat shared the governor's view. "Since
we do not feel any fear about such events
happening in Erbil province, we have not
taken any measures and have not put any

force on alert," he said.

Only hours later, these statements were
proven wrong, when police chief Talaat
announced that police prevented KIU
from holding a gathering. Talaat said the
measures were "only to maintain security

and stability in the city."

Eyewitnesses had already reported that
late Friday evening, armed security forces
took up position in Erbil’'s Christian
neighborhood of Ainkawa, where the
city's liquor stores, bars and nightclubs are
placed. According to one witness, four
pickup trucks each with up to ten armed
men were rushing into Ainkawa at about

10 pm on Friday evening.
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The riots have widened the gap between
ruling and opposition parties in the
Kurdistan region. The Kurdistan Regional
Government, run by the Kurdistan
Democratic Party and the Patriotic Union
of Kurdistan, quickly blamed an imam with
ties to the oppositional KIU. Salahaddin
Mohammed Bahaddin, head of KIU,

claimed that the cleric was "a KDP man".

Observers believe that there could be
more about Friday's events than just
sectarian tensions between conservative
Muslims and alcohol-consuming
Christians. Iraq and the Kurdistan Region
did not play a role in the Arab Spring, both
have not seen protests like in neighboring
Syria. However, there have been smaller
protests in February, calling for reforms

and demanding KDP and PUK loosing their

grip on power.

Despite the fact that the Kurdistan Region
appeared to be "the better Iraq" -- the
autonomous region enjoys foreign
investment, economic growth and a stable
security situation -- many Kurds demand a
greater share of the region's wealth. The
events in Zakho might be linked to

frustrations over public services and the
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perceived shortcomings of the Kurdistan

Regional Government, the KRG.

It is difficult for media outlets to receive
information from Zakho these days, since
journalists can not work freely. "In 48
hours, 6 media offices have been torched,
6 journalists have been put in jail and 16
more journalists have been subjected to
attacks," Metro Centre, a press freedom

organization, said in a statement.

Metro condemns the torching of the
media offices and the detention of
journalists calling on the authorities to
bring those responsible for incidents to
justice. All the six media offices set on fire,
and cited by the Metro statement,
belonged to the KIU.

Also in Sulaimaniyah journalists
complained that they were denied access
to the site. Kamal Nouri, a correspondent
for the Iran-based Kurdish Sahar TV said,
"We were blocked by the security forces,
attacked and then our camera and

equipment were confiscated."

http://aknews.com/en/aknews/3/276289
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Oil fields on Iraqi-Kuwaiti border
await demarcation

There are 10 oil fields that spread across
the Iraqgi-Kuwaiti frontier that are waiting
to have a line drawn through them, the Qil
and Energy committee in the Council of

Representatives announced Sunday.

Committee member Furat al-Sharei told
AKnews that the oil will be extracted from
these fields after finding joint mechanisms
between the countries. There are also ten
common with Iran that are waiting the

demarcation process to begin extraction.

"The problem of the common fields can be

resolved by developing legal
mechanisms."
The Kuwaiti ~ government  denied

trespassing on joint oil fields with Iraq last
July, accusing unnamed parties of trying to
destabilize relations between the two

countries.

The Iraqgi government pays 5% of its
revenue to compensate its debt to Kuwait
that reaches $22 billion USD (23,000
billion 1QD).

The relations between Baghdad and

Kuwait witnessed significant improvement
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in the past few years. Kuwait re-opened its
embassy in Irag in 2008 after nearly 19
years of broken diplomatic relations
between the two countries, while the
Consulate of Iraq was opened in Kuwait in

2010.

The former Iraqgi president Saddam
Hussein ordered the invasion of Kuwait in
1990, and sanctions were imposed on Iraq
by the international community as a
result. Irag was put under Chapter VII,
which makes it a country that threatens

global security.

Although both countries have opened
embassies in the other state, the
outstanding problems between them are
still present and they lead to periodic
tensions in the relationship.

http://aknews.com/en/aknews/2/276179

Salihi Almanya'ya gitti

iran islam Cumhuriyeti Disisleri Bakani Ali
Ekber Salihi, Afganistan konusunda
diinlenecek toplantiya katilmak (zere

Almanya'ya gitti.
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Salihi, Afganistan konusunda Almanya'nin
Boon kentinde diizenlenecek 2. Afganistan
konferansina katilmak lizere bu sabah
Tahran'i Almanya'ya dogru terk etti.

Bu toplantida konusma yapacak olan
Salihi, iran  islam  Cumbhuriyeti'nin
Afganistan meselesine yonelik tutumunu

aciklayacaktir.

http://www?2.irna.ir/tr/news/view/line-

119/1112055089120258.htm

iran, ABD'nin casus ugagini diisiirdii

iran islam Cumhuriyeti Silahli Kuvvetleri,

iran'in dogu bolgelerinde, Amerika'ya ait

insansiz casus ucagini distrda.

Bir askeri yetkili yaptigi aciklamada, iran

islam Cumhuriyeti Silahli Kuvvetleri Hava
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Savunma ve Elektronik Savas Birimleri
tarafindan Amerika'ya ait RQ-170 tipi bir
insansiz casus ugaginin Ulkenin dogusunda

dustruldigini acikladigl belirtildi.

S6z konusu vyetkili aciklamasinda, hava
savunma ve elektronik savas birimlerinin,
ABD casus ugaginin iran hava sahasini ihlal
ettigi belirtti.

http://www?2.irna.ir/tr/news/view/line-

120/1112052562120539.htm

'Any P5+1 talks must fit Iran's
package'

MP Alaeddin Boroujerdi, the chairman of
the Iranian Majlis (parliament) National

Security and Foreign Policy Committee

A senior Iranian lawmaker says Iran has
submitted its proposed package for the
resumption of multifaceted talks with the
P5+1 countries and that any new
negotiations must take place within the

framework of the package.
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Iran has presented its package a while ago
based on the existing realities on the
global scene, declaring its readiness to
resume negotiations based on “recognized
international principles," said Chairman of
Iran's Majlis Committee on National
Security and Foreign Policy Alaeddin
Boroujerdi, quoted in a Sunday report by
the legislature's official news agency,

ICANA.

The senior lawmaker further reiterated
that Iran will never give in to intimidating
and threatening language in its

international interactions.

“[The European Union's foreign policy
chief] Ms. Catherine Ashton should have
learned the appropriate tone to use in
negotiating with Iran by now. Thus, she
had better adjust her discourse,
negotiations and remarks concerning Iran
on the basis of such [international]

norms,” he added.

Any interaction between Iran with [other]
countries of the world is conducted based
on the globally-recognized principles of
mutual respect and interests, Boroujerdi

emphasized.
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On October 21, Ashton voiced the
willingness of the P5+1 group (Britain,
China, France, Russia, and the United
States plus Germany) to resume talks with
Tehran to achieve a “comprehensive and
negotiated” solution to the country's

nuclear case.

In a letter addressed to the secretary of
Iran's Supreme National Security Council,
Saeed Jalili, Ashton said if Iran was ready
to discuss concrete confidence-building
measures without preconditions, the P5+1
“would be willing to agree on a next
meeting within the coming weeks at a

mutually convenient venue."

Ashton's letter came in response to an
earlier communication by Jalili in
September, in which he informed Ashton
of Iran's readiness to resume multifaceted

negotiations with the P5+1.

"I welcome your suggestion to resume
talks, in order to take fundamental steps
for sustainable cooperation," Ashton said

in her letter.

Iran and the P5+1 powers held two rounds

of multifaceted talks in Geneva in

STRATEJIK BILGI YONETIMI
OzGUR DUSUNCE URETIMI

STRATEGIC INFORMATION MANAGEMENT
AND INDEPENDENT THOUGHT PRODUCTION

December 2010 and in the Turkish city of

Istanbul last January.

Tehran says it is ready to continue the
talks based on common grounds, adding,
however, that it has no intention of giving
up any of its nuclear rights.

http://www.presstv.ir/detail/213887.html|

Iran, Germany call for closer ties

Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Salehi
(L) met German Foreign Minister Guido
Westerwelle in Bonn on December 4.

N\

> 5% \
s

Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Salehi

and his German counterpart Guido
Westerwelle have called for closer

relations between the two countries.

Salehi and Westerwelle held a meeting on
the eve of the second International Bonn
Conference on Afghanistan, which is
scheduled to begin on December 5, IRNA

reported.
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They discussed the latest global
developments and exchanged views on
ways to establish peace and stability in

Afghanistan.

The German foreign minister highlighted
the role of Iran in Afghanistan, stressing
the necessity of Iran's cooperation in

Afghanistan's stabilization process.

Delegates from 90 countries as well as
representatives of the United Nations will
be attending the international conference,
which has been organized to devise a

strategy to stabilize Afghanistan.

The security situation remains fragile in
Afghanistan, despite the presence of
nearly 150,000 US-led foreign forces in the

Central Asian country.

During the Bonn conference, Salehi will
elaborate on Iran's views and stances in
regard to the situation in Afghanistan.

http://www.presstv.ir/detail/213863.html|

'Iran sanctions, double-edged sword'
Member of Iran Majlis (parliament)
National Security and Foreign Policy

Committee says the European Union's
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unilateral sanctions against Iran are like a
double-edged sword, which harm the

European countries more than Iran.

Heshmatollah Falahatpisheh went on to
say that Iran has never welcomed
sanctions, but is never defenseless against
them, Fars News Agency quoted him as

saying on Sunday.

“No country in the world has suffered
sanctions more than Iran and we have
always tried to render all sanctions

ineffective,” he added.

The lawmaker further stated that
sanctions not only increase costs in Iran
but also affect the European sides and

their companies.

“From 1995 up to the time that the
Americans and the Europeans introduced
new round of [anti-Iranian] sanctions in
unison, the American companies... have
complained about the US government
limiting their possibilities compared to the

European companies,” he said.

Falahatpisheh added that recent sanctions
imposed by the European countries will

also cause the European companies to
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suffer the most and that they will be

facing problems due to the sanctions.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran has always
tried to predict these sanctions and

counteract them,” he said.

The lawmaker said that Iran is now under
the most severe banking sanctions, adding
that the country has not been transacting
with the US dollar for the past three years
and has also discarded euro in trade

exchanges for about two years.

“The lion's share of the country's
[financial] resources has been converted
to gold and other foreign currencies which

are not vulnerable to sanctions,” he said.

Foreign ministers of the European Union
(EU) met on Thursday, December 1, to
impose new sanctions against 180 Iranian
individuals and companies, but failed to
impose an embargo on the country's oil

sector.

Earlier in November, the United States,
Britain and Canada had imposed unilateral
sanctions on lIran's energy and financial
sectors after the International Atomic

Energy Agency (IAEA) released its report
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on Tehran's nuclear program on
November 8, which claimed Iran's nuclear

program had a military aspect.

The US, Israel and their allies accuse Iran
of pursuing a military nuclear program and
have used this allegation as a pretext to
convince the UN Security Council to
impose four rounds of sanctions on the

country.

Tehran has categorically refuted Western
allegations, saying that as a signatory to
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT), it has the right to acquire and
develop atomic technology for peaceful

purposes.

Iranian officials have repeatedly described
the sanctions against the Islamic Republic
as futile and ineffective.

http://www.presstv.ir/detail/213834.html|

Iranian, Tajik FMs meet in Bonn

Berlin, Dec 5, IRNA — Islamic Republic of
Iran Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Salehi met
with his Tajik counterpart, Hamrokhon
Zarifi on the sidelines of International
Afghanistan Conference in the German

city of Bonn on Sunday.
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The two foreign ministers discussed the
latest issues in bilateral relations and
exploring the ways for expediting
implementation of mutual agreements, as

well as executing new projects.

Salehi and Zarifi also exchanged views on
the latest developments in the Middle
East, issues of Muslim countries,
particularly Afghanistan and multilateral

and regional cooperation.

Referring to the foreign policy of the
Islamic Republic of Iran for expansion of
relations with neighboring countries,
Salehi said that Iran is ready to cooperate
with the neighboring countries in the field
of transfer of water, electricity, energy,
road and railway transportation, and

transit of goods.

He noted that trilateral cooperation
between Iran, Afghanistan, and Tajikistan
is beneficial for the three nations and also

the region.

Tajik Foreign Minister Hamrokhon Zarifi
expressed his satisfaction over bilateral
economic cooperation with Iran while

saying that his country is interested in
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expediting the joint projects, especially in
the field of railway, transfer of energy, and

development projects.

The two sides also discussed the
developments in  Afghanistan and
satisfactory cultural relations between

Tehran and Dushanbe.

Foreign Minister Salehi arrived in the
German city of Bonn on Sunday evening to
attend the International Conference on

Afghanistan which will open on Monday.

Representatives from 85 countries and 16
international organizations will participate

in the conference.

Salehi will elaborate on the Islamic
Republic of Iran's views and stances vis-a-
vis developments of Afghanistan.

http://www.irna.ir/ENNewsShow.aspx?NI

D=30697971&SRCH=1

Iran contributed to suppression of
Syrian protests — SNC

Istanbul, Asharq Al-Awsat — The Syrian
National Council [SNC] has claimed that
the Iranian regime has contributed to the

suppression of Syrian protesters.
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During a press conference held in Istanbul
against the sidelines of the Arab — Turkish
Media Forum on Thursday, SNC
spokesman Ahmed Ramadan revealed
that the Syrian opposition had informed
Moscow and Beijing that they have the
right to bet on the al-Assad regime, but
any new Syrian government will take this
into account should the al-Assad regime

collapse.

Whilst Samir al-Nashar, who heads the
Secretariat of the Damascus Decleration,
said “if the US had continued to gamble
on the Hosni Mubarak regime, then [US
Secretary of State] Hillary Clinton would
not have been able to appear in Tahrir

Square.”

He also said “I believe that the Russians,
based on certain statements issued here
and there, are reviewing their position [on
Syria], as are the Chinese.” Al-Nashar also
revealed that the SNC has been in
communication with Tehran, adding “we
are not against dialogue with any party,
and we respect Iran as a central power in
the region, however before any dialogue
can take place the Iranians must correct
their position [on Syria], because they

have contributed to the suppression of
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the Syrian people by providing the Syrian
regime with information, as well as

logistical support.”

Al-Nashar claimed that “they [the
Iranians] provided the Syrian regime with
equipment to spy on the Syrian political
activists, benefitting from their experience
in suppressing the Green
Revolution....whilst they also participated
in the planning of field operations against
peaceful ([Syrian] activists, and we
therefore cannot deal with Iran unless it
corrects its position with regards to the

Syrian revolution.”

He added “the [Syrian] regime has used
warships to bomb Al-Raml| refugee camp
in Latakia...which is a measure that they
did not even use in the October war [Yom

Kippur War] against Israel.”

SNC Executive Committee member, Samir
al-Nasher, also stressed that the Syrian
opposition is not calling for military
intervention in Syria, but rather would
prefer to see the international community

pressure the al-Assad regime.

He also claimed that the SNC had

informed the Chinese that “you are
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allowing the [al-Assad] regime to commit
crimes” adding, “we want to delegitimize

the al-Assad regime.”

Al-Nashar also revealed that the Syrian
youth are chanting the slogan “I would
rather die than be arrested” in light of the
revelations regarding the treatment that
Syrian political activists are receiving at
the hands of the Syrian authorities. He
also confirmed that the SNC is committed
to seeing the end of the Bashar al-Assad
regime, particularly because “he [al-Assad]
was bequeathed power...he did not come
to power via elections and he has no
legitimacy, and if he continues his policies
then he will face a fate similar to that of

Gaddafi.”

For his part, SNC spokesman Ahmed
Ramadan, responding to a question put to
him by Asharqg Al-Awsat on the threat
previously made by the Syrian president
that any intervention in Syria would set
the Middle East on fire, said that “the
statements made by al-Assad or his
foreign minister Walid Muallem
disregarding the international community

are extremely foolish.”
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He also revealed that “the al-Assad
regime-affiliated Shabiha [militia] issued
22 death threats to Arab League
Secretary-General Nabil Elaraby to his
telephone...when the Arab League issued
its decision against the regime.” He added
“they [the Syrians] do not respect anyone,
the noose is tightening around them but
still they imagine that they will be able to
remain in power by way of their killing

machine.”

As for the Arab and international pressure
to oust the al-Assad regime, Ramadan said
that some western states are not fully
informed about everything that is
happening in Syria. He said “lI met with
Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu
before his famous meeting with al-Assad,
and | told him that this visit would end in
failure, because those that they [the
diplomats] are talking to are not in the
street...he [Davutoglu] asked me to wait 5
days, but Turkey’s proposals did not
receive any response from the Syrian

regime.”

He added “the Turks do not want to pre-
empt the Arab positions with regards to
the Syrian revolution, and Turkey is

convinced today that the al-Assad regime
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is over..and they have burned their

bridges with the Syrian regime.”

The SNC spokesman claimed that “the
Syrian regime at home is losing on all
levels, and cannot find anybody to defend
it. The Syrian regime is truly isolated...and
even the lIranians are not defending its
policies. It has completely lost its
legitimacy, and we are now working for
the post-Assad period.”

http://asharg-

e.com/news.asp?section=1&id=27561

3. ISRAEL - PALESTINE / iSRAIL -

FILISTIN

ABD'li komutan bile israil'den emin
degil

ABD  Genelkurmay Baskani  Martin
Dempsey, Israil'in  iran'in  nikleer
tesislerine olasi bir saldiri baslatmadan

once ABD'ye haber verecegi konusunda

emin olmadigini soyledi.
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Dempsey, iran'in niikleer faaliyetlerinin
durdurulmasi konusunda ABD ve Israil
arasinda gorus farkhliklari bulundugunu da

belirtti.

Uluslararasi  haber ajansi  Reuters'a
konusan ABD Genelkurmay Baskani
Dempsey, "ABD, iran'in nikleer
faaliyetlerini durdurmak icin en dogru
yolun yaptirmlar ve diplomatik baski
oldugunu dusiiniiyor. Ancak Israil'in

bizimle ayni pozisyonda oldugu konusunda

emin degilim" dedi.

BARAK: IRAN'A SU AN ASKERI SALDIRI YOK
israil Savunma Bakani Ehud Barak ise,

israil'in  "su anda" iran'in nikleer

tesislerine  bir  saldin  dizenlemeyi

diisinmedigini soyledi.

israil radyosuna konusan Barak, "Su anda
harekete ge¢cme niyetimiz yok, zorunlu

olmadikca savasa girisilmemeli" dedi.

iran'a karsi kabul edilecek taktikler
konusunda ABD ile olasi goris ayriliklariyla
ilgili soruya ise Israil Savunma Bakani
Baras su cevabi verdi: "israil'in bagimsiz
oldugunu bilmek gerekir. israil hiikiimeti,
ordusu ve giivenlik servisleri israil'in varlig

ve glivenliginin tek sorumlusu."
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'IRAN'A HER ZARARI HOSUMUZA GIDER'

Barak, iran'da yakin zamanda meydana
gelen patlamalarla ilgili olarak da
"havadan veya diger vyollar vasitasiyla
kaynaklanan ve iran'in niikleer programini
yavaslatacak her seyi hos karsiladiklarini”

soyledi.

iran'da gecen ay, baskent Tahran
yakinlarindaki Devrim Muhafizlari'na ait
bir askeri Uste patlama meydana gelmis ve
17 muhafiz yasamini yitirmisti.

http://www.ntvmsnbc.com/id/25301997/

israil, Rumlarin Akdeniz'deki Sozde
Dogalgaz Haklarinin Yiizde 30'unu
Satin Aldi

Rum hiikiimeti, israilli Delek sirketinin;
Noble Energy sirketinin Rum tarafinin ilan
ettigi muinhasir ekonomik bdlge (MEB)
icerisinde bulunan 12. parselde sahip
oldugu haklarin yizde 30'unu satin

almasini onaylamaya karar verdi.

Rum gazetelerinden Alithia, "Delek
Afrodit'e Giriyor" basligiyla yayimladig
haberinde, Rum hiklimetinin, Noble
Energy sirketinin 12. parselde sahip
oldugu haklarin yiizde 30'unun israilli

Delek sirketi tarafindan aliminin da
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icerisine dahil edilmesi amaciyla; Noble ile
imzaladigl s6zlesmede degisiklik yapilmasi

konusunda hareket ettigini belirtti.

Gazete, Rum hiikiimetinin israilli sirketin
talebini bir siire gozden gecirdikten sonra
Noble'nin de olur gorisinid alarak,
Noble'nin 12. parseldeki haklarinin yizde
30'luk kisminin Delek tarafindan satil
alinmasini  onaylamaya karar verdigini

aktardi.

Delek'in Noble'nin hisselerinin bir kismini
satin almakta oldugunu ancak Rum
hikiimeti karsisinda bariz ylkimlilikler
Ustlenmedigini yazan gazete, Delek
sirketinin, yukumliluklerle ilgili olarak;
Afrodit'teki arastirma sondajini  yapan
Noble sirketi ile gorlismeye devam

edecegini belirtti.

Ote yandan, Rum Iicisleri Bakani Neoklis
Silikiotis'in, bu kararla ilgili olarak gerek
Delek sirketini, gerek de israil'in Giiney
Kibris'taki  blylkelgisi Misel  Hariri'yi
bilgilendirdigini belirten gazete, Israil'in
uzun suredir Delek sirketinin talebini
ileriye gotlrdigindn bilindigini ekledi.

http://www.haberler.com/israil-rumlarin-

akdeniz-deki-sozde-dogalgaz-3167887-
haberi/
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israil'de Tartisilan Danisman Mavi
Marmara Raporunda

Haaretz gazetesi, Marmara baskina iliskin
raporunu yakinda aciklayacak israilli devlet
denetleyicisinin  yUrittigi  sorusturma
sirasinda, Basbakan Netanyahu'nun askeri
danismani General Locker'in, filo
operasyonu Oncesi ve sonrasi Turkiye'nin
Washington Blyikelgisi Namik Tan ile
"direkt iletisim kanali"nin bulundugunu,
Disisleri ve Savunma Bakanliklarinin bilgisi
disinda Tan'a bazi mesajlar ilettigini ortaya
ciktigini yazdi israil'de Bagbakan Binyamin
Netanyahu'nun ¢ok glvendigi askeri
danismani General Yohanan Locker'in,
yeni Hava Kuvvetleri Komutani olarak
atanmasi olasiligi  ortaligi karistirirken
Marmara baskina iliskin raporunu yakinda
aciklayacak devlet denetleyicisinin
ylrittigl sorusturma sirasinda, Locker'in,
filo operasyonu Oncesi ve sonrasi
Tlrkiye'nin Washington Buyukelgisi Namik
Tan ile "direkt iletisim kanali"nin
bulundugunun, Disisleri Bakanhgl ve

savunma kurumunun bilgisi disinda Tan'a

bazi mesajlar ilettigi kaydedildi.

Haaretz gazetesi, israil'de yeni Hava
Kuvvetleri Komutani atamasi meselesinin

siyasi arenada '"tdrbilans" yarattigini
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belirtirken tartismalarin, adaylari arasinda
adi gecen Yohanan Locker'in ile Basbakan
Netanyahu arasindaki iliskiye

odaklandigini kaydetti. Haberde
Netanyahu'nun, iki yildir askeri danismani
olan Locker'in, kisa bir silre icinde
Basbakan'in en yakin danismanlarindan
biri haline geldigi, Basbakanin da Locker'e
daha 6nce hicbir askeri danismaya fiilen
verilen genis yetkileri verdigi kaydedildi.

General Locker'in bazan da
Netanyahu'nun Ulusal Givenlik Danismani
Uzi Arad' da atlattigini, askeri konularin
disinda da bircok alanda rol aldigini
belirten gazete, israil'de Basbakan'in
askeri danismaninin, Basbakan'in, gizli
istihbarat verileri ile ordunun, Mossad ve
Shin Bet glivenlik érgitlerinin operasyonel

faaliyetleri ile baglantisini saglayan kisi

olduguna dikkat cekti.

Haaretz, Locker'in siyasi konularda rol
aldigini  anlatirken de dokuz Tirk'in
Olimuyle sonuglanan gecen yildaki Mavi
Marmara gemisine baskina iliskin raporu
yakinda aciklanacak olan devlet
denetleyicisinin  yUrittigi  sorusturma

sirasinda Locker'in girisimlerinin de ortaya

¢iktigina dikkat cekerken sunlari yazdi:
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"Devlet denetleyicisinin  sorusturmasi
sirasinda filo 6ncesi ve sonraki ddnemde
Locker'in, Tirkiye'nin ABD nezdindeki
Bliylkelgisi Namik Tan ile direkt bir iletisim
kanalinin bulundugunu, ona da Uzi Arad,
Disisleri Bakanligi ve savunma kurumunun
bilgisi disinda bazi mesajlar ilettigi ortaya
cikt." - Ankara

http://www.haberler.com/israil-de-

tartisilan-danisman-mavi-marmara-

3167656-haberi/

Iran threatening to cut Hamas funds,
arms supply if it flees Syria

Palestinian sources tell Haaretz that
Hamas is abandoning its headquarters in
Syria and looking at other Arab states as
alternative location for its political
command center.

By Avi Issacharoff and Amos Harel

Iran had applied intense pressure to
Hamas in an effort to persuade it not to
leave Damascus, threatening even to cut
off funds to the organization if it did so,

Palestinian sources have told Haaretz.

The Iranian pressure also included an
unprecedented ultimatum - namely, an

explicit threat to stop supplying Hamas
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with arms and suspend the training of its

military activists.

Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad

and Hamas political leader Khaled Meshal.

Photo by: AP

According to the sources, Hamas is
abandoning its headquarters in Syria and
looking at other Arab states as an
alternative location for its political
command center. Hamas' move comes
despite intense Iranian pressure on the

organization to refrain from relocating.

A Syrian opposition spokesman said
recently that once Assad is toppled, his
successors will have no intention of
preserving the strategic alliance between

Damascus, Tehran and Hezbollah.

According to the Palestinian sources, only
"second and third-ranking" Hamas
activists are leaving Damascus, while

senior members of the organization's
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political wing, headed by Khaled Meshal,

are remaining in the Syrian capital.

Senior Hamas political figures even met
this past weekend with representatives of
the Palestinian factions that are not
members of the Palestine Liberation

Organization, the sources add.

The Hamas activists on the move, the
sources say, are those responsible for the
activities and funding of the organization's
military wing, as well as some members of
the political leadership. Most have left
together with their families to a number
of destinations, including Gaza, Sudan,

Qatar and Lebanon.

The Palestinian sources have defined the
relocation  activities as a  hasty
abandonment of Syrian President Bashar
Assad, who until recently was Hamas'

strongest ally in the Arab world.

Efforts on the part of the Syrian and
Iranian regimes to ascertain whether
Hamas is indeed fleeing Damascus have
been met with denials from the

organization's leadership.
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"Hamas has not made any new decision,
and there has certainly not been a
decision to leave Syria," a member of
Hamas' political bureau, Salah Al-Arouri,
told Haaretz, adding that if a family or two
had left Syria, they had probably done so

for personal reasons.

"The organization's top officials are here
in Damascus; our relations with the state
and Syrian people are excellent," Al-Arouri
said. "We respect all Syrians whomever
they are. We have no intention of

interfering in Syria's internal affairs."

Nevertheless, in recent days, a number of
Hamas officials, particularly among the
leadership in Gaza, have called explicitly
for the organization to distance itself from
Damascus in light of the ongoing violence
and bloodshed in Syria and the severe

harm suffered by the country's civilians.

Haaretz has learned that Hamas has made
a decision to abandon Damascus without
letting the Syrian authorities know. The
decision was made by the organization's
senior leadership in the wake of the harsh
criticism voiced against top Hamas officials
in Gaza and abroad because of their ties

with the Syrian regime.
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This criticism, coupled with the ongoing
violent suppression of the demonstrations
in Syria and the reported killing there of
more than 4,000 people, intensified the
dilemma facing the Hamas leadership - to
continue to stand by its Syrian patron, or
to abandon the Syrian capital and thus
make it clear that Hamas, considered a
part of the Muslim Brotherhood, is

distancing itself from Assad.

The Arab League's decision to suspend
Syria  from  membership of the
organization and impose economic
sanctions on Damascus tipped the scales,
with Hamas finally deciding to covertly
evacuate all its activists from Syria and
leave behind only the organization's
highest-ranking officials so as to preserve
a low profile of activity there. Among the
Hamas officials who are still coming and
going from Damascus are Mousa Abu
Marzouq (Meshal's deputy ), lzzat al-
Rishq, Al-Arouri and Meshal himself.

Meanwhile, Syrian television yesterday
aired pictures from a military exercise
conducted on Saturday in the eastern part
of the country. During the military drill,

Syrian armed forces launched a Scud B
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missile, with a range of some 300
kilometers. The broadcast also included
pictures of the firing of rockets with

ranges of 150-200 kilometers.

It appears the Syrians were looking to
show the international community that
Assad still has the ability to set the Middle
East alight if he so chooses, particularly if
the international community intervenes
militarily.

http://www.haaretz.com/news/middle-

east/iran-threatening-to-cut-hamas-funds-

arms-supply-if-it-flees-syria-1.399612

Cast Lead criminal investigation still
open 3 yrs on

Col. llan Malka allegedly ordered an air-
strike on a building he knew was occupied

by civilians.

Three years after Operation Cast Lead,
one last criminal investigation remains
open against former Givati Brigade
commander Col. Ilan Malka, whose
military career is still engulfed in
controversy and overshadowed by
criminal allegations after the Military
Advocate General’s Office continues to

drag its feet in ruling on the case.
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Malka served as commander of the Givati
Brigade during Operation Cast Lead, which

was launched on December 27, 2008.

Former military advocate general (MAG)
Maj.-Gen. Avichai Mandelblit - who
retired earlier this year — decided to
launch a criminal investigation against
Malka in early 2010 over allegations that
he ordered an airstrike on a building in
Gaza despite allegedly knowing that it was

occupied by civilians.

The bombing under question took place
on January 5, 2009, during the ground
offensive stage of the threeweek
operation. Malka was operating in
northern Gaza and called in an airstrike of
a home in Gaza City’s Zeitoun
neighborhood. The Air Force bombed the
building resulting in the deaths of 21

members of the Samouni family.

The case was highlighted in the Goldstone
Report which investigated alleged Israeli
war crimes during the operation and
Mandelblit decided to launch a Military
Police investigation almost two years ago
to rule out the possibility that Malka
ordered the strike while knowing that

civilians were inside the home.
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Due to the investigation, Malka’s
promotion was put on hold and h e has
served as chief operations officer for the
Central Command since. Other IDF officers
who commanded brigades during the
operation — such as then- Paratrooper’s
Brigade commander Hertzi Halevy and
then-commander of the 401st Armored
Brigade Yigal Slovik — have since been

promoted to the rank of brigadier-general.

The IDF Spokesman’s Office did not
release an official response to inquiries
from The Jerusalem Post about the status

of the investigation against Malka.

Sources said that it was in its “final
stages” and would be completed in the
near future with a decision by

Mandelblit’s replacement Brig.-Gen.

Dani Efroni on whether charges will be

brought against Malka.

Senior field commanders were critical of
the MAG’s office which they said was
“dragging its feet” in concluding the
investigation and enabling Malka to

continue his career in the IDF.
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“Two vyears is a long time for an
investigation,” one senior IDF officer who
is familiar with the case said recently. “If
the MAG plans to press charges then he
should do that now and if not, then Malka
should be cleared of wrongdoing.”

http://www.jpost.com/Defense/Article.as

px?id=248132

Brotherhood addresses the West
after elections success

After a sweeping victory in the first phase
of parliamentary elections last week,
Egypt’s main Islamist movement s
sending letters of assurance to Western
nations declaring their commitment to
democracy and their respect for religious

freedoms.

In his first meeting with foreign officials,

Mohamed Morsy, president of the Muslim
Brotherhood’s Freedom and Justice Party
(FJP), assured James Watt, the British

ambassador to Egypt, that the FIP is
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respectful of democratic values and
religious freedoms. He added that the FIP
feels that such rights must be included in
the new constitution, scheduled to be

drafted by the elected parliament.

“The new constitution must protect the
rights of all Egyptians, irrespective of their
beliefs, race or color,” he told the British

diplomat.

The FJP led the poll in the first phase of
elections last week, gaining 40 percent of
the votes. The ultra-conservative Salafi
Nour Party came in second, with 20

percent.

Broad victories by Islamists in Egypt
followed similar trends in Tunisia and
Morocco, where Islamists swept the polls.
Secular forces in those countries fear that
the success of the Islamists might lead to
restrictions on personal and religious

freedoms.

Watt told Morsy that Britain will deal with
any elected Egyptian government so a
long as it represents the will of the people.
He also praised the first phase of the
elections, calling them “the launch of

democracy in Egypt.”
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Egypt is home to the biggest religious
minority in the Middle East, with Coptic
Christians making up around 10 percent of
the population. Many in the community
are afraid that Islamic forces may seek to

impose rigid Islamic laws in the country.

Essam al-Erian, the deputy head of the
FJP, has confirmed in an interview with
the Associated Press that his party will not

seek to impose Islamic values on Egypt.

"We represent a moderate and fair party,"
Erian said of his Freedom and Justice
Party. "We want to apply the basics of
Sharia law in a fair way that respects
human and personal rights," he said.

http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node

/533446

Israel asks future Egypt rulers to keep
peace deal

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on
Sunday called on Egypt's future rulers to
preserve a peace treaty with Israel after
Islamists took the lead in the Arab

country's first round of elections.

"We hope any future government in Egypt

will recognise the importance of keeping
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the peace treaty with Israel in its own
right and as a basis for regional security
and economic stability," Netanyahu said in
his first public comments on the issue

since the Egyptian vote.

A first-round vote last week set Egypt's
Muslim Brotherhood on course to take the
most seats in the country's first freely
elected parliament in six decades. The
Salafi Nour Party, a more hardline Islamist
group, is in second place, with a liberal

bloc third.

The final outcome of the election will not
be known until other parts of the country
vote in two more rounds, a process that

will not be complete until 11 January.

Israel has voiced concern that Muslim
groups hostile to it could rise to power in
the wake of "Arab Spring" revolutions that
have toppled leaders in Tunisia, Egypt,

Libya and Yemen.

Egypt was the first Arab country to
recognise Israel, signing a peace treaty in
1979 that secured Cairo billions in annual
US aid and an Israeli withdrawal from the

occupied Sinai peninsula.
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Sinai, which is demilitarized under the
peace deal, has in recent years worried
Israel as a gun-running conduit to
Palestinian militants in the neighbouring

Gaza Strip.

Security has frayed there further since
veteran Egyptian president Hosni Mubarak
was overthrown in February, prompting
Israel to speed up construction of a
security fence along its porous border

with Egypt.

In August, eight Israelis were killed by
militants who Israel said crossed into its
territory from Sinai. Five Egyptian security
guards were killed as Israeli soldiers

pursued the gunmen.

Netanyahu said the fence, originally
meant to keep out illegal African migrants,
“today has security importance in light of
growing instability in the Middle East" and
that its construction would be sped up
and completed within a year.

http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node

/533591
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4. AFRICA and EGYPT / AFRIKA ve
MISIR

Miisliiman Kardesler Mahkemeye
Gidiyor

Misir'da  segimlerin  ilk  sonuglarinin
acitklanmasi ile birlikte partiler arasinda

"dis yardim" tartismasi basladi.

Misir'da 30 vyillik Mibarek rejiminin
ardindan yapilan ilk demokratik ve 6zgir
secimlerin ilk asamasinin sonuglarinin
acitklanmasi ile birlikte partiler arasinda

"dis yardim" tartismasi basladi.

Bagimsiz Yovm El Seba Gazetesi'nin
haberine gore, Liberal Parti Lideri Necip
Saviris'in secimlerin ilk asamanin galibi
Musliman Kardesler'in Hirriyet ve Adalet
Partisi ile ikincisi Selefi Nur Partisi
hakkinda ortaya attug "ABD, Suudi
Arabistan ve Katar'dan maddi yardim
ahyorlar" seklindeki iddiay;, Musliiman

Kardesler yargiya taslyacak.
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Gazeteye aciklamalarda bulunan
Misliman Kardesler sozciilerinden Dr.
Mahmud Gazlan, s6z konusu iddialarin
sadece  iftiradan  ibaret  oldugunu
soyleyerek, Saviris'i mahkemeye

vereceklerini agikladi.

Misir'da 30 yilik Mdibarek rejiminin
yikilmasindan sonra vyapilan ilk 06zglr
secimlerde Mdsliman Kardesler'in
kurdurdugu Hdarriyet ve Adalet Partisi
onciligiindeki Demokratik ittifak,
secimlerin ilk asamasinda 9 milyon 734 bin
413 gecerli Oyun 3 milyon 565 bin 92'sini
alarak yuzde 36,6'likk oy orani ile birinci
ctkmis, Selefiler'in Nur Partisi ise yuzde

24.4 alarak ikinci olmustu.

Hristiyan isadami Necip Savirisi'in kurdugu
Liberal Parti liderligindeki Muisir ittifak
secimlerin ilk asamasinda ylzde 13.4 oy
alarak ti¢ilincii siraya yerlesmisti. - KAHIRE

http://www.haberler.com/musluman-

kardesler-mahkemeye-gidiyor-3168993-
haberi/

Tunus-Libya Sinininda Gerginlik
Libya'da Kaddafi rejimini deviren silahli
glclerden bazi kisilerin Tunus ile Libya

arasindaki en biylk sinir kapisi olan Ras
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Cedir'de Tunuslu gimrik gorevlilerine
saldirmasi sonucu iki Glke arasindaki sinir

gecisleri neredeyse durdu.

Sinir  kapisindan  Libyalilarin ~ Tunus'a
gecisine izin verilmedigi, yalnizca Tunus
vatandaslarinin  Ulkelerine  donmesine
imkan tanindigi bildirildi. Sinir kapisinin
Tunus tarafindan dlkesine girmek isteyen

bazi Libyalilara da izin verildigi belirtildi.

Libya'nin baskenti Trablus'a 180 kilometre
uzaklikta bulunan Ras Cedir sinir kapisinda
g glin 6nce meydana gelen olayda, silahli
bir grup Libyali glimrik alanina girerek
Tunuslu gorevlilere saldirmisti. Olayda bir
Tunuslu glimrik gorevlisinin yaralandig
iddia edilmisti. Bu olaydan bir giin sonra
bir baska sinir kapisi olan Dehiba'da da
benzer bir olay yasanmis, sinirin Libya
tarafindaki Tunuslulara saldirilar oldugu

bildirilmisti.

Olayin ardindan sinir kapisindaki Tunuslu
gorevliler gosteri yaparak, bolgede sik sik
bu tir saldirilara maruz kaldiklarini séyledi
ve glvenligin saglanmasini talep etti.
Bunun (zerine, Tunus, Libya'dan sinir
bolgesindeki  silahli  kisilerin  kontrol

alinmasini istedi. Tunuslu vyetkililer, bu
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kisilerin ~ sinirdan 2 kilometre geri

¢ekilmesini istiyor.

Tunus'un bu talebinin yarindan itibaren
uygulanacagi iddia edildi. Sinirda gegislerin
durdurulmasi nedeniyle kilometrelerce
uzunlukta ara¢  kuyruklari  olustugu

belirtiliyor.

Tunus-Libya arasindaki son olay, Libya'da
Kaddafi rejimini deviren silahli gruplarin
kontrol altina alinamamasi sorununu bir
kez daha giindeme getirdi. Ulkedeki silahli
gruplarin kimisi, merkezi kontrol altina
girmek vyerine, kendi baslarina hareket
ediyor. Bu kisiler silahlarini birakip evlerine
doénmeyi reddediyor. - Trablus

http://www.haberler.com/tunus-libya-

sinirinda-gerginlik-3167318-haberi/

Liberals ‘decimated’ in vote, says
EIBaradei, Egypt’s reformist
presidential hopeful

Mohamed ElBaradei said writing a
constitution that respects human rights,
dignity and freedom of expression should
be based on a consensus among all
players, not on a parliamentary majority.
(Al Arabiya)

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

CAIRO
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Egypt's top reformist leader said Sunday
the liberal youth behind the country’s
uprising have been “decimated” in
parliamentary elections dominated by
Islamists and expressed concern about the
rise of hard-line religious elements
advocating extremist ideas such as

banning women from driving.

Mohamed ElBaradei, a Nobel Prize
laureate and possible  presidential
candidate, said he hopes moderate
Islamists will rein in the extremists and
send a reassuring message to the world
that Egypt will not go down an

ultraconservative religious path.

“The youth feel let down. They don't feel
that any of the revolution’s goals have
been achieved,” ElIBaradei told The
Associated Press in an interview on the
same day electoral authorities announced
that Islamist parties captured an
overwhelming majority of votes in the first

round of elections last week. “They got
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decimated,” he said, adding the youth
failed to unify and form “one essential

critical mass.”

The High Election Commission announced
that the Islamic fundamentalist Muslim
Brotherhood’s Freedom and Justice Party
garnered 36.6 percent of the 9.7 million
valid ballots cast last week for party lists.
The Nour Party, representing the more
hard-line Salafi Islamists, captured 24.4

percent.

The tallies offer only a partial indication of
how the new parliament will look. There
are still two more rounds of voting in 18 of
the country’s 27 provinces over the
coming month and runoff elections on
Monday and Tuesday to determine almost
all of the seats allocated for individuals in
the first round. But the grip of the
Islamists over the next parliament appears
set, particularly considering  their
popularity in provinces voting in the next

rounds.

Islamist blocs surprised everyone

ElBaradei said he thought the combined
strength of the two top-placed Islamist
blocs surprised everyone, probably even

the winning parties themselves.
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“The outcome so far is not the greatest
one,” he said, summing up the mood of
the country’s educated elite as well as

average Egyptians as “angst.”

The new parliament will be tasked, in
theory, with selecting a 100-member
panel to draft the new constitution. If
Islamist parties dominate, more liberal
forces worry the constitution will be
greatly influenced by the religious

perspective.

In a move that angered the Islamist
groups, the Supreme Council of the Armed
Forces, which took control of the country
after Mubarak’s fall in February, has
suggested that it will choose 80 of those

members.

EIBaradei said writing the constitution that
respects human rights, dignity and
freedom of expression should be based on
a consensus among all the players, and

not on a parliamentary majority.

“In my view, it is all in the hands of SCAF
right now,” he said, hoping the ruling

generals will help promote the consensus.
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However, EIBaradei was highly critical of
the military rulers, saying they have
“royally mismanaged” the transition

period.

He also raised concerns about statements
by some Salafi elements questioning
whether women should be banned from
driving, as they are in Saudi Arabia, or
branding the novels of Egypt’'s Nobel
laureate Naguib Mahfouz, as
“prostitution.”

“I worry of course that some of the
extreme stuff coming out from some of
the Salafis ... when you hear that
literature of somebody like Mahfouz is
equal to prostitution, if you hear that we
are still debating whether women are
going to drive their cars, if we are still
discussing whether democracy is against

Shariah,” or Islamic law, EIBaradei said.

“These are of course sending shockwaves,
statements like that. | think the
Brotherhood in particular, and some of
the Salafis, should send quickly messages
of assurance both inside the country and
outside the country to make sure that
society continues to be cohesive to make

sure that investment will come in.”
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He said the statements “will have
tremendous economic and political
implications.” Moderate Islamists need to
“make clear that some of these voices ...
are on the extreme fringes and they will

not be the mainstream.”

Safeguarding religious principles

The focus on safeguarding religious
principles should be mindful of rampant
poverty and illiteracy, not “about what
people are going to dress, to drink,” he

said.

Salafis are newcomers on Egypt’s political
scene. They long shunned the concept of
democracy, saying it allows man's law to
override God’s. But they formed parties
and entered politics after Hosni Mubarak's
ouster in February, seeking to enshrine

Islamic law in Egypt’s new constitution.

By contrast, the Muslim Brotherhood,
Egypt’s largest and best organized political
group, was officially banned under
Mubarak but established a nationwide
network of activists. After Mubarak’s fall,
the group's Freedom and Justice Party
campaigned fiercely, their organization

and name-recognition giving them a big

WWW.ORSAM.ORG.TR

Mithat Pasa Caddesi 46/4 Kizilay-Ankara TURKEY
Tel: +90(312)4302609 Fax: +90(312)4303948 orsam@orsam.org.ir

Sayfa 31



ORTADOGU STRATEJIK ARASTIRMALAR MERKEZI
CENTER FOR MIDDLE EASTERN STRATEGIC STUDIES
BTl AR Sl 3 sl (SR e

advantage over newly formed liberal

parties.

ElBaradei said the Muslim Brotherhood’s
strong showing was not unexpected, given
that Egypt is emerging from decades of
brutal dictatorship that smothered civil
society. He said one in every three
Egyptians is illiterate and nearly half

subsist in deep poverty.

“It should not be a surprise people are
voting with their gut. People lost their
sense of identity with the state. They

identify with religion,” EIBaradei said.

He said the Brotherhood has been
working for many years providing basic
needs for health care and other social
services the government failed to deliver
and they were well known throughout the

country.

In contrast, the liberal youth groups
behind the uprising failed to form a
cohesive, unified front. He said they only

formed political parties two months ago.

He predicted the Muslim Brotherhood will
prefer to form an alliance with the liberals

rather than the Salafis to get a majority in
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parliament. The liberal Egyptian Bloc -
which came in third with 13.4 percent of
the votes - could counterbalance hard-line

elements.

Free and fair elections

Nevertheless, ElBaradei agreed the first
elections since Mubarak’s fall were free
and fair and said the massive turnout of

about 60 percent lent it legitimacy.

However, he said it will not produce a
parliament that represents Egyptian
society. ElBaradei said he expects few
women, youths or Coptic Christians, a
minority that constitutes about 10 percent

of Egypt’s 85 million citizens.

The rise of the Islamists has also caused
concern in the U.S. and Israel, which has a
long-standing peace treaty with Egypt it
fears might be in jeopardy. But ElBaradei
said he does not foresee any radical
changes in Egypt’s foreign policy because
the country still depends heavily on
foreign assistance and cannot afford to
isolate itself. Egypt is one of the largest

recipients of U.S. foreign aid.

He said Egyptians are looking more to

Turkey as a model for a moderate Islamist
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state rather than Saudi Arabia and its

strict imposition of Islamic law.

ElBaradei said Egypt has progressed since
the revolution but the economy and law

and order have deteriorated sharply.

“We are now a freer country,” he said.
“People lost their sense of fear. ...\We are

empowered as a people.”

He said he is advising the liberal youth
groups not to give up and to view this as a
“long haul" process and to start preparing
for the next elections, overcome their

ideological differences and work together.

“We’ll have to keep fighting,” he said,
adding that ‘the revolution is still a work in

progress.”

He predicted protesters will return to
Cairo’s Tahrir Square to keep pressing

their demands.

“If you have the second wave of the
revolution, it will be an angry one,” he
said.

http://english.alarabiya.net/articles/2011/

12/05/180880.htmI?PHPSESSID=kvdailegt
gatp7rhd70d5b8md7
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Islamists seek to extend gains in Egypt
run-off vote; 2nd phase to kick off
Dec. 14

Islamists picked up at least 65 percent of
votes, with the more moderate Freedom
and Justice Party in first place with 36.6
percent and the hardline Salafist al-Nur
party in second with 24.4 percent.
(Reuters)

By AL ARABIYA WITH AGENCIES
DUBAI/CAIRO

Islamist candidates in Egypt looked

Monday to extend their crushing victory in
the country’s first parliamentary elections
since the toppling of Hosni Mubarak as

voters turn out for run-off polls.

Last week, residents in a third of districts
including Cairo and second-city Alexandria
cast ballots at the start of the multi-stage
polls, choosing a party and two candidates
for a new 498-seat lower house of

parliament.
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In the party returns, Islamists picked up at
least 65 percent of votes, with the more
moderate Freedom and Justice Party (FJP)
in first place with 36.6 percent and the
hardline Salafist al-Nur party in second

with 24.4 percent.

“We welcome the Egyptian people’s
choice,” FJP spokesman Ahmed Sobea told
AFP on Sunday after the publication of
results. “Egypt now needs all parties to
cooperate together to get it out of its

crisis.”

The surge in Salafist groups, which
advocate a fundamentalist interpretation
of Islam dominant in Saudi Arabia, was a
surprise  and raised fears among
increasingly marginalized liberals about

civil liberties and religious freedom.

In the individual contests, all but four of
the 56 seats up for grabs went into a run-
off vote being held on Monday because no
candidate succeeded in winning an

outright majority.

Out of the 52 run-off contests taking
place, the Muslim Brotherhood’s FJP said
it had a candidate in 45 of them, while al-

Nur has 26, meaning they are almost
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certain to increase their representation in

the new assembly.

Sunday also brought news of the first
violence since voting began when the
driver of a liberal candidate died in a
gunfight with supporters of the moderate
al-Wasat party in the northern Manufia

province, local reports said.

Brotherhood’s FJP widely forecast to

triumph

A sealed ballot box is seen after voting
ended at a polling station during the
second day of parliamentary elections in
Cairo. (Reuters)

The build up to the election had been
ominous, with 42 people killed and more
than 3,000 injured in violent protests
against the interim military regime that is
overseeing the country's transition to

democracy.

The Brotherhood’s FIP had been widely
forecast to triumph in the first free

election in decades.

It is the country’s most organized political
group despite being officially banned for

decades and is well known for its charity
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work and opposition to Mubarak’s 30-year

regime.

Leaders were at pains to stress during
campaigning that they were committed to
multi-party democracy, inclusiveness and
civil liberties, while also advocating the

application of sharia (Islamic law).

Opponents accuse the Brotherhood’s slick
campaign machine of flouting a ban on
canvassing near polling stations and say it
handed out food and medicine to secure
votes, but monitors said polling seemed

fair overall.

“You cannot have democracy and then
amend or reject the results,” Amr Moussa,
a front-runner for Egypt’s presidency, told
Reuters, adding that the shape of
parliament would not be clear until the

voting was over.

But the newcomer Salafist parties formed
after Mubarak’s fall trailed them only
slightly in the city of Alexandria and won a
majority in northern Kafr al-Sheikh and

Damietta provinces.

Followers of the hardline strain of Islam

advocate a stricter segregation of the
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sexes, the full veiling of women and a ban

on alcohol.

Parliamentary candidate Abdul-Moneim
al-Shahat last week raised hackles when
he accused the Ilate Egyptian writer
Naguib Mahfouz, a Nobel prize winner, of
“inciting promiscuity, prostitution and

atheism.”

“Since forming our party, it has been the
party that worked most on the ground and
brought up issues such as education and
the economy,” al-Nur’s head Emad Eddin

Abdul Ghaffour told AFP on Sunday.

Few bright spots for liberals

There were few bright spots for the liberal
secular movement which played a key role
in the 18-day uprising that led Mubarak to
stand down and hand power to a council

of army leaders.

The main liberal coalition, the Egyptian
Bloc, won just 1.29 million out of 9.73

million votes cast, or 13.4 percent.

Mohammed Hamed, a candidate with the
liberal Free Egyptians party, warned that

the Islamists would face widespread
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resistance if they enforced a strict

interpretation of Islam.

“All  the people will turn into the
opposition. Most Muslims are not

extremist,” he told AFP.

The results in Egypt fit a pattern
established in Tunisia and Morocco where
Islamists have also gained in elections as
they benefit from the new freedoms
brought by the pro-democracy

movements of the Arab Spring.

The result has unnerved Israel, concerned
about the fate of its 1979 peace treaty
with Egypt. Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu called on Egypt’s future rulers

to preserve the deal.

“We hope any future government in Egypt
will recognize the importance of keeping
the peace treaty with Israel in its own
right and as a basis for regional security
and economic stability,” Netanyahu said

on Sunday.

The fate of the peace deal between Egypt
and Israel is a concern for its sponsor, the

United States, which has backed it with
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billions of dollars in military aid for both

countries.

“We are worried,” Israel’s Finance
Minister Yuval Steinitz said on Sunday,
adding that he hoped Egypt “won’t
become an extremist Islamist state
because that would put the whole region

in danger.”

Voting last Monday and Tuesday was only
the opening phase of an election that will
see the remaining two-thirds of districts
go to the polls later this month and in
January. Final results are due Jan. 13.

http://english.alarabiya.net/articles/2011/

12/05/180872.htmI?PHPSESSID=kvdailegt

gatp7rhd70d5b8md7

JORDAN and LEBANON / URDUN

Lebanon's Arabic press digest - Nov.5,
2011

Following are summaries of some of the
main stories in a selection of Lebanese
newspapers Monday. The Daily Star
cannot vouch for the accuracy of these

reports.

An-Nahar
Efforts to wrap up scandalous dispute

over the Zahrani [power] plant

WWW.ORSAM.ORG.TR

Mithat Pasa Caddesi 46/4 Kizilay-Ankara TURKEY
Tel: +90(312)4302609 Fax: +90(312)4303948 orsam@orsam.org.ir

Sayfa 36


http://english.alarabiya.net/articles/2011/12/05/180872.html?PHPSESSID=kvdai1egtqatp7rhd70d5b8md7
http://english.alarabiya.net/articles/2011/12/05/180872.html?PHPSESSID=kvdai1egtqatp7rhd70d5b8md7
http://english.alarabiya.net/articles/2011/12/05/180872.html?PHPSESSID=kvdai1egtqatp7rhd70d5b8md7

ORSAM

ORTADOGU STRATEJIK ARASTIRMALAR MERKEZI
CENTER FOR MIDDLE EASTERN STRATEGIC STUDIES
BTl AR Sl 3 sl (SR e

Government before test of regaining

normality

What is the truth behind the
unprecedented “scandalous electricity”
issue that plunged much of Lebanon into
darkness Friday, when the Zahrani power
plant was disconnected from the

Electricite Du Liban grid?

The issue was scandalous due to the
circumstances surrounding the incident
both in terms of the official and political
“blackout” with as yet no word from the
relevant minister as well as failure to take
legal measures of the assault that targeted

and crippled a public institution.

Based on information made available to
An-Nahar, it appears that efforts are
under way to wrap up the dispute and

prevent its repercussions.

As-Safir
Government to resume work, pending
[talks with] Aoun and [administrative]

appointments

While the Zahrani power plant was back

to producing electricity after its
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“liberation” from the bickering among
allies of the same ranks, the active
resumption of work by the government
still awaits the outcome of talks that will
take place with Gen. Michel Aoun in these

two days.

Meanwhile, a Cabinet meeting scheduled
for Wednesday at Baabda Palace is still
scheduled to take place with sources
saying the session will proceed regardless
of whether ministers from Aoun’s Free

Patriotic Movement attend or not.

Representatives from the Marada
Movement and Tashnaq are considering

participating.

Prominent sources in the FPM told As-
Safir that, based on the outcome of talks
that continued well into the night Sunday,
Aoun’s ministers would not attend

Wednesday's session.

However, they said their stance did not
apply to all their allies, pointing out that
the quality of the items on the agenda did
not encourage a return to government

sessions.
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Separately, Parliament Speaker Nabih
Berri, Prime Minister Najib Mikati and
Energy Minister Jibran Bassil succeeded in
resuming operations at the Zahrani power
plant. The deal calls for providing a
transformer that meets the needs of the

region.

Al-Mustagbal
Abdel-Latif Zein holds energy minister

responsible

Zahrani square: What mystery ... what

deal?

A third day went by without electricity in
most regions of Lebanon, in an
unprecedented ordeal since the 2006
[Israeli] aggression which raised many
questions and a lot of uncertainty over
what happened and is happening at the
“Zahrani square,” which is off-limits to EDL

technical teams.

Amid this all, there was a blatant absence
of any position or measure by Energy

Minister Jibran Bassil.

With the lack of any official explanation as
to what happened at the Zahrani power

I/I

plant, except talk about “politica
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solutions or solutions still under the works
as a result of negotiations between Berri
and Mikati, important questions were
unleashed, most notably: Is there another

“Tarshish” [network]?

[In  October, residents of Tarshish
prevented engineers from allegedly
carrying out work on a
telecommunications network belonging to

Hezbollah].

Meanwhile, a member in Parliament
Speaker Nabih Berri’s Liberation and
Development bloc, MP Abdel Latif Zein,
held EDL and Bassil responsible for “the
suffering inflicted on the people of the

south as a result of power outages.”

Al-Liwaa
Cabinet faces appointments, wages and

fuel

Nahhas: FPM ministers’ decision on

participation [in Cabinet] not finalized yet

Sources told Al-Liwaa that in the event a
Cabinet  session did take place
Wednesday, a new item may be added to

the agenda: calls for lowering the price of
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diesel, a measure often taken by

governments around this time of year.

The sources pointed out that one of the
main topics on the agenda was the issue
of wages and filling vacancies at the

Tourism Ministry.

Labor Minister Charbel Nahhas told Al-
Liwaa overnight that the FPM ministers’
decision to participate in Wednesday’s

session was not yet finalized.

However, ministerial sources confirmed
that the Cabinet meeting would take place

as per schedule.

A ministerial source, on the other hand,

denied Cabinet would tackle

administrative appointments but he
expected the government to approve a
law to amend pay wages and another to
fill vacant tourism police posts.

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Politic

s/2011/Dec-05/156048-lebanons-arabic-

press-digest---nov5-

2011.ashx#taxzz1felKQzXU
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6. SYRIA / SURIYE

Suriye’de istihbaratgilar da saf
degistirdi

Suriye'de, askerlerin ardindan simdi de
istihbaratcilarin saf degistirerek

muhaliflerin tarafina gectigi bildirildi.

7 = —~
N s

Suriye’de yonetim karsitlari Tirkiye siniri

yakinindaki idlib'te en az 12 istihbaratginin
muhaliflerin safina gegctigini duyurdu.
iddialara goére istihbaratgilar, hava

kuvvetleri istihbarat karargahindan

kacmalarindan sonra bolgede silahl
¢catisma c¢ikti. Catismada, istihbaratcilarla
yonetim yanlisi givenlik glglerinden 10

kisi &1d.

GENELLIKLE SUNNILER SAF DEGISTIRIYOR
Bunun, ordunun ardindan istihbarattan
muhalefet saflarina ilk gecis oldugu
belirtiliyor. Saf degistirenlerin ¢ogunlukla

Sinniler olduguna da isaret ediliyor.

http://www.ntvmsnbc.com/id/25302799/
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Esad igin kritik giin
Arap Birligi, Sam yonetiminin Ulkedeki
siddeti sona erdirmesi icin pazar glinlini

son glin ilan etti.

Arap Birligi Disisleri Bakanlari Katar'in
baskenti Doha'da bir araya geldi.

Aciklamayl yapan Katar Disisleri Bakani
Seyh Hamid, Suriye've tanidiklari sabrin

sonuna geldiklerini belirtti.

Bakanlar, yeni yaptirim karari da aldi. Buna
gore Esad yonetiminde yer alan 19
yetkilinin yurtdisindaki hesaplari
donduruldu. Bu isimlere Arap Birligi

Ulkelerine seyahat yasagi da getirildi.

Arap Birligi Disisleri Bakanlari Suriye'ye
yapilan ucguslarin yari yariya azaltilmasini
da kararlastirdi.

http://www.ntvmsnbc.com/id/25302719/
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Bessar Esad iPhone'u yasakladi

Arap Bahari'yla birlikte siddetin pencesine
diisen Suriye'de muhaliflerin olaylarla ilgili

gorinti  cekmelerini  engellemek icin

iPhone yasaklandi.

Rejim karsitlari, Suriye ordusunun halka
karsi  kullandigi siddeti iPhone cep
telefonlariyla gorintiledikten sonra, bunu
YouTube ve Facebook gibi sosyal paylasim
yayinlayarak

aglarinda diinyaya

ulastiriyordu.

Esad rejimi, mubhaliflerin bu yondeki
eylemlerinin 6nline gec¢cmek icin basta
iPhone olmak uzere Apple sirketinin tiim
Urlnlerine yasak getirdi. Yasak ¢ergevesine
diger akillh telefonlarin ise alinmadigi

belirtildi.

Libnan'da yayin yapan haber sitesi "El
Nashara", muhaliflerin siddet olaylarinda
goriintli almasini engellemek icin Suriyeli
yetkililerin iPhone'u yasakladigini yazdi.

Libnan'in baskenti Beyrut'ta bulunan
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Suriyeli muhalifler de Esad'in iPhone'u

yasakladigini dogruladi.

YASAK GUMRUK BiRIMLERINE BILDIRILDI
iPhone vyasagiyla ilgili belgenin Suriye
Maliye  Bakanligi'na bagh  glimrik
midirliklerine  gonderildigi  belirtildi.
Bakanligin yazisinda, "Yetkililer Suriye'de
iPhone kullanimi konusunda uyari yapiyor"
denildi.
http://www.ntvmsnbc.com/id/25302494/

Hiikiimetin Kararlar Tirkiye'ye Cevap
Teskil Ediyor

SAM — Bakanlar Kurulu bugiin Basbakan
Adil Sefer baskanliginda dizenledigi
istisnai oturumunda; Turkiye hikiimetinin
son olarak Suriye’ye uyguladigi yaptirimlar
Isiginda Suriye-Turkiye iliskilerini masaya

yatird.

Oturumda; ulusal gikarlar 1s1ginda bil misil
teamil ilkesine dayanarak bakanlar kurulu

asagidaki maddeleri karara bagladi:

1- Suriye ve Tirkiye arasinda serbest
ticaret bolgesinin  kurulmasini  6ngbren
ortaklik anlasmasi ve bu anlasma
cercevesinde mevut tim karar, talimat ve
uygulamalarin dondurulmasi. Tirkiye'den

ithal edilen mallarin uygulanmakta olan
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dis ticaret yasasi kapsamina alinarak

glmrik harglari tarifesinin uygulanmasi.

2- Gelismekte olan kdylerin imarini
destekleme projesi hesabina olarak
Turkiye’den Suriye’ye ithal edilen bitin
Tirk mal Grlnler igin Grln fiyatinin %30’u

degerinde glimrik harci alinmasi.

3-Suriye’den Turkiye'ye giden Tirkiye
plakal araglara mazotun litresi 80 liradan
satilmasiyla birlikte daha 6nce belirlenen
limitler uyarinca; tir araglarina 600 litre,
kamyonlara 550 litre, otobuslere 400 litre
minibislere 200 ve otomobillere 50

litre’den fazla mazot satilmamasi.

4- Suriye’den gecis yapacak bos ve dolu
Tirkiye plakali kamyonlarin agirliginin
gidecegi yol mesafesiyle ¢arpilarak
%2’sinin gimrik harci olarak 6demesi ve

bu meblagin Euro olarak 6denmesi.

Bakanlar Kurulu Genel Sekreteri Teysir el-
Zoubi toplantidan sonra gazetecilere
yaptigi aciklamada hiikimetin bugin
kararlastirdigi icraatlarin  Tirkiye’'nin
Suriye’ye ekonomik yaptirim uygulamakla
ilgili aldig1 icraatlara bir cevap teskil

ettigini belirtti.
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Turkiye'nin bu cercevede aldigi icraatlarin
Suriye halkinin gikarlarina zarar verdigine
dikkat ¢ceken Zoubi; Suriye’nin de bil misil
teamdul ilkesine dayanarak bu icraatlar

uygulayacagini beyan etti.

Turkiye hikimetinin iki tlke arasindaki
ylksek dizeyli stratejik isbirligi
mekanizmasiyla ilgili calismalari askiya
aldigini aktaran Zoubi; ayrica iki (lke
arasinda imzalanan ve uygulanmak Uzere
onaylanan anlasmalarla ilgili olusturulan
ortak komitelerin calismalarini da askiya
alan Tiarkiye hikimetinin Suriye Merkez
Bankasi ile iligkilerini ve Suriye Ticaret
Bankasi ile muamelelerini dondurdugunu
dile getirdi.

http://sana.sy/tur/236/2011/12/04/38595

4.htm

ALBA Ulkeleri Provokator Medyayi
Kinadi

HAVANA — ALBA Ulkeleri Grubu; Suriye'nin
tutumlari nedeniyle maruz kaldigi medya
politikasini protesto ederek; tim bu
medya savasiyla ABD ve batili Ulkelerin
Suriye'nin  icislerine miidahale etme
bahanesi yaratmak istediklerini, ALBA
Ulkeleri  Grubunun da boyle bir
mudahaleye kesinlikle karsi oldugunun

altini gizdi.
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insan Haklari Konseyinin Cenevre’de
Suriye'ye iliskin dizenledigi oturumda
konusma vyapan ALBA Ulkeleri Grubu
temsilcisi ve Ekvator heyeti bagkani;
dayatma, baski ve yaptirrm politikasinin
Suriye'de krizin ¢oziimine hi¢ bir katki
saglamadigini ve tam aksine ¢ikmaza
surikledigini ifade etti. Ayni zamanda
ALBA Ulkeleri Grubunun tamamiyla ve
mutlak bir sekilde Suriye'nin igislerine her
tlrlh yabanci midahaleye karsi oldugunu

vurguladi.

Bu arada gecen Ekim ayinda Suriye'yi
ziyaret eden ALBA lkeleri heyeti;
Ulkelerinin her zaman ve her konuda
Suriye'nin yaninda duracaklarini
belirterek, uluslararasi  platformlarda
Suriye'ye destek olacaklarini ifade etmisti.
Heyet Uyeleri ziyaretlerinde ayrica; medya
kanallarinin Suriye'deki durumlara iliskin
yaptigl dezenformasyon ile gercgekler

arasinda biyik bir fark gordiiklerinin altin

cizmislerdi.

ALBA Ulkeleri Grubu Veneziella, Kiiba,
Bolivya, Ekvator ve Nikaragua’nin yani sira
Karayip Ulkelerinden Dominik, Saint
Vincent ve Antigua ve Ahlgrenadeniz

Barbod (lkelerini iceriyor.
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7.htm

ARABIAN PENINSULA AND THE

GULF OF BASRA / ARAP
YARIMADASI VE BASRA KORFEZi

iran'a karsi 'bunker buster'li savunma

iran'a yonelik baskiyi artiran ABD, iran ile
siniri bulunan Birlesik Arap Emirlikleri'ne
(BAE) yeralti siginaklarini havaya uguracak
gicte 600 bomba satmaya hazirlaniyor.
900 kilogram agirhgindaki bombalar,
patlamadan o6nce vyeri delerek hedefe

ulasiyor.

ABD Baskani Barack Obama yoOnetimi,
BAE'ye "bolgesel tehditleri caydirmak
amaciyla" aralarinda 'bunker buster"
olarak adlandirilan tipte bombalarin da
bulundugu mihimmat satma teklifini ABD

Kongresine sundu.

ABD Savunma Bakanligi'ndan 6nceki giin

yapilan agiklamada, BAE'ye satilmasi
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disunilen 304 milyon dolarhk askeri
mihimmat, ugaktan atilan bombalari
kullandigi GPS sistemiyle, 24,135
kilometre menzildeki hedefleri vurabilecek
gidimli  bombalar  haline  getiren
Amerikan Boeing sirketi Uretimi 4900
kuyruk aparati, 4300 ‘'genel amacgh"
bombanin yani sira BLU-109 'Hard Target
Penetrator' (Siddetli Hedef Delicisi) adl
"bunker buster" tipi glicli bombalardan

olusuyor.

ONCE YERI DELIYOR SONRA PATLIYOR

Kullandigi  gecikmeli  flnyeli  sistemi
sayesinde patlamadan oOnce hedefin
bulundugu vyere delerek giren 900
kilogram agirligindaki bu bombalar,
Ozellikle vyeraltina gomili  durumdaki
disman komuta vyerleri, mihimmat
depolari ve diger tahkim edilmis hedefleri

yok etmede kullaniliyor.

ABD Savunma Bakanligi Giivenlik isbirligi
Ajansi'nin  ABD Kongresi'ne  sundugu
yazida, vyapilan anlasmanin  BAE'nin
"bolgedeki  glincel ve  gelecekteki
tehditleri" karsilama yetenegini artirmak
ve saldirganliga karsi caydirici olma

amacini tasidigi belirtiliyordu.

IRAN'IN NUKLEER TESISLERi YERALTINDA
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Ancak gozlemciler, ABD'nin nukleer silah
gelistirmekle sucladigi iran'in tim (lkeye
yayilmis durumdaki niikleer tesislerinin yer
altindaki tahkim edilmis siginaklarda

bulunduguna dikkati ¢ekiyor.

ABD'Li GENERALIN iSRAIL ENDISESI

Reuters haber ajansina 06nceki giin
konusan ABD Genelkurmay Baskani
Orgeneral Martin Dempsey, israil'in iran'a
yonelik  bir askeri saldirt  baslamasi
konusunda  yaptigi  degerlendirmede,
israil'in iran'a yonelik bir askeri saldiri
baslatmaya karar vermesi durumunda
kendilerine Onceden bilgi verip

vermeyecegini bilmedigini ifade etmisti.

Yaptigi  acgiklamada, yaptirmlar ve
diplomatik baskinin iran'a yonelik takip
edilecek dogru yol oldugunu belirten
Dempsey, basvurulacak en son yontem
olmakla beraber askeri harekati da goz
ardi etmediklerini soylemisti.

http://www.ntvmsnbc.com/id/25302378/

Suriye'den Tiirkiye'nin yaptirimlarina
yanit

Turkiye ile serbest ticaret anlasmasi

kapsamindaki tim ¢alismalar askiya alindi.
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Disisleri Bakani Davutoglu diin, 9 maddelik

bir yaptirim listesi agiklamisti.

SAM - Suriye hikimetinin Tirkiye ile
serbest ticaret anlasmasi kapsamindaki

tim calismalari askiya aldigi bildirildi.

Suriye resmi haber ajansi Sana, Suriye
hikiimeti yetkililerine dayanarak,
Tirkiye'nin agikladig yaptirm kararlarina
cevaben, Suriye hikimetinin iki Glke
arasindaki  serbest ticaret anlasmasi
kapsamindaki tim c¢ahsmalar askiya

aldigini duyurdu.

Ajans, Suriye hiikiimetinin yaptinmlara
karsilik, Turkiye ile ilgili baska kararlari da
degerlendirdigini belirtti.

http://www.ntvmsnbc.com/id/25302163/

Syria ignores Arab League deadline
Deaths reported as new Arab League
deadline for Syria to let observers in or

face further sanctions expires.

WWW.ORSAM.ORG.TR

Mithat Pasa Caddesi 46/4 Kizilay-Ankara TURKEY
Tel: +90(312)4302609 Fax: +90(312)4303948 orsam@orsam.org.ir

Sayfa 44


http://www.ntvmsnbc.com/id/25302378/
http://www.ntvmsnbc.com/id/25302163/

D C A (‘? A
( ) E‘f E\\ J/L‘%,i AVA

\_/ ) Vi

ORTADOGU STRATEJIK ARASTIRMALAR MERKEZI
CENTER FOR MIDDLE EASTERN STRATEGIC STUDIES
S RO S0l S Sae ) Bk S8

Thirty-six people have been killed by
security forces in Syria, activists say, as the
deadline expired for the government to
agree on a new Arab League plan to allow
observers in to monitor the country's

unrest or face further sanctions.

Syria signalled on Sunday that it might still
be willing to comply with the Arab
League's plan but was negotiating some

details.

"Messages are being exchanged between
Syria and the Arab League to reach a
certain vision that would facilitate the
mission of observers in Syria, while
preserving Syrian interests and
sovereignty," Foreign Ministry spokesman

Jihad Makdissi said in Damascus.

Asked later in the day whether any
decision had been made, he said: "If there
are good intentions, the road is open
toward signing an agreement." A more
detailed response would be made on

Monday, he said.

AFP news agency quoted a senior Qatari
official as saying Damascus had asked for

new clarifications and further
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amendments to be made to the protocol
which was proposed" to cover the

deployment of the observer mission.

But the Arab ministers had "refused".

The Qatari official said, however, that if
Syrian officials "still want to sign; they can

come tomorrow to Cairo."

Syria's failure to meet an earlier deadline
on November 25 to allow observers saw
the imposition of a raft of measures aimed
at halting the authorities' violent
crackdown on dissent. Measures including
a ban on dealings with the country's
central bank and a freeze of Syrian
government assets have already been

imposed.

Arab ministers have continued to meet to
work out enforcement of the existing

sanctions package.

Turkey also imposed sanctions on Syria
last week, including a freeze on
government assets and suspension of all

financial dealings with Syria.

The state-run SANA news agency reported

on Sunday that the Syrian government
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had decided to retaliate by suspending a
free trade agreement which allows Turkish
imports into Syria tax-free and by
introducing a 30 per cent tariff on all

Turkish goods.
Jordan 'seeks exception'

Meanwhile, Al Jazeera's Nisreen El-
Shamayleh, reporting from neighbouring
Jordan, said she was hearing that the
Jordanian government was asking the
Arab League to be excluded from
imposing sanctions because of the

economic losses involved.

"Jordan is concerned about stopping
flights between Damascus and Amman
and about a high volume of trade between
the two countries, amounting to $400

million per year", she said.

“"Nonetheless, Jordan says that as a
government it supports the Arab
consensus on punitive measures but it
does not want to cut its bilateral economic

ties."

Irag and Lebanon have already said they
will not impose sanctions on their

neighbour.

STRATEJIK BILGI YONETIMI
OZGUR DUSUNCE URETIMI

STRATEGIC INFORMATION MANAGEMENT
AND INDEPENDENT THOUGHT PRODUCTION

US Assistant Secretary of State Jeffrey
Feltman said monitors were needed to
keep a check on the forces of Syrian

President Bashar al-Assad.

"We believe that in full light of monitors
and media, the security services reporting
to Assad and his clique would not be able
to operate the way they are operating

now," he said in Jordan.

Allowing in monitors would be a "peaceful
way of trying to stop this sustained cycle
of violence that Assad seems committed

to turning Syria into," Feltman said.

He accused Assad of forcing his minority
Alawite sect, which has a tight grip on the
country's military and security apparatus,
into a bloody conflict with the country's

majority Sunnis.

"Bashar al-Assad is the one who is
deepening the sectarian hatred. He seems
to be intent on fulfilling his own prophecy
that Syria is going to move into chaos and

civil war,"

Feltman said Washington has been in

touch with Syrian Christians to prod them
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"not to stand on the side of the attacker,"

but declined to elaborate.

Many among Syria's Christian and other
minorities have sided with Assad, fearing
they would be targeted if the Sunni

majority takes over.

Authorities blame Sunni "extremists" and
a foreign-backed conspiracy for the
violence and the killing of more than 1,100

soldiers and police.
'Systematic violations'

Meanwhile, activists say November was
the bloodiest month since the uprising
started in March, with more than 700

civilians killed.

A majority of Sunday's deaths were
reported in Homs province, which has
become a focal point of the country's

unrest.

The United Nations' top human rights
forum on Friday condemned Syria for
"gross and systematic" violations by
security forces, including executions and

the imprisonment of about 14,000 people.
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Syria dismissed the UN vote as "unjust"
and "prepared in advance by parties
hostile to Syria" in a foreign ministry

statement carried by SANA.

More than 4,000 people have died since
protests broke out in March, according to
the United Nations, which says the
violence in Syria is taking the shape of a

civil war.

Most foreign media have been banned
from Syria, making it difficult to verify
reports.

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middlee

ast/2011/12/2011123201853379572.html

Yemen unity cabinet being formed
Gulf-brokered government set to be
named, despite ongoing protests in Taiz,

say EU diplomat and Yemeni official.

Michele Cervone d'Urso, the EU's
ambassador to Yemen, says new

government 'days' away [AFP]
Yemen's prime minister-designate,

Mohammed Basindawa, is expected to

announce a national unity government
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within two days, a European diplomat and

a Yemeni official said on Sunday.

The government "will be formed within
the next couple of days, and if they do it
today it is even better," Michele Cervone
d'Urso, the EU's ambassador to Yemen,

said.

Yemen's outgoing deputy information
minister, Abdo al-Janadi, said on Sunday:
"According to my information, the

government should be announced today."

Half of the government must be
opposition members  while regime
loyalists make up the other half, based on
a Gulf-brokered and UN-backed power
transfer plan which President Ali Abdullah

Saleh signed on November 23.

Cervone said that a military commission,
which under the agreement is to oversee
a restructuring of the security services and
the withdrawal of gunmen from the
streets, would also be formed "with the

next couple of days."

The opposition warned on Saturday that it
will not go ahead with forming a unity

government until the military commission
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is formed and fighting stopped in Taiz
where 31 people were killed in clashes
between the army and dissident

tribespeople.

State media reported later the same day
that a ceasefire had come into effect after
a call by Vice President Abdrabuh Mansur
Hadi for an end to the fighting which
broke out on Thursday and for a pullout of

troops and other fighters.

Saleh signed the Gulf-brokered deal last
month in Riyadh under which his powers
were passed on to his deputy, although he
remains  honorary  president  until
February.

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middlee

ast/2011/12/2011124143710652439.html

Bomb explodes near UK embassy in
Bahrain

There were no casualties in the blast early
on Sunday, say Bahraini and British

officials.
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A bomb placed under a vehicle exploded
near the British embassy in Bahrain's
capital Manama but caused no casualties,
according to the Gulf Arab state's interior

ministry and embassy officials.

"Given the strength of the explosion and
the debris it scattered, it was a highly
explosive substance that was used," a
ministry spokesperson said in comments
on Twitter posted live from a news

conference.

"The explosion was the result of a package
placed under the front tyre," he said,
adding there were no casualties. He
described the vehicle as a minibus parked
some 50m from the embassy compound

early on Sunday.

Bahrain has been tense since pro-
democracy protests erupted in February
following revolts in Egypt and Tunisia. The

government imposed martial law for
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nearly three months and ordered mass

detentions and trials to crush the protests.

The government, dominated by the Sunni
Muslim al-Khalifa family, said the protests,
led by majority Shia, had sectarian

motives.

"We are working with the Interior Ministry
and we have requested a temporary
increase in security," a spokesperson at
the British embassy said, adding the blast

took place between 1 and 2am.

"There were no casualties or damage to
the embassy. We cannot identify yet the
cause or the responsibility."

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middlee

ast/2011/12/201112413138198558.html

AFGHANISTAN - PAKISTAN /

AFGANISTAN - PAKISTAN

Karzai accuses Pakistan of stalling
talks with Taliban

KABUL, (AFP) — Afghan President Hamid
Karzai has accused Pakistan, which is
boycotting an international conference on
Afghanistan starting Monday in Bonn, of
undermining all negotiations with the

Taliban.
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"Up until now, they have sadly refused to
back efforts for negotiations with the
Taliban," Karzai told Der Spiegel weekly in
comments reported in German and due to

be published on Monday.

The Bonn meeting will seek to chart a
course for Afghanistan after the NATO
withdrawal in 2014, but a boycott by
Pakistan has dealt a blow to already fragile

hopes for a roadmap.

Pakistan is seen as vital to any prospect of
stability in the war-ravaged country a
decade after US-led forces ousted the
Taliban, who had offered safe haven to Al-

Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden.

But Islamabad pulled out after 24
Pakistani soldiers were killed in cross-
border NATO air strikes a week ago,
although sources close to the German
foreign ministry said it would be kept

informed of progress at the conference.

The United States has voiced regret over
the strikes but has stopped short of
issuing an apology while the American

military conducts an investigation.
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Islamabad has so far refused to take part
in the probe, exacerbating fears of a
prolonged crisis between Pakistan and the

United States.

Pakistan, reacting to fury from its people
over the attack, shut down NATO's vital
supply line into Afghanistan and

boycotted the Bonn conference.

US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton on
Saturday called Pakistan's prime minister

to offer condolences over the strike.

In the call with Yousuf Raza Gilani, Clinton
"reiterated = America's  respect for
Pakistan's sovereignty and commitment to
working together in pursuit of shared
objectives on the basis of mutual interest
and  mutual respect,” the State

Department said.

A statement from Gilani's office said he
told Clinton that Pakistan's non-
attendance at Bonn was not open to
review since it had received the backing of

parliament's national security committee.

The committee "has supported the
decision of the cabinet not to participate

in the Bonn conference," the statement
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qguoted Gilani as saying, adding that
parliament was also looking into the

broader relationship with Washington.

Pakistan's decision deals a blow to hopes
for drawing up a roadmap for
Afghanistan's future, 10 vyears after
Germany staged another international
meeting on political transition following

the fall of the Taliban.

As a neighbour with historic ties to the
Taliban, Pakistan is considered integral to
ending the decade-long conflict, but
experts say a boycott matters less now
that already modest expectations for

Bonn have been dramatically curtailed.

Diplomats had hoped the conference
would help broker peace with the Taliban,
but the September assassination of Kabul
peace envoy Burhanuddin Rabbani
derailed those efforts and contacts are

said to have achieved little.

Karzai also appealed for continued aid to
his war-ravaged nation after 2014, when
the last NATO combat troops are due to
pull out after handing over responsibility

for security to Afghan forces.
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Stressing that Afghanistan will be "more
than ever on the frontline," he said: "If we
fail in this war, which threatens all of us, it
will mean a return to the situation before

9/11."

The Afghan leader conceded that "sadly
we have not been able to provide security
and stability to all Afghans -- this is our

greatest failure."

Afghan Foreign Minister Zalmai Rasoul
appealed Saturday for international
support for his country after NATO troops

withdraw.

"After 2014, we will continue to need
long-term support from our friends in the
international community," Rasoul said at a

discussion forum in Bonn.

His German counterpart Guido
Westerwelle vowed at the forum that the

world would not abandon Afghanistan.

In an interview to appear in Sunday's
Frankfurter Allgemeine Sonntagszeitung,
Westerwelle again voiced his regret over
the Pakistani boycott of the conference,
which will gather delegates from 100

nations.
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"Pakistan has more to gain from a stable
and peaceful Afghanistan than any of its
neighbours," he said.

http://asharg-

e.com/news.asp?section=1&id=27545

Key absences hinder Afghan talks in
Bonn

Boycotts by Taliban and Pakistan dim
hopes for breakthrough as conference
looks to plot course for country beyond

2014.

International delegates are gathering in
the German city of Bonn for a conference
on the future of Afghanistan, but the
absence of the Taliban and Pakistan from
proceedings has raised questions about

what the talks can achieve.

More than 100 national delegations and
aid organisations will attend Monday's
conference, with Hillary Clinton, the US
secretary of state, and Ali Akbar Salehik,
Iran's foreign minister, among the most

high-profile participants.

The meeting comes a decade after a
conference in the same German city

installed Hamid Karzai as Afghan president
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in the wake of a US-led invasion which

removed the Taliban from power in Kabul.

But leaders of the Taliban, who have since
waged a decade-long fight against Afghan
and international coalition forces, will not
attend, saying the meeting will "further
ensnare Afghanistan into the flames of

occupation".

Pakistan is also boycotting the event after
an airstrike by NATO troops stationed in
Afghanistan killed 24 Pakistani soldiers last

week.

Islamabad is considered key to bringing
the Taliban to the negotiating table due to

its historic ties with the fighters.

The absence of two major players has
dampened expectations of progress on
reconciliation among ordinary Afghans as

well as officials.

Fazal Rahim, a 37-year-old money
exchanger in Kabul, said: "The Afghan
government and the international backers
should encourage the Taliban to take part
in this conference because the Taliban are

part of this land and without their
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participation, the Bonn conference will

not give positive results".

Their non-attendance also risks making
Bonn part of what Sherard Cowper-Coles,
a former British ambassador to Kabul,
called the "charade" of international
conferences on Afghanistan, dogged by

"diplomacy for diplomacy's sake".

Security decline

NATO and the UN may dispute whether
violence is up or down in Afghanistan, but
a string of high-profile attacks on
international and government targets in
Kabul has fed perceptions that security is

declining.

"What everybody expects is to find ways
to bring security and stability to
Afghanistan," said Ahmad Wali, a 29-year-

old economics student in the city.

With countries contributing to the NATO-
led international coalition determined to
withdraw combat troops by the end of
2014, diplomats in Kabul earlier this year
talked of the possibility of Taliban
attending Bonn as part of a single Afghan

delegation.
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But such hopes were dashed after
tentative contacts collapsed and the
assassination of President Hamid Karzai's
peace envoy, Burhanuddin Rabbani -
blamed on the Taliban - derailed any

prospects of progress.

Diplomats now say western powers'
relationship with Afghanistan after 2014
and the transition to Afghan control will

dominate the conference agenda.

“I'm not expecting a huge amount on
reconciliation," William Patey, the UK's
ambassador to Kabul, said. "I'm not
expecting much other than an affirmation
that the Afghan government, supported
by the international community, stands
ready to talk peace and reconciliation with

the Taliban when and if they're ready."

Another diplomat, speaking on condition

of anonymity, was more blunt.

"Nothing will happen at Bonn regarding

the Taliban," he said.

Ten years later
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Organisers are playing down expectations
that the conference will rival one exactly
10 years ago which established an interim
administration led by Karzai and mapped

out a roadmap for elections.

On December 7, 2001, soon after that
conference, the Taliban surrendered
Kandahar, their heartland and last major

Afghan stronghold.

But some argue that decisions taken at
the 2001 Bonn conference caused some of

the problems facing the country today.

Cowper-Coles wrote this year in his
memoirs that the conference had been "a
victor's peace from which the vanquished

had been excluded".

Whether or not the Taliban could have
been persuaded to attend, there is a
growing feeling that Afghanistan's
problems are now too serious to be solved

by a very public international meeting.

"The tough work on resolving conflicts like
these necessarily takes place behind the
scenes," Brian Katulis, a senior fellow at
the Center for American Progress think-

tank, wrote last month.
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Open meetings "are the least likely arenas
to address some of the thorniest issues at
the core of the conflict, including the role
played by neighbours such as Pakistan and
Iran and the diplomatic strategy for
dealing with [the Taliban]".

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/asia/201

1/12/2011124154729403987.html

*This media summary is prepared by ORSAM
Middle East Research Assistants Nebahat
Tanriverdi O and Sercan Dodgan. It covers news
and commentaries as reported by the national
media sources publishing in the Middle
Eastern countries. The views expressed are not
those of ORSAM and their inclusion does not

imply factual accuracy.
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