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History

In Turkey, the shortage of research on the Middle East grew more conspicuous than ever during
the early 90’s. Center for Middle Eastern Strategic Studies (ORSAM) was established in Janu-
ary 1, 2009 in order to provide relevant information to the general public and to the foreign
policy community. The institute underwent an intensive structuring process, beginning to con-
centrate exclusively on Middle affairs.

Outlook on the Middle Eastern World

It is certain that the Middle East harbors a variety of interconnected problems. However, ne-
ither the Middle East nor its people ought to be stigmatized by images with negative connota-
tions. Given the strength of their populations, Middle Eastern states possess the potential to
activate their inner dynamics in order to begen peaceful mobilizations for development. Respect
for people’s willingness to live together, respect for the sovereign right of states and respect
for basic human rights and individual freedoms are the prerequisities for assuring peace and
tranquility, both domesticalhly and internationally. In this context, Turkey must continue to
make constructive contributions to the establishment of regional stability and prosperity in its
vicinity.

ORSAM’s Think-Tank Research

ORSAM, provides the general public and decision-making organizations with enlightening in-
formation about international politics in order to promote a healtier understanding of interna-
tional policy issues and to help them to adopt appropriate positions. In order to present effective
solutions, ORSAM supports high quality research by intellectuals and researchers that are com-
petent in a variety of disciplines. ORSAM’s strong publishing capacity tiiransmits meticulous
analyses of regional developments and trends to the interested parties. With its web site, its
books, reports, and periodicals, ORSAM supports the development of Middle Eastern literature
on a national and international scale. ORSAM supports the development of Middle Eastern
literature on a national and international scala. ORSAM facilitates the sharing of knowledge
and ideas with the Turkish and international communities by inviting statesmen, bureaucrats,
academics, strategicts, businessmen, journalists, and NGO representatives to Turkey.

www.orsam.org.tr
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Hasan Kanbolat:

We thank you all for visiting us in
ORSAM. We sincerely wish that this
is the first meeting of a series, we se-
riously intend to continue it in the
future. The Vietnam Ambassador to
Turkey wanted this meeting to be in a
workshop format. We hope that in the
future we will have conferences with a
broad-based participation. From now
on we want to get together with you
in meetings in Ankara, Istanbul or
Vietnam.

ORSAM was founded two years ago.
We mostly focus on the Middle East
but we also are interested in Eurasia.
We focus specifically in Iraq in the
Middle East. In a few months we will
establish an office in Baghdad, Iraq.
We wish that our office in Baghdad
will be a meeting place for intellec-
tuals from both Turkey and the rest
of the world, such as you. Because of
that, you are all welcome at our Bagh-
dad office as well. We will help you as
much as we can.

This is our monthly periodical Middle
Eastern Analysis journal. In the ar-
ticles we discuss the proglems in the
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Middle Eastern agenda. It is published
in Turkish. And this is our biannual
academic journal, Middle Eastern
Studies. We publish the articles in
Middle Eastern Studies in Turkish,
Arabic and English. We also publish
reports. For example this is our report
on Turkish-Russian relations. And
this is our report on Lebanon. We use
Turkish, Arabic, Russian and English
in our reports.

In Turkey, Vietnam is known and re-
spected by most of the people. For the
reason that Vietnam has a glorious
history of resistance, it’s respected in
Turkey. Therefore we are excited to
have a delegation from Vietnam visit-
ing us. For this we thank you again. If
you want, before we start the meeting
my colleagues shall introduce them-
selves. We would like to get to know
you as well and then we can start the
meeting. Let’s continue till noon and
have lunch then.

Kiirsad Turan:

I'm Kirsad Turan. I'm Middle East
Consultant here and also an assistant
professor in Gazi University.
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Serhat Erkmen:

I'm also an assistant professor to Ahi
Evran University and advisor to ORS-
AM in Iraqi Affairs

Oytun Orhan:

My name is Oytun Orhan, I'm a re-
searcher in ORSAM and I study Syria
and Lebanon issues mostly.

Sercan Dogan:

I'm Sercan Dogan. I'a an assistant re-
searcher at ORSAM. I'm doing my
graduate study at Bilkent University.

Ogiin Duru:

My name is Ogiin Duru. I'm the man-
aging editor at ORSAM.

Prof. Do Duc Dinh:

Thank you Professor Hasan Kanbo-
lat. We are very glad to be here with
you. We come from the Institute of
Africa and Middle East Studies. We
have studied a number of projects
in the Middle East. We did not have
much time visiting Middle East, so far
we have visited three countries, tried
to set up cooperation. Last year we
signed a MoU with the Gulf Center.
We plan to organize a seminar this
year in Vietnam on Middle East in
October. In that case we try to look
forward to develop collaboration with
different research institutes, univer-
sities in Middle East. This time we
already proposed to the embassy to
visit your institute here. And this is a
very good chance for us to visit your
country.

We have a small presentation on the
Vietnamese economy. Then we may

discuss cooperation; whether it could
be possible for us. You may have some
people to visit Vietnam in October.
We invite you to come to Vietnam to
join us. We start with a small seminar.
If you have the time to join, before
or after the seminar, we may discuss
about the way to start cooperation for
research projects, seminars between
our two institutes in the future. We
may sign MoUs for future coopera-
tion. We may exchange scholars. We
may have some people to do research
on Turkey and the Middle East and if
you have some people to do research
on Vietnam, Asia or Southeast Asia.
We may organize exchange programs
between the two institutes. This may
be the beginning of a future coopera-
tion.

Let me introduce my colleagues. We
have Ms. Hue as our Assistant of For-
eign Affairs. We have here Mr. Du-
ong, who is coming from the Ministry
of Science and Technologies. We have
Ms. Hien, coming from my research
institute; she’s working on politics
issues. We have Ms. Loi here as the
deputy chief of our administration of-
fice. We have Ms. Hoa as the director
of a company on private education.
And we have Ms. Phuong, working
on Middle East studies. We have Mr.
Tung as the First Secretary of Viet-
nam Embassy to Turkey. Now I have a
presentation and then we have a dis-
cussion about cooperation.

We prepared paper on Vietnam’s
economic renovation. In Vietnam
we have this term not similar to any
country. In China they call it reform;
in India they call it reform or liberal-
ization. In Vietnam we use the term
renovation. It means that we want-
ed to develop the whole system. We
found that the old system did not
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work well we wanted new changes in
the system. That’s why we call it reno-
vation.

You see we had ten years from 1975
to 1986. We follow the old planning
economy under the Soviet system.
1975 was the year that we liberated
the country. In 1976 the whole county
was reunified. Before that we had the
North Vietnam following the Soviet
system and the South Vietnam fol-
lowing the American system, mar-
ket economy. From 1976 to 1986, we
turned the whole country to planned
economy. Within this system we had
several basic features like the state and
collective ownership. We followed the
equilibrium redistribution system.
We wasted too much of the aid we
received from the Soviet Union and
other socialist countries. At that time
we relied too much on aid that we did
not develop much trade and invest-
ment. After ten years the economy
was turning into an isolated economy
without much production, without
development and too much relying
on the Soviet aid. And this situation
led us to a serious social and econom-
ic crisis. During those years the aim
of our policies was economic growth
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but the growth rate was very low, just
about 3-4 percent. The inflation went
up very high. We are lucky that we
do not have inflation of million per-
cents like Zimbabwe but our infla-
tion was about 700-800 percent per
year. When you had some money in
the beginning of the year, you could
not buy anything with that money at
the end of the year. So the situation
turned out to be very tough for the
working people. The GDP per capita
after the war was just about a hundred
US dollars. The economy was like the
Tanzanian economy or some African
economy. The poverty was very high.
The seventy percent of the popula-
tion was below the poverty line. At
that time some people said that the
Vietnamese economy was a short-
age economy. We had big shortage
of food, shortage of consumer goods;
most of the essential goods necessary
for the people were in shortage. Ev-
ery year we had to import one million
tons of food, including wheat from
Russia and food from other countries.
The economy was so poor that we had
to base the economy on ration system.
Everybody had rations of just 4 square
meters of cloth, 500 grams of sugar
and 350 grams of meat person. This
is the situation that pressed us to re-
form. At that time we had strong de-
bate among the policy makers, among
the scholars and among the people. If
we change what way the change will
be? Many people at that time think
that we follow the socialist economic
system we must comply to the plan-
ning system. Some people said that
the plan system was not working. We
need to move to the market economy.
Up to 1986 we come to the final deci-
sion that we have to change. And at
this time people said that if we change
we need reform. The reform way was
not in consensus. We did not want to
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use the word liberalization. India used
the word liberalization. We decided
to call it renovation. With the term
renovation, you see that we have the
basic changes like before 1986 we still
used the socialist economy, and after
that we used the term multi-sector
commodity economy. Many people
questioned that what the commodity
economy is, because normally we had
the commodity market. But the com-
modity economy is a new concept,
only Vietnamese. But in the case of
Vietnam we did not want to use the
term market economy yet, so we use
the commodity economy. The second
was that we used the multi sector be-
cause before that we only used the
state sector. The socialist economy
means the government sector, the
public sector. So, in the multi sector,
we accept the private sector. In the
private sector we accept the Vietnam-
ese private sector and foreign sector,
which means that we accept foreign
investment. Then, after five years we
continued to change and came to the
market mechanism. At this time some
people said that we move to the mar-
ket economy. Many people did not ac-
cept the market economy because we
were afraid. When we said the com-
modity economy, it was ok. We had
an economy in shortage of commodi-
ties. So we went to move to the com-
modity economy. But if you want talk
about the capital market, if you want
to talk about the labor market, in the
mind of the Vietnamese people at
that time, we did not accept, because
under the old socialist economy, the
capital market and the labor market
means exploitation. That’s why peo-
ple were afraid. So we used the mar-
ket mechanism and we learned the
way of the market economy but we
did not accept some of the markets
like the labor market, like the capital

market. So the concept changed. And
we are continuing after five years we
are changing to a new concept. Now
we accept the market economy but
we are still afraid of the free market
economy concept. That’s why we use
the concept socialist-oriented market
economy. Still some new concept is
under debate given the coming con-
gress of the Vietnamese Communist
Party. With these four basic changes
in the economy, the thinking of the
people changed. The first of the most
important changes is the change in the
ownership. Before 1985, one hundred
percent of the ownership was under
the government. But now the state
ownership is less than forty percent.
The foreign investments take about
the fifteen percent of the ownership.
The private ownership is about forty
six percent.

Now you see that the changes in the
economy are more realistic and less
doctrinaire. We tried to even the so-
cialist principles to suit the conditions
of the country. We adopted some
short term and long term programs
for the economy. For the short term
program we set up some inflation
control programs. Before the renova-
tion, the inflation was about 700-800
percent. In 2007 the inflation was less
than ten percent. Last year the infla-
tion was 8 percent. We also worked
on the development of agriculture
and rural areas. This helped very
much in especially the production of
food. Now we have become the sec-
ond largest rice exporter in the world.
Last year Vietnam was after Thailand
in rice exports. In a few years time,
maybe, Vietnam will be the num-
ber one in rice exports. So this is the
program of agricultural and rural de-
velopment. This is a very important
program in the short term. The third
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short term program is the processing
of agricultural products. You see, we
export coffee to the United States, we
export coffee beans. We have only five
percent cuts. When we export pro-
cessed coffee the cuts were eight five
percent. we were only able to export
beans. We normalized relations with
the United States, we were able to
compete and export processed coffee
to the US. Now Vietnam is the second
largest coffee exporter and the second
largest rice exporter. These programs
are very good for progress. The fourth
program was the increasing produc-
tion of consumer goods and exports.
We lacked most of the consumer
goods including clothing, food and
most of the essential goods. With this
program of consumer goods we now
have more than ten products export-
ed over one billion US dollars. The
fifth program was the change of the
foreign exchange supply and demand.
In the planned economy we had a lot
of control system. We set up different
exchange rates for different activities.
If you export you had a certain rate,
and when you import you have a dif-
ferent rate. There were four or five
different rates. Now the exchange rate
is based on the market system. There
are no different rates. Those are the
short term programs that we are try-
ing to work on the toughest problems
of the time like the lack of food, the
lack of essential goods, foreign cur-
rency. These programs worked on
the very serious problems of the time.
Along with the short term programs
we have long term programs. We had
ten years programs called Compre-
hensive socio-economic development
strategies, from 1991 to 2000 and from
2001-2010. And now we are working
on 2011-2020 programs. One of the
very ambitious themes of the pro-
grams is that we are working to make
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the Vietnamese economy basically in-
dustrialized and modernized. These
are the two main long term programs.
With these change of the thinking and
change of the basic policies, we made
some gains in the economy. First of
all, the GDP growth up to now we
have the average growth from 7 to 8
percent per year. Some years we get 8
percent, some years we get 9 percent.
During the Asian Financial Crisis in
1997 and 1998 and the second long
crisis 2007 and 2008 the growth rate
dropped to 5 percent. But the average
is from 7 to 8 percent in whole two
and a half decade. This year we plan
to have a growth rate of 6.5 percent in
2010. This is a very difficult target, but
we try to get it. With this growth rate,
we doubled the GDP every ten years.
The GDP per capita raised ten times
from one hundred US dollars in 1986
to more than one thousand US dollars
in 2008. So this is the picture of the
economy. The savings is also growing.
In the beginning of the renovation re-
form, the savings in the economy was
just eleven percent, today it is coming
nearly to forty percent. And the high
rate of savings is one of the most im-
portant dynamics for the economic
growth. And in the GDP growth we
also have the change in the sectorial
structure. With this structure you see
the the agriculture was seventy per-
cent, now it is just seventeen percent.
And the industry is growing to forty
two percent. And services is coming
nearly to forty percent. So this is the
change in the structure of the econ-
omy.

In economics theory people talk about
the gradual approach. So in the case of
Vietnam we use the gradual approach.
You see that from the beginning of
the opening of the economy, we first
decided to join the Southeast Asian
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Nations Association (ASEAN). And
then we joined APEC countries, the
Asia-Pacific Economic Conference.
And then we lifted the US embargoe
and we normalized the relations with
the United States. Most recently, in
2007, we became a full member of the
WTO. So with these steps, the Viet-
namese economy is now marching
with the world market economy. You
can see, before that we did not use
the word, market, but now we use the
word, market. In WTO, non-market
economy is not accepted. Now we are
a member of the WTO, and from the
time of the WTO membership, the
economy has become more open and
much more dynamic. With this you
see that we increased the growth of
trade is already over a hundred per-
cent of the GDP growth. And before
the renovation in 1986, Vietnamese
export was less than half a million US
dollars. Now it is more than hundred
million dollars. It increased from less
than half a million dollars to more
than a hundred million dollars, two
hundred times increase. This is a big
change of the isolated economy. Then,
we already hear about the figure of
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nine commodities, but up to now we
have more than ten commodities with
each one over one million US dollars.
So this makes the economy more
competitive. Foreign investment in-
creased about twenty million US dol-
lars. It is very low compared to the
Turkish economy. Foreign investment
is about over a hundred million US
dollars. But in Vietnam it is also mov-
ing fast. We had every year five to six
million US dollars. This is a big con-
tribution the the development of the
country. Besides the trade and foreign
investment, we have the Vietnam-
ese remittance. Vietnam has three
million Vietnamese people living in
different countries, like the United
States, Australia, France and some
other countries. Each year they send
back some five million US dollars so
that it contributed to the investment
in the country. We also started to in-
crease stocks, not only in the domes-
tic market but we also sell stocks in
the international markets, in New
York and in some other foreign stock
markets. About the political and so-
cial development up to now, you see
that development changed the po-
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litical and social system, which have
also been stabilized. Up to now, you
can see that Vietnam has organized
several regional summits, like the
summit of the APEC. Vietnam was a
non-permanent member of the UN
Security Council then this year Viet-
namese will chair the ASEAN activi-
ties for the whole year. We also held
the ASEAN summit in Vietnam. All
of these activities mean that stabiliza-
tion of the country has contributed to
the economic growth.

About social issues, one of the
achievements in the social field is the
quick reduction of the poverty in Viet-
nam. Vietnam is one of the few coun-
tries that realize few targets of the
UNDP Millenium Goals. This is a big
change, considering some countries
of similar GDP per capita like some
African countries or India, which has
a higher poverty level than Vietnam.
So this is a big change in the social
development of Vietnam. About our
education, you see that, we also have
big efforts in making a change, now
over 90 percent of the population has
been under literacy, that is they know
how to write and read. The number
of universities and schools have in-
creased. About the healthcare, you
see that, the health system has also
improved a lot. I was in Tanzania and
wrote a paper on comparing the Tan-
zanian economy and the Vietnamese
economy. And I found that during
the 1960s, in Vietnam the life span
was about fifty, inTanzania, it was also
fifty. But today, in Tanzania, the life
span is forty eight, in Vietnam the life
span increased to seventy. This means
that the healthcare system is good.
People live longer.

During these development, we faced
a lot of problems. Even though the
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general development is good we
sometimes face problems. You see
that, up to now we face three big cri-
sis. The largest and the longest was
from 1975 to 1985. After the country
was unifies and we won the victory
in 1975, for ten years the economy
was in crisis. And then in 1997 and
1998, the Vietnamese economy was
faced with the Asian Crisis. And then
from 2007-2009, we also faced the
same crisis as the world crisis. These
are the crises we face. Among those
crisis, we find some of the problems
we solved return and become se-
riour again, like inflation becoming
high, the growth rate becoming low,
some of the companies turn out to
be bankrupt, unemployment starts,
sharp reduction in foreign trade and
investment and some serious reces-
sion. And we found out problems in
supply and demand of domestic cur-
rency and foreign currency, invest-
ment, especially wrong investment in
state owned enterprises. We tried to
make some solution like we turn out
money supply and demand resting on
market principles. We try to follow
the market rules. We make some eco-
nomic incentives based on baskets.
We increase the social securities. You
see that, up to now, though the econ-
omy has changed a lot, we face sev-
eral big problems. Though Vietnam
has now lifted out of least-developed
countries. You see that, from 2007,
the country’s GDP per capita of one
thousand dollars was coming close to
middle income countries. Vietnam is
now at the beginning of the first layer
of middle income countries. But one
thousand dollars GDP per capita is
still very low. The growth rate is high
but the quality of the growth rate is
not high, because we have a gap be-
tween the rich and the poor, between
rural and urban areas. Then we have
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low competitiveness, even though
we have some good exports. But the
competitiveness is still low. And sev-
enty percent of these products are
exported raw, not as processed or
complete manifactured products.
Unemployment is still high, about ten
percent. Then we have a problem with
the labor. So far the most achieve-
ment that we made was based on the
non-skilled labor. So we still have
problems about skilled labor. We still
have a poor infrastructure. Stock and
labor market in Vietnam is still flactu-
ating. The environment is another
problem. We face some destruvtion
of the forests, rivers, cities. We also
face negative impacts of globalization.
Even we are a member of the WTO,
we are facing dampings, problems
from the United States, the EU. They
try to use the damping problem in the
case of Vietnam. Some other social
problems are AIDS, drug use, prosti-
tution. Some say that those problems
are about the market economy, others
say it is about our management.

We are now looking to the future. I
think that we have completed the first
stage of renovation from 1986 up to
now. The economy has been able to
be lifted out of the least developed
economy, and we are now at the first
layer of middle income economy. So
from this time on, we are coming to
the second stage and we try to move
on. Here in the country we have sev-
eral objectives. The first and the fore-
most objective set by the government
is that we try to bring Vietnam to be
a country basically industiralized by
the year 2020. In my view, this is rath-
er optimistic. The labor force is still
mostly based on agriculture. What we
think is we can continue the reform
and bring it up, we try to work on lib-
eralization, making the market work-

ing more for the economy, and we try
to adopt the policy of democraticiza-
tion. We need to adopt a strategy us-
ing dynamic comparative advantage.
Recently I just wrote a paper on this.
Then, even though the agriculture
sector is working rather well up to
now, we need to have a second revo-
lution, where the marketing of the ag-
ricultural products have to move on.
And also bio-products is necessary
for the economy.

From here, you see that we have
looked at some key areas that led us in
the reform. The first step is the chang-
ing of the thinking of the people. Now
in the country, we see fewer people
following the old doctrine. People are
now less doctrinaire, more realistic.
They are more practical than in the
past. The second is that the econo-
my has already been turned to be al-
most a market economy even though
some countries do not recognize the
Vietnamese economy as a market
economy. But a number of countries
have already recognized Vietnamese
economy as a market economy. The
reform of the government adminis-
tration is also bad. Now we reduce
a lot of roles that control economic
activities. And the international col-
laboration also has been changed. We
integrated into the regional groups
like the ASEAN countries, the APEC
countries, the WTO, we normalized
relations with some big economies
like the United States economy, the
Japanese economy, the EU economy.
These are the key issues that help the
economy grow.

I think that I may sum up some ba-
sic features of the economy in the last
two and a half decades. The first is
that we try to move on comprehen-
sive development based on not just
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economic growth but also on social
development. Recently we face prob-
lems in the environment. So we think
that the new concept in Vietnam that
the people are talking about is sus-
tainable development. The second is
that we try to combine the economic
growth with social progress. We try
to reduce poverty, reduce the gaps be-
tween the rich and the poor. Another
issue is that in Vietnam, even though
the economy is poor, we give high pri-
ority for the human resource devel-
opment. That’s one of the factors that
helped the economy’s growth. We also
have high priority for poverty reduc-
tion. Those are the main things that,
in my view, we have done to change
the country. I finish my presentation.
Thank you.

If you have some questions about
Vietnam, we can try to answer and we
may discuss about the cooperation
between our institutes.

Oytun Orhan:

First of all, I would like to thank you
very much for your detailed presen-
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tation about Vietnam economy. Viet-
nam is not a well-known country, per-
sonally for myself, as Vietnam is far
from Turkey. It was very useful for me
personally. If I understood correctly
it is like the Chinese model, which
was hotly debated in previous years.
You know, that is while preserving the
political structure, opening the eco-
nomic structure of the country. Am
I right? Is Vietnam’s model similar
to the Chinese model? Are there any
similarities and differences?

My second question is that you told
that the exports of Vietnam have in-
creased, I just want to learn where
these exports are directed to. Your
neighboring countries, or do you have
exports to the Middle East. I just want
to learn about Vietnam’s interest in
the Middle East. That is because, from
your letter as a program called “Co-
operation between Vietnam and Mid-
dle Eastern Countries”. I think there is
something in Vietnam’s interest in the
Middle East. Do you have exports or
whatever it is?

My last question is about Turkey and
Vietnam relations. Do you have any
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information. Actually I don’t have.
His excellency Mr. Ambassador gave
us some information about Turkey-
Vietnam economic relations what is
the situation in that field? You know,
also in Turkey there is an opening
process, especially for the previous
ten years, based on exports and Tur-
key is also opening up to her close
region, but also Africa, Far East and
Southeast Asian countries. Thank you
very much.

Prof. Do Duc Dinh:

The first is about the model. I think
that if you look of the general devel-
opment model, Vietnam’s and China’s
reform is similar. If you look further to
India, it is the same. India was a half-
planned economy and half-market
economy. But it was a closed econo-
my. Now they changed and reformed
in 1991. Their economy was liberal-
ized and internationally integrated.
China changed in 1978. They started
the reform in 1978, and they call re-
form and opening. India says liberal-
ization, China says reform and open-
ing and in Vietnam we say renovation.
If you look at the similar cases, they
are moving in the same direction that
from central planning toward mar-
kets. So, the same way begins with
China and Vietnam that are more or
less coming from a socialist economy
toward a market economy. In Viet-
nam and in China, we do not say that
we walk on the capitalist economy but
we say that market economy, a gen-
eral model. But different country has
different way of moving. For example,
in China they work much more on
manifacturing. They import foreign
industry on manifacturing, they pro-
cess the products, they export the
manifactured goods. So you can see
in Turkey there is a lot of Chinese

products. But in Vietnamthe mani-
facturing sector is not as developed
as in China. And also another issue
is that the Indian economy is much
more developed in the software sec-
tor, especially in telecommunication
sector. But the Vietnamese economy
is more developed in the agriculture
sector. So, you see that, most of the
main products of our exports so far
are in the agricultural sector, like fish,
rice, coffee, rubber. Most of the prod-
ucts are in the agricultural sector. You
see that general model is somthing of
a similar, but concrete activities of te
countries differ. Vietnam is more on
agriculture, China is more on mani-
facturing sector, India is more with
the software sector. If you look at the
Chinese economy, at the beginning
of the reform, Vietnam was ahead of
China in the exchange system. But in
the economy of coastal zones China
was ahead of India. It depends on the
country.

The second question is about exports.
You see, most of the Vietnamese ex-
ports are in agriculture. We export to
different markets. Our largest market
for rice exports is the African coun-
tries, some Southeast Asian countries,
and also China. Our main market for
coffee is the United States. As I have
mentioned, before the normalization
of relations, our manifactured coffee
was charged with eighty five percent
of the taxes. So, we were able to ex-
port only coffee beans with five per-
cent of the taxes. After we normalized
relations with the United States, the
manifactured coffee was reduces to
five percent of the taxes. So now the
United States is our largest market
for coffee. Our markets for coffee is
the United States, Europe, Japan and
developed countries. Rice is mainly
for develoing countries. We also have
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fish. The export markets for fish is
the United States, Japan and the EU.
Especially in recent months, because
of the oil in Mexico Gulf, the United
States started to find new markets to
replace markets around Mexico. So,
the Vietnamese fish is going to the
United States. We have some other
products like clothing, diamond,
shoes. These products come mostly to
the United States, Europe, and Aus-
tralia. Most of the agricultural exports
are headed to the develoing countries,
while manifactured products are go-
ing to the developed countries.

Serhat Erkmen:

There is also oil.

Prof. Do Duc Dinh: Oil was the
largest export ten years ago. It was
worth more then two billion dollars.
But now, oil reserve is small. I think
that in few years Vietnam will be an
oil-importing country, rather than
an oil-exporting country. This is re-
lated to our relations with the Middle
Eastern countries. I think that with
the Middle Eastern countries we may
have some areas of cooperation. First
is trade. Ten years ago, our exports
and imports from the Middle East
were just about two or three hundred
million dollars. Today it is about two
billion dollars. With Turkey, we plan
to have export from six to seven mil-
lion dollars this years. So it is still not
very big but we try to develop it. Our
relations with Turkey now is mainly
in trade. With the Middle East coun-
tries, besides trade, we think that in
the future, Vietnam will need more
oil. When we have two refinery facili-
ties in Vietnam, we’ll need to import
more oil. We also export labor force
to some countries and some Middle
Eastern countries are among those.
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Some Middle Eastern countries start-
ed to import rice, fish and some other
products from Vietnam. Up to now,
our economic relations with the Mid-
dle East is low, but in the future we
will develop more cooperation. One
of the problems is that we need to un-
derstand more about the economic
development, the social system, the
cultural behaviour of the countries in
the Middle East. When we have eco-
nomic cooperation, we need to know
something about those. That’s why we
look to study more about the Middle
East.

Oytun Orhan:

Do you have plans to go to other Mid-
dle Eastern countries?

Prof Do Duc Dinh: Yes we have some
plans to go to some other Middle
Eastern countries but because of our
financial constraints, we visit coun-
try by country. Last year we were in
Abu Dhabi in Dubai. We sign MoUs
with the Gulf Research Center. This
year, we invited some of the scholars
from that center to a seminar in Oc-
tober. Each year we have some small
visit. This year we are in Turkey. For
the activities in Vietnam, we call some
local experts from the Middle East.
Even though we have been much bet-
ter than thirty years ago, we have one
thousand dollar GDP per capita, our
financial constraints are tough. That’s
something we need to expand coop-
eration.

Hasan Kanbolat:

Thank you very much for you pre-
sentation and explanations. We also
would like to learn about Vietnam-
ese perceptions on the Middle East.
We'd like to learn about the Middle



East studies in Vietnam and your In-
stitute’s studies. For example, we are
wondering if you have publications
and scientific production in your In-
stitute. We would be pleased if you
told us about this issue. We also would
like to have our cooperation with your
institute not just on workshops and
conferences, but we also would like
to have joint publications. We would
like to invite you to our meetings both
in Turkey and foreign countries. We
also would do exchange of research-
ers. We can also publish your articles
in our journals. For example, if you
have soft copy version of Professor’s
presentation, we can publish it. We
would like to publish articles by Viet-
namese intellectuals on the Middle
East, Africa and Vietnam. In order
to contribute to the development of
relations between Turkey and Viet-
nam, we as intellectuals could write a
joint report on Turkey-Vietnam rela-
tions. Such a report could be twenty

or thirty pages. We shall publish it
in Turkish, Vietnamese and English.
Therefore, we shall achieve something
for the first time. Relations between
Turkey and Vietnam are in the eco-
nomic dimension for the time being.
However, there is a very low level of
relationship in intellectual sphere. We
would like to get to know Vietnamese
intellectuals, and would like to devel-
op relations between the intellectuals.
Let’s make this meeting as the first of
a series and we shall continue having
similar meetings. Despite the long
distance, Turkey has good relations
with countries such as China, Japan
and South Korea. We are also develo-
ing relations with India. Why should
not we have good relations with Viet-
nam. For a joint report on Turkey-
Vietnam relations, we shall prepare
something, and we can get help from
the Vietnamese Embassy, and then we
can get your ideas.
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